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INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 
55th Session, Jadavpur, Calcutta, December 1995 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE INDIAN 
HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION, JADAVPUR, 2-3 DEC. 1995 

The 55 th Session of Indian Historical Records Commission was held 
on 2-3 December, 1995 on the invitation of Jadavpur University, Calcutta. 
The Session opined with a group photograph of the members and was 
followed by the Inaugural Function which was attended by eminent 
personalities. The Business Meeting was held in the afternoon of 2nd 
December, 1995. The Academic Session comprising presentation of papers 
based on newly discovered original sources pertaining to post 1600 period 
of Indian History was held in the morning of 3rd December, 1995. 

A Cultural show was organised in the honour of delegates in the 
evening of 2nd December, 1995. On 3rd December, 1995 they were taken 
on an excursion tour tc nearby places of interest (Victoria Memorial). 
The detailed progranune of the Session is given in (Appendix I). 

I. INAUGURATION 

The Inaugural Function started at 11.00 A.M. on 2nd December, 
1995 at the indoor stadium, Jadavpur University with a song by students 
of the Department of History, Professor S. C. Som thereafter delivered 
his welcome Address (Appendix H). The Inaugural Address was then 
delivered by Shri Bcnoy Krishna Chowdhury, Hon’ble Minister, Land and 
Land Reforms, Government of West Bengal (Appendix HI). Thereafter 
Shri Sukumar Sarkar, Secretary of the Commission presented his Report 
giving the highlights of the archival development in the country during the 
period 1992—95 (Appendtx TV), In the absence of the Union Minister 
of Human Resource Development and President of the Commission Shri 
Madhavrao Scindia his Address was delivered by Shri B. P. Singh, 
Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of India (Appendix V). 
This was followed by an Address by Professor Satyasadhan Chakraborty, 
Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education. Government of West Bengal. 
Vote c.f Thanks on behalf of Jadavpur University was moved by 
Dr. Anuradha Chanda, Reader, Department of History. Finally an exhi¬ 
bition on ‘Development of Science and Technology in India during 18th 
and 19th Centuries’ was inaugurated by Professor Satyasadhan Chakra¬ 
borty. Hon’ble Minister, Higher Education, Government of West Benvat 
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il. BUSINESS MEETING 


The Business Meeting of the 55th Session was held in the afternoon 
of 2nd December,, 1995 at the Institute of Chemical Engineering, Jadavpur 
University. The meeting was presided over by Prof. H. K. Barpujari. 
Aft;r welcoming the delegates he threw open for discussion the Agenda 
for the meeting. 


(i) Motion of Condolence 

A motion of condolence was moved expressing grief of the Commis¬ 
sion on the sad demise of Dr. G. M. Moraes, Dr. Tarasankar Banerjcc and 
Dr. Adhir Chakraborty. As a mark of respect to the departed souls, two 
minutes silence was observed and it was resolved that the following Resolu¬ 
tion be forwarded to the next of their kin : 

Resolution-I “The Members of the Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission assembled at Jadavpur for the 55th Session of the Com¬ 
mission deeply mourn th); deaths of Dr. S. M. Moraes, Dr. Tara¬ 
sankar Bancrjee and Dr. Adhir Chakraborty and resolve that 
sincere condolences of the Commission be conveyed to the next 
Of their kin”. 

(ii) Discussion on Secretary’s Report 

Initiating the discussion Dr. S. N. Sinha, complimented the Secretary 
Indian Historical Records Commission for his comprehensive report which 
highlighted the various achievements in the field of archives. He drew 
special attention to the manufacture of high grade tissue paper which he 
felt . deserved. !£>p priority to- facilitate; prqper conservation of records. He 
also emphasised upon the need for expediting the process of-computerisa¬ 
tion of records. Expressing dismay at the recent step taken by the Govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh to merge the State Archives with the Archaeology 
and Museum Department, he urged upon the need for early action to 
restore due autonomy to the Archives Department. Appreciating the 
positive developments reflected in the report, Prof. P. L. Mehra drew 
attention to the budget figures which he felt should go up in relation to the 
real value of the rupee and not notional one. He urged that the respective 
Governments at the Centre and the States should be persuaded to realize 
this aspect which was very essential for planned archival development. 
He agreed with Dr. Sinha that the decision of the Madhya Pradesh Govern¬ 
ment was a retrogressive step and felt that the State Government should 
be impressed upon the need to take suitable action in the matter. He 
requested that the catalogue cards in the National Archives of India Library 
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should be updated and that the backlog of the Indian Archives should be 
cleared at the earliest. He also stressed upon the need for expediting the 
production of high grade tissue paper for proper repair of records. Expres¬ 
sing concern over the decision of the Madhya Pradesh Government, Dr. B. B 
Srivastava felt that the decision was inadvertent and urged the Secretary 
to impress upon the State Government to take suitable steps to restore 
status quo. He also favoured introduction of Diploma Courses in Archival 
Studies by various Universities. 

Referring to the decision of the Madhya Pradesh Government, Prof. 
S. R. Mehrotra pointed out that the Department of Archives in the some 
other States like Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and Goa were 
also linked with Departments like Archaeology and Museum. Supporting 
Prof. Mehrotra, Shri Tara Saran Sinha suggested that the Madhya Pradesh 
Government should not be singled out; rather general instructions may be 
sent to all State Governments where Archives do not have independent 
status. Regarding allocation of funds he drew the attention of the Com¬ 
mission to his earlier Resolutions for providing grants for the development 
of the State Archives Departments, While appreciating the financial assis¬ 
tance being given to the State Archives by the Government of India, he 
suggested that the provision of matching grant of 25% required to be met 
by the State Governments should be dispensed with as has been done by 
the University Grants Commission in respect of the grants given by it to 
Universities. Prof. Hari Om drew the attention of the members to the poor 
state of preservation of records housed in the State Archives at Jammu and 
urged that top priority was needed to improve the preservation facilities of 
these valuable records so as to save thlnn from further decay. Dr. J. Velin- 
kar supported Prof. Mehra’s suggestion that the Budget should go up in 
real terms and that the needs of Archives Departments must be brought 
to the notice of the concerned authorities. He also wondered if the Natio¬ 
nal Archives of India could involve the private sector in tapping resourqes 
for certain developmental programmes. Complimenting the Director Gene¬ 
ral of Archives for his Report, Dr. R. Muniswamy appreciated the achieve¬ 
ments listed therein. He drew the attention to the Conference of Ministers 
of Culture held in 1992 in New Delhi which had recommended enhance¬ 
ment of Budget allocations and added that many States were facing acute 
financial problems. He felt that the Director General of Archives Govern¬ 
ment of India should visit the States from time to time to discuss the pro¬ 
blems being faced by them. In this correction he referred to the inability 
of most of the States to meet the 25% matching grants under the Scheme 
of Financial Assistance for development of Archival Repositories i.e. Guide 
to the Records holdings and Preparations of Microfilm copies of Records 
housed in the respective State Archives and depositing a set of Microfilm 
copies of records to National Archives of India. Referring to Cultural 
Exchange Programmes he felt that State Archives officials should also be 
given opportunity to visit foreign Archives under these programmes. He 
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also drew attention to the linking of Archives with various Departments in 
different States and suggested that the Archives Departments should be 
placed exclusively under the Education Department in all States. 

Responding to the various points raised by the members the Secre¬ 
tary agreed that funds need to be reflected in real terms and not in notional 
terms. He explained that the figures given in the Report only reflected 
the trends which was being noticed and added that the National Archives 
of India had placed its thrust on modernisation of the Department in the 
Ninth Plan. In this connection he urged this State Governments to ensure 
that the plan funds are fully utilised since allocation of funds under non¬ 
plan was extremely difficult. Referring to the decision of the Madhya 
Pradesh State Government, he pointed out that the matter had been taken 
up with the Chief Secretary and hoped that some solution would be found 
out under the Public Record Act, 1993 which has a very powerful body of 
Archival Advisory Board constituted of eminent Administrators, Historians 
and Archivists. Expressing concern over the reported condition of records 
in the State Archives of Jammu and Kashmir at Jammu he hoped that the 
condition would improve after the new building of the State Archives is 
constructed. Clarifying the position regarding the matching grants he 
explained that National Archives of India was operating the financial 
assistance Schemes as approved by the Government of India. Moreover, 
he added that the funds which were sanctioned were not being properly 
utilised nor progress reports were being sent to the National Archives of 
India regularly. The Chairman also agreed with the Secretary and pointed 
out that the Government of India could not be expected to be very liberal 
in granting funds. We are bound to follow the set procedures and com¬ 
plete required formalities. 

Stressing upon the need for a comprehensive policy for locating, 
preserving and classifying historical records. Prof. N. S. Bose laid before 
the House a Memorandum on the problems of historical documentation 
in West Bengal prepared by the Experts Committee of Scholars of Jadav- 
pur University. Elaborating upon the Memorandum, Prof. Bose com¬ 
mented that archival material needed to be defined properly. He further 
advocated for disposal of records in association with professional archivists 
and records creating agencies, revival of the practice of preparing and 
publishing detailed annual Administrative Reports of the Government 
Departments, compulsory registration of all private collections pertaining 
to pre-1947 documents, according greater priority to oral history pro¬ 
gramme etc. The Secretary explained that all the matters raised therein 
could be discussed by the Standing Committee of the Commission only 
if a Resolution on the subject was forwarded to the Secretariat. This was 
also endorsed by the Chairman of the Business Meeting. The Secretary’s 
Report was then adopted. 
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(Iii) Review of action taken on previous Resolutions and Recommendations 

of die Commission 

The House noted the report on action taken on previous Resolutions 
and Recommendations of the Commission. 

(iv) Resolutions by Members 

1. Supply of information regarding Cultural Exchange Programmes to 

State Archives 

Resolution by Director, Uttar Pradesh State Archives 

Considering the great importance and real utility of the Cultural Ex¬ 
change Programme between one Country and the other, the 
Commission resolves that the National Archives of India be 
persuaded to supply all necessary information well in time to the 
State Governments to enable their Archives to make use of valu¬ 
able exchange of latest thoughts and techniques in the Develop¬ 
ment of Archives. 

Explanatory Note: Under the Cultural Agreements between India and 
other Countries, Archivists of one Country visit the other in order to share 
the latest techniques and thoughts in the field of Archives. It has been 
observed with concern that the State Archives are deprived of this fruit¬ 
ful inter-action between themselves and the foreign Archivists simply 
because they get no information regarding either the visit of the foreign 
Archivists to this Country or of the proposed visit of the Indian Archivists 
to the other Country. If only the proper and prior informations are sup¬ 
plied to the State Governments, their Archives may be able to at least 
make arrangements for the visit of the foreign Archivists to their Archives 
and thus benefit themselves. It is felt therefore, that the National Archives 
of India may make arrangements for the supply of necessary information 
in this connection. 

Standing Committee’s Views: Cultural Exchange Programmes are a 
useful channel for promoting international goodwill and co-operation 
among nations. The National Archives of India is presently concerned 
with implementation of various items concerning Archives under Cultural 
Exchange Programmes with over 25 Countries. These items generally 
envisage exchange of publications and microfilms of records of each other’s 
interest, exchange of archivists for study-cum-observation tours, and train¬ 
ing of foreign officials in the School of Archival Studies of the Depart¬ 
ment. The interests of State Archives are also taken into account while 
implementing these Programmes, Whenever an opportunity arises, the 
National Archives of India has made it a point to ensure involvement of 
the States. In 1988, the Director of Uttar Pradesh State Archives was 
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deputed to Finland under the Cultural Exchange Programme, while in 
1989 the Government of Gujarat had been requested to nominate an 
Archivist for deputation to South Korea. Officials from Goa Archives 
have visited Portugal for preparing lists of records of Indian interest in 
their Repositories. Similarly whenever foreign Archivists visit India under 
the Cultural Exchange Programmes, they are invariably taken on a visit 
to a couple of States to enable them to study the archival system and hold 
discussions on matters of common interest. Thlese visits are generally 
planned very carefully and the concerned State Archives are informed well 
in advance. In fact, Uttar Pradesh State Archives has played host to 
foreign Archivists on more than one occasion which include the visits of 
Korean and Chinese Archivists in 1989 and 1994 respectively. The 
National Archives of India is, therefore fully alive to its responsibilities and 
is always trying to involve thte States in such Programmes. 

In view of this the Resolution nleeds no support. 

Proceedings: In the absence of the mover the Resolution was moved 
by Dr. S. N. Sinha and was taken up for discussion. Initiating the discus¬ 
sion Dr. R. Muniswamy was of the view that archivists from the State 
Archives were not being given due opportunities to visit other countries 
for study-cum-observation of archival practices. Prof. Mehrotra pointed 
out that the Cultural Exchange Programmes were signed by the Govern¬ 
ment of India and not State Governments and the National Archives of 
India was 'he agency to : mp!ement them and it was therefore not bind'ng 
upon the National Archives of India to depute archivists from States to 
other countries. The Secretary, however, explained that the National 
Archives of India was always keen to send archivists from the States under 
Cultural Excnange Programmes and Dr. S. N. Sinha had been to Nationa 1 
Archives of Finland under Cultural Exchange Programme but very often 
financial constraints prevented the State Governments from sponsoring the 
candidate to visit another country. He however, assured that the States 
interests would always be kept in mind. In view of the explanation, the 
Resolution was dropped. 

2. Financial Assistance for Promotion of Historical Research in Archives 

by Funding Bodies like I.C.H.R., I.C.S.S.R., U.G.C. etc. 

Resolution by the Commissioner, Andhra Pradesh State Archives and the 

Research Institute 

Resolved that kcep ng in view the importance of promoting historical 
research in the Archival Institutions to bring to light various priceless 
historical data, the funding bodies like I.C.H.R., I.C.S.S.R., U.G.C., etc. 
may be requested to provide funds to the Archival Institutions which are 
recognised as Research Institutes. 
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Explanatory Note: Promotion of historical research in Archives is 
one of the functions of Archival Administration. One such activity is to 
offer full time and part time scholarships to the researchers leading to the 
award of Ph.D. degree and also for writing monographs using the archival 
data for publications to bring to the light the importance of archival hold¬ 
ings. To promote historical research in Archives, Research guides may 
be appointed in the Archival institutions which were recognised as research 
institutes. Promotion of historical research is badly neglected in Archival 
institutions due to paucity of funds. Consequently the priceless archival 
historical data is not coming to light. Hence the historical funding bodies 
like the I.C.H.R., I.C.S.S.R., or U.G.C. etc. may be requested to provide 
funds to the Archival Research Institutes on priority basis. 

Standing Committee’s Views: The Resolution recommends that Archival 
Institutions which have been recognized as Research Institutes, be provid¬ 
ed financial assistance by funding bodies like I.C.H.R., I.C.S.S.R., U.G.C. 
etc. for promotion of historical research, which would inter alia cover 
award of scholarship, publication of monographs, appointment of research 
guides etc. 

It is well known that bodies like I.C.H.R., U.G.C., I.C.S.S.R. provide 
funds to scholars/institutions for research projects, fellowships, and publi¬ 
cation subsidies for research monographs, source material, journals etc. 
The Archival Institutions-cum-Research Institutes are therefore welcome 
to frame concrete proposals for financial assistance as envisaged in the 
Resolution and forward them to these bodies directly for consideration. 

There appears to be no need for a formal Resolution on the subject 
and therefore may not be supported. 

Proceedings : In the absence of the mover the Resolution was moved 
by Shri M. L. Kachroo, who pointed out that since some research institu¬ 
tions were facing financial constraints some assistance should be provided 
to them for promotion of historical research. Professor Mehrotra pointed 
out that funds wfere readily provided by the U.G.C., I.C.H.R. and the 
concerned institutions were welcome to approach these bodies directly. 
This was supported by the Members and the Resolution was dropped. 

3. Appointment of Committee to advise National Archives of India about 

demands of Scholars regarding use of maps etc. 

Resolution by late Prof. T. S. Banerjee 

Resolved that a Committee consisting of not less than three senior 
members of the Indian Historical Records Commission be formed to advise 
the National Archives in respect of the demands of the bonafide readers/ 
users for maps, sketches, etc. which may be necessary for their research. 
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Explanatory Note; From time to time, requests for copies of maps, 
sketches etc., from bonafide researchers have been summarilly turned 
down without properly going into the nature and merit of the case. This 
is done on the plea that they relate to the ‘sensitive’ areas. But it is felt 
that the technical persons in the archives are not always the competent 
persons to decide about them. Moreover, much depends on how the rule 
in this regard is interpreted and applied and this is facilitated when 
Members of. the Commission are associated with the process. This will 
also save the Archives from a possible embarrassment. 

Standing Committee’s Views: The Resolution envisages setting up of a 
small Committee of members of the Commission to advise the National 
Archives of India on the demands of scholars regarding maps etc., in 
order to facilitate their access for research. 

The issue regarding liberalization of access rules for maps has been 
discussed at meetings of the Commission from time to time wherein it 
has been explained that the National Archives of India provides access 
to maps in its custody, in accordance with the instructions issued from 
time to time by the Government of India. However, on the persistent 
demand by members, a Resolution seeking greater liberalization of access 
rules had been adopted at the 54th Session of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission in 1992. Further it was also decided to submit an 
Appeal to the Prime Minister soliciting his intervention for liberalizing 
rides regarding access to maps of the Survey of India. 

Having considered the matter carefully, the Committee is of the view 
that it would be desirable in the first instance for the Union Minister of 
H uman Resource Development who is also President of the Commission 
to write to the Union Home Minister to look into the matter. A team 
of members could also seek an appointment with the Home Minister so 
that the scholars’ point of view may be explained to him directly. 

In view of the above, another Resolution on the subject does not 
appear necessary. 

Proceedings: In the absence of the mover the Resolution was moved 
by Prof. Durga Prasad Bhattacharya, expressing dismay at the stringent rules 
regarding access to maps. Prof. Bhattacharya referred to his project on 
population studies for which he was denied access to maps of a very 
general nature and involving no security angle. The Chairman appreciated 
his problem and informed members that detailed discussion on the 
subject had been held in the meeting of the Standing Committee of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission and Government of India was 
already looking into the matter. The Secretary of the Commission pointed 
out that since the Archival Advisory Board had been constituted the 
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problem could be placed before it. He added that inspite of repeated 
requests by the National Archives of India there was no positive response 
from the Survey of India regarding liberalisation of Access Rules. Prof. 
Mehrotra pleaded that the Government should be persuaded to help the 
scholars on case to case basis atleast. Prof. Mchra suggested that this 
point need to be very seriously considered by the Archival Advisory 
Board. Members, therefore, felt that since the Government of India had 
set up the said Board to examine the problems a Resolution on the subject 
did not appear necessary and the same was dropped. 

4. Statewise Survey for Location and Preservation of Village Crime 

Note-Books 

Resolution by late Prof. T. S. Banerjee 

Resolved that the Indian Historical Records Commission take 
immediate and serious initiative to make a statewise survey of Village 
Crime Note-books records and take necessary steps, to save these invaluable 
records from destruction through neglect and lack of preservation. 

Explanatory Note: Village Crime Note Books (V.C.N.B.) are an 

important legacy of the Thana wise British Police Records-keeping 

primarily under the D.T.D. Section. Mainly divided into 3 parts and a 
Miscellaneous part IV, these records throw important light on the crime 
situation in the Districts. Of them, Part III is an invaluable series between 
1903 and 1947 which contained significant information regarding the 
nationalist and revolutionary activities in the Thanas which could not be 
found elsewhere. After 1947, these records lost much of their earlier 
relevance and practically withered away in the fifties of the present 
century. 

Present day research scholars are not much aware of these records 

and they are languishing in the neglected comers of the Thanas without 

proper care. If this situation continues for some time more, they are sure 
to be lost to the future generation of research scholars. 

Standing Committee’s Views: The Resolution draws attention to the 
need for location and proper preservation of Village Crime Note Books 
as an important source material for research. 

Village Crime Note Books are part of Police Records which are of 
great importance as source material, and their location and upkeep would 
much facilitate research on nationalist and revolutionary activities during 
the first half of the century. However, these books are part of state 
records and as such their preservat : on and management would come within 
the purview of the respective State Governments. Many States have 
adopted the Archival Policy Resolution to streamline proper management 
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of their records and some have as well acquired Police records which are 
available for research. The remaining States could also be urged to take 
similar steps in this behalf. It would not be desirable to entrust the 
Commission with the task of conducting a Statewise survey to locate these 
Note Books, since preservation, maintenance and access, to these records 
is the responsibility of the State Governments. 

The Resolution could be adopted after being suitably modified. 

Proceedings: Since the Resolution was not moved by any member, it 
was dropped. 

5. Computerisation of Records of the National Archives of India 

Resolntion by Prof. K. N. Panikkar 

The Commission resolves that immediate steps be taken to computerise 
the indexes and reference material of the National Archives of India. Such 
a step would facilitate quick retrieval for purposes of research and official 
use. It would also facilitate easier access through establishing proper net¬ 
working at a later stage. 

Explanatory Note: Quick retrieval of information is considered essential 
for promoting research amongst records preserved in Archives Depart¬ 
ments. With the expansion in activities of the Government and consequent 
growth in the bulk of records, culling any information from them has 
become a tedious task. To cope up with the situation, many Countries 
have already computerised their records holdings. Archivists and 
Research scholars in India are, however, still using manual indices foi 
locating information. This is a very lengthy and time consuming task 
and as such it is not economical at all. For quick retrieval of information 
it has become essential to take up computerisation of records available in 
the National Archives to facilitate the work of the scholars as well as 
administrators. 

Standing Committee’s Views: Archives constitute the memory of 
the Government anti are the primary source of information for reconstruct¬ 
ing the country’s history. Moreover archives and records services form 
an essential part ot Information Management. The-National Archives of 
India has in its custody records occupying over 30 kilometers of shelf 
space. Approximately 30% of these records are without any reference 
media and the existing aids are mainly in the form of manual indexes 
which were compiled long ago and are inadequate to meet the ever grow¬ 
ing requirements of scholars. Another 40 kilometers of shelf space has 
now been added to the Department with the construction of the Annexe 
Building to house Post-Independence period records. Under the circum¬ 
stances, automated data processing offers enormous potential for collection, 
handling and retrieval of information. This has already been very 
successfully adopted by many countries. 
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The National Archives of India has been aware of the benefits of 
computerisation and had initiated action in this regard in 1983 on the 
advice of the Advisory Committee for National Archives of India set Up 
by the Government of India. The matter was taken up first with the 
National Informatics Centre and subsequently with C.M.C. Ltd., which 
after conducting a feasibility study for computerisation of records of the 
National Archives of India, has agreed to install the desired computer 
system on a turnkey basis. The proposal is presently awaiting formal 
approval by the Government of India. However, considering the urgency 
and importance of computerisation of records, the Resolution may be 
supported. 

Proceedings : In the absence of the mover, the Resolution was moved 
by Shri Tara Sharan Sinha who emphasised upon the need for expediting 
computerisation of records in the National Archives of Ind : a to facilitate 
research and official use. The Secretary explained that a good deal of 
progress has been achieved in this respect and expressed the hope that 
the proposal for computerisation of reference med.a would be formally 
approved by the Government of India shortly. However considering the 
sentiments of the House, the Resolution was adopted. 

' Resolation-Il : The Commission resolves that immediate steps be 
taken to computerise the indexes and reference material of the National 
Archives of India. Such a step would facilitate quick retrieval for purposes 
of research and official use. It would also facilitate easier access through 
establishing proper net-working at a later stage. 

6. Appointment of a small Committee of Members of the Indian Histo¬ 
rical Records Commission to formulate a publication programme of 
special collections in the National Archives oi India for wide public 
information and scholarship 

- Resolution by Shri M. L. Kachroo 

Resolved that a small committee of the members of the Indian 
Historical Records. Commission be appointed to formulate a publ'cation 
programme of special collections in the National Archives of Ind : a for 
wide public - ratormation and to arouse a new awakening in the pubic 
mind as to the sanctity of historical records. 

Explanatory Note s One of the important duties of the National Archives 
of India and State Repositories is to bring out the selections of important 
series of the records for the benefit of general public and research scholars. 
Under this programme, the National Archives of India published twenty- 
one volumes of Fort William-India House Correspondence and the State 
Archives likewise published important series of records. 
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At present the National Archives of India does not have any publi¬ 
cation programme in hand but the Department recently brought out a few 
publications i.e. Patriotic Poems, Desk Bhakti Ke Geet, Azadi Ke Tarane, 
banned or prescribed by the British Government. These publications 
were well received and appreciated by the general public, scholars and 
the Press. The National Archives of India may take up publications of 
political developments that took place in the last and crucial phase of our 
freedom struggle. Quit India Movement, Azad Hind Fauj (I.N.A.) or 
other socio-economic aspects after the 2nd World War, etc. on the basis 
of public records in the custody of the National Archives of India. These 
publications will be of immense value for the young scholars, a source of 
information for the general masses and particularly to the students. 

Standing Committee’s Views : The Resolution envisages constitution of 
a small Committee of Members of Indian Historical Records Commission 
for formulating a publication programme in respect of special collections 
in the custody of the Department so as to arouse general interest as well 
as scholarship about historical records. 

In 1942 the Research and Publication Committee of the Commission 
had laid down an elaborate publication programme covering several 
important series of records. With the publication of the Fort William- 
India House Correspondence, this programme has been completed and 
the Department does not have any special publication programme at 
present. 

The Committee agrees with the Resolution in principle. The 
National Archives of India has already been bringing out records based 
publications from time to time. It is, therefore, felt that the National 
Archives of India may examine the feasibility of formulating a special 
programme for publishing select scries of records as envisaged in the 
Resolution for the benefit of the scholars. There does not, however, 
appear to be any need for appointing a separate Committee for the 
purpose. 

In view of the above the Resolution need not be supported. 

Proceedings: In view of the position explained by the Standing Com¬ 
mittee, the mover agreed not to press the Resolution. 

7. Winding up of the Directorate of State Archives of Madhya Pradesh 

and its merger with the Directorate of Archaeology and Museum 

Resolution by Dr. J. P. Mishra 

The Commission notes with regret the decision of the Government of 
Madhya Pradesh to wind up the Directorate of State Archives and merge 
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it with the Directorate of Archaeology and Museum and urges the State 
Government to reconsider its decision so as to preserve the sanctity and 
independence of the State Archives. 

Explanatory Note : Madhya Pradesh possesses very rich holdings of 
documentary heritage of the erstwhile Princely States of Bhopal, Gwalior. 
Indore etc. which are invaluable source material for the study of Indian 
history. The State Archives of Madhya Pradesh has been playing an 
important role in the management and preservation of these records. The 
steps taken by the State Government to merge the State Archives with 
the Directorate of Archaeology and Museum will cause serious concern to 
scholars and others concerned with the proper preservation of our docu¬ 
mentary heritage. The State Government may therefore be urged to 
restore status*quo in respect of the functioning of State Archives. 

Standing Committee’s Views: The need for setting up of an independent 
Department of Archives in the States has been stressed time and again by 
the Indian Historical Records Commission as well as the National Com* 
mittee of Archivists at various Sessions. It was on the persistent demand 
made by the Indian Historical Records Commission that the State Archives 
of Madhya Pradesh was set up in November 1975 and it had been 
functioning independently. It is pertinent to add here that Archaeology, 
Museum and Archives arc separate disciplines so far as the areas of their 
activities are concerned and their merger into one Department is not 
desirable for the proper preservation, administration and dissemination of 
documentary heritage. While supporting the Resolution, the Committee 
is of the opinion that H.R.M. who is the President of the Commission 
may be requested to write to the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh urging 
him to reconsider this decision and restore independent status to the State 
Archives which it has enjoyed so far. 

Proceedings: Members unanimously expressed their concern over the 
decision ot the Madhya Pradesh Government and felt that the matter 
deserve to be taken up at the highest level. The Secretary explained that 
the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madhya Pradesh had been 
requested to look into the matter, but no response had so far been received. 
While favouring the adoption of the Resolution, Members supported the 
views of the Standing Committee that the President of the Commission 
may be requested to write to the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh to 
look into the matter personally. The following Resolution was then 
adopted . 



Resolution III : Tht Commission notes with regret the decision of ' the 
Government of Madhya ..Pradesh. to wind. up the .Directorate of. State 
Archives and merge it with the Directorate of Archaeology and Museum 
and urges the State Government to reconsider its decision so as to preserve 
the sanctity and independence of the State Archives. 

The rneetin ended with ^a Vote erf Thanks- to-the Chair. . 
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A.PAPERS PRESENTED 


THE EASTERN MORUNG s A DISPUTED TERRITORY IN ANGLO- 
NEPALESE RELATIONS (1770—1851) 

Tapasli K. Roy Choudhury 

A small strip of land, about 288 sq. miles in measurement, and 
situated at the foot-hills of the Himalayas on the northern side of West 
Bengal, was a cock-pit for power struggle between three states namely, 
Nepal, Sikkim and the British India towards the close of the eighteenth 
century. The topographical features of this area being highlighted by plain 
surfaces, canopied by lush green trees of commercial importance and well 
washed land through multiple river systems attracted the notice of the 
adjoining powers. They could hardly ignore the importance of its routes, 
strategic location and timber wealth. Consequently, mobilisation of forces 
at the trans-govemmental level took place; arguments to justify the ficti¬ 
tious and conflicting claims of the contending governments were tendered 
and the disputed region changed handis a few times within a span of eighty 
years until the East India Company’s Government annexed it permanently 
in the 50’s of the nineteenth century. The Company’s government was 
not initially much eager to take possession of this territory, in consideration 
of the fact that the terrain was hazardous. Besides, for its concentration on 
more important issues namely Oudh, Marathas and in the South, it had 
to apply itself with more determination for both survival and expansion. 
But after the Darjeeling grant of 1835 the British Government thought 
seriously to control this territory, for, all trade routes to Darjeeling and 
to Sikkim lay through this region. 

What follows in the underlying study is an attempt to (i) explore 
the causes of the conflict and its main events, and (ii) how this region 
has been eventually annexed by the British. 

I 

Till the seventeenth century the disputed territory known as the 
Eastern Morung, in contemporary records, was a part of the Cooch Behar 
Kingdom which extended up to Tirhut in the West and approached the slopes 
of the Himalayas on the North, and was administered by the Baikanthapur 
branch of the Cooch Behar ruling family, situated in the present Jalpai- 
guri town. 1 Incidentally, the Cooch Behar Kingdom was involved in an 
internecine quarrel, from the later part of the sixteenth century, on suc¬ 
cession issues and was also considerably weakened by the aggression of 
the Mughals who established their suzerainty over Cooch Behar through 
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repeated attacks. 8 As a result, Cooch Behar’s hold over its frontier ter¬ 
ritories had substantially loosened, and the inhabitants of Morung region 
fruitfully uti ised tit's opportunity to ignore the Cooch Behar rule. For 
a long period, therefore the Eastern Morung remained a terra incognita, 
because neither the Cooch Behar states nor the Subedars of Bengal had 
ever tried to bring it under any effective administration aga ; n. The Balkan- 
thapur Raikats, as funciionarics of the Cooch Behar State, also did not 
exert themselves to establish their de facto control. Eventually Sikkim, 
after it emerged as an organised state, following the accession of Phuntsog 
Nantgyal in 1642, took possession of this territory in the course of expansion 
toward the South.* Though the date of the annexation of the Eastern 
Morung by Sikkim is not known, it can however be ascertained that the event 
did not take place before the fifties of the eighteenth century, aqd not, in any 
case before the accession of Namgyal Phuntsog. Because, Father Cabral 
and Father Diez, in the course of their journey to Shigatse in 1628, went 
through the Sikkim route, avoid'ng the route through Bhutan. And while 
passing through the Eastern Morung, as the shortest route to Sikkim lay 
through it, the Jesu t travellers found this country w thout a regular govern¬ 
ment and very unsafe for traveller without the support of an armed escort. 4 

Sikkim’s territorial gain was demarketed by the river Mechi in the 
West and the Mahananda on the East, the later having flown along the bor¬ 
der of Baikanthapur, has entered into Purnia. This region is eighteen miles 
in length and sixteen miles in breadth, and in its demographic features it 
had no proximity to the Sikkimese on the hills. The northern side of this 
newlv occupied territory was inhabiled by the members of the Dhimal 
and Mech families, all tribal communities, and in the southern side the 
majority population was composed of the Rajbansis, who were settled 
agriculturalists and in their religious faith and social conventions they 
belonged to the mainstream of Hindu culture. Therefore, whatever ad¬ 
ministration the Sikkim rulers could perpetuate ih this region was presumably 
done through" the lo.-al inbab-tahts", particularly those whose ancestors fiad 
some administrative assignments in the past as revenue officials of the 
Cooch Behar State, or through those who were in possession of big jotes 
at that time. Sikkim’s financial gain from this region was not much then, 
may be a few thousand rupees (although the exact figure could not be as¬ 
certained from any contemporary record). But the fact that by annexing 
this region Sikkim could exercise control over the trade routes through this 
region was an overriding factor in future occupational struggle. Unfortuna¬ 
tely, as it turned out after a few years, this possession was not durable ; 
for in the wake of Nepali expansion after the Gurkhas came to power, in 
the middle of the eighteenth century, all vestiges of. Sikkim administration 
in the Eastern Morung were wiped out during 1770 to 1786. 

From the observations of the contemporary British officials in the 
neighbouring districts working in various capacities, it can be held that 
the importance of this region was also noticed by them. Thomas Rumbold, 
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the Patna Chief first-noticed it and, being contented'* about the clan¬ 
destine Nepali trade through this region, proposed in 1767 to arrange for 
effective measures- ia order to stop this : trade: 8 A few ; year* later, Ducorfel, 
the first English Superintendent of Purnea, pleaded in 1770. for extending 
the-company’s influence over this region, which, according to him is 
‘remarkable for the extreme flatness, in many places,' giving- the character of 
a swamp, its clayey soil and for its pestilent climate. 8 Besides Ducarel, 
Captain Jones too tried to pursuade Warren Hastings for the annexation 
of the western bank of the river Mahananda. He came to realise the strate¬ 
gic importance of that side while chasing the sannyasis and fakirs.' 1 But 
Warren Hastings ha/ing had other imperial pre-occupations could not treat 
the Mprung issue with: any- sense tofrpriqrity, .Further what.hcwanted to 
achieve-about this "frontier,-at-that juncture, was simolv confined to secure 
a safe trade route to Tibet. Of course, he could not realise this objective 
during his tenure. Nevertheless, it is difficult to say-feat he bad no desire 
to annex this territory; for in one of his letters to Sir George Collebrook 
he wrote feat he would ‘sedulously promote every under taking which' can 
complete fee line of our possession or addrto its security.’ 8 But the pro¬ 
tection of fee Fort Saint George in. Madras, which was threatened during 
the turbulent days of thcAnglo-Mysore War, was perhaps the most 
important mili tary concern of the Calcutta authorities then.’* 

The policy of the Company’s government vis-a-vis fee Eastern Morung, 
nevertheless had undergone substantial modification later for a number of 
reasons: 

(i) One of its proteges namely the ruler of fee Baikunthapur Eastate 
•was'very-severely: affected fey: the. expansionofe.tBei^ Nepali ipoweriin the 
•EastcrA Morung threatening: tile safety of:the ;BaikunfeapUr'ruhng. haw. 
'Th& RatkatS utBaikunAapur7w**fc the wsastetn brimdl oC the: Coqrir Behar 
ruling fanrily: but:they threw dff thbir allegiance ts :fee parent body 'became 
Weak and was eventually absorbed in fee-: Bengal: Subha during the. thirties 
of. the ei ghteenth centuryhy Saulat, Jang; \ fee Naib Faujdar of 
Ghoragliat- and' Rahgpnre.^ 0 After the.: .-.Dewani Settlement in : 1765 fee 
Raikats initially refused to accept the Cbmpany rule presumably under- 
estimating fee importance of the Company in Bengal Politics. Occasionally 
they resorted to clandestine defiance with the assistance of the sannyasis and 
fakirs, who revolted against fee Company’s revenue and business policies, 
Wilfully neglecting to pay the revenue of the Baikunthapur Eastate. to the 
Company authorities. 11 ;But in..retrospect, the decision of, fee Raikatsto 
employ'the. sannyasis and fakirs mercenaries, did’ not: turn out to. be wise; 
because, they always melted in the jungles of: Baikunthapur; in case rof 
direct confrontation wife the Company army; leaving fee Zamindar high 
and dry, much though they might harass* the Europeans in occassional and 
sporadic encounters. * - ... :::*•! . \ 
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It may be recalled tbat the Eastern Morung, party on account of 
the inefficient administration of the Sikkim government and partly for its 
attractive jungle terrain, turned in those days into a receptacle of all the 
rebels in the northern part of Bengal. The entire zone was rife with 
discontent during the late eighteenth century due to the new revenue and 
commercial policy of the Company, which occasioned serious economic 
and social dislocation by unseating some established zamindaTS, depeasantis¬ 
ing the settled agricultural communities, endangering the textile and silk 
industries and ruining the economic interest of the peddlers and itinerant 
traders. 13 Armed depredations by the sannyasis and fakirs within the 
Company’s territory, particularly during the dry months, were regular 
features which continued till 1800. This is testified by the fact that in 
1794 the Governor General in Council requested the Court of Directors 
to allow stationing a Native Battalion in the northern districts of Purnea, 
Dinajpore and Rangpore to protect the inhabitants from the rulerfc. 1 * And 
later one Lt. Colonel Stuart was appointed by the Commander in Chief 
to take charge of the proposed Native Battalion. 14 An illicit arms trade 
to Nepal through this region was also exposed. 15 

Having realised their mistake the Raikats, eventually, revised their 
policy, though the terms of settlement with the Company remained 
uncertain for some time more. One of the points of dispute between the 
Raikats and the Company was about the assessment of revenue, but finally, 
inspite of initial disagreement, the figure quoted by Purling, the Collector 
of Rangpore, had to be accepted by them, 14 and their relations remained 
normal ever after. Acceptance of the Company rule, in turn, imposed a 
liability on the Company to protect the faithful zamindar. 

(ii) The Court of Directors in London for some time then became 
very much interested in the Monmg for its timber. Hence, due to their 
insistence, first Mr. Myrtle was sent by the Fort William authorities in the 
Morung for fit trade, but he was robbed and killed by the sannyasis and 
fakirs in 1770. 1T And again Messers Francis Peacook and Manus 
Christie were sent to the Morung with necessary licences in order to procure 
fir trees for masts and yards and for extracting pitch and tar. 18 While 
allowing them to proceed to the Morung they had been adviced by the 
Governor of Fort William to observe caution in respect of their relationship 
with the natives and not to involve themselves in any act of violence or 
to enter into any commercial transactions with the countries bordering the 
Morung , 19 Peacock and Chirstie were asked to consider themselves as 
dependents of the Company, that had granted them the permission, unlike 
many other Europeans who had already settled in the region but could not 
be restrained by the Company from doing many unlawful acts. 30 And 
further, being urged by the Court of Directors, the Calcutta authorities 
asked the Resident of Murshidabad to despatch a proper force in order to 
protect the company territory from the inroads of the Morung people, or 
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the Mountaineers. The matter, in fact, was under consideration of the 
Mursbidabad Resident and the Naib Najim for some time and they were 
contemplating to bring the ‘low countries’ under the possession of the Bengal 
Subhai* 1 

(iii) The necessity to help Sikkim during the Anglo-Nepalese war 
(1814*15) and the compulsions of a trade route to Tibet further activated 
the Company’s government to formulate a concrete policy towards the 
northern part of the Company’s territory. 

II 

The Morung issue assumed seriousness in the wake of Nepali design 
to extend Nepal frontier in the East beyond the Western Morung, although, 
during the reign of Prithvinarayan Shah, the Nepal Government always 
apprehended British retaliation. Therefore, instead of resorting to outright 
military adventurism, Prithvinarayan Shah tried to diplomatically persuade 
Warren Hastings to let him take possession of the Eastern Morung in lieu of 
payment of annual tribute.** Further in order to serve his idea with more 
attractive coating, he promised to hold back the sannyasis and fakirs, who 
roused animus amongst the Company officials. 3 * Inspite of these feelers 
Hastings maintained definite position and requested the Nepal King not 
to nurse any idea as he had expressed. 24 No more correspondence, therefore, 
took place with the Nepal King. Besides, Hastings got seriously engaged 
in the Bhutan-Cooch Behar quarrel in which the Company had to be 
finally involved in a war with Bhutan. The Treaty of 1773 with Cooch 
Behar had enjoined the Company to do so. 25 After signing the peace treaty 
with Bhutan in 1774 Hastings became more interested in opening a trade 
route to Tibet through Bhutan than in any territorial expansion, which 
temporarily shellved the Morung issue as well. 

In the meanwhile Prithvinarayan Shah died in the year 1771, and there 
being regency for full twenty years (1775—96) after him the frontier ad¬ 
ministrators, particularly in the East, gradually advanced almost inde¬ 
pendently up to the river Mechi, and they were planning to conquer the 
Eastern Morung. The proposed conquest provided, for all practical pur¬ 
poses, some encouragement to the dissident company subjects, who took 
asylum in the Morung and lay in wait to cross the river Mahananda in 
order to enter into the north-western part of the Rangpore district 28 in the 
Company territory. Consequently, this conspiracy alarmed Purling, the 
Collector, who informed the Calcutta authorities and sought definite 
instructions. 21 

In addition to rebel activities the Eastern Morung was then passing 
through a period of group quarrel between Jitpal Maffick, the Chief Jatedar 
and virtually the de facto ruler of this region, and the Faujdar of the 
Eastern Morung 28 who conspired against Jitpal and was killed. As a result 
the son of the deceased Faujdar namely Munshiram, prepared to take 
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revenge which,-, as was. want, propelled the Jitpal faction to 6eek military 
assistance from the. neighbouring Nepali officials, One Gangaram Thapaj 
a Nepali official, profitably utilised this opportunity and invaded this area 
in order to establish his control. Interestingly enough, the warring factions 
soon discovered to their dismay the real motives of Gangaram. and as 
a measure made up the quarrel between themselves to try to jointly, repulse 
him. But the invaders had no difficulty to overpower the combined army 
of the Morungis and so Gangaram’s victory forced the withdrawal of the 
vanquished into the north-western part of Rangpore. 2 * The Collector of 
Rangpore, Bogle who succeeded Purling had to face this situation on the 
frontier and having intended to restore peace he asked Ganga¬ 
ram the possible causes of his encroachment into non- 
Nepali territory. Gangaram,.in his.-reply, built up a case against 
the Raikats of . Baikuntbapur for . non-payment of some old dues 
and he complained, that, his enemies were being protected 
in the Company’s territory. 80 , Bogle, therefore;.asked Munshiram and others 
to disband their armed retainers, or to leave the Company territory, and 
advised Gangaram to place, his claims against the Raikats witb the Collector 
of Rangpore. Bogle, however, was not sure of success, because his suspicion 
was intensified, by the fact that he. obtained definite news about the-Nepali 
designs against the. English, from Tashilama after he went to Shigatse in 
1774-75, he held to this view much though his counterpart in Puraea, 
namely W. Rooke, implored him to accept Nepal’s innocence. 81 

Although the Sikkim government failed to take any quick action to 
expel the invaders, the news of Sikkim’s belated preparation to initiate a 
move to regain its territory reached the plains Gangaram, therefore, in 
order to foil that move, and legitimise bis bold on the Morung, came to 
terms with the most important bapdits and- rebel. leaders, who had settled 
in this region. Birbal, the leader of a notorious band of robbers, made an 
alliance with him,‘ 8a and Wajnir Shah, Hie CtSef ; of ; the; fakir? and sannyasis, 
■who secured previo’usly five jotts from tfie Sikkim rural, was given five more 
jotes by Gangaram to enlist fiis' support.^ Besides, the-Dcwan of Bijapbre, 
-the seat of" the Nepali officer in the- Western Morung,**- add Bhim Kumar, 
nephew 1 of-Raifcat • (farpadev,^ who had grievances agdinst •'his^tihcli, 
were won over and they arranged thfcir forces comprising 250'siepbys i and 
100 Barkandazis to help Gangaram, in case any military support was 
heeded. 

Bogle's overture for peace obviously elicited no response from 
Gangaram and so, be instructed the Subedar of the Company’s forces 
stationed at Sannyasikata on the Baikuntbapur side of the frontier to 
prevent both Munshiram and Gangaram from crossing the. rivet Maha- 
-nanda, 88 the intention being to dissuade them from using Baikuntbapur 
for their predatory acts. As a precaution, the Collector of Pnmea too asked 
the zamindar of Gurjapur, in the Pumea district-to be vigilant about 
• Prrfr nl and his. bandits.. Further, he was asked to. watch the: movements of 
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the Nepalese and to prevsfit them from crossing the river Mahanaada, if 
necessary , aT The zamiiidar, however, proved to be of nio help, because 
taking advantage -of the troubled situation he made nil possible efforts 
to-maximise his gain 8 * and, in fact, it was reported that whenever the 
irayOts from Baakunthapur tried to remove their gains and goods to 
Ptfrnea foi: safety they were intercepted by the armed retainers of the 
zemindar. And with n -view to advancing a pretext for his mis-deeds -he 
formulated a counter -charge, which eventually proved to be false, aganist 
the fanjdar of Quasimganj that he Was found to have frightened the 
rayot r of Sujapore.*® 

The removal of Bogle by the Governor General, at this juncture, to 
meet the Tashilajna at Canton offered Gapgaram and his supporters the 
much needed opportunity to consolidate their hold in this region. 
The Tibetan trade having occupied a very important place in the Company's 
commercial ventures then,™ which, coupled with important issues like 
British relations with Mysore and the Marathas forced the Calcutta 
authorities to neglect a minor frontier problem in the Eastern Morung. 
AS a f&tflt, the invaders could utilise a relatively quiet atmosphere. 
Taking advantage of the absence of British interest here Bhim Kumar 
indulged in intermittent raids into his uncle’s territory every year and 
eventually fdreed die ruler to take shelter in the Baikunthapur forest in 
1781. 41 Filially, on aceount ^of degeneration of laW and order, Goodlad, 
Bogle’s successor at Rangpore decided to apprehend Klim Kumar. 
Unfortunately, inspite oT his best efforts he could secure only fifty sepoys 
to arrest Bhim Kumar, the action, understandably, being half-herted, 
Bhim escaped arrest. 42 No further military action was contemplated to 
nab- the* absconding criminal, because all the detached sepoys were 
withdrawn by the- Governor General 48 Warren Hastings, of course made 
a friendly overturn towards Nepal fry sending a goodwill mission under 
the leadership of Foxcraft in January, 1784* 4 to be able to resolve the 
existing trouble in the frontiers. But nothing was heard about the out¬ 
come of h 
ar. 


The political situation in the north-western part of Rangpore 
deteriorated alarming ly at the beginning of 1786; for, Gangaram Thapa had 
advanced southward up to the right bank of the river Mahananda facing 
die. frontier.of the Baikunthapur estate. And bis followers, had entered in 
baches into the frontier villages of north-western Rangpore also and 
indulged r in wreckless .plunder. This prompted the Rangpore administration 
to arrange for some retaliatory measures, arid as a result of the' initial 
encounters of the Company forces with the invaders, the official at 

Ranaaore came, ta realise that all-,their previous assumptions that the 

incidents were only predatory in nature were wrong. ThereTofe ,"'aullfSfy 
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intervention of a larger dimension was contemplated. W. Duncanson the 
commander of the Rangpore Barkandazi troops, proceeded to the affected 
areas and so was able to send correct information to the Rangpore 
Collector. 46 While chasing the plunderers at Boda and Karjirhat 49 
Duncanson halted for some time at Nawabganj near Boda where a person 
from Jalpaiguri reported to him about the sufferings inflicted on. the 
Raikats by the plunderers. Duncanson correctly guessed that the pluderers 
at Baikunthapur belonged to the stock from which the other groups, of 
plunderers bad emerged 47 and, therefore he, proceeded to Jalpaiguri in 
no time to asses the situation, Later, from the Dewan of the Raikats, 
who met him, Duncanson came to know that one Prabhuram, an assistant 
of Gangaram, was the leader of this group and he had been sent by 
Gangaram particularly for this purpose. The Raikat, however could not 
meet Duncanson on account of ill health. In course of their conversation 
the Dewan further advised Duncanson not to proceed against Prabhuram 
with a small force, because he was alleged to be well-armed and supported 
by a large following. 

As the events, dictated Duncanson had to write to Rangpore for 
more force 40 and in the meanwhile he went back to Qasimganj. This 
place had somes. strategic importance being situated at the juncture of 
road links towards north-west and north-east of Baikunthapur Estate. He 
also suspected that Gangaram would be somewhere around when his forces 
had crossed the river Mahananda. At Qasimganj Duncanson came to know 
that some followers of Gangaram had already encamped in the bazar area 
and so, as a military measure be planned to defeat them in a surprise 
at tack, In the encounter that followed, the forces of Gangaram were indeed 
dispersed, but the leader of the troops implored Duncanson to withdraw 
from the place on the ground that the area which they accupied was, in 
f act, well within the Nepali territory. He further informed that Gangaram, 
their leader, stayed somewhere in the neighbour-hood and in case of 
compliance he would be requeseted to meet the English and release the 
kidnapped rayots of Baikunthapur. On 15 February 1786 Gangaram wrote 
to Duncanson that he had no desire to come to any conflict with the 
English; he only wanted to capture Munshiram and Mahadev who had 
been extremely harmful to his subjects. Nevertheless, Duncanson insisted 
on the points that Gangaram must withdraw from that place and that the 
Company's subjects with their properties ought to be released. Though 
Gangaram met Duncanson next morning the meeting was of no avail, 
because Gangaram was neither willing to vacate the place nor did he agree 
to hand over the kidnapped persons unless the alleged absconding subjects 
were transferee! to him by the British officials. On the contrary, GahgaramV 
men started demonstrating angrily and held out a threat of reprisal in 
future Duncanson tightly guessed that odds were overwhelmingly against 
him and hence he decided to postpone further military action then. 61 
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The Rangpore Collector, being anxious, watched closely the develop¬ 
ments at Raikanthapur and, therefore, in order to provide additional 
mili tary support to Duncanson he requested Captain Alexander 
to proceed to the scene of trouble. 62 Alexander went to 
Qasimganj with three hundred sepoys but finding Gangaram to be peaceful 
and not contemplating any retaliatory move, he hesitated to undertake any 
military operation without exhausting the peaceful means of negotiation. 
Minor provocations to justify military action, however continued and, in 
fact, even after Alexander reached Qasimganj the invaders had kidnapped 
one hundred men, women and children, besides seriously wounding twelve 
persons and lifting five hundred cattle. Alexander first tried for negotiation 
and the Rangpore Collector had also advised him to do so for a peaceful 
settlement. Use of arms was, therefore, avoided, till negotiation continued. 
Alexander’s negotiation for peace was not reciprocated by Gangaram; he 
repeated his demand for the surrender of his enemies and in a fit of 
insolence declared that he would give a fitting reply to Alexander if 
Alexander would try to force a military decision on him. 6 ® 

Thus the peaceful overtures having failed, Alexander had to prepare 
for military action; as a stratagic move he crossed the river Mahananda at 
Qasimganj and advanced towards a stokade at Needantarrahgury . M Being 
built of wood and fortified by timber-scaffolding it was used primarily for 
the purpose of monitoring and for minor resistance and, therefore, it was 
not sufficiently manned. The structure was burnt down by Alexander and 
later on interrogation, the captives informed him about the existence of 
two more stokades one standing at a distance of two miles and the other 
one mile towards the North West of that place. 55 The second stockade, 
situated at Punchenny 56 was of stronger build, because Gangaram intended 
to retire there in case any military reverse had compelled it. In all appear¬ 
ances, Alexander’s movmertts were initialy hesitant, because be was guided 
by three considerations. First, the route to the stockade having passed 
through deep forest was very unsafe and it was not unlikely that the 
enemy must be hiding in ambush along the way. Secondly, serious military 
engagements with the enemy might provoke the nearest Nepal officers to 
send reinforcements in support of Gangaram and in that case no effective 
retaliation could be executed without advanced preparation. 57 The last 
reason, which was the most important, was that without the instruction from 
the Calcutta authorities Macdowall, the Collector of Rangpore, thought 
it advisable not to inter into any serious military engagement with the 
Nepalese. 58 Therefore, Macdowall advised Alexander to confine his move¬ 
ment inside the country and to be on the defensive. Surprisingly enough, 
Macdowall’s suspicion came true; the Committe of Revenue at Culcutta 
did not approve of Alexander’s military undertakings and advised him to 
restrict his operations to the defence of the Company s tertiterial frontier 
towards the Eastern MorungP * 



26 


However, the new Governor General, Macpherson, after having as¬ 
sumed office, introduced some changes in the Anglo-Nepal relations in the 
Eastern Morung and so preparations for the confrontation with the invading 
Nepalese was undertaken. Macpherson asked Alexander to maintain posses¬ 
sion of the conquered fort at Needan and not to retreat within the Rangporc 
provinces unless safety of the troops should render it necessary.* 0 He 
argued that the loss suffered by the Company subjects due to Gangaram’s 
invasions- had tobe recomposed by the Gurkha government. In order to 
strengthen the army in operation Macpherson asked the Commander in 
Chief to deploy the 2nd Battalian of the 21 Regiment to the north-western 
frontier of Rangpore and to alert Major Dunn of the 29th Regiment at 
Dinajpore to get ready for action, if needed.* 1 

Ill 

In the meanwhile Alexander went to Qasimganj, in accordance with the 
last instruction from Rangpore, but Jus military, exploits at Needantarguri 
succeeded to produce some salutary effects. For, Bulwant Singh, the Nepali 
officer of the Western Morung, showed eagerness for a peaceful settlement 
and as a gesture of goodwill released fifty five captive women and children 
and promised to return the cattle lifted from Baikunthapur, 82 Alexander 
nevertheless, was not sure about the sincerity of Bulwant and so be emplo¬ 
yed some agents to gather correct information to know what Bulwant really 
intended to do. On the basis of report from the Intelligence, Alexander 
formulated a fairly reasonable conjecture that the invasion was being 
conducted by Gangaram without obtaining prior permission from the Nepal 
government and that the frontier officers were trying to prevent this news 
from being carried to the government at Kathmandu even by withholding 
all letters from the Company officials addressed to the Nepal government. 83 
Besides, the frontier Nepali officials were worried about the possibility that 
their government would be finally involved in a war with the English due 
to their adventurism and disloyalty. Notwithstanding the fact that Bulwant 
was the senior officer in the Western Morung he had no control over the 
refractory Gangaram Thapa, and therefore he could nither restrain him 
nor could he release the remaining persons in captivity. His plea to Alexander 
that Gangaram was chained at Bijaypore was not true; on the contrary, 
Gangaram was found to move about at Panchami and was involved in some 
predatory acts at Gooserkery and Rajar jhar Jungle at that time. 84 In April 
1786, the 2nd Battalion of the 21st Regiment came to assist Alexander, as 
was desired by Macpherson. But before the military operation started the 
main culprit viz. Gangaram Thapa was arrested by Bulwant Singh. Bulwant 
informed Macdowall that the matter was brought to the notice of the 
Nepal Darbar in order to prevent Gangaram from committing further acts 

of aggression. Besides Bulwant offered himself to be accountable to the 

Company for any breach of trust, and he requested Macdowall to withdraw 
all forces from the frontier region.* 8 
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The news of Gangaram’s arrest was confirmed and it was -farther 
confirmed by the British agents that the operation of the Nepali-officets 
in the Eastern Morung was not approved by. .the ...Nepali'-: government, 
Macdowall’s younger brother at Dinajpore had also accepted this report. 9 * 
Therefore, Macdowall had no further hesitation to request major Buchanan 
of the 2nd Battalion, who came to help Alexander, to go back to the Bat¬ 
talion Headquarter at Berhampore. 87 In a letter to Macdowall the Nepali 
government also regretted those unlawful acts of Gangaram and assured 
him to bring the accused to book. Presumably, not being able to ignore 
the friendliness of the English towards Nepal, the Nepal government 
further requested him not to let this incident to cause rift between Nepal 
and India. 68 Later, Macdowall withdrew the forces under Alexander froth 
the Morung region. 

For all these years Bhutan was silent about the Morung dispute, nor 
did Sikkim evei try to regain her territory by forces, although the persons 
who were dislodged from this area due to die invasions were all Sikkimi 
subjects. But a letter, at his juncture, from the Dev Raja of Bhutan and ad¬ 
dressed to the Collector of Rangpore offering mediation added a new dimen¬ 
sion to the issue." Macdowall was a litde surprised at this move and was not 
being able to grasp fully the implications of the Bhutani offer, though he 
sent a reply explaining the terms on the basis of which an accord could 
be arrived at. 70 

In the absence of any contemporary record to the contrary, one may 
presuppose that Bhutan took that move in its own interest, because,' on 
account of this dispute Bhutan was anxious that its possession at Xnibari- 
Falakata 71 , within the Baikunthapur estate and adjacent to the Morung was 
likely to be seriously affected. So, this overture for friendship might help 
her to obtain a passage through the territory of theRaikats, which it could 
not realise since the tract was ceded to Bhutan in 1787, 7s on the basis of 
a decision taken by Warren Hasdngs. The Raikats had never accepted 
this transaction in good grace and therefore, they were always sore with 
Bhutan and they always thoughtfully pursued a policy of obstruction;?*? 
The British need to open a trade route through Bhutan was the-strongest 
motivating factor for Warren Hastings to transfer this land to Bhutan; 75 
Presumably, the Raikats had disliked it, but they could not prevent it. 
During the Morung dispute Bhutan apprehended that the Raikats might 
utilise it to prejudice the English against Bhutan. The mediation offer, as 
Bhutan visualised it, would repair their relations with the Company if, : of 
course, any damage would have already been done. 

. But in retrospect it can be argued that Bhutan’s suspicion had no 
basis and no such move as this was required at all. Because, the .English 
were trying their utmost to find an opening to Tibet; and as they had no 
alternative they could not but appease Bhutan. .. Their failure in. Nepal to 

3—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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utilise the Nepal route highlighted it, and therefore, they were prepared 
to pay any price, which was considered necessary to satisfy Bhutan, even if 
Bhutan would have remained indifferent. 

IV 

Within a couple of years., after the forces were withdrawn, the Morung 
turned out again into a twilight zone for conflicting claims. True, Nepal 
physically withdrew from this region but it had never renounced its claim 
and Sikkim too reestablished its rule all but perfunctorily. The administration 
fell again in the hands of persons whose quarrel had precipitated the crisis. 
Therefore, the peace obtained through the British intervention was destined to 
be short lived. Around 1788 the Gorkhas again attacked Sikkim in the 
hill region and defeating the king of Sikkim they occupied its capital. But 
Nepal failed to retain it in the face of combined opposition of Sikkim, 
Tibet and Bhutan, and as a diversion the invading army entered into the 
Morung again. The Sikkim king, being under both human and financial 
resource constraints, could not arrange to send any troop to the plains 
to fight Nepal.. All it did then was to concentrate on Gangtok, around 
which the battles were fought with varying fortunes. 75 The declaration of 
war by the British against Nepal at this stage, on account of Nepal’s 
forceful possession of Burthwal in the United Province-Nepal border, 
therefore offered Sikkim ample scope to explore areas of common interest 
with the Brifish. In the final analysis, this incident turned the fate of the 
war. To the British the principal motivation to be involved in the Morung 
issue again was to (i) try to find an opening to Tibet through Sikkim, 
(ii) foil the moves of Nepal and Bhutan to come to terms during the period 
of the war, and (iii) in the long run to facilitate British trade in Tibet 
through Sikkim. Hence Captain Latter of the Bengal Army was asked to 
proceed to Sikkim to help the Ruler of Sikkim in all possible ways against 
the Nepali invaders. 78 

In the spring of 115 Latter entered the Morung with a force of 
2,000 men and as soon as he entered the Morung he established his 
contract with the S ikkim authorities. 77 The Sikkim government agreed to 
co-operate with the English, and the terms on which their proposed 
cooperation was said to be established were that (i) the Government of 
Sikkim would get arms from the English, (ii) their lost territory would 
be restored to them, and (iii) Sikkim would serve as a link between 
Calcuttu and Lhasa. 78 The Anglo-Nepal War ended in the defeat of Nepal, 
the terms of Nepal’s surrender were spelt out in the Sugauli Treaty 
signed in 1815. By this treaty Nepal ceded the territory between the 
Sirigalila range and the Tista river to the Company. 79 With regard to 
S ikkim the Nepal government agreed to maintain the sanctity of Nepal- 
Sikkim frontier, and in all differences between Nepal and Sikkim it had 
promised to accept British arbitration. 80 By the Treaty signed at Titalya 
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in 1817, 10 February the Company handed over to Sikkim in Article I 
the Darjeeling Hills in ‘full sovereignty’ 81 in recognition of Sikkim’s 
association during the war. But the term ‘full sovereignty’ was modified in 
the Sunnud, issued to the Raja of Sikkim on April 7, 1817 by which the 
Eastern Morung was trasferred to Sikkim. The modification was introduced 
in two places viz. (i) para one with the sentences that *.... to be helped by 
the Sikkimputtee Rajah as a feudatory, or as acknowledging the supremacy 
of the British Government over the said lands .... ” and (ii) fifth para 
with the sentence... .such orders as the Governor General in Council..... 
may find it necessary to transmit to the local authorities are to be 
immediately obeyed and carried into execution. 82 The transfer of this 
tract took place obviously with the intention to establish friendship with 
Sikkim and to materialise the idea of Tibetan trade through the Sikkim 
route without any difficulty. 

The Treaty of Titalya roused much expectations amongst the British 
rulers about a flourishing Tibetan trade, but the subsequent incidents 
injuring Sikkim-India friendship belied all expectations. Tibetan trade did 
not flourish much, on the contrary, an era of continuous strife and 
misgivings between Calcutta and Gangtok was unfurled. 88 Sikkim was 
complaining about the British attitude towards the terms of the Darjeeling 
grant of 1835 though a sum of Rs. 3,000.00 (three thousand) annually 
was sanctioned by the British. Later, issues involving trading privileges 
transfer of Cr.minals and on Darjeel ng Super ntendent’s interference in 
the succession quarrel in Sikkim the relations further deteriorated and the 
Sikkim government held a posture of animosity. Eventually, Campbell, the 
Deputy Superintendent, and S r Richard Hooker were arrested by the 
Sikkim government when they went into Sikkim on some botanical explo¬ 
rations. 84 Evidently, the Government of India felt outraged at the conduct 
of the Dewan Y. Namgyal who planned the arrest and as a retaliatory 
measure India first stopped in 1846 the payment of grant money 83 and 
finally annexed the Eastern Morung in 1850, the tract which was consi¬ 
dered by the British the ‘only lucrative or fertile estate he (Sikkim King) 
possessed’. 

The entire operation was graphically described in the political 
Consultation, 1850 and an except from which may be quoted. “The 
seizure was quietiy effected by four policemen taking possession of the 
treasury, which, it was said, contained exactly six rupees, and by announc¬ 
ing to the villagers the confiscation of this territory to the British govern¬ 
ment. At the same time there was annexed to it the portion of Sikkim 
hills bounded by the Raman on the north, Rangit and the Tista on the 
east and by the Nepal frontier in the west, a tract of country containing 
about 5,000 souls. The result was to confine the Raja to the mountainous 
hinterland, and to cut off all access to the plains except through British 
territory. The change was welcomed by the inhabitants, for it only involved 
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the payment of a small fixed tax in money to the treasury at Darjeeling, 
instead of a fluctuating one in kind, with services to the Raja and liability 
to further an annoyance to the Dewan.” This decision was never reversed- 
after the Anglo-Sikkim War of 1861 the British government decided to 
reins'ale the Sikkim king to power 88 but the Morung remained a part 
of the British territory for ever. 

It is intriguing, in a sense, that even after the cessation of this terri¬ 
tory by the Treaty of Sugauli, Nepal seemed to have maintained its claim 
on this tract and used to retain manned outposts at Siliguri. A letter from 
Pushkar Shah, dated 183 1 87 , who was the Chauntarya (executive official) 
of the Nepal government here and addressed to Bhim Sen Thapa testified 
to the fact that whatever might have been the official position, the Nepali 
officials posted in the Morung continued to believe that it was a Nepali 
territory. 88 Perhaps Sikkim’s control over the Morung was inadequate even 
after the 1817 treaty. This Pushkar Shah later conspired with king 
Rajendra Shah to oust Bhim Sen Thapa and was once sent to China as 
mukhtayar of Nepal. After the departure of Pushkar Shah, which was 
occasioned by the political turmoli that bad engulfed Kathmandu at that 
time, Nepal never insisted on its claim on the Eastern Morung, not even 
covertly. 

V 

Thus the process which was initiated in 1770 was completed in 1850 
to the satisfaction of the Calcutta authorities as well as of the Court of 
Directors. Although during the late eighteenth century the English might 
not have contemplated to annex the Eastern Morung permanently, the fact 
that it was always occupying an important place in their frontier policy was 
beyond doubt. 

However, ihe hesitation with which the English treated the Eastern 
Morung question in the late eighteenth century was substantially modified 
in the early part of the nineteenth century. Partly on military consideration, 
as Nepal sought to disrupt the British northern frontier policy, but 
primarily for the timber wealth and the importance of the Eastern Morung 
region as an appropriate trade route to Tibet that the British developed 
the policy of annexation. In the nineteenth century, Campbell, like his 
predecessors in Rumbold, Captain Jones and Ducarell of the eighteenth 
century, also championed the cause of permanent possession of this tract. 
Campbell was more forceful in his argument and in his capacity as the 
first Deputy Superintendent of Darjeeling utilised every opportunity to 
influence the decision of the Governor General in Council. Besides, the 
British administration could realise by that time that all their efforts to 
find an opening to Tibet either through Nepal or through Bhutan went in 
vain. Moreover, Bhutan was gradua’ly turning hostile and therefore it 
might try to make a common cause with Nepal against the English. 88 If 
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Bhutan so desired; presumably it would open a direct link with Nepal 
from its Ambari-Falakata region in the eastern part of the Morung , 
Permanent annexation .of the Morung therefore would, conveniently serve 
the English to prevent Bhutan from establishing any direct contact with 
Nepal and to help India to negotiate with Bhutan, if necessary, on 
convenient military terms. 

This incident, ns it were, is not of any paramount importance in the 
history of British expansion in India, but it serves to reveal the functioning 
of the imperial mind in which the major compulsions were motivation for 
power and profit. This observation is broadly true in the larger context 
of colonial politics, but in specific situations as well as this one, all the 
sub-plots eventually contribute to the grand drama of imperial rule. 
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PORTUGUESE CHAUL AFTER 1600 A.D 
L. B. Kenny 

Portuguese Chaul is one of the most interesting places in the Raigad 
district of the Maharashtra State. It is. an ancient city, later called Reva- 
danda by the Marathas, built on the northern extremity of a narrow strip of 
territory on the mainland of North Konkan. Located in the Alibagh 
Taluka, it is situated in 18° 33' North Latitude and 72° 59' East Longi¬ 
tude and about 30 miles south-east of Bombay. It lies close to the coast, 
on the north or right bank of the Roha creek and/or Kundalika river. It 
is bounded by a broken range of low hills of the Sahyadri mountain on the 
north-east, by the Arabian Sea on the west, and by the Kundalika river 
on the south and south-east. 

The political rivalry between Bijapur and Ahmednagar was the likely 
cause of the Portuguese first obtaining a footing in the Konkan when the 
Portuguese commander Dom Lorenzo de Almeida appeared at Chaul 
.around 15Q5. 

Knowing that the Sultans of Egypt and Gujarat had agreed jointly to 
drive the Portuguese out of the Indian areas, the Portuguese treated all 
Muslims as their enemies. Almeida, therefore, while cruising in search 
of the entemy’s fleet and anchoring near Chaul with a squadron of ten 
ships, attacked all Muslim ships with such great destruction, that this dis¬ 
play of strength induced the Ahmedanagar King Nizam-ul-Mulk ruling over 
the Konkan coast from Nagothana to Bankot, to come to terms with the 
Portuguese by agreeing to pay them, in April 1509, an annual tribute of 
200 gold pardaos (Rs. 7600) for the protection of their fleet for the vessels 
frequenting Nizam-ul-Mulk’s ports. By 1512—21, the Portuguese were 
also allowed to establish a factory at Chaul. 1 

When Caesar hredric, the merchant of Venice, visited Chaul in 1563, 
he described it as having two cities, one belonging to the Portuguese, and 
the other to the Moors. The one that belonged to the Portuguese, was 
lower than the other, commanded the mouth of the harbour, and was very 
strongly fortified. One of the Portuguese inscriptions in 1577 (See 
Inscription No. 1) describes Alexandre de Souza Freira, the Captain of 
this Fort, building “the whole of this fortification along the beach” 2 . The 
other one belonging to the Moors, was about a mile and a half from that 
city. Both these cities of Chaul, according to the merchant were sea 
ports with flourishfng trade : n all kinds of spices, drugs, raw silk, sandal¬ 
wood, porcelain of China, cloth from Portugal and Mecca, and many other 
valuable commodities. Every year there arrived ten or fifteen large ships 
laden wth great nuts called Giagra 3 which were cured or dried 1 . 
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On the fall of Ahmedanagar in 1600 ‘Upper Chaul’ became a port of 
Akbar's Mughal Empire, and was called Mamale Mortezabad. 

While in India during 1601—1608 the French traveller Francois 
Pyrard who visited Chaul, described it as : “The city and fortress of Chaul 
differs from others (Damaun and Bassein), is being extremely rich and 
abounding in valuable goods, which merchants from all parts of India and 
the East come here to seek for. But the prinqipal article is silk, of which 
there is so large a quantity as to supply both the markets of Goa and India, 
and are far nicer than those of China”. 5 He also wrote that the manu¬ 
facture of furniture and lacquered articles and weaving industry were popular 
in Upper Chaul governed by a Malik, a vessel of the Mughal emperor. 

In 1609, the Muslim Governor of Upper Chaul was bold enough to 
send a fleet of 30 pardaos 8 to watch the Portuguese. In 1611, consequently, 
some Muslim outlaws found their way into Chaul and murdered its Captain 
Baltazar Rebello d’Almeida. Chaul was also damaged considerably by 
the Mughal force in the very next year. The next Portuguese governor of 
Chaul, Ruy Freire d’Andrada, however, improved its fortunes for some¬ 
time by signing two favourable treaties with the Mughal ruler and Nizam 
Shah II of Bijapur, with an understanding that neither the English nor the 
Dutch should be permitted to settle a Chaul. 

The Italian traveller Pietro Della Valle who visited Chaul of the 
Moors, on 2nd December 1625, described it as a spacious port having 
several shops selling all the necessities of life, country cloth and fine muslins 
and other articles, which were brought to Chaul from other parts of the 
interior, as according to him, the sea was infested by Malabar pirates in 
such large numbers that even the Portuguese ships of war were afraid to 
face them. 7 

The King’s chronicler Antonio Bocarro described the Portuguese fort 
of Chaul in 1634 as surrounded by a wall with nine bastions and having 
200 Portuguese and 50 Native Christian houses, doubled storied buildings 
of stone and mortar. Each family had one slave able to carry arms. But, 
Bocarro continued to state that there were more slaves earlier, but they 
fled to the land of the Moors, probably due to the fear of the ‘Inquisition’ 
for the suppression of heresy, as the Jesuits were at that time, very 
powerful in Chaul. 8 

A Portuguese Stone inscription measuring 2 feet 2i inches long by 
2 feet 6 inches broad, originally belonging to an oblong vacant space above 
one of the two gates of the fort, but eventually traced in the Museum of 
the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (now Asiatic Society of 
Bombay) (See Inscription No. 2), was translated by Mr. J. H. da Cunha 
Rivara, Chief Secretary to the Goa Government, as follows: “This work 
was made at the end of the year 1635 and the beginning of 1636, when 
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Joa de Thobar de Velasco was the Captain of this fortress of Chaul, and 
the glorious Father St. Francis Xavier of the Society of Jesus was taken as 
Patron of this city”. 9 

This inscription was first translated by one Rev. Joseph Poli S. J. in 
May 1860. But it was subsequently corrected by Da Cunha Rivara with 
the following note correcting the nr stake of the Jesuit Father Poli : “Chaul 
is not a place of Mahim close to the bridge, but is situated on the coast, 
23 miles south of Bombay, and has been a remarkable town and port in 
the time of the Portuguese”. 10 

The inscription proves the great influence of the Jesuits on Chaul. This 
could be further corroborated by many Portuguese inscriptions found in 
the Fort. A short inscription (See Inscription No. 3), for example, states 
that a “gate is under the protection of Our Lady of Dolorus”. 11 An 
inscription of 1635-36 (See Inscription No. 2) refers to St. Francis Xavier 
of the Society Of Jesus, as Patron of the City of Chaul when Joao de 
Thobar de Velasco was the Captain of the Fort of Chaul. 12 Another 
inscription carved on a small tablet of white marble with a conspicuously 
portrayed coat-of-arms, about 4 feet 1 inch long and 2 feet 9i inches broad 
(See Inscription No. 4) refers to the Captain of the Fort, Dom Gilianes 
Noronha, building in 1640, a Chapel in memory and praise of St. Francisco 
Xavier who had resided at the place, on his way to Bassein. 13 Like St. 
Xaviei, Chaul was visited by many other celebrated saints and hallowed 
its soil. Numerous missionary expeditions had started from Chaul, 
almost every year. 

The towers, gates and bastions of the fort have been also named 
after Christian saints to whom they were dedicated. Even the Water 
Battery was named Santa Cruz. The engraved names of most of the 
saints like Sam Pedro, Sam Thiago, Sam Francisco Xavier and Sam 
Felippe, hav|a now become totally illegible and worn out. 14 

The Portuguese Fort had also patronized several religious bnildiugs 
like the Cathedral, the House of Mercy, the Jesuit’s Monastery, the Domi¬ 
nican’s monastery and 4 open churches of St. Paul, St. John, St. Sebastian 
and Mother of God. All these religious establishments were maintained 
by the King of Portugal by an annual expenditure of 4897 Xeraphins 
(Rs. 2448) 15 . 

An inscription (See Inscription No. 5) 5 feet 11 inches long and 
2 feet 2i inches broad, also reads, “Consecrated to Eternity D. Joao IV, 
King of Portugal, in the Cortes which he assembled in the year 1646, 
jmade tributary himself and his kingdom, with an annual pension, to the 
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Lady, and under a public oath, 
promised to defend that the same Lady, the elect patroness of his empire, 
has been preserved from the stain of original sin. In order that Portuguese 
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piety should last, he commanded to carve this perpetual memento on this 
stone, in the 15th year of his reign and the year of Christ 1655. This 
work was done in the year 1656”. 16 

This inscription testifies to the vow made by the King of Portugal, 
Dom Joao IV, to defend, by all means in his power, the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary, for which purpose a decree was passed 
with an orefcr to carve such inscriptions in every city and fort of the 
Portuguese in India. 17 

These evidences prove without any doubt, the expenditure incurred 
by the King of Portugal for the maintenance of religious establishments 
of Chaul and the Portuguese obsession of religion. 

Unlike the annual expenditure of Christian religious establishments of 
the Fort of Chaul, the total expenses of Chaul amounted to 13882 Xera- 
phins against the revenue of about 70000 Xeraphins mainly from taxes on 
foreign merchants, excise duties on opium, tobacco and spirits, brokerage 
and tribute of Rs. 4650 from Upper Chaul. 18 

Unlike the settlements of Bassein and Daman which depended almost 
on landed properly, Chaul lived more by the sea trade and shipping, and, 
therefore, was entirely supported by the yield of the taxes whose rise 
and fall were very much linked with the rise and fall of Chaul as a 
trading port of the Konkan. 

Until middle of the seventeenth century, deducting all expenses, 
a. balance of about 27000 Xeraphins was annually sent to the 
royal treasury of Goa, as the prosperity of the Portuguese city 
was at its highest, as, of all the places on the coast of Konkan, it bad 
the largest numberi of ships from the Red 8ea and Ormuz, as well as 
coastal traders. The'Chief ports to which the vessels of Chaul traded, 
were Cambay in Gujarat, Maskat and Basrah in the Persian Gulf. Mozam¬ 
bique in East Africa. Manila in the Phillipine Islands as well as Chinese 
ports. But the sea-route was so infested by pirates that the vessels of 
Chaul never sailed except in large number and with an escort Of a 
warship. 

As admirals of the Mughal fleet, the Sidis of Danda-Rajpuri were 
at constant war with the Marathas, Shivaji sent an ambassador to Bombay 
in 1671 to g;t help from the English to attack Danda-Rajpuri, but to 
no success. Aurangzeb, however, sent a fleet of 36 ships from Surat in 
1672 to help the Sidis. During the close of 1673, the combined fleet of 
the Siclis and Mughals entered the Bombay harbour without any warning, 
and landing in the Pen and Nagothana rivers, laid waste the Maratha 
villages from which the English drew most of their supplies. The Maratha 
forces from Rayagad surprised the enemies and killed-hundreds of them 
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and compelling the rest to run away. Shivaji reduced to subjection the 
entire coast of central Konkan from Janjira to Bardez near Goa, except 
Danda-Rajpuri. The English traveller Fryer describes the Muslim city of 
Chaul, in 1672, as a city utterly ruined by the troops of Shivaji. In 1674, 
however, when Oxcnden, the English ambassador to Shivaji at Raygad, 
reached Chaul during night, he found thje Portuguese citygates closed with 
watchmen around. After spending the night in the small church of St. 
Sebastian outside the citadel, he reached Upper Chaul, possessed, at that 
time, by Shivaji. Though in former times this city had been a great mart 
of all Deccan commodities, it was in total ruins due to the wars between 
the Mughals and Shivaji who had plundered and laid it waste. 18 In 1681, 
Upper Chaul was plundered by the Sidi; and as the Portuguese had not 
made any efforts to stop this plunder, Shivaji’s son Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
attacked the Portuguese Chaul. He was, howevpr, powerless against the 
strong walls of the fort and powerful guns of the Portuguese. 20 

A short inscription (see Inscription No. 1) refers to the entire 
fortification along the beach being built by the Captain of the Fort 
Alexandre de Souza in 1577, 21 and a gate bping rebuilt in 1638, according 
to another inscription (sep Inscription No. 6) on a slab 1 foot 4i inches. 22 
The continuous building activities to improve the fortification is reflected 
well in another Portuguese inscription (see Inscription No. 7) which states 
that for nearly 34 years the fort was being built by the orders of D. 
Felipne Mascarenhas, the Viceroy of India. The work was begun in 
November 1646 by the Captain of Chaul, Femao Miranda Henriques, and 
finished by the Captain of the fort, Christovao de Abreu d Azevedo in May 
1680. 23 In 1684, the whole district of Kolaba was ravaged by the Mughal 
army. 

Another inscription (See Inscription No. 8) states that the succeed¬ 
ing Viceroy of India Francisco de Tavor Conde d Alvor Joao de Lemo 
de Brito ordered a 96 feet high tower to be built at his expense, while 
Chief Captain of the camp in the year 1688. 24 

.Even in 1694, when some Portuguese were driven out of the open 
country by the Mughal army, they took shelter in the fort of Chaul which 
was enclosed by commendable strong walls and equipped with excellent 
canon. The city of Chaul however, had lost its trade and was miserably 
poor, as described by Dr. John Francis Gemelli Careri, in 1695, 25 
Though economically unsound, the constant danger of the Mughal- 
Maratha-Sidi attacks had forced the Portuguese to strengthen their forti¬ 
fication and maintain an efficient garrison with compulsion. 

In 1680, Sidi Kasim, having assisted the Mughal army to capture 
the. fort erf Raygad, was rewarded by the grant of Anjanvel and Sindbu*: 
durg of the Ratnagiri district. On his death in 1707, Surul Khan was 
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appointed thje commandant of the island fort of Padmadurg about 2 miles 
north-west of Janjira. 

Between 1707 and 1710 during her struggle with Shahu, Tarabai, 
the widow of Rajaram, placed Kanhoji Angre in charge of the coast from 
Bombay to Savantvadi with authority in Rajmachi near Khandala and 
the Bborghat in West Poona, and over the district of Kalyan which seems 
to have stretched some distance north of Bhivandi. 28 In 1713, Shahu 
sent a force under the Peshwa Bahiropant Pingale to check the spread 
of Angre’s power and protect the interior parts of the Konkan. He was, 
however, defeated and imprisoned by Kanhoji, who prepared to march on 
Satara aftfer conquering thp forts of Lohgad and Rajmachi. 

Balaji Vishvanath who replaced Pingale, convinced Kanhoji of the 
wisdom of working in the confederacy, assured him of the benefit of 
both the parties by his alliance with Shahu. Balaji also agreed that if 
Kanhoji would set the Peshwa Bahiropant Pingale free, would give up his 
alliance with Sambhaji of Kolhapur, would support Shahu, and restore 
all his conquests except Rajamanchi, hp would receive ten forts and sixteen 
fortified posts commanding the whole of the Konkan from Devgad in 
the south to Khanderi in the north, and would be confirmed as admiral 
of the Maratha fleet with the titles of ‘ Vizaratnab' and ‘ Sarkhei ’. 2T As 
some of the fortified posts with Shrivardhan offered to the Angre, 
belonged to the Sidi, the treaty was followed by an outbreak of hostilities 
between Kanhoji and the Sidi Surul Khan. But the Peshwa’s help to die 
Angre forded the Sidi to surrender with a treaty. Almost the whole coast 
from Bombay to Goa being in his hands, Kanhoji made the strong fortress 
of Vijayadurg of Gheria his head-quarters; “and tnere was scarcely a creek, 
a harbour or a river-mouth where he had not fortifications and a boat 
station.” 28 Proper and cordial relations with Shahu added immensely to 
Kanhoji’s prestige and resources. Settled firmly at Khanderi, Kolaba and 
Gheria, he could control the English, the Sidi and the Portuguese, 

In spite of short-lived treaties between Kanhoji and the English in 
1718 29 and the English and the Portuguese in 1721, 30 Vijayadurg (Gheria) 
was attacked morp than once by Boone and later Kolaba fort near 
Portuguese Chaul jointly by British Col. Braithwaite and Portuguese 
Mathews, once. All the attacks failed miserably against the Angre-Maratha 
joint forces. The ten miles bptwepn Chaul and Alibag being covered with 
wood and swamp near the fort of Kolaba, the crossing of the river 
Kundalika to reach the Kolaba fort with heavy guns, the combined Anglo* 
Portuguese army of 6000 was delayed to reach their destination by over a 
fortnight. This delay was utilised to their greatest advantage by Pilaji 
Jadhav and Bajirao, to flood the area with cavalrymen through the Konkan 
passes. The joint forces of the Portuguese and the English were routed by 
the fyfarathas with heavy losses in men and material. All the fieldguns and 
a great deal of ammunition fell into the hands of the Marathas; and the 
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Anglo-Portuguese alliance broke up without achieving any objective, by 
blaming each other. Bajirao, however, offered them an honourable treaty 
which was readily accepted by the Portuguese on 9th January 1722. 31 

In 1728, when Andre Hibeiro Coutinho made an official inspection 
of the Portuguese Chaul, he stated that since 1634 the fortifications had 
been so improved as to be practically rebuilt; (see Inscription No. 9 and 
foot note 30) and except the west side which was damaged by the sea, the 
structures were in excellent condition. According to him the fort had 
fifteen side-walls, eleven bastions and four outworks. It had 58 three to 
forty pounder guns and stone-throwing Pedreoirs. The garrison had three 
companies, each with 62 men. Though these were nominally soldiers, there 
were many fishing-boat captains, palm-tapping Bhandaris and artillery men 
who were paid (Rs. 2) Xeraphins 4 a month and ranked as soldiers. 

The fortified camp of St. John, outside the fort was 32 also garrisoned 
by companies of the same strength, and equipped with nineteen canon. It 
had an auxiliary force of 234 Bhandaris, each being paid 4 Xeraphins a 
month. 83 

Though the Marathas agreed to stop the harassment of the Portuguese 
of Goa after their success at Bassein, they attacked the unfortunate 
armies marching from Bassein and Chaul to Goa, after the rains, and 
many of them perished miserably. Chaul was delivered by the Portuguese 
to the English for being surrendered to the Marathas. A writer in the 
Bombay Quarterly Review writes : “The Marathas, on being invited to 
propose their terms, showed none of that moderation which had astonished 
even their enemies at the capitulation of Bassein, but assumed the haughty 
tone of oriental conquerors, and treated the prostrate Portuguese with 
indescribable contempt. “At first”, the writer continues, “they not only 
demanded the cession of Chaul but also of Damaun, and insisted upon 
having assigned to them a portion of the custom duties at Goa, which 
they were to collect by stationing a guard at the port.... Captain Inchbird, 
however, having being deputed by the Portuguese, with the consent of the 
English Government, to treat for them, obtained for them mor,e favourable 
terms, and induced their scornful enemies to show some forbearance. On 
the 14th October 1740, articles of peace were signed on behalf of Raji 
Rao, the Peshwa. on one side, and the Viceroy of Goa, on the other. 
The Portuguese engaged to deliver up to the Marathas the forts of Chaul 
and Mahim, which were to be temporarily occupied by the English until 
the Mar athas should have fulfilled their part of the conditions by with¬ 
drawing their forces from Salsette in the Goanese province and Bardez. 
A brief delay occurred, in consequence of the repugnance which the Portu¬ 
guese priests of Chaul felt for any measure by which the possessions of 
Christians would be delivered to heathens, and they seditiously excited 
their people to resist the transfer. Their own envoy, perplexed by their 
obstinary, admitted that he had discovered in them a ‘malignment spirit’, 
and Inchbird throwing aside all restraint, exclaimed in disgust, ‘Surely 
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such unheard of villains and inconsiderate men are hardly to be met 
with’.- “In-November 1740, Chaul was delivered by the English to the 
Marathas, and all parties expressed themselves satisfied with the honour- 
able manner in which the conditions of the treaty were fulfilled, 34 The 
Portuguese offered Chaul to the English, alongwith the Korlai fort, 
because they had helped the Portuguese with money during the siege of 
Bassein and had maintained the Bassein garrison at considerable expense 
during the rains of 1739. The English, however, had no troops to garrison 
Chaul. But they accepted the Portuguese offer trusting that the surrender, 
of those places would help to win goodwill of the Marathas 
to arrange peaceful terms between them and the Poruguese. Though the 
Marathas were very exacting and demanding extreme concessions, it was 
mainly through the efforts of the Anglo-Portuguese representative Captain 
Inchbird that a settlement was reached by which the Portuguese should 
hold Chaul till the Marathas left the Goa district of Salsette. The articles 
of the peacetreaty were signed on 14th October 1740, and Chaul was 
finally given to the Marathas in November 1740 when all the Christians 
who could afford to move, left for Goa. 35 

The treaty of the Capitulation of Chaul was drawn at Pune between 
Balaji Bajirao and the Portuguese Commissary, Dorn Francisco Baron'de 
Galenfles. Two copies of the treaty, one in Marathi and the other in' 
Portuguese, were sent to Goa for the ratification of the Viceroy Dom 
Pedro Mascarenhas Conde de Sandomil. The former copy was des¬ 
patched to its destination by the English General Stephen Law of the 
Bombay Garrison. His letter accompanying it is dated the 25th April, 
1741. The treaty consists of 14 chapters. The 11th chapter of the 
Portuguese copy states, “The City and Morro (the fort of Korlai) of 
Chaul, shall be delivered over to the Marahas, with all the cannon and 
ammuni tion belonging to it. The gates of the city shall be garrisoned 
by the English troops until the Marathas have evacuated the provinces 
of Salsette and Bardez (Goa). In the meanwhile, the Marathas troops 
shall remain encamped at St. Joao (St. Jonh’s Fields), one of the quarters 
of the city of ' Chaul. On receiving intelligence that the Marathas have 
withdrawn from the provinces of Salsette and Bardez, the English 
garrison will deliver over to the Marathas thp city of Monro of Chaul, 
after maWing a list, with the assistance of a Maratha clerk, of all the 
cannon, power and balls, on their delivery to them”. 

The 3rd chapter of the Marathi copy is as follows : “The Portuguese, 
shall cease their hostilities against the jurisdiction of Bassein, Salsette, 
Damaun, Belapur, Uran (Caranja) Revadanda (Chaul), and Corla (Morro). 
The same will be observed by us (Marathas) in the provinces of Salsette 
and Bardez, as well as in the Pragana Nahor, which shall be delivered, 
over to Daman, which latter place we will allow the Portuguese to 
possess, as heretofore, without our ever molesting, disturbing, or showing 
any hostility towards them.” 
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One chapter refers to the liberty allowed to the residents of the city 
of Chaul to remain in or quit the place with all the objects belonging to 
them, and the other to the assistance that will be afforded to the Portuguese 
in their contests with the Angria. Another clause binds the Maratbas 
to defend the Portuguese when provoked to a fight by Bounsulo (Bhonsle), 
and vice versa. 

The treaty was at last, after obtaining the approval of the Goa 
Government, signed at Poona by Dom Francisco Barao Galenflcs on the 
part of the Portuguese Viceroy, Pedro Mascarenhas, Conde de Sandomil, 
and Captain Inchbird on that of the English General, Stephen Law. 

The inhabitants of Chaul who professed the Catholic religion, and 
had means to do so, emigrated in successive groups to Goa, and those 
who had no means still remain (their descendants, of course) in the 
neighbourhood of the fort, living in the most miserable hovels nestled in 
deep and palm grooves round Korlai and Revadanda. 

During the reign of Chhatrapati Sambhaji the western seas were to 
be Maratha waters, and all who visited the ports of the region had to 
respect his sovereignty and to secure permission for trading in those waters 
by purchasing passes. Sambhaji was helped by Kanhoji Angre to severely 
punish the traders, merchants and other authorities who refused to con¬ 
form to these conditions. Sambhaji’s claim was challenged by the Sidis, 
the Portuguese, the English and the Dutch, who found such a demand 
most harmful to their trading and commercial interests. 

Kanhoji Angre defeated the united forces, captured Sagargad, and 
forced his enemies to agree to pay 2/3 of the revenues of Kolaba, 
Khanderi and Sagargad to the Angres, and 1/3 to the Mughals. How¬ 
ever, the full revenue of Rajkot, the fort of Chaul, should belong to the 
Angres, and the revenue of Chaul should be divided equally between the 
Mughals and the Angres, and the revenue of Parhur, a village near 
Alibagh, should go to the Sidis. 86 

Due to the quarrels in the Angre family after Kanhoji’s death on 
4th My 1729, and the inability of Chhatrapati Shahu to control his Maratha 
subordinate officials and to direct thjeir movements in a co-ordinated 
tpanner, the main object of the Marathas to oust the Sidi from Janjira 
remained unfulfilled. 

Sekhoji was succeeded by his brother Sambhaji who stayed at 
Suvamadurg with his half-brother Tulaji, appointed other half-brother 
Yesaji to the civil charge, and Manaji to the naval and military command 
of Kolaba. But, due to a quarrel with Sambhaji and Yesaji, Manaji took 
shelter with the Portuguese at Lower Chaul or Revadanda. But, soon after, 
collecting a few followers, he seized the fort of Kolaba and defeated and 
imprisoned Yesaji with the Peshwa’s help. Yesaji escaped to the Peshwa 

4—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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for justice, The Peshwa decided that he had no claim on Kolaba; but to 
keep him peaceful, the Peshwa settled a grant of ten Khandis of rice and 
Rs. 400 per month, to Yeaaji, and sent him back to Revadanda. 37 

The Mughals having lost their hold on Surat, the British and the 
Sidis of Janjira joined an alliance in 1733 against the Angre. But, in 
1736, Sambhaji Angre captivated the richly laden English ship “Derby”, 
the armed ship “Restoration” and several other smaller ships from Vijay- 
durg. He then went to Alibagh from Vijaydurg, in 1738, to expel Manaji 
from Kolaba. Interested in weakening the naval power of the Angre, 
the East India Company took full advantage of the situation and helped 
Manaji with supplies and money, from Bombay. The Peshwa also helped 
him for which Manaji surrendered forts of Kotaligad and Rajamachi near 
Khandala and agreed to pay the Peshwa an annual tribute of Rs. 7000 
and to provide European and Chinese articles worth Rs. 3000 extra. 38 
The Bombay Government sent also some ships and forged Sambhaji’s 
fleet to take shelter in the Rajpuri creek. 89 

Sambhaji Angre’s subsequent raids on the English ships were so 
successful that he suggested to the Bombay Government to provide the 
English vessels with his passes and pay lim an annual sum of 
Rs. 20,00,000. 40 These proposals were rejected by the English. Strangely 

enough, Manaji, whom the English had helped in his wars against his 

brother Sambhaji, started harassing Bombay by seizing English ships and 
taking possession of Elephanta and Karanja. On an assurance of restora¬ 
tion by Manaji, an insincere peace was concluded. 41 In 1739 when the 
Portuguese were besieged at Bassein by the Marathas under Chimaji 
Appa, Manaji Angre blocked the sea approach stopping all supplies. 
Chaul was completely devastated and plundered. A Portuguese 
bell engraved with Latin inscription with the monogram I.H.S. 
dated 1739 A.D., now found in the Mahalaxmi or Ambabai Temple of 
Kolhapur reads: AVE MARIA GRATIA PLENA DOMINUS 
TECUM. 42 The bell seems to have been carried away by the Marathas 
from one of the Portuguese churches of Chaul, to Kolhapur, after the 

successful Maratha loot and plunder. In 1740, a Portuguese fleet was 

destroyed by Manaji, and when a peace treaty was being signed between 
the Peshwa and the Viceroy of Goa, the Portuguese finally handed over 
Chaul to the English who had acted as mediators. In November 1740, 
the English delivered Chaul to the Marathas who had fulfilled their part 
of the conditions. 48 

In April 1111, Chevalier de St. Lubin landed at Chaul with a French 
ship loaded with copper, cloth, fire arms and artillery. The Peshwa allow¬ 
ed the French free use of the port of Chaul and promised de St. Lubin a 
land in the Deccan. 44 The French were also promised Rs. 20 lakhs and 
10 ships, and Rs. 20 lakhs more, if they attacked Bombay of the British. 
But Peshwa Baji Rao was overthrown in 1818, and Chaul and the districts 
around, at last passed over to the British. 45 
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Natural causes like the encroachment of the sea and the silting of 
the Roha Creek and the Kundalika river have been suggested as the main 
causes of the decline of Chaul, by a number of scholars. But there are 
many more man-made causes of its decline, which cannot be ignored. 

Piracy was one such cause. Even early writers like Ptolemy and 
Pliny, have described the coastal region from Mangalore to Chaul, being 
infested by pirates. Though necessary precautions were taken against piracy 
since then, it continued to affect the trading activities of Chaul during the 
rule of the Mughals, Marathas, Sidis, Portuguese and the English. Chaul, 
however, was freed from piracy, but along with its commercial importance 
as well by the British. 

The Policy of the English, unlike that of the Portuguese, offered better 
socio-economic facilities to the people of Konkan. Two evil practices, for 
example, ceased to exist with the introduction of British management of 
the Konkan. The dark underground dungeons of Underi, near Bombay, 
were forbidden to be used as state prisons, and women convicted of 
adultery were stopped forthwith to be employed as prostitutes to raise 
female slaves for the use of the State, 46 Social evils like sati, thuggee, child- 
marriage, prohibition of widow-remarriage, practice of infanticide were 
prevented by legal reforms, never thought of by the Portuguese rulers 
obsessed by Christianity. 

Unlike the English, the Portuguese policy was affected by virulent 
anti-Muslim and anti-Hindu sentiment, and, therefore, they saw no 
alternative but to drive out the hated “moors” who were d ominating many 
of the best sea routes of the Portuguese economic interest. The coercive 
element was central to the Portuguese maritime activity around Konkan 
from very early times. They began in a very militant hard-nosed fashion 
burning every Muslim ship on sight, massacring its crews and running riot 
in the Arabian sea. : 

Even by the 1630s Bocarro noted that the trade of Surat protected 
by the British had resulted into the usurpation of the Portuguese port of 
Div. By 1660s the number of 20000 rich vanias of Div dwindled to 7000 
to 8000 poor vanias, and the custom house annual output from over 
Rs. 150000 to Rs. 54000. These figures certainly reflect the decline of the 
Portuguese due to their mistaken policy saturated with religious/co mmun al 
hatred. 

With the opening of the China Market in the 1770s ; large vessels 
were needed to withstand the long voyage and to carry bulky cargo. In 
1840, more than 17000 vessels reached Bombay with raw cotton and 
other goods from all over the Presidency. 47 
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Indigenous navigation of CHaul suffered the-most due to the decline 
Of the local traders as more and more of Indian goods entferjjd European 
ships; and the Indian vessels had to play a subservient role to cater to 
the European ships, or dismissed to some lesser Indian ports indulging 
primarily in coastal or regional trade in the shallow creeks and coasts. 

The construction of railways, highways and bridges by the British 
across the various ghats, rivers and creeks of the Konkan, hastened the 
decline of the maritime trade of the creek cum river side ports like Chaul, 
as coastal trade was unable to compete with trade by alternative land com¬ 
munications. 

Maritime trade movement had also its weaknesses, like uncertainty, 
speed and risk. Land communication was quicker, more convenient and 
safer than water transport. The 17th—19th centuries British Government 
was not sympathetic towards Indian shipping to begin with, as it had 
invested a huge capital in the rail and road ways and, therefore, strived hard 
for their profitable returns. The construction of bridges across the creeks 
and rivers made the movement of big ships across them difficult. The port 
of Bombay under British administration was developing fast from the 
17th century, and the people of Konkan were offered better opportunities 
for economic development. The weavers of Chaul were induced to migrate 
to and settle in Bombay in 1670 for financial profit and social security 48 
as the English needed more workmen. 

The 18th century witnessed considerable movement of weavers in 
western India, which benefited the British in Bombay. The increasing 
political insecurity of the time had become a positive treat to the established 
centres of the Presidency. In 1712 the East India Company’s broker 
in Gujarat had complained of marauding Marathas continually disturbing 
the chintz-printers in the neighbouring villages of Broach. In 1725, the 
printers fled from village to village carrying with them unfinished pieces 
of cloth to avoid the invading troops. The Surat Factory Records of 1734 
have given several references to the exodus of weavers from Ahmedabad to 
Surat, and 48 of their families recruited to Bombay by the Surat Factory 
in 1737 « 

With the commercial activities of Konkan gravitating towards Bombay, 
the sinews of Chaul were dried up. The middle and lower-middle class 
families of Chaul left their home town, and migrated to Bombay to make 
a more secure and prosperous living. Innumerable artisans and craftsmen, 
particularly engaged in cotton and silk weaving, helped the economic' 
development of Bombay and thereby of themselves, with a peaceful and 
prosperous life. Subsequent naming of some areas of Bombay as 
“Chaulwadi” and the residents as “Cheulis” or “Chaulkar”, prove their 
peaceful life in the island of- Bombay. To help a continuous flaw of labour; 
regular coastal ferries operated between Bombay and the Konkan ports 
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during the end of the 18th century; and by early 19th century, steam* 
ships and sailing vessels were hauling Konkan passengers to and from 
Bombay, by the thousands, each year. The attachment of the workers of 
Chaul to their native place indicated their times of prosperity. 

The decline of Chaul, however, as a maritime commercial port of 
Konkan was almost total. 
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THE RIANG UNREST IN TRIPURA s SOME IMPORTANT 
DOCUMENTS 

Mahadev Chakravarti 

In 1964 the Education Department, Government of Tripura, had 
published a handbook “Who’s Who” which was a record of the political 
activities of persons living in Tripura who participated in India’s struggle 
for Freedom upto 1947. Among the 289 names included in the above 
handbook, there was not a single Riang name. In fact, the '‘Who’s Who ” 
was more or less a record of the patriots of undivided Bengal who had 
migrated to Tripura before and after the partition of the country. 

In 1968 the Government of India took the decision to compile and 
publish a book containing brief life-sketches of the patriots who were 
hanged or killed in between 1857 and 1947. As it was very difficult to 
find such persons (who were either killed or hanged for taking part in 
the Freedom Struggle) in the erstwhile princely state of Tripura, it was 
thought to include the names of those persons in the National Register 
who lost their lives for participating in different types of Proja-andolon or 
people’s movement. It was only then that the name of Ratanmani, the 
hero and martyr of the Riang Movement of 1943, came to the limelight. 
Sachindralal Singh, a veteran freedom-fighter and the Chief Minister of 
Tripura, refused to accept the pension for the freedom-fighters unless and 
until Ratanmani and his followers were being honoured. In 1969 an 
attempt was made by the State Government to thoroughly examine the 
list of files in the Record Room (Secretariat Archives) to trace the 
documents about Ratanmani and his disciples, particularly how many 
Riangs were either killed or arrested or had to face “unnatural death” at 
the time of facing encounter with the forces of Maharaja Bir Bikrara 
Kishore Manikya. 1 But unfortunately, no record relating to firing or 
other events relating to the Riang Uprising of 1943 was found available 
either in the Agartala Central Jail Records or in the Record Room. 

It was only as late as 1979 that the State Government of Tripura 
came forward to honour one hundred Riangs, who are still alive and took 
part in 1943 Uprising, as freedom-fighter and extended pension 
@Rs. 100.00 (one hundred only) per month with effect from 15 August 
1972. After 1988 some more names have been added in the list of such 
freedom-fighters. 

Inspite of the paucity of genuine source materials about the Riang 
Unrest, nothing is irretrievably lost. Many heroes of 1943 are still alive 
and we have enough material for oral history. 2 The officers—both civil 
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and military—who directly or indirectly helped to crash the movement at 
the instance of the king, have their diaries etc., and some of them have 
already recorded their reminiscences in some local papers. 3 Through 
cross verificaton, we may attain the truth. Moreover, Monimoy Deb 
Barman collected some invaluable records from the custody of Thakur 
Jit'-ndnimohan Deb Barman and some other members of the royal family 
and later on published those documents first in a local daily and then in 
a pamphlet form 4 These documents, mostly in Bengali (as Bengali was 
the official language of princely Tripura), would throw a lot of light on 
the Riang Unrest In these records., Ratanmani and his followers were 
charged with dacoity, looting, k : dnapping etc., and were presented either 
as ‘Fifth Co'umnists’ or members of the ‘Swadeshi Dal’ 5 . 

The Riang Revolt took place during the Second World War period. 
Because cf proximity with the Indo-Burmah (present Myanmar) border 
v'a the Hill Tracts of Chittagong, Tripura suddenly attained a h$ : ght of 
importance from the military standpoint during this period. The un¬ 
speakable poverty coupled with exploitation and a number of tortuous 
taxes served as background of the Revolt under such a messiah like 
Ratanmani. The so-called connection of the R'ang Movement with the 
INA Movement made it more s : gnificant not only to the Maharaja of 
Tripura but even to the British. Harendra Kishore Deb Barman, the man 
who took the lead in suppressing the Riang Revolt, recollects how the 
news of such Revet ultimately reached the British Army Head-Quarters 
of the Fastem Command at Commilla (now in Bangladesh) and how it 
was taken with serious exception by the British authorities as the gross 
inefficiency of cfao Maharaja of Tripura to suppress the Revolt.® Unfor¬ 
tunately, the correspondence between the British authorities and the 
Maharaja of Tripura on the question of the Riangs is not yet found in 
Tripura. In one para description about the ‘Rising of Ratanmani’, the 
Tripura District Gazetteers had referred to only two important corres¬ 
pondences after the suppression of the Revolt: the first, a request letter 
of the Chief Minister of Tripura to the Political Agent to issue extradition 
warrant for the arrest and prosecution of Ratanmani and his followers ; 
and the second, conta'ning the reply of the Political Agent by granting 
such extradition warrants. 7 In fact, Ratanmani was caught by the British 
police when he. with his followers, was trying to cross the deep jungles 
of the Chittagong Hi'l Tracts and was extradited to Agartala in December 
194d. 


Like the ‘Akra’ of the Jamatias, ‘Roaja’ of the Noatias, ‘Ghalim’ of 
the Halam tribe, the ‘Rai’ or ‘Ray’ was so long the title of the democrati¬ 
cally elected ch : ef cf the Riang tribe. In the beginning of the forties of 
the. present century, Maharaja Bir B'kram Kishore Manikya, disregarding 
the age-old democratic norm of the Riang Society, dismissed the Riang 
chief Dcbi Singh on the ground of inefficiency and appointed one wealthy 
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and notorious Khagendra Riang (nicknamed Khaga Rai) as the new ‘Rai* 
of the tribe. Some old Riang leaders narrated to the present author the 
story how Khaga Rai by bribing Harachandra Thakur, the ‘Misip’ (liaison 
officer), influenced through them the Maharaja for his cause. The 
oppression of the Khaga Rai on the Riangs knew no bound. It is usually 
believed that the immediate cause of the Riang Unrest was the arbitrary 
appointment of Khaga Rai as the Riang chief by Bir Bikram Kishore 
Manikya. If the date of a document (i.e. November 1943) as published 
in the Rajgi Tripurar Sarkari Bangla (in Bengali) be correct, then, 
according to Banikantha Bhattacharyya, it becomes clear that Khaga Rai 
did not receive the tide ‘Rai’ or ‘Ray’ of the Riangs before the Uprising 
and hence it could not be the source of discontent among the Riangs which 
caused the Revolt.® 

Again, the story of tackling the R ; ang problem by the police begins 
with an application as submitted by a Riang leader named Krishna Prasad 
Chowdhury to the Radhakishorepur police station stating that Ratanmani 
Noatia had collected a number of disciples from Udaipur, Amarpur, 
Belon : a areas and started looting the properties of the tribal subjects after 
assaulting them, The petitioner’s elder brother Raj Prasad Chowdhury 
(not the former Minister for Tribal Welfare in the cabinet of Sachindralal 
Singh who was popularly known as ’Tachhlampa’) also submitted similar 
petition to the Magistrate of Udaipur about the activities of Ratanmani 
Noatia and his party who were terrorising the people to join them to fight 
for the cause of the country. Although Monimoy Deb Barman had 
published the petition of Krishna Prasad Chowdhury, no date was 
mentioned in the petition. 9 Dinesh Chandra Das, the Naib Daroga of 
Radhakishorepur police station, who played a key-role in tackling the 
situation and started the enquiry to verify the contents of the applications, 
cou'd not also exactly remember either the dates of the petitions or his 
march towards Tuinani where Ratanmani was camping at that time. 10 
But, as revealed from different papers so far available, Krishna Prasad 
Chowdhury had submitted his petition on 12-4-1353 T.E. U (corresponding 
to July 1943) and interestingly enough, two days ahead of the date of 
petition, i.e. on 10-4-1353 T.E., Dinesh Chandra Das started for enquiry’ 
and in bis journey towards the interior hill he was accompanied not only 
by constables Bidhu Majumdar, Sarat Das, but by the petitioner Raj 
Prasad Chowdhury (belonging to Riang community) himself and some 
other members of the tribal community, namely, Kumaria Ujhai, Chandra* 
mani Ujhai, Aianya Kumar Noatia, Gangaram Riang, Duduli Riang etc. 

From the above, it becomes clear that if the dates as mentioned are 
correct, then the question of submission of petitions by the two brothers— 
Krishna Prasad and Raj Prasad of the Riang community—against Ratan¬ 
mani was an after thought. Although the people who brutally suppressed 
the Riang Unrest belonged to either Tripuri (with the surname Deb 
Barman), Jamana or Bengali communities, it would be wrong to paint the 
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entire episode as an intcr-tribal conflict or a conflict between a tribal 
group and non-tribal. It is really very interesting to note that being a 
man of the Noatia tribe, Ratanmani ultimately became a leader of the 
Riangs. Although the police was accompanied by some hapless Riangs, 
still the entire movement was no: simply an expression against feudal 
torture and exploitation but also a conflict between the Riang haves and 
have-nots. Thus some sort of class-formation was there in the Riang 
Society even in the forties of the present century. 

How the princely administration of Tripura took extensive prepara¬ 
tions to crush tho Riang Revolt would be evident from the fo lowing 
letters: 

1. Major Brajondra Lai Deb Barman, O/C, H : s Highness’s Body¬ 
guard, directing Nagendra Deb Barman, 2nd/Lt., to ‘clear’ (i.e. 
destroy) the dens of the ‘dacoits’ in and around Udaipur within 
18-4-1353 T.E. and to start towards Amarpur on 19-4-1353 
T.E. 12 . 

2. Major Brojendra Lai Deb Barman informing the Chief Minister 
of Tripura on 16-4-1353 T.E. about the action taken by him. 13 

3. In a message Major Brajendra Lai Deb Barman informing 
Nagendra Deb Barman that the Maharaja would be arriving at 
Amarpur on 24-4-1353 T.E. to personally inspect the ‘Fifth 
Columnists’. 14 

4. In a message da‘ed 3-8-43 A.D. Major Brajendra Lai Deb 
Barman informing the Divisional Officer of Belonia that he had 
sent two boxes of reserve ammunition containing one thousand 
rounds in each box. 15 

5. P. Bhattacharjce, the Chief Secretary, in his letter dated 

28- 7-43 A.D. informing the Commissioner of Police about the 
desprtch of Military Troops to suppress the Uprising. 19 

6. How many tins of petrol were used to burn the hamlets of the 
rebc ! s we do not know, but from a letter of G. R. Dutta dated 

29- 4-1353 T.E. an idea can be formed. 17 

Monimoy Deb Barman has also published some other letters in 
Bengali from which wc can have an idea about the roots of Riang rebels. 
In fact, the Riang Movement did not flash all of a sudden. It took many 
days to prepare the ground. A retired army officer confessed that he 
was surprised to see roads in deep jungles constructed by the rebels but 
the princely administration were not aware of it. 18 That the Riang rebels 
ha I a deep root in the society was proved from another letter of Harendra 
Kishorc Deb Barman from a Riang Village : 

“Here everyone is tight-lipped. They express their ignorance on 
every matter we ask. Even the Chowdhuris arc sending secret 
caution to the Swadcshis by sending messengers about our move¬ 
ments” 10 . 

In another letter- 0 the same person confessed : 

“During our stay at Kalsi wc could not get rice, dal etc. even by 
offering sufficient money.” 
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The above two letters indicate both the popularity of the Ratanmani- 
group and the severe famine-condition of the area at that time. 

Thus inspite of paucity of genuine documents, we have at present 
some important materials which can throw abundant light to reconstruct 
the history of Riang Unrest in Tripura. 

After the suppression of the Riang Unrest, Maharaja Bir Bikram 
Kishore Manikya appointed a special enquiry committee 21 consisting of 
Kumar Nandalal Deb Barman Bahadur, AkhT Chandra Majumdar, 
Lt. Thakur Harachandra Deb Barman (the 4 M : sip’), w'th Lt. Thakur 
Jitendra Mohan Dcfc Barman as the Secretary of the Committee. The 
Committee was formed with the aim of searching the factors responsible 
for the upsurge and to suggest some long-standing remedies to remove the 
discontent of the people. Although the members of the committee were 
closely associated with the Tripura Durbar, still the enquiry report could 
throw a flood of light on the Riang problem. We are not sure whether 
the report of the special enquiry committee was at all considered by the 
Maharaja or published by the Durbar because we could not trace the 
report anywhere. 
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Maharaja and they were dragged on foot to Agartala in different instalments 
to face trial. 

3. Harendra Kishore Deb Barman played a leading role in crushing the Riang Revolt, 
He was commonly known as Hari-Karta. Hari-Karta wrote some papers on the 
Riangs in Bengali in some local journals and in those papers he lamented for 
his past activities, Hari-Karta later on, took the initiative to bring some Riang 
leaders in the Congress Party. 

Bhabanand Mukherjce and K. S. Singh (Tribal Movements in India, Vol. 
I, New Delhi, 1982, pp. 317 — 38), Jagadis Gan Chaudhuri ( The Riangs of Tri¬ 
pura , Agartala, 1983), Tarit Mohan Dasgupta (in ‘Gomati’ 15 October 1974 and 
later on), Jyotish Chandra Dutta (in ‘Uditi’, Special Tssue, 1973), Tripur Chan¬ 
dra Sen ( Tripura in Tansition , Agartala, 1970, pp. 13—20), Suprakash Roy ( Mukti- 
Yuddhey Bharatiya Krishak . Calcutta, 1980, pp. 117—27, Bidrohl Bharat , 1983, 
pp. 12t>—35, etc.), Jiban Chakrabarti Tripura : Tirish Thekey Ashi, Agartala, 
1983, pp. 16—21), Jagat-Jyoti Roy (Bidroha Bibartan o Tripura, 2985, Agartala, 
pp. 37—46), Aghore Deb Barman (in ‘Tripurar Katha\ Saradiya Number, 1361 
Bangabda. Agartala), Biman Bihari Dhar (in *jwala\ January-Februaiy, 1973, 
Agartala), Shyama Charan Tripura (in 4 Dainik Sambad’, Agartala, 23 Decem¬ 
ber 1974 and 25 April 1980), Bangshi Thakur (in ‘Dainik Sambad’, Agartala, 28 
December, 1974) and some other scholars have in their papers (mostly in Ben¬ 
gali) have tried to present the Riang Unrest from various standpoints, but they 
could not proceed further due to the dearth of source materials. 

4. Monimoy Deb Barman, Bidroht Riang Neta Ratanmani , (in Bengali), Agartala, 
1979. 
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5. In the report of L. Bhattacharjee, S. I., (No. 2072, Dated 23-4-53 T.E.) the fol¬ 

lowers of Ratanmani had been painted as simply ‘dacoits* who looted the house 
of Daintaha Riang of Bclonia. Copies of the report were forwarded to various 
authorities, (See Monimoy Deb Barman, Op. Cit., pp. 24-25). But Indra Mohan- 
Ganguli, the Na*b Daroga, in his report (No. 1987, Dated 204-53 T.E.) had 

painted the disciples of Ratanmani as members of the Swadeshi Dal* who for¬ 
cibly collected money and gun from Tarban Chowdhury’s sons : 

Ramananda Riang and Sricharan Riang. (Sec Monimoy Deb Barman, Op. 07., 
pp. 15-16.) 

6. According to Harendra Kishore Deb Barman (‘Riang Ekti Sampraday* in Go* 

muti (Bengali), Novcmbei, 1977, p, 12) the Maharaja of Tripura tried his utmost 
to suppress the publicity of the Riang problem in the press in order to keep his 

image as a popular king and also to save him from the wrath of the British au¬ 
thorities in Bengal. 

7. Unpublished letter from Chief Minister of Tripura to the Political Agent, Ben¬ 

gal State, Agartala, November 29, 1943, and unpublished letter from the Po¬ 
litical Agent of Bengal to the Deputy Commissioner, Chittagong Hill Tracts, No. 
D/327/D. 7-143, dated December 1943. (See Tripura District Gazetteers L Agar¬ 
tala. 1975, p. 127 P. n.) 

8. Banikantha Bhattacharyya, Tripura Administration : The Era oj Modernisation , 
Delhi, 1986, p. 200. 

9. Monimoy Deb Barman, Op. Cit., pp. 20-21. 

10. See Tarit Mohan Dasguptas paper in 4 Gomati, 15 October, 1974, p. 6. 

11. Due to the absence of proper tecoids, it is difficult to say whether the dates 
(i.c. 104-1353 T.E. & 124-1353 T.E.), as mentioned, are correct. T.E. means 
Tripura Era which begins with 590 A.D. 


12. 

Monimoy 

Deb Barman, Op. Cit., 

13. 

Ibid., p. 

20. 

14. 

Ibid,„ p. 

23. 

15. 

Ibid- p. 
4t TO 

19. 


The D.O., Belonia (Tripura Raj). From Major B.L. No. 4, Dated 3-8-43 A.D. 
According to H.H.*s order herewith I am sending with my one N.C.O. and one 
B.G. two boxes of reserve ammunitions containing 1000 (one thousand) rounds 
in each box. Coloured white box containing 303' is for Body-guards and coloured 
green containing 410* bore is for 2nd Tripura and armed police who are none 
in operation in your Division. Please hand over to fighting troops if they require 
otherwise you can keep in your safe custody.*’ 

16. Ibid., pp. 7-8. 

Letter from the Chief Secretary (No. 299/C, dated 28 July 1943, Ujjayanta 
palace, Khash Series 1, Agartala) to the Commissioner of Police, Tripura State, 
(with a copy to Major B.L. Deb Barman, No. 300/C, dated 10443 A .D.). 
“A batch of Military Troops will very soon be going to Amarpur area under, 
order of His Highness the Maharaja Manikya Bahadur....” 

17. Ibid., p. 10. 

G.R. Dattas letter to Major B. L. Deb Barman (No. 2147, dated 29-4-1353 T.E.): 
"... that 18 tins of petrol along with tins were taken by you on 3-7-43 as 
Muwlat from the ARP stock. I regret to say that you have not returned the pe¬ 
trol and the tins yet.” 

18. Suprakash Roy, Mukti-Yuddhey Bharatiya Krishak, (in Bengali), Calcutta, 1980. 

pp. 121-22. 

19. Monimoy Deb Barman, Op. Cit ., pp. 27-28. 

20. Loc. Cit . 

21. Suprasanna Bandyopadhyay (ed.), Tripura state Gazette Sankalan, (in Bengali) 

Agartala, 1971, pp. 172-73. 



TWO IMPERIAL FARMANS: SOME NEW LIGHT ON 
AURANGZEB’S CHARACTER 


G. T. Kulkarnl 

Aurangzeb, the last of the ‘Great Mughals’ is one of the most 
remarkable characters of medieval India. Often portrayed as a fanatic 
religious bigot, as a cruel and ruthless seeker of power, he has been 
praised for his great political acumen, his cold intellect and his puritancial 
personal life. His suspicious nature and cool calculation inspired awe 
and fear among those who were near and far, those who were dear and 
enimical alike. He trusted no one and tolerated no opposition. 

It was hardly ever realised that belongs rough this and rough exterior 
was a man capable of humane and magnanimous behaviour. 

Perhaps the judgement of such stalwarts like Jadu Nath Sarkar has 
blinded later scholars to this aspect of his character. Sarkar has this 
per say : 

“From the strict path of a Muslim King’s duty as laid down in the 
Quranic law, nothing could make him deviate in the least. And he 
was also determined not to let others deviate too .” 1 Further describ¬ 
ing the social conditions of the period, Prof. Sarkar opines, “The 
Moral and intellectual of Indian Society was greatly lowered by 
abundance of slaves. In addition to captivies of war and vanquished 
families, reduced to bondage.... men and women were sold in 
discharge of debts ”. 2 

The author has recently come across two imperial farmans of 
Aurangzeb, which are significant in this respect. They bring out some 
facts that have not been brought into focus till now. Translation and 
details of both arc presented below. 

The first farman dated 1st Rajab Julus 3 (21 February 1661 A 3) 
is from the archives of Bharat Itihas Samshodhak Mandal, Pune. It is 
52 "x 19 " in length and breadth respectively, with very good caligraphy. 
On the top of the farman there is “In the name of God, the Merciful and 
the Compassionate”. Below it there is ‘tughra’ and on the right side of 
die ‘tughra’, there is round seal of Aurangzeb. 

The text is as follows : 

t “A petition is received by the Emperor. Service of Deshmukhi, 
Dcshpandgi and Qanungoi of pargana Raver Adilabad, Suba Khandesb, 
with equal division was bestowed upon Dataji, son of Gopal Nayak and 
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Mahadeo, son of Trilochan. The said Mahadeo died without leaving any 
heir behind. Therefore, orders were issued that the division belonging 
to the deceased be bestowed upon Naroji Yeshwantrao as requested by 
Amir-ul-Umra. This includes service of Deshmukhi, Dcspandgi and 
includes service of Deshmukhi, Deshpandgi and Qanungoi of paragana 
Raver to the extent of the division belonged to the deceased as per law, 
and Imm land from Qasba and other vilages from the said paragana. 

The garden in the village of Baroda, under the administration of 
paragana Asir, whose total revenue is 21,000 dam, is given to Dataji, son 
of Gopal Nayak, as mentioned in the ‘Ziman’. Both of them should 
render the service as stated above in accordance with rules and regulations 
as obligatory. Do not remain for a moment unattended in the duty. 
Deposit the amount of peshkash in the royal treasury. 

Besides, a petition was also received before the emperor that after 
consfication of all the property of late Mahadeo, balance amount of three 
thousand five hundred forty three and half rupee, is due from the late 
Mahadeo in respect of the Government dues. He has left behind two, 
three widows. They are poor. These heirs (the widows) have not been 
left with any thing and late Mahadeo’s share in the Deshmukhi, has been 
assigned to Dataji and Naroji. They have also accepted to give 
peshkash. In view of this, the Emperor orders that the said persons be 
exempted from payment of the dues. It is also necessary that these heirs 
should not trouble them. Act according to the imperial orders. And 
allow them to have the revenue of Deshmukhi, Deshpandegiri and 
Qanungoi, in accordance with past practice. All the officers, jagirdars 
and Karoris of the present and future should act in accordance with these 
orders. These persons should be recognised as Deshmukh, Deshpande 
and Qanungo. Take their help in the execution of the duty. Do not 
violate orders. Written on 1st day of Rajab, 3rd Julus year.*' (21 February 
1661 A.D.) 

On the reverse of the farman there is ‘Muqarrara Zinin’ about ten 
lines giving the detailed history of Deshmukhi, Deshpandagi and Qanungoi 
of pargana Raver. It gives the details of the incident which led to the 
issue of the said farman. 

T he farman, no doubt mainly deals with the administrative matter 
viz. succession to the Deshmukhi, Deshpandagi and Qanuongoi of pargana 
Raver, after the death of Mahadeo Nayak. The right to succession is 
decided in favour of Dataji and Yeshwant Nayak. In awarding these 
rights, the emperor has taken very diligent care that the widows of the 
late Mahadeo Nayek were not made to suffer on account of the Govern¬ 
ment dues which Mahadeo owed to the State. The widows have been 
given specific relief. 
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The second farman dated 26th Shawal, 8th Julus year (2nd May 
1665 A.D.) is from the State Archives of Rajasthan, Bikaner.* It is also 
a very long farman admeasuring 70"x20", with excellent caligraphy and 
orders of the emperor Aurangzeb in his own hand. The text of the 
farman is reproduced below : 

'On the top ot the farman there is ‘In the name of God, the Merciful 
and the Compassionate’. To the right hand side, is round seal of 
Aurangzeb. In the centre ‘Tughra’. On the right hand side below 
the round seal in the margin orders of emperor Aurangzeb, in his 
own hand, addressed to Mirza Raja Jaisingh”. 

7 he farman is addressed to Mirza Raja Jaisingh as follows: 

‘ M'rza Raja Jais : ngh, the noble amongs the Raja, he who is 
embodiment of loyalty and fidelity, obedient to Islam and glorifies 
the empire should know that, your petition containing—opening of 
the fort of Rudramal on 8th of Shawal, due to emperor’s good fortune, 
hard work and exertion of Diler Khan and other servants of the 
emperor, who were with the said Khan in the conquest of the fort, 
and despatching the beleaguered (families oi the Marathas) after 
they having sought protection and safety to Shiva, the wretched and 
miserable, and your resolve to carry out the siege of Purandar, is 
rectived. 

And you have stated that if the skies remain on the right side and 
favourable, before the arrival of monsoon or even during the rainy season; 
the said fort will be brought under the emperor’s sway. 

After the rainy season is over, send all your men to chastise the 
enemy. You will have to make tremendous efforts in eradicating and 
melting the death of that wretch. And leave the said Khan with his men 
near the fort in order to conquer the fort. 

7'he petition containing, sending of other valiant soldiers with Daud 
Khan and Rajarai Singh towards Javali etc. has been seen by the emperor 
and is noted. 

The report about Sarfaraz Khan having failed to reach Daud Khan’s 
army from Supa, in the direction of Rajgadh and also your request to 
reduce his mansab by 1000 Zat, 1000 Sawar, is received. 

Orders were issued to the mulsadis of the Suba of Deccan for 
confiscation of mahal from his jagir. They will now be under Khalsa 
Sharifa. The said Khan is reproached by reduction in his mansab by 
1000 Zat and 1000 Sawar, And a farman is issued in respect of surities 
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frotn the tnamlat of the said Suba, to the extent of reduction in mahals 
from his jagir, have been transferred elsewhere. The other officers from 
the army appointed there, should devote themselves to the duty. 

It is petitioned that, in the past it was known that, the guns were 
merely used for demolishing the ground-forts. Now it is made known 
that in demolishing the forts on the hill top, use of guns is very very 
essential. And likewise in capture of Rudramal the guns proved useful. 
This act has proved to be a prop in opening upon a road in the territory 
of forts. It is hoped that out of the total guns of the Government in the 
command of late Khan-i-Khanan, two, three big guns be made available. 
Send letters to the mutsadis of Daulatabad and Burhanpur, that the guns 
which , are lying idle over there should be despatched. The Raja should 
know that the late Khan captured the hilly forts of Karnataka, with these 
very guns. Carrying these big guns at great elevation is very difficult. 

Any way, in accordance with your request, we have ordered the 
officers-in-charge of military affairs that approximately five guns, out of 
which two guns from the said Khan and three other guns from the 
imperial artillery, and the weight of each cannon ball (mentioned in a 
separate paper) is being sent to Mirza Raja. 

Likewise, the letters arc being sent to Saf Shikan Khan and the 
Nazims of Burhanpur, that the guns which are lying idle over there, they 
should be made available, along with its equipment like the trolleys 
(rahekalas) and other essentials. Without any delay, any excuse or any 
respite, despatch it to Mirza Raja. Written on twenty-sixth Shawa). 
Julus 8." (2nd May 1665 A. D.). 

(Orders of thr. Emperor Aurangzeb in his own hand). 

“Know this noble Raja, that act in accordance with the text of this 
farman. We acknowledge the conquest of Rudramal on the hillock 
adjoining fort of Purandar your noble men. It required speed and good 
skill. It has been informed, Praise be on God, that the said fort is 
almost conquered, due to the efforts and exertions of Diler Khan. He 
deserves the royal favours, a farman in his name is being despatched.” 

Contents of the second farman are highly significant for the study 
of the military history of this period. The tactical disposition of Mughal 
forces for the siege of the fort Purandar described therein would add 
valuable details to our information on military history of the Mughals. 



Similarly, the severe penalties imposed by him on some of his top military 
commanders for failure to achieve the objective set before, explains to 
some extent, bow He cotild control a vast army for a period of twenty- 
five years, engaged in almost fruitless campaigns in the Deccan. This 
aspect is discussed in some depth by the author in a separate paper being 
published soon. Here only the uncommon order of the emperor pertaining 
to the social field is discussed. 

Two facts stand out from these farmans: 

The widows of the Deshmukh were exempted from the dues their 
deceased husband owed to the Government. The three widows could 
have been jailed or better-still converted to Islam as was the normal 
practice. But that was not done in this case. It is worth finding out the 
reason for this exemption. Whether it was the mellowing down due to 
age of the emperor or was it in recognition of some signal service which 
the deceased Deshmukh had rendered to Emperor. 

In the second case, the female folk and children of the besieged 
garrison of Rudramal were given safe passage by the Mughal Com¬ 
mander—Diler Khan. The latter did not incur any remonstrance— 
Aurangzeb gave his tacit blessing to the action. The persons so allowed 
to reach their home safety were Hindus and related to the Maratha 
soldiers of Shivaji, who were fighting the forces of the emperor. One has 
to find out why this reprieve was given, why were they not slain or 
converted ? What is the reason behind this magnanimity ? 

In the absence of any reference to the reasons for his actions in the 
farmans, one can only hazard a guess. Perhaps, Aurangzeb had reaised 
the great sufferings of the populace due to his intolerant policies, perhaps 
he was following the medieval practice of respecting woman-hood ; perhaps 
old age made him more sober or lenient. Or were all three 1 actors in 
operation we have no definite knowledge. Whatever may be the reason 
Aurangzcb’s actions undoubtedly show that he respected the traditions of 
Indian Society and culture of respecting woman-hood, which otherwise 
was helpless. 

It is submitted that scholars should now careful’y re-examine available 
records or try to find out yet unpublished documents and search for 
similar incidents and for clues that would explain the above actions of the 
emperor. It seems likely now that a re-assessment of existing data may 
add a new, as yet unsuspected dimension to the character of this 
remarkable personality, who ruled India for over fifty years. 

5—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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POLITICS THROUGH SOCIAL ORGANIZATION: THE SAGA OF 

SARGACHHI RAMKRISHNA MISSION IN THE NATIONAL 

MOVEMENT 

McJ. Khairul Anam 

Historians and scholars have been carrying on extensive research 
works on various comers of the history of India’s struggle for freedom. 
But nothing remarkable has yet been done about Ramkrishna Mission’s 
contributions to our national liberation movement. In my research I have 
studied the role of Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission in the national move¬ 
ment in Murshidabad District which has not been tackled by any one so 
far, and it was a remarkable example of nationalist politics through a 
primarily social organisation. Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram 
(formerly Anath Ashram), which is one of the oldest branches of the 
Ramkrishna Mission and which was founded by Swami Akhandananda, 
the great disciple of Ramkrishna Paramahansa and an ardent follower of 
Swami Vivekananda, played a significant rede in the freedom movement in 
the district. 

Swami Akhandananda was a great patriot and nationalist. Long 
before the establishment of Sargachhi Anath Ashram, he realised that the 
main causte of India’s misery was the foreign rule. The British rule had 
thrown the people of our country into the jaws of extreme poverty and 
untold sufferings by its continuous shameless exploitation and brutal 
oppression. Being a great lover of the motherland he wanted to free India 
from the shackles of foreign rule. He was an ardent follower of Swami 
Vivekananda. Like Vivekananda he bad deep faith in the Ind'an youth. 
It was his firm belief that if patriotism and nationalism could be injected 
into the minds of the youth and students, India would be very soon freed 
and would emjergp as a strong nation in the world. But if they want to 
achieve India’s independence they must have pure and strong character, 
tremendous will-power, self-confidence, indomitable spirit of courage and 
self-sacrifice. Swami Akhandananda dedicated his life in buildings these 
great qualities in the youth and students. Swami Vivekanand said to the 

youth ’‘Have faith in yourself first.Have faith in yourself—all 

power is in you—be conscious and bring it out”, say, ‘I can do every- 
thing’. 1 He again said, “Death is better than vegetating ignorant life; it 
is better to die on the battlefield than to live a life of defeat”, 2 —Swami 
Akhandananda all through his long life of an Ascetic at Sargachhi Ram¬ 
krishna Mission Ashram tried his best to inspire the youth and students 
to love their motherland and to cany on continuous struggle for her imme¬ 
diate liberation. 
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Long before Mahatma Gandhi, Swami Akhandananda realised the 
utility of ‘Khadi’. He himself used Khadi and advised others to do so. 
He knew very well that under the British rule Indian indigenous industry 
was destroyed. To make our country self-sufficient, indigenous industry, 
especially cottage-industry must be revived. With this end in view he 
established an industrial school at Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram 
in 1897. 3 Elaborate arrangements were made to give practical training 
to the students, most of whom came from poor peasant families, in the 
work of weaving indigenous cloths by the looms. 4 He supplied the 
peasant-women with spinning-wheels and cotton threads which were pro¬ 
duced in the land of the Mission Ashram. The peasant-women would 
spin the cotton and return the spun cotton to the Ashram. From these, 
cotton cloths especially “gamchhas” (a kind of indigenous towel) were 
woven. He himself participated in the work of weaving the cloths. 6 In 
this way he tried to make the villagers self-sufficient. When Mahatma 
Gandhi introduced ‘Khadi’ and spinning wheel, he became very much 
pleased.® He was in favour of indigenous industry in all its sectors. Use 
of swadeshi goods and even swadeshi sports were encouraged by him. 

Swami Akhandananda had deep love for the national leaders. He. wu* 
so shocked at the news of the d|;atb of Bal Gangadhar Tilak that he observ¬ 
ed fast for the whole day. He was also shocked by the news of Desh- 
bandhu’s demise. 7 

Once Swami Akhandananda wrote a letter of 18 pages to Desh- 
bandhu Chittaranjan Das. He expressed his views about the conferences 
of the Indian National Congress in this letter. He urged the Indian Natio¬ 
nal Congress to spread its ideas in the villages of our country and to have 
mass-contact so that greater portion of the country’s population could be 
involved in the Congress activities. He had given the following guide¬ 
lines for this purpose: 

“(i) The Sessions of the Indian National Congress should be held 
in the villages instead of towns and cities. 

(ii) The President of the Congress should travel on bullock-carts 
instead of motor-cars. 

(iii) The representatives assembled in the conference should be sup¬ 
plied with those foods which were usually eaten by the villagers 
and peasants”.* 

No one can deny the fact that mass-contact was very important and 
indispensable for Indian National Congress to gain adequate strength 
for struggle against foreign rule. The mission of Indian National 
Congress could never achieve success unless it could convey its messages 
in every hearth and home of the villages where lived most of the Indians. 
If Congress conferences could be held in thp villages, the peasants and 
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workers could be involved in different Congress activities. As a result, 
.they would become politically conscious and psychologically prepared for 
the fight, they must have to wage against foreign rule.® So Swami 
Akhandar.and*' him^cl f and his Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram 
launched elaborate programmes of awakening the villagers by removing 
their miseries and poverty, by spreading education among the ignorant and 
illiterate villagers, and by making them self-sufficient through introduction 
of indigenous industry. It was really the noblp work of mass-awakening 
and the Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram had done something con¬ 
crete in the field of building our nation. 10 

After returning from Rajputana, Swami Akhandananda once met 
Surendranath Banerjee, the great national leader from Bengal, at Barrak- 
pore. Surendranath Banerjee told him, “You also (the Swamis and 
Sadhus) should join in the activities of Indian National Congress”. 11 He 
replied, “I think your Congress is a monstrous thing of excitement. Only 
-fuss and grandeur functions were held for only three days in a year, then 
silence continued throughout the rest of the year. You do never care 
for crores of distressed, afflicted and poverty-stricken people of oUr 
country. I do never find any of your Congress representative at the door 
of nn> cottage (in the village).” Being chagrined by Swami Akhanda- 
nanda’s charges, Surendranath Banerjee angrily questioned, “Are you 
Omnipresent like God ? We have numerous preachers and workers like 
you,” The Swami replied, “I am unfortunate; I could not find any such 
worker.” He asked him a counter-question, “Well, Sir, can you not orga¬ 
nise indigenous companies which can control export-import trade of India, 
like P. & O. Finlc Muir, Macknin Mackpnji etc. ?” Surendranath Baner¬ 
jee replied, “Yes, wc are trying to introduce the same also.” 12 Once the 
r Swaml met Sir Ashutosh Mukharjee in the Asiatic Society Library in 
Calcutta. He told him, “Yon are a great scholar of uncommon genius. 
Why are you wasting your scholarly career m the profession of a mere 
lawyer ? Why are you not dedicating your fife in the cause of our 
motherland’s service ?” 3S 

lue above mentioned conversations with Surendranath Banerjee and 
Ashutosh Mukharjee prove how constructive and deep thinking Swami 
Akhandananda had for our country. His Ramkrishna Mission Ashram at 
Sargachhi, Murshidabad, became the meeting place of the freedom fighters 
in general and revolutionaries in particular. This Mission Ashram welcom¬ 
ed the youth and students from all over the District of Murshidabad. 14 
The students of Krishnath College of Berhamporc, Murshidabad, and 
leading revolutionaries from all over Bengal used to come to the Sargachhi 
Ramkrishna Mission Ashram with a view to getting themselves physically 
and psychologically prepared for India’s struggle for freedom for which 
they had dedicated their lives. 16 
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It is interesting to note that Krishnath College at Berhampore and 
Sargachhi Rarakrishna Mission Ashram become hand in glove in the 
nationalist and revolutionary movements. The leading revolutionaries of 
Bengal used these tjvo institutions for their revolutionary activities. 1 ® 
Kiisbnath College of Berhampore then became one of the strongest centres 
of the revolutionaries of Bengal. Revolutionary Organisations like Jugan- 
tar, Anusilan Samity, Brahmobandhav, Atmonnoti, etc. sent their agents 
to the Krishnath College for admission to different classes with the sole 
aim of recruiting the members for their resjpectivp organisations. 1 * 
Jogendranath Dp Sarkar, K. B. Roy and Niranjan Sen were among those 
several students who got themselves admitted in the Krishnath College for 
the same purpose. 18 On the other hand many of the students got admis¬ 
sion only to obtain revolutionary training in the College. 19 

It is quite natural that leading revolutionaries had to move every¬ 
where very secretly in order to avoid police arrest. They used the College 
through their agents, but they came to Sargachhi Mission Ashram in per¬ 
son as the Ashram was considered to be the safer place to them. From 
this Ashram they used to train the students, of Krishnath College in the 
revolutionary activities through various social service programmes and 
physical exercises. 20 ‘Elder brothers’ (leading revolutionaries) would join 
in various religious and social programmes organised by the Ramkrishna 
Mission Ashram, and this students of Krishnath College, on being instructed 
by their leaders, participated in these programmes. Very often Swami 
Akhandananda held lengthy discussions on Swami Vivekananda’s patrio¬ 
tism and his ideal of serving the down-trodden people. The Swami with 
deep raptness recited different speeches and messages of Swami Viveka- 
,panda. The students listened to his recitation very attentively. In this 
way they were greatly inspired by this Swami. 21 The Mission Ashram 
equipped the revolutionary students of K. N. College .with a pure and 
strong character, indomitable spirit of courage and self-sacrifice and 
patience and forbearance. 38 

The students of Krishnath College used to go to the Sargachhi Ram¬ 
krishna Mission Ashram in batches. Swami Akhandananda taught them 
bow to love their motherland and how to fight for her immediate l’bera- 
tion.- 3 He often quoted Swami Vivekananda : “Strength is life, weakness 
is death. Strength is felicity, life eternal, immortal; weakness is constant 
stiain and misery, weakness is death.” 24 Students chanted with the Swami. 
the great speeches of Swami Vivekananda, “Freedom, Oh Freedom is the 
cry of life. Freedom, Oh Freedom is the song of the soul.” 25 

Swami Akhandananda had deep love for the revolutionaries. He 
maintained close Relations with the leading revolutionaries. He had 
personal contact with Jatin Mukharjee, popularly known as ‘Bagha Jatin*. 
He himself described about the contact he had with Bagha Jatin in the 
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following words : “Jatindranath at his 18/19 years of age became my 
intimate friend. I often mentioned the name of Jatin before Nailen (Swami 
Vivekananda) ...... One day he (Vivekananda) wanted to see latin. I 

made an arrangement for their interview in a room. Swamiji was then in 

the black book of the Government.. I got out of the room. They 

held discussions for about an hour. Then they got out of the room. 
Kccp ! ng his left hand on the shoulder of Jatin, Swamiji asked him to main¬ 
tain their newly established Kinship.Jatin then would come to 

Swaniji But I cou’d not remember what they would talk about.” 28 

Swami Akhandananda cherished an emotional feeling for India's 
independence. He firmly believed that the sun of India’s independence 
would again rise in Murshidabad at Plassey. 27 ' Hie visited Plassey for the 
first time In his life while he was proceeding from Alambazar Math towards 
Murshidabad. When he reached Plas^jy he was taken aback there by the 
memory of the historical event of the war of 1757 and he lost the ability 
to move for a considerable number of minutes.** Swami Annadananda, 
the close associate of Swami Akhandananda, informs us that one night he 
suddenly rose from his bed and started uttering, “Here incantations have 
tc be recited or sacrifice of ray life has to be performed (Ekhanaiamar 
mantrersadhan Kimba sarirpatan). Do you know—the sun of fortune of 
the English had risen here (Murshidabad) ? Subjugation of India started 
from Plassey ground and spread gradually in Bengal, Hisar, Punjab etc. 

Here I became inspired by Swami Vivekananda’s ideals. 

Here in the villages a new lease of life has to be infused into India— 
from here ‘Brahmachari’ and ‘Abhi’ the servants of the country have to be 
produced.** 

In this way he always remained very concerned for India's indepen¬ 
dence. The above mentioned' words of the Swami throw clear light on 
the fact that he wanted to start the war of independence. . 

Old Murshidabad city, Hazaarduary Palace, and other historical sites 
of the capital of independent Bengal were regarded by Swami Akhanda¬ 
nanda as the holy places of pilgrimage. He visited these Historical sites 
and stayed there for few days. To remember the events of glorious past 
of Bengal, he celebrated wearing tfrs “balaposh” (a kind of linen wrapper 
stuffed with cotton used by the Nawabs). He wore a “balaposh” and 
began to dance like a boy. After his return from Hazaarduary, he 
accompanied by the boys and students, visited Plassey for the second 
time. He offered some wreaths of flowers on tfri graves of Mirmadan and 
Mohanlal. He used to call them the last heroes of Bengal.** 

He also encouraged the revolutionary students of the Krishnatb 
College to visit the historical places of Murshidabad. Being inspired 
and instructed by him the revolutionary leaders (rider brothers) took the 
students to the historical places of Murshidabad which were situated only 
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few miles from Sargachhi Ramkrishna M : ssion Ashram. They were march¬ 
ed-into small groups to the sites of historical importance and were present¬ 
ed a vivid picture of this glorious past. Grief of sufferings under the 
foreign rule and dream of freedom were injected into the minds of the 
students-. In this way the studmts were inspired and encouraged to dedi¬ 
cate their lives in the struggle for India's independence.* 1 

On 12 July 1903, Swami Akhandananda established “Vivekananda 
Saraity” in his Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram. Elaborate arrange¬ 
ments were made to train the students and youth in the physical exercises 
and games including the game of playing with the sticks. Like Viveka¬ 
nanda he believed that there was an urgent necessity of physical exercises 
in the national life as well as in the personal life. The students and youth 
were the future of the nation ; physical exercise would increase their manly 
power, courage and valour, it would make them fit for the fight they had 
to face against the foreign rule. 32 

Swami Akhandananda had a deep interest and . taste for books .on 
various subjects. He worked in different libraries. He collected many 
biographies of eminent persons like Mazzini, Florence Nightingale, Leo 
Tolstoy etc. He kept on reading thl; Vedas regularly. He selected a poem 
from the Vedas and urged the students to recite this following prayer : 
“May Brahmagani (one who had attained knowledge about god), heroic 
king, courageous soldier, milch-cow, able pack-animal bullock, fast moving 
horse, good house-wif:. victorious charioteer, civilized youth, take their 

birth in our country .” 33 He said that this poem had been 

the symbol of patriotism of the Sanyasins in Ancient India and it was also 
regarded as the national anthem by them, as “Bande-Matharam” of 
Baukimcbandra Chatterjee is now, adopted, as the national- anthem in the 
present time.* 4 

British Police kept constant watch on the Ramkrishna Mission for 
its alleged involvement in the anti-British activities. We come to- learn 
from Ladl'moban Rnychowdhury’s excellent book “Policer Reporte Ram- 
krisbna Mission” (Ramkrishna Mission in the Police Report), how British 
, Government kept its Detective Police alert on the activities of Ramkrishna 
Mission. 35 Dally, the Deputy Inspector of Police and Tegard, Inspector 
General of Police were some of those British officials who had prepared the 
reports about the alleged involvement of Ramkrishna Mission in the anti- 
British politics. From the standpoint of the imperialist English there were 
many reasons to suspect the Mission. The Indian revolutionaries received 
inspiration from religion. The revolut : onaries used to go !o the temples 
and to take oath with the Holy Geeta in their hands in the name of the 
mother-land. The “Ganapati Utsab” was celebrated by revolutionaries in 
Maharashtra. It is quite natural that they received insp : ralion ■ front -the 
Sad hi: x and Sanyasinx of the Ramkrishna-Mission. The Brit ! sh Police 
suspected that the Ramkrishna Mission encouraged and instigated the 
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“terrorists” against the Government. So the Police tried its best to prove 
that there was secret relation between the Ramkrishna Mission and the 

terrorists. It remained determined to suppress the Ramkrishna Mission 
and thereby tried to eliminate the “terrorists” forever. 36 

The Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram came also under 
constant Police vigilance from the year 1897 when it was established. 
Its founder Swami Akhandananda had been in the black book of the 
Police. He was once arrested by the Police in Kashmir during his return 
journey from Tibet and was kept imprisoned for a considerable number 
of days.. Even after his release he was kept interned for several days. At 
that time Police wanted to know what were the objectives of his travel. 
The Police tried to allure him with the offer of a “Jagir and wealth”. 81 
But he did not divulge'the intention of his travel. About his arrest by 
the Police, Swami Vivekananda said, “Look at that handful of youngmen 
brought into existence by the touch of Shri Ramkrishna’s fed. They were 

twenty yesterday. Make them two thousand tomorrow . One 

•of them crossed the Himalayas at a height of 20,000 feet over ice and 

snow bare-footed . . :.Privation and difficulties . followed, 

and pursued by the Police and imprisoned, (he was) atlast set frete when 
the Government was convinced of his innocence. 

Swami Akhandananda wa., suspected as a spy durmg h'S arrest men- 
t'oned above. But owing to :he lack of information wc do not know what 
kind of spy the Police regarded him. No doubt he was a great patriot and 
he had some intimate contacts wth the Rajas and Maharajas of Gujarat 
and Rajputana, most of whom were great patriots. During the early 1890's 
Swami Vivekananda and Swami Akhandananda had been travelling in 
North-Western India sometimes jointly and sometimes separately. Swa- 
niiji also, came nio . intimate. contact w : th some : Rajas and -Maharajas. 

Once Swami Vivekananda told Pandit Sakharam Dewskar. “. 

I know a. number of Rajas who are now prepared to . make the revolution 
a success.” 19 The Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated 15 August 19.71 (Page 5), 
writes, “It is, however, found in official records that in the early nineties 
and before he went abroad, Vivekananda’s intimacy with some of the petty 
princes of Western India attracted the attention of the Supreme Police boss, 
the Director-General of Criminal Intelligence of India.” 40 The reason of 
Swami Akhandananda’s arrest may be found in the same course of events 
as was in the case of Swami Vivekananda. 

We have already analysed how Swami Akhandananda and his Ram- 
kishna Miss ; on Ashram had b.-en in erntact with the revolutionaries of 
.Bengal and the youth and the students of Murshidabad. British Police 
also allowed no gap in their work of secret investigation in the activities 
of the Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission Ashram. In 1906 this Mission 
Ashram had no alternative but to close the “Vivekananda Samity” and to 
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stop its activities to avoid Police arrest and raids. In Vivekananda Samity 
of tbs Mission Ashram, the boys and students carried on their physxal 
exercises and indigenous games like playing with sticks etc. The British 
Government thought that through physical exercises and indigenous 
games they were preparing themselves to overthrow the Government. So 
in 1906 these activity were banned by the Government and in this very 
year the Police intensified its raids and searches everywhere. In this situa¬ 
tion Swami Akhandananda closed the Vivekananda Samity in 1906 in 
order to avoid Police raids and searches in the Mission Ashram. 41 

That the Police kept a constant watch on this Sargachhi Ramkrishna 
Mission Ashram has now been proved by two reports written by the then 
Officer Commanding of Beldanga Police Station in the Village Crime Note 
Book, one in 1917 and the other 1920. The Officer Commanding of 
Beldanga Police Station wrote in 1917, “This is an Ashram named 
Sargachhi Anath Ashram under the management of Swami Akhandananda 
of Belur Math. This is a branch of Belur Math. It is said that the young 
students used to come to play together here. The Ashram was being visit¬ 
ed by the political suspects and I am keeping the eye over the Ashram. 
The object of the Ashram was to support and educate the orphans. I 
visited the Ashram on 27-10-1917.” 42 

In 1921, in the wake of Non-Co-operation Movement the Police 
intensified its course of investigation into the activities of the Sargachhi 
Ramkrishna Ashram. Always the Police spy attended the Ashram 
secretly and collected all information about the newcomers in the Ashram. 4 * 
On 7 December 1920, the Officer Commanding of Beldanga wrote, “The 
Sargachhi Anath Ashram is now suspected for its involvement in the anti- 
Govemment activities. The students of Berhampore Col'ege who are 
involved in terrorist activities used to go to the Anath Ashram. Swami 
Akhandananda of Sargachhi Anath Ashram encourages the students against 
the Government and gives shelters to the terrorists who came to the 
Ashram from different parts of Bengal. But, during an investigation I did 
not find any concrete evidence by which action may be taken against the 
Ashram. However, we have kept a watch on die activities of the 
Ashram.” 44 

In 1921 the then District Magistrate of Murshidabad visited the 
Sargachhi Anath Ashram and enquired about thje activities of the Ashram. 
Swami Akhandananda tried to convince him that the Mission Ashram was 
nothing but a charitable institution and it had nothing to do with politics. 
In fact, the District Magistrate became very much pleased by observing 
Anath Ashram’s various programmes of service to tl<5 down-trodden, 
afflicted and famine-striken people of the villages. After the visit of the 
District Magistrate, the Police vigilance in the Ashram was considerably 
reduced. 48 But inspite of the apparent satisfaction of the District Magis¬ 
trate, the indirect pressure tactics of the British Government restricted the 
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activities of the Mission. In the thirties and forties the revolutionaries 
and the extremist elements from Berhampore Krishnath College continued 
to visit the Mission though secretly. But the main spirit of the movement 
was extinguished when Akhandananda himself died in 1937. 
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THE LETTERS OF T1PU SULTAN IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE 
SRINGERI MATHA 

A. K. Shastry 

The Sringcri Matha, tounded by Adi Sankaracharya, the greatest 
exponent of advaita ph : !osophy, is one of the oldest Hindu monasteries in 
India The Matlui, through the ages, developed into a 'Dharma 
Samsihaua, owing tv several -and endowment made by Vijayanagar 
emperors. Keladi i tilers, Marathas, Adil Shahis of Bijapur. Nizam, Haider 
A1. Tipu Sultan, Odevars of Mysore, British Commissioners and many 
other chieftains. ]: is really . interesting to note that even the Muslm 
rulers sought the blessings of the Sringcri Jagadguru. 

Tipu, a man of exceptional ability, af;er the death of his father in 
1782. ascended the throne of Mysore and brought the Second Anglo- 
Mysc-rc War to a successful close in 1784. In some respects., T pu 
followed Haider's policy, and one such examp e is his reverence for Sri 
Sacchidananda Bharati 111 (A.D. 1770—A.D. 1814), the contemporary 
of both Haider and Tipu. There are 46 letters 1 of Tipu preserved in the 
archives of the. Sringcri Matha. Many of these letters, addressed to Sri 
Sacchidananda Bharati III are couched in respectful language and breathe 
a spirit of veneration for the Sringeri Jagadguru. The remaining letters 
are addressed to Killedars, Amildars and Parupatyagars. Besides these 
original letters, there are a few cop : cs of original letters found in the 
Kadatas- of the Sringeri Matha. These records are already brought to 
light by the author of the present research paper. 3 Here is an attempt 
to trace om the relation between Tipu and the Sringeri Matha. on the 
basis of these records 

The original 'etters of Tipu, invariably bear at the top, the round 
emblem, with the stripes of a tiger. Inside the emblem, .n Arabic Babrc 
(tiger striped) script, is written, “Tipu writes in the name of Bismillah 
(God)”. The letters generally begin with the titles 4 “ Srimat Parmahamra 
Parivrajaka-charayavarya (Chief Acharya of the Paramahamsa Sanya sis)". 

Tipu’s letters begin with his salatns to the Guru, followed by h's 
message and date, both in Muslim (Mohammad) as well as in Hindu 
Cyclic Year, at the end. The records are in Kannada 

The Marathas, thte Nizam and the English were planning to crush 
Tipu Su’tan. But it is quite interesting to note that at the same time, all 
of them revered the Sringeri Jagadguru. At certain times, though Tipu 
was at the helm of affairs, he appears to have felt to a much greater 
extent, than his father, that political strength and military prowess were 
not enough to secure peace and prosperity in the Kingdom and that divine 
help was indispensable. He, therefore, repeatedly requests his Holiness to 
offer prayers to G. d and send Prasada (any gift that comes from a guru 
or idol), Mantra Kshate (akshate consecrated through the recitation over 
it of mantras, unbroken rice mixed with turmeric powder) and blessings, 
so that the armies of the enemies, who were molesting the Kingdom, 
might meet with condign punishment. 
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From a few nirupas (written orders) and binnavattales (letters of 
respectful communication and petition) as recorded in the Kadatas 5 , it 
can be known th;.t when the Guru was on tour, the Sultan issued orders 
to Killedars (Police officers) and Parupatyagars (officers in charge of 
temples), asking them to make all necessary arrangements and to give 
protection to the Swami from thieves and brigands. Officers were ordered 
to allow and assist the Mathas agents in collect ng their usual time 
honoured Charam-Kanike (a gift for the feet of guru), Deeparadhana- 
Kanike (a gift pertaining to adoration that is performed with lamps), and 
also in making an enquiry about achara-vichara (ceremonial observances) 
of the Matha’s disciples. The Officers were ordered by the Sultan to 
keep a watch over and also punish those who unlawfully collected the 
Matha’s dues, by impersonating as the agents of the Matha.* 

From a copy of the nirupa, dated Visvavasu-Samvatsara, N’ja Chaitra 
Suddha 8 (Sunday 17th April 1785) from Tipu to a person named Kote 
Narasayya, it is understood that in accordance with the Court’s verdict, 
the Sringeri Seeme of the value of 3003 Varahas, was to be handed over 
to Sri Sacchidananda Bharati III of the Sringeri Matha, and that the 
Matha’s claims over the said area were never to be questioned in future. 7 

Tipu assisted the Guru in the work of renovating the temples at 
Kanchi, which had been partly destroyed during Hyder Ali’s campaigns.* 

In 1791, Parashuram Bhau, the Maratha Commander raided Bidnuru. 
It was in the same year, Pindaris and other marauders accompanying the 
army led by Raghunatharao Patvardhan, foolishly plundered Sr ngeri, 
looted the temples and desecrated the holy Shrine of Sri Sharadamba. 
G. S. Sardcsai, the great Maratha historian, writes, “ Rag h una tharao 
Patvardhan burning with the desire of revenge against Tipu, Wantonly 
destroyed at this time the holy shrine of the Shankaracharya of Shringeri, 
an affront to Hindu religion by a brother Hindu, the sad memory of 
which long remained fresh in Maratha memory 9 ”. When the Sultan came 
to know about this ghastly incident, he wrote to the Guru : “People who 
sin against such a holy place will at no distant date suffer the consequences 
of their misdeeds. People do evil s milin g, but will suffer the penalty in 
tormouts of agony, this adage will be fulfilled. Treachery to gurus will 
lead to all-round ruin, destruction of all wealth and the ruin of the 
family” 10 . The Sultan made a grant of 400 rahotis for the restoration 
of the temple and the re-installation of the idol of Sri Sharadamba. 
Subsequently, he made a present of a palanquin and some money to the 
Guru, requesting him at tne same time to be so kind as to offer prayers 
to God for the complete destruction of the enemy, the success of his own 
army, and for his own prosperity as well as that of the State. 11 

With a view to exterminate the hostile armies. Tipu, in his letter to 
the Guru, strongly urged the performance of Sahasrachandi Japa. The 
Sultan paid all the expenses including those of feeding thousand Brahmins 
a day for forty days (Mandala) 12 . The performance of Sahasrachandi 
Japa. appears to have been most effective, as the same was acknowledged 
by the Sultan. 18 

The Sultan even permitted the Sringeri Matha to take cognizance of 
and punish in accordance with tho Shastras, such offences as theft of gold,, 
murder of Brahmins, and drunkenness, when committed by Branmin 
public servants, who it is said numbered between 40 and 50 thousand at 
that time, though such offences could be tried under the law by the State 
only. Such offenders were to be excommunicated. 14 
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When the Maretha army plundered the Sringeri Matha in 1791, the 
loss, the Matha sustained, amounted to about 60 lakhs. The whereabouts 
o£ these spoliators not having been traced, the Guru decided to meet 
Peshwa Madhavrao Narayan, in person, at Pune, whose help he sought. 
It was on this occasion, Tipu invited him to make a halt on his way at 
Srirangapattana 15 . After the departure of the Swami, from Mysore to 
Pune (1792-93), the Sub an did not receive letters from the Guru for a 
long time. The Sultan was very much anxious and addressed a letter 1 " 
in which he mentioned that wherever the Guru stayed, there it rained in 
plenty, the harvest was bountiful, and every prosperity attended the 
people. He therefore most eagerly urged the Guru’s return to Mysore as 
early as possible. 

When the Sultan was informed of some m'sehiefs played by the 
miscreants in the Sringeri Matha, he ordered his officials to take necessary 
action against such miscreants. 17 

In one of his letters, Tipu expressed his happiness over the smooth 
running of free boarding and religious festivals in Sringeri. 18 

The Sultan abo acknowledged the receipt of two shawls from the 
Guru. lu 

When the Sultan came to know that the Guru had recovered frem 
illness, the Sultan addressed, “It is but natural that owing to God’s grace 
the illness caused to such a great person is cured”. 20 

In one of his letters, Tipu conveyed his salam to Sri Sacchidananda 
Bharati III and wrote, that he depended upon three sources of strength : 
God’s grace, Jagadguru’s blessing and prowess of the arms. He further 
wrote : “if God showers success, and that is possible only with the 
blessing of a holy person lilqj you”.- 1 

Tipu presented crystalline Shiva Linga to the Guru, with an earnest 
request to worship the same. 23 

The Sultan had an ardent desire to visit Sringeri, which, however, 
could not be fulfilled because of his sudden death in 1799. In the IVth 
Anglo Mysore War (1799), he died like a great Soldier-hero. 

The correspondence was not one sided. Sri Saceh : dananda Bharati 
III also sent several Ashirvada Patrikegalu (Letters of Benediction) to the 
Sultan.-- 

From the foregoing account it is quite clear that the relation between 
Tipu and the Jagadguru of the Sringeri Matha was of mutual respect. 
Tipu was hero c and patriotic. There cannot be and need not be any 
doubt in this regard. However according to Kirkpatrik, “Tipu was cruel 
and oppressive”. But according to Mill, “As a domestic ruler, he 
sustains an advantageous comparison with greatest princes of the East”. 
Some cons : dcr him to be a tolerant ruler, wh'le others, intolerant. Both 
these opposite views are to be accepted with certam reservations. It is 
important to note that Tipu issued letters to the Jagadguru in 1790s, the 
last decade of his reign, when he was confronted with innumerable 
prob'ems. So it was natural on the part of the Sultan to seek the moral 
support and blessings from the then supreme religious and sp'ritual head, 
the Jagadguru of the Sringeri Matha.- But it is also to be remembered that 
while doing so, Tipu was following his father’s policy. It must have been 
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really a very difficult task for the Jagadguru . when the Marathas, the 
Nizam and the British were trying to crush Tipu, and quite strange, that 
all had veneration for the Jagadguru. But some of Tipu’s atrocities in 
Goorg and Kerala, certainly are against tolerant policy, though the acts 
were of political necessity. Therefore, instead of generalising Tipu either 
as a religious b ; got or as a tolerant ruler, it would be appropriate to study 
and interpret the events of his reign separately. We do find paradoxes in 
great men. No wonder. Tipu too followed different polic es at different 
situations to meet his ends. However, his veneration for the Sringeri 
Jagadguru and the Sringeri Matha, % beyond any doubt. 
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SCIENTIFIC PAPERS IN THE DAWN MAGAZINE: 1897—1913 

Chittabrata PaUt 


A. Introduction: 

The Dawn Magazine, an English monthly journal was founded and 
edited by Satischandra Mukherjee, the doyen of national education move¬ 
ment in Bengal in 1897. It became the mouthpiece of the Dawn Society 
also founded by Mukherjee in 1902. The Society got its name from the 
journal and not vice versa. The magazine was actually launched as the 
organ of Bhagabat ChatuspatHi, a rellgio-cultural institution to promote 
national feelings founded by Satischandra Mukherjee in 1895 which 
served as the precursor of the Dawn Society. The Dawn was brought out 
initially in collaboration with Ayayhari Banerjee who later became a 
disciple of Swami Vivekananda and joined the Ramakrishna Order as 
Swarni Swarupananda. Raj Kumar Banerjee, Professor of Physics in 
Bangabasi College and Manmatha Nath Pal, a pleader in the Alipore 
Court also assisted Satischandra as joint-editors. But Satischandra 
remained its editor throughout its career of long Sixteen Years. The 
Closing years of the 19th Century and the first decade of the 20th is 
well-known as the Swadleshi Period in the history of our freedom struggle. 
It began as a phase of cultural nationalism which escalated into national 
politics of Swadeshi, Swaraj and Boycott. It was the epoch of Viveka¬ 
nanda, Rabindranath, Bip : n Pal and Arabinda. The spade-work in 
national education was done by Satischandra through his Chatuspathi and 
the Dawn Society which finally merged into the National Council of 
Education in 1906. 

B. Nature of Record-Holding: 

A broken series of the Dawn has been inherited by Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity through its parent body, National Council of Education though the 
N.C.E. also has a simi'ar set in its present holdings. An almost unbroken 
series is still in the possession of Haridas and Uma Mukherjee who dis¬ 
covered it and wrote about it in their standard work, Origins of the 
National Education Movement (1957). The Nat'onal Library has a few 
copies. Another full set is likely to be with the family of Late Sir Ramesh 
Chandra Mitra, the notpd Indian Judge of the Calcutta High Court and 
a friena of Satischandra Mukherjee. 

C. Brief History of the Custodian Institution i 

Jadavpur University, a progeny of the National Council of Education, 
has the journal in its Central Library in the Periodical Section. The 
volumes are not lent out. They are for restricted use by scholars on 
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production of the library and card on suitable introduction and strictly 
confined to the special reading room of that section. 

D. State of Preservation : 

There arc altogether 13 volumes, a few in good condition but most 
others either brittle or extremely brittle. They are not properly 
laminated. The binding has become loose and leaves are likely to come 
off. The approximate size of the volumes is 9i x 6 inches. In view of 
the national importance of the journal as our mouthpiece in the early 
phase of the national movement, its deserves special care and better 
preservation. The series alongwith other valuable source materials of the 
Swadeshi Period in the Periodicals Section should be removed to a more 
spacious air-conditioned chamber from its present location in a mezannine 
floor which is occasionally subject to see page of water. The volumes 
should also be immediately microfilmed or converted into microfiche for 
better storage und readers made available. The original should be pro¬ 
perly rumigated, laminated, and rebound. As the Archives only provide 
source materials on the poiicy side, those non-official materials are our 
main source of information on the saga of our freedom struggle. If the 
State Government has no budget for such expensive drive for preservation, 
the UGC and the National Archives should come forward with one-time 
lump grant and recurring maintenance grant in view of urgency and 
importance. Scholars both Indian and Foreign have started using it more 
vigorously than earlier and before these are overused and lost, steps have 
to be taken fgr scientific preservation. Some volumes (Volume 4 for 
example) is still unprocessed. Another urgent step is to locate and 
collate the full set and preserve it where it belongs i.e. JU pr NCE. The 
library v.'ith the help of the History Department, especially the present 
writer should undertake this task. 

E. Chronological Coverage: 

The library has twelve volumes out of sixteen volumes known to 
have been extant, covering the period, 1897—1912. The major graph is 
from 1904 to 1912-13 which can be filled up in collaboration with the 
depositories cited above. 

F. Extent to which they have been utilised: 

It has already been noted that Haridas and Uma Mukhnrja: made 
exhaustive use of the material in their pioneering work in 1957. Since 
then, almost all Indian scholars and some foreigners also have referred to 
it in their work on early stages of nationalism in India and Bengal. Two 
latest titles by Indian authors are Fifty Years of National Education by 
Amitabha Mukberjee and Swadeshi Enterprise in Bengal, volume 1 and 2, 
by Amit Bhattacharyya. The present author has utilised the material in 
his research papers cn Nationalism and Science and intents to publish a 
selection of scientific papers in the Dawn Magazine shortly with suitable 
analysis and introduction as a part pfi'his project on Nationalism and 
Science, 1876—19*7. 
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G. Critical Analysis of the Material : 

The Dawn in its first phase (1897—1904) mainly focussed on 
India’s moral and spiritual values. Articles on education, science, history, 
economics, sociology and anthropology also appeared from time! to time. 
All luminaries of the tim,e contributed these articles but the bulk was by 
the editor himself. The purpose was to bu : ld up identity and unity. In 
the second phase (1904—07) of the new series, the main attractions were 
The Indiana’, ‘Topics for Discussion’ and ‘Students Section’ with the 
motif : “To love the Country, One must know the Country”. In the 
third and final phase (1907—1913), its main concern was promotion of 
national feelings and nation-building as a whole. From January, 1907 
every issue carried the fo.lowing question and answer : 

Q. How can Indian Students increase their love for their Country? 

A. (a) By increasing their stock of knowledge of India and Indians. 

(b) By learning to act together for some common purposes 
useful to their country. 

(c) By helping their countrymen in creating a demand for their 
manufactures. 

(d) By helping the cause of education on national lines. 

The old features like the Indiana and Topics for Discussion continued. 
The Students Section was convercd into ‘Indian Educational and Allied 
Movements’ lot a more vigorous campaign for National Education. The 
Indiana contained reports of research in Ancient Indian History and 
Culture, the most important of which was Radhakumud Mukherjee’s 
essays in Indian Maritime Enterprise wh : ch went into the making of his 
later classic, History of Indian Shipping and Maritime Activity (London, 
1912), Hs ‘The Wonderful Unity of India’ later renamed ‘The Funda¬ 
mental Unity of India’ acted as the manifesto of Indian Nationalism. 
Besides him, the other famous contributors were Benoy Kumar Sarkar, 
Rabindra Narayan Ghose, Haran Chandra Chakladar and Satischandra 
himself who made some outstanding contributions on the indigenous 
tradition of An and Architecture in India (May-June, 1910). A classified 
list of Articles published in the Dawn from March, 1897 to November, 
1913 is available in Haridas and Uma Mukherjcc’s Origins of the National 
Education Movement (pp. 315—358) under the following headings : 
Religious and Ph'los.ipn cal, Scient'fic, Historcal, Economic, Educational, 
Sociological, Linguistic and Literary, Art, Architecture and Music Anthro¬ 
pological. This inventory is ma nly for the list of sc ent fic papers 
numbering forty which embodied the nationalist pursuit of Science for 
Nation-building purpose, i.e., discovery of Scientific Heritage, Assimilation 
of Modem Science, Applied Science and popular science. Some of the 
important titles are: ‘The Material Triumphs of Science : Report from 
Scientific America (May, 1897) ; ‘Mother Nature’ by Charles Dawbam, : 
Reprint from the Progressive Th'nker (December, 1897 and January- 
February 1898) ; ‘Mind in All Animal Life’ (March, 1898) ; ‘The Fire 
Proof Tree' (April, 1898) . ‘Psychic Effects of The Weather as. expounded 
in an American Journal of Science’ (May, 1898) ‘The influence.of Sun 

spots on Weather and Harvest’ (November. 1898); Organic Life and 
Matter? (September, 1898) ; ‘How to Live the Best Life with our 
Environments’ By William Roult—Report from January issue of the. 
Theosophist (February, 1900) ; ‘The Telcgraphone at the Paris Exhibition 
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by Hridaychandra Banerjee’ (October, 1900) ; ‘The Science of Brn<?’ by 
Dr Ge ’rge W. Carey (March, 1901) ; ‘Molecules—What They are’and 
How They Behave’ by Jyotibhusan Bhaduri (April—-June, 1901) ; 
‘Educational Value of the Physical Sciences from a Moral Point of View’ 
by Dr. Mahendra Lai Sircar (September—October, 1901) ; ‘liquid Air 
and Solid Air’ (September, 1901) ; ‘The Secret of Long Life’ by Satis- 
chandra Mukherj.ee; ‘Can Physical Science enlighten Man as to his 
Destiny’ by Dr. Mahendra Lai Sircar ; ‘Physical Science in the 19th 
Century’ by Radha Kumud Mukherjee (November, 1901) ; ‘Dyspepsia in 
Calcutta’ by Dyspeptic (December, 1901) ; ‘Vegetarianism and Vigour’ 
by W.R.C. Latson, editor of Health Culture, New York (February, 
1902); ‘Wireless Telegraph : As Illustrative of the Progress of Science 
and Its Applications’ by Dr. Mahendra Lai Sircar (July, August, Decem¬ 
ber 1902); ‘Is Matter Alive? Some of the Latest Researches of 
J. C. Bose’ (November, 1902) ; ‘The New Alchemy’ (February, 1904) ; 
‘A Great Marathi Inventor and His Epochmaking Invention and Two 
Punjabi Inventors and The : r Creditable Work’ (February, 1909) . ‘The 
Indian Sacred Plant. The Tulasi As a Preventive of Malaria’; ‘The Latest 
Researches About the Plant’ by Sashibhusan Banerjee (September, 
December, 1910) ; ‘Chemical Research in Bengal’ (June, 1912) ; ‘Indian 
Metallurgical Knowledge’ by D.C.S. (October—December, 1912). 

One or two specimens can be cited from the ordinal. The editors 
while introducing the article titled ‘The Material Triumphs of Science’ 
taken from the Scientific American (May, 1897) observed : 

We present here to the reader an excellent summary of some of the 
most astounding results, and achievements of Modem Science. It is 
necessary that we should keep abreast of all that is passing around 
us if only to take note of their tendencies and effects upon our social 
well-being. But the work is an exceedingly different one and if any¬ 
thing, it is here that he runs may not read. We propose, there¬ 
fore, in the next issue to shortly review the subject in an article 
entitled ‘Sidelights on Modem Science’. 

This assimi’ative attitude is reflected in the article published in June, 
1897 : 


The progress of Science and the Cures that it is supposed to effect 
cf all the ills of life are the constant themes of self-congratulation of 
latter-day civilisation. The Wave has been steadily; advancing and 
would seem to engulf all thoughts, all aspiration in, one universal 

flood.It is well to begin at once by saying all Science is 

knowledge, the unfolding of truth to the mental eye of the 

inquirer. But Science has been prostituted to uses which 

no law can sanction, which no reason justify. It has poisoned the 
springs of our being and held back the tide of progress as it might 
be. It has distorted our vision and left us in the mire of ignorant 
jublication. The truth is that science properly understood and used 
is an unmixed blessing; it is so much power which we may use as 
we will. 


The Scientific temper was thus set bv the Dawn at the turn of 20th 
Century, 





K. M. CARIAPPA: FIELD MARSHAL IN UNIFORM AND MUFTI 

S. Sengupta 

The present synoptic title of this archival paper on the private papers 
of the Field Marshal Kodandera Madappa Cariappa available in National 
Archives of India summarises his activities as an army person and civilian. 
The contents of the papers of the Field Marshal are varied as well as 
interesting, and National Archives of India is rightly proud of keeping 
his papers in 95 bound volumes, 1149 docket covers and 11 files consist¬ 
ing of more than 11,000 items. We are fortunate and happy that 
Cariappa gave his papers to National Archives of India as gift. They are 
also unique as National Archives does not hold private papers of any 
other Indian Services’ personnel. A sizeable bulk of theste papers 
being in the form of correspondence one may find in them 
unexplored insight of well known personalities like Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, M. A. Jinnah, Indira Gandhi, Sri Prakash, 
B. C. Roy, Mahabir Tyagi, G. B. Pant, Lai Bahadur Shastri, E. M. S. 
Namboodiripad, Padmaja Naidu and others. Correspondence from Indian 
rulers, foreigners, army personnel and admirers reveals Cariappa’s popu¬ 
larity. A study of his papers may perhaps indicate that he was liked by 
both the armed personnel and the general public. 

K. M. Cariappa was bom on 28 January 1899 in Coorg where he 
completed his school education. He had h : s college education from the 
Madras Presidency College, and joined the Indian army in 1919 as a 
commissioned officer after passing out from Daly College, Indore. As a 
Brigadier in 1945-46 Cariappa, affectionately called ‘Kipper’ by his 
colleagues, was a member of the Indian Army Reorganisation Committee 
(its Chairman was Lt. Gen. Sir Henry Willcox), and was posted in Bannu 
in NWFP. On 15 August 1947 Cariappa, as Major General, became the 
Deputy Chief of the General Staff at the Army headquarters. He headed 
the Eastern Command from December 1947 to January 1948, and sub¬ 
sequently became the Chief of the Western Command. Cariappa was the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army from 15th January 1949 to 
14 January 1953. He, after his career in the Army, was Indian High 
Commissioner in Australia from July 1953 to April 1956. The Nepalese 
Government in 1952 and the United States of America in 1950 honoured 
him for his excellent services in the Army during the Second Wor’d War. 
In 1965 Cariappa was chosen as Vice-President of World Veterans 
Organisation. 

Cariappa in 1946-47 was a vt:ry disturbed person as he could not 
reconcile himself to the imminent partition of India and the Indian Armed 
forces. He, as a Brigadier, on 12 April 1946 wrote to Sir Claude J, E 
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Auchinleck, then th; Commandfcr-in-Chief of the British Indian Army, 
that the Indian political parries and their leaders were not capable of 
undcrsiand'ng the complexities of the nationalisation of the Indian Armed 
Forces. He proposed to produce a short film on the training of Army 
Officers to educate the Indian people. Cariappa suggested that the 
proposed film would show that a ‘good’ officer “Keeps his men d'vorced 
from party politics”. He wrote to Anchinleck that “It is a very well 
known fact that the importance of (nationalisation of the Indian Armed 
Forces) is not understood or appreciated by a large majority of the people 
of this country, who will be the rulers of tomorrow”. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was also apprised of a possible and almost imminent d vision of the Indian 
Armed Forces. In reply to Cariappa’s letter of 25 April 1946 Nehru 
wrote on 29 April: “I quite understand and appreciate the disturbance 
in your mind.... Most of us share that disturbance. It is a bad thing 
even to th : nk of division of our Armed Forces. I should like to avo : d it 
almost at any cost. Yet sometimes events are too powerful and it is wise 
to let them have their course for a while. I do not know how things will 
Shape themselves in the near future. But of one thing I am convinced 
that ultimately there will be a united strong India. We have often to go 
through the valley of the shadow before we reach the sun-l't mountain 
tops”. 

liven from a perusal of Cariappa papers it becomes clear that Cari¬ 
appa wanted to be involved in public life. He wrote pamphlets, spoke to 
the press, fought Lok Sabha Election in 1971 from Bombay North-East 
Constituency with the ‘trotting horse’ symbol, went on a goodwill visit to 
the then East Pak ; stan in 1964, and was associated with the amelioration 
of the grievances of ex-scrvices’ pprsonnpl. Cariappa was the President 
of All India Councl of Sports and took serious interest in the functioning 
of the National Institute of Sports, Patiala, Nehru, however, once repri- 
.manded him on 13 October, 1952 for speaking publicly on an ‘industrially’ 
weak India. Cariappa while accepting the diplomatic job to Australia 
wrote to Jawaharlal Nehru on 20 April 1953 : 

“I am sorry God has not given me more lives so as to give me the 
opportunity of sacrificing each individual life in the service of our 
people and our country. I am happiest amongst the common man 
in their fields or in the streets, or in factories or in such other places. 
My heart is with the youth of the country. It gives me endless joy 
to be amongst them, to talk to them and to put over to them ideas 
and advice which, I feel, might be of some help to them to prepare 
themselves to be good citizens of our land. Lastly, my heart is with 
the thousands and thousands of ex-servicemen — those grand people 
who were officers and jawans in our Army during National crisis. 
There is a lot to be done — a very good deal — for their 
rehabilitation”. 
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Alter his stint, as Indian High Commissioner in Australia, Cariappa 
attempted to organise ex-scrvicemen’s welfare activities systematically. In 
1957 there were some twenty-five Ex-servicemen’s Associations, but there 
was hardly any co-ordination among them. A special meeting of retired 
and released officers, JCOs, NCOs and other ranks was, therefore, held 
0:1 17 March, 1957 in New Delhi to form the Indian Ex-Services Federa¬ 
tion to organize on proper basis ex-scrvicemen’s welfare work in the 
country and to co-ordinate activities of the Government and non-Govem- 
rnerffal organisations of ex-servicemen. Cariappa, in fact, throughout his 
life after retirement did always look forward to ex-servicemen's welfare 
activities. 

Some 1 of the Cariappa papers reveal his worries about strikes and 
riots in post-partition India. He, in January 1956, expressed his anguish 
to Nehru in the following words : “Little did I dream that this kind of 
thing (i.e. riots and strikes) would ever happen in the India today. I did 
not thmk that our people would continue to be so indisciplincd in the same 
manner as they used to be during the British days when we were fighting 
for our independence I well remember in those days whenever there 
were any riots or civil disobedience some of our people used to put the 
blame on the British. . . . Now I see in some of the papers this same 
blame for these riots and strikes being put on to the Communists. Good 
gracious—have we not the strength of character and honesty to occasionally 
blame ourselves for these horrible things that happen ?” Nehru replied, 
on 30 January 1956, that “We have all been greatly distressed at recent 
happen ngs in Bombay and some other places in India in connection with 
the reorganisation of States. I agree with you that it is no good blaming 
a sotcial group, even though that group may have taken a prominent part 
in these disturbances. The fault lies with us and we should face the 
situation”. An appeal “A call to the people of India” from Cariappa and 
other contemporary Indian dignatories was sent to all Indian States asking 
the people to be disciplined, non-violent and united. E.M.S. Namboodi- 
ripad, as Chief Minister of Kerala, wrote to Cariappa on 2 July, 1957 
that for Indian unity. “May the glorious memory of the heroes and 
martyrs of 1857 guide us all in our endeavour to unite and strengthen 
the nation”. 

Cariappa occasionally appealed to the Indian youth for discipline and 
unity, fn 1974 he circulated a Pamphlet “A Call to the Youth : The 
precious Gems of our Land ’. He, in 1979, also circulated “A Few 
Sayings to Our Dear Youth”, which emphasised “Worship of Parents, 
Worship of God” and “Worship of Teacher”. He asked the Indian 
youth to be “Dcsh Bhakta” having “Desh Prema” and dedicated to “Desh 
Scwa”. Cariappa reminded them of “Four Ds—D ; scipline, Duty, Deter¬ 
mination, Dedication”, and told them, “Do not fear God, Do not fear 
your Parents, Do not fear your Gurus, but respect and love them all.... 
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(and) do not confuse education with literacy-civilization with modernisa¬ 
tion”. 

So long, as an archivist, an attempt has been taken to apprise the 
scholars of some interesting aspects of Field Marshal K. M. Cariappa’s 
public life so that they may like to use K. M. Cariappa papers for scholarly 
study (obviously, these papers arc subject to the research rules of National 
Archives of India). His family life, letters from his son Nanda and 
daughter Nalini, his deep interest in Indo-Australian relations and involve¬ 
ment in Asiafrican Goodwill Society, and correspondence with students, 
young teachers and admirers may not be dealt with in this short informa¬ 
tion write-up cn an important accession in National Archives of India. 
To conclude, however, we may quote from a letter which Cariappa wrote 
on 7 December, 1964 to the Reverend Murray-Massingham of Church of 
England telling that “j never have made God of Any Man.. 



PAPER ON RECENT ACCESSIONS IN ANDHRA PRADESH STATE 
ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE, TARNAKA, 
HYDERABAD 

The Andhra Pradesh State Archives and Research Institute Is one 
of the richest repositories of priceless historical records ranging from the 
reigns of Bahamani, Qutub Shahi, Adil Shahi, Mughals, Nizams, the 
British and the present day administration. There are several important 
Private Collections, several rare Farmans and a number of Royal orders 
of the 15th Century. Many microfilm copies of records of historical 
importance acquired from historical institutions are also preserved. 

The Andhra Pradesh State Archives and Research Institute has one 
Interim Repository in Andhra Pradesh Secretariat and one Regional 
Archival Centre at Rajahmundry, besides three Regional Offices at Tim* 
pathi, Visakhapatnam and Wsrangal which are functioning to acquire and 
preserve the historical records of the regions. 

In the recent times the Andhra Pradesh State Archives has acquired 
important collections in respect of Public records, private collections and 
microfilm copies of historical and cultural value. 

Under Public records, G.O.Ms. series of Revenue Department, Educa¬ 
tion Department and Panchayat Raj Department of Government of Andhra 
Pradesh numbering 11,000 G.O. copies ranging from 1976—1984 have 
been acquired from A P. Secretariat and preserved in this Department. 

Fasli era records of Ex-Hyderabad State, Warangal Subedari pertain¬ 
ing to the period fium 1292 F. to 1358 F. were also acquired. These files 
are in Engl'si;, Urdu, Persian and Teiugu relatmg.to the Subedari adminis¬ 
tration. These records relate to Administration, Political, Social Reforms. 
Law and Order. Education. Grant of Inams and Revenue like acquisition 
of Land and Revenue Collections. Further Ex-Hyderabad Government’s 
Asman Jahi Paigah records of 1300 F. to 1.358 F. which deals with main¬ 
tenance of defence and Salarjung Estate records pertaining to 1292 F. to 
1358 F. of Ex-Hyderabad State were also acquired numbering about 
20,000. These Ex-Hyderabad State Government records are in the nature 
of Files. Fly leaves and accounts of slips. 

Siyahas (Marriage cert'ficates) numbering 1278 are one of the recent 
collect‘ens acqu ir'd from various qazaths of Andhra Pradesh. These are 
the individual documents executed by the Bride and Bridegrooms of 
Muslin Community before a Qazi, 
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The spare copies of Confidential and non-confidential G.Os. for the 
period from 1857—1940 pertaining to Andhra Pradesh available in Tamil 
Nadu Archives have been separated and transferred to Andhra Pradesh 
State Archives by deputing the staff of Andhra Pradesh State Archives. So 
far the spare copies of the G.Os. of the following Departments in 1566 
bundles were separated and transferred to Andhra Pradesh State Archives. 

1. Public Department 1857—1920 

2. Education Department 1861—1920 

3. Judicial Department 1857—1920 

4. Political Department 1857—1920 

5. Finance Department 1857—1920 

6. Legislative Department 1897—1924 

This work is still in progress. 

647 Bundles of District Collectorate records of Ncllorc District, R. 
Disposals for the period from 1857—1930 were acquired and preserved 
in ine Regional Office of State Archives at Tirupathi. These are the 
original records of District admin'stration and also cover every aspect of 
District administration of that period especially revenue matters including 
revenue collections, Jamabandi accounts, Relief Measures and corres¬ 
pondence between the Taluk administration etc. In addition to this R. 
Disposals 161 District Gazettes of 1861 to 1930 were also acquired from 
Ncllore District Collectorate. These Gazettes contain Notifications issued 
by the District Collector and reprints of important Acts passed by the 
Government of Madras and Government of India from time to time. 

Acquisition of important Private Collection is one of the main functions 
of Andhra Pradesh State Archives. 

Recently the private collection of 31 documents of Sri G. Narayana 
Swamy, Freedom Fighter covering the period from 1938—1949 in the form 
of letter-; and correspondence and the private coPection of Sri Pawar 
Narayan Rao, freedom fighter in the form of Press clippings numbering 
about 30 have been acquired. This collection relates to the bomb attack 
on the Nizam o f Hyderabad in the year 1947. Further Swathantra 
monthh' Journal (English) edited by Khafa Subba Rao for the period from 
1946 (o 1956 has been given to th s Department by Sri P. Vamana Rao, 
Journalist, for microfilming. The private collection of the late Dr. Burgula 
Rama Krishna Rao, Ex-Chief Minister of Hyderabad State in the form 
of correspondence and documents relating to the development of literature 
(Urdu, Persian, Telugu), and opening of Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan Regional 
BrarcJi at Hyderabad is another Private collection. Printed books number¬ 
ing 102 have been donated by Prof. Sarojini Regard, Retired Professor in 



85 


History. Osmania University. These relate to History of Ind'a in parti¬ 
cular. 216 printed books on different subjects donated by Ex-Zamindar 
of Buchireddy Palem of Nellore District, Sri Dodla Murali Krishna Reddy 
have been acquired and preserved in Andhra Pradesh State Archives. 
These books relate to different subjects like history, economic, geography, 
earth science, literature, plant history etc. These are ranging from 
1902—1947. 

Preservation of microfilm copies is also a part of Archives functions. 
Recently 25 rolls of microfilm have been made of rare English and Telugu 
books and Periodicals available at Tanjore Maharaja Sarfoji’s Saraswathi 
Mahal Library, Tanjore. These records ranging from 1886—1966 (Telugu) 
and 1794—1952 (English) relate to Bobbili History, Mahabharata, Andhra 
Pradesh History, Kinnera, Telugu monthly Journal, Old Telugu literature, 
Nayakas of Tanjore, History of Kanchi Pallavas, English Literature and 
Constitutional History of India etc. 27 rolls of negative microfilms have 
also been prepared of Andhra Patrika daily, from 1841—1948. 6 rolls of 
microfilm of ‘Siasat’ Urdu daily, from 1951—1954 have been prepared. 
Mughal Records of Aurangazeb’s re : gn from 1st regnal year to VI regnal 
year (1658 to 1663 A.D.) were microfilmed in 35 rolls. Collection of 
Master C.V.V. of Kumbakonam on Yoga available in the form of Palm 
Leaves and Paper Manuscripts have been microfilmed in ten rolls; 
'Swalhantra' monthly magazine (English), edited by Khasa Subba Rao from 
1946 to 1956 are being microfilmed and it will be completed very shortly. 
Recently this Department has acquired 41 microfilm copies of the News 
paper files (1) Bande Mataram 1920—1926, (2) Indian Opinion 1903— 
1914, (3) Nizam Vizay 1921—1939 from Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library, New Delhi. 






HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE AND CONTENTS OF THE RECENT 
ACCESSION BY BOMBAY ARCHIVES 

During the year 1994-95 Bombay Archives has acquired following 

two collections. 

(l! Senapati Bapat Collection-acquired from Vamanrao Pandurang 

Bapat, son of Senapati Bapat (on 8th November, 1994). 

(2) Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s papers acquired from Officer on 
Special Duty, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Source Material Publication Com¬ 
mittee. Maharashtra State, Bombay (on 10th February, 1995). 

Out of these records some of the documents are published but the 
remaining documents which are not still published are also historically 
important. These records are found to be interesting and deserve to be 
well preserved. The contents of these collections are as follows : 

SENAPATI BAPAT COLLECTION 

Senapati Bapat, one-time revolutionary, Satyagrah leader and Political 
preacher always found a cause to stir him to action. He always choose a 
just cause and fought against all injustice. He was born on 12th Novem¬ 
ber, 1880 and died on 27th November, 1967. 

Senapati Bapat Collection includes the manuscripts files, various kinds 
of books, paper cuttings, personal letters, diaries, cprrespondence from 
various leaders, Committees and relatives. Some of the important papers 
in this collection are as follows: Quit India Movement, one year’s 
imprisonment in Hyderabad, Satyagraha Week Celebration in Political 
activities by S. K. Patil, Morarji Desai, Meherally, Kunte, Mudholkar, 
Ashok Mehta and Jivaraj Mehta, invitation by G. G. Adhikari, Sawarkar 
Satkar Samittee, Pune, on account of the honours of Barrister Vinayak 
Damodar Sawarkar, transfer of P. M. Balpat from C. P. Berar Jail to 
Bombay Presidency Jail, fasting with three members of Maharashtra 
Ekikaran Samittee before the bungalow of Chief Minister; meeting of 5000 
persons on Kamgar Maidan, request to write introduction for the magazine 
“Sane Guruji Smruti Visheshank”, invitation by Madhu Dandvate, 
Secretary, Sayukta Maharashtra Samittee to attend the Working Committee 
Meeting, Goa Satyagraha. National Flags of India and China, appoint* 
ment as President cf Bom-bay State Famine Relief Committee, Mayor 
Bombay Municipality and other members hearty congratulation on account 
of Senapati’s various works in political activities. 

In this collection there are also various letters which arc received by 
the relatives, friends, wellwishers of Senapati Bapat and by the various 
Committees. This collection also contains several letters from Ministers, 
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Bombay Municipal Corporation, various Committees, Mahila Mandal and 
newspaper cuttings after the death of Senapati Bapat due to his valuable 
work for the nation. 

This collection also contains various books e.g. All India Kisansabha 
Constitution, Forward Block Constitution tor Administration, Programme of 
Post War Revolution, "Gira the Supreme” Aryan Constitution, Communism 
in Great Britain, Government and Revolution, Indian Culture Wasudeo 
Balwant Phadkc, Religious books, Swami Vivekanand, Vir Wamanrao 
Joshi, Mulshi Satyagraha, Constitution of Indian National Congress, Pink 
City of India—See Gujarat, Inside Maharashtra—A Pictorial Guide 
to Aurangabad, Daulatabad, Ellora & Ajanta, Stamp Book Map of 
Mahabaleshwar, Topographic Map of Mahabaleshwar, Sanskrit Composi¬ 
tion, History c, British, History of England. 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Papers 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s collection contains the following papers : 

The Hindu Social order, symbols of Hinduism, riddles of Rama and 
Krishna, Essay on castes, the riddle of the women (why did Brahmin 
degrade the Indian Women), riddles of the Shudra, Dr. Ambedkar’s resig¬ 
nation dated the 10th October, 1951, Philosophy of Hinduism, Pali and 
some Hindi notes Brahmin Vrs. Kshatriyas, film on Hindu Caste System, 
Revolution and Counter Revolution in ancient India, Essay on Bbagwad 
Gita, file containing Ancient Regime and the state of Aryan Society, typed 
copy of Dr. Ambedkar’s speech for B.B.C., Buddha or Karl Marx, notes 
on Civil and Criminal Procedure Code, miscellaneous notes on American, 
Hist Dr}', Scheme of Revolution and Counter Revolution, Away from the 
Hindus—A warning to the untouchables, statement by Dr. Ambedkur 
in Parliament notes on Hindu Law, personal correspondence, notes 
on Polygamy, notes on Linguistic States, note on “Free India's 
Parliament” by John Fitzerakl, Radio Broadcast papers, notes on 
Madbvamic School. Notes on Buddha and His Dhamma, Essays 
by Dr. Ambedkar on Hindu literature, Buddha and his Gospel, 
The teaching of the Buddha, Dialogue of Buddha, Lecture on 
Indian Constitution, notes on Saint Namdeo and some Abhang, 
Dr. Ambedkar’s speech in Constituent Assembly on 25th November, 
1949 printed Book. The Buddha and His Gospel by Dr. Ambedkar typed 
copies of “Unpublished Light of the World by P. L. Narsee (12 books), 
twelve note books in which Mahatma Phule’s books are copied, Origin 
of Untouchability, typed copy and handwritten material of what Congress 
and Gandhi have done to the untouchables’ Cutting of Bhagwad Gita, out¬ 
line of Mahayana Buddhism by Daisetz Teitare Suzuki, typed copy of 
book ‘Ganese’, translation of Rock edits of Ashoka. some manuscript pages 
on Indian Financial Systems, typed and Handwritten copy of “The Un¬ 
touchables Who Were They”, correspondence with Royal Institute of 
International Affairs. 



A NOTE ON THE RECENT ACCESSION OF THE RAJASTHAN 
STATE ARCHIVES, BIKANER FOR THE YEAR 1994-95 

The Rajasthan State Archives has acquired the land records of 
Alwar District, State Council records of Bharatpur, Jagir records of Khetri 
(Jaipur) news-papers and the files of District Gazetteer. These collections 
are of indigenous nature and bear the important part of the information con¬ 
cerning Rajasthan History of modem and mpdieval period. 

As regards the land records of Alwar, it was acquired from the 
Collector, Alwar and covers the period from 1900—52 A.D. The total 
bulk is about 2000 bastas containing 20,000 files/Bahis etc. These records 
provide us information regarding land settlement, corps, revenue collection 
and system of taxation of the area, which reflect the economic condition 
of that period. 

The records of Khetri Jagir of pre-independence period give us 
information not only about the illations of a Jagirdar with the ruler and 
the position of a noble in the administration State, but also the admini¬ 
strative set-up of Jagir. The record is in the shape of Bahis, Files, Tozis 
(Loose sheets), copies of Sanads, Parwanas, letters exchanged between State 
administration and Jagirdar. The records give us information about day 
to day activities and expenditure of Jagir and the family of Jagirdar also. 

The State Council of Bharatpur was an administrative as well as 
advisory body of erstwhile state of Bharatpur. The record consists of 
364 Bastas and covers the period 1900—50 A.D. 

2160 bound volumes of News-papers collected by the Public 
Relations Officer, Bikaner cover the period from 1965 to 85 A.D. and 
have the copies of daily news-papers of Rajasthan Patrika, Rashtradoot, 
Hindustan and Times of India. 

Microfilm copies of the collection of the Mandir MandaJ, Natbdwara 
(Udaipur) which cover the period from 1780 to 1890 A.D. have also 
been prepared. These reflect the Religious grant, Sanads, Parwanas, Pattas 
etc., issued by the various rulers of the country in favour of the Mahants 
(religious sect) qr the authorities of the Shri Sri Nathji Temple, Udaipur. 
The collection gives us the information about the expenditure incurred upon 
the various religious occasions like Poojas, Fairs, Festivals, Jhoolas, 
Jhankis and Royal visits. 

The files accesioned from the Gazette or Department are of recent 
period and contain information on different aspects of a district of 

Rajasthan State. 
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS OF KARNATAKA STATE ARCHIVES 

The Department of Karnataka State Archives has recently acquired 
about 18 collections of historical importance, which comprise records 
relating to freedom fighters, temples, princely families, philanthropies etc. 

Among the collections, the records of the Channakeshvase temples of 
Sulya in D. K. District belonging to the later part of 19th Century (1884), 
throw light on the Socio-economic aspect of the region. Likewise two 
books (published in 1988) collected from late Dr. P. Gururaja Bhat, 
Udupi, S. K. District, also give information on the administration of 
Manjunatba Temple & Bramhakalasotsava, 

Two books received from Sir Murugarajendra Mutt, Chitradurga 
(published in 1991), enlighten on Socio-religious activities of the Mutt 
and also relating to philanthropic aspects. 

Among the records pertaining to freedom movement in Mysore, men¬ 
tion may be made of lew reports on a Satyagraha movement in Shimoga 
District particularly the Issur tragedy, and details about freedom activities 
in Shimoga District. 

The collections of Dr. Deenabandhu Hallikere-Gudllappa, from Hubli, 
cons'sf of d aries and correspondence letters throwing light on the activities 
of freedom fighters of New Mysore State. The collection of late D. Deva- 
raja Urs, former Chief Minister of Karnataka of the year 1979, has some 
records relating to the activities of Congress Party and State affairs and 
other private correspondence. These records have been collected from 
Sri S. M. Venkatesh of Bangalore. 

Sri Mallanna Gowda, Changappa, freedom fighter, Gonikoppal, in 
Kodagu District, has given five documents belonging to the year 1965 
relating to the activities of a few freedom fighters of the erstwhile Coorg 
State. 

A book (published in 1991) collected from J. Lingaiah, Ex-Mayor, 
Bangalore City Corporation pertaining to activities of Sri K. T. Bhashyam, 
a minister in the first ministry of erstwhile Mysore State during the freedom 
movement. 

Sri Khadi Shankarappa, freedom fighter has given 14 files (fourteen), 
one book, twe articles and other pamphlets covering the chronological 
range 1942—1972, wh’ch relate to freedom activities. Sri T. S. Raja- 
gopala Iyengar of Mysore, a freedom fighter, has provided eight photo¬ 
graphs (1935—52) of the erstwhile “Mysore Royal family”. He is also 
in one of the photographs and he is seen with the last Maharaja of Mysore 
Sri Jfayachamarajendra Wodeyar (he served as a tutor to the Maharaja of 
Mysore). 
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Four books, 38 pamphlets and manuscripts belonging to the chrono¬ 
logical range of 1866—1908 collected from Raja Achuthadevaraya of 
Anegundi House Hpspet, in Bellary District relates to the princely family 
of Anegundi. These records throw light on the historical aspects of the 
Royal family. 

Eight microfilm rolls collected from the British Museum and India 
Office Library, London, by Prof. B. Sheik Ali, retired Vice-Chancellor of 
Goa and Mangalore Universities, have been donated to the Department 
of Archives for research purposes. These Microfilm rolls comprise records 
on Tipu Sultan and serve as valuable sourcje material for the study of 
Mysore. 

The collection of Abdul Janab Syed Ahmed, an Advocate of Banga¬ 
lore, comprises of Report of Karnataka Urdu Academy (1981—1984) and 
records relating to Urdu Literary activities in Karnataka. 

The documents of Mandya Talnk office and Deputy Commissioner’s 
office relate to the Mysore Pradesh Farmer Union activities, Committee 
reports, Memorandum etc., whose chronological range is from 1936— 
1977. 

Eight books belonging to the period from 1903 to 1922 have been 
collected from Deputy Commissioners of the Chitradurga District. Some 
of these books belong to Sigavi Taluk Office, Dharwad District, and also 
Mandya Taluk and Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Chitradurga, Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office, Shimoga, Deputy Commissioner Office’s and 
Tamilnadu Archives etc. 

The Sigavi Taluk Office collections are in the form of Government 
proceedings, and admin'strative report relating to princely State of Savanur. 
These records relate to the period 1946-1947. A book relating to Mysore 
tribes and castes Volume 2 is also included. 

One book published in 1992 containing information about biographical 
sketches of the freedom fighters of Shimoga District has been acquired 

from Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Shimoga. 

Among the Governmental records, a huge collection of records have 
been collected from the Tamilnadu Archives, Madras. These records com¬ 
prise forty bundles containing 3,271 documents relating to Madras Presi¬ 
dency Records. 

The details furnished in the 18 collections recently acquired by the 
Department of State Archives serve as valuable source materials enlighten¬ 
ing on the socio-religious, political, economic and administrative aspects of 
Mysore State and will be useful in writing the biographical sketches of the 
eminent personalities who have figured in the activities of National Move¬ 
ment in erstwhile Mysore, Shimoga, Coorg, Hubli, Dharwad and other 
regions of the present State of Karnataka. 



B. MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC SESSION 

The Academic Session was held on 3rd December, 1995, under the 
auspices of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta. It was inaugurated by Shri 
B. P. Singh, Secretary, Department of Culture and Chairman, Standing 
Committee of Indian Historical Records Commission and proceedings were 
held under the Chairmanship of Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi. 

At the outset Mohd. Khairul Anam presented his paper entitled 
‘Politics through Social Organisation : The Saga of Sargachhi Ramkrishna 
Mission in the National Movement’. Congratulating him for his paper, 
the Chairman said that it threw light on one of the most important aspects 
of the freedom movement in Bengal. Referring to the I'hana Reports, 
Dr. L, M. Roychoudhury was of the view that these reports were hardly 
available at the Police Stations as most of them were destroyed or kept in 
very unfriendly and undesirable storage conditions. He also felt that the 
association of Sister Nivedita with the Mission could have been reflected in 
the paper. 

Shri Tara Sharma Sinha desired to know if the author had come across 
any material linking the activities of the Sargachhi Ramkrishna Mission 
with revolutionaries of Bihar and also enquired about the activities of Shri. 
Nalini Bagchi. Appreciating the paper, Prof. S. R. Mehrotra enquired 
whether the author has compiled details of life like dates of birth and death 
and about background of Swami Akhandanand. He further wanted to know 
whether the involvement of Swami Akhandanand with revolutionaries was 
the outcome of his personal conviction or it reflected the Mission’s involve¬ 
ment in such activities as well. He also wondered whether the Swami had 
any links with Diserali. Responding to the various points raised by the 
member, the author admitted that Thana Reports were not easily available 
since these were scattered all over the District/State. He also added that 
he had come across a lot of files in th,e State Archives of West Bengal 
relating to the activities of Nalini Bagchi but had not been able to esta¬ 
blish a direct link between the revolutionaries in Bihar and the Sargachhi 
Ramkrishna Mission. He agreed upon the need for compiling a detailed 
biography of Swami Akhandanand. 

The next paper entitled ‘Scientific papers in the Dawn Magazine : 
1897—1913, was presented by Prof. Chittabrata Palit. Complimenting his 
effort. Prof. Mehrotra emphasised upon the need to publicise such collec¬ 
tions of records for thp benefit of scholars. On the preservation aspect, 
he emphasized the need for the involvement of the non-governmental 
organisations also since the Government agency alone is not capable to 
cop |3 up with the huge problem. Dr. L. M. Roychoudhury offered the 
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help and assistance of the State Archives in the maintenance of the collec¬ 
tion. The Secretary of the Commission and Director General of Archives, 
Government of India, Shri S. Sarkar apprised the members about the 
National Guide Project and in this connection he referred to the publica¬ 
tion of Volume 3.6 which was a directory on the holdings of custodial 
institutions. He added that the holdings of the National Council of Edu¬ 
cation referred to in the paper had bc|:n included in the Volume. 

Dr. S. Sengupta, Officer on Special Duty, National Archives of India, 
then presented his paper entitled ‘K. M. Cariappa: Field Marshal in 
Uniform and Mufti’. Commenting upon the extrovert and bold character 
of Cariappa as presented by the author in his paper, Dr. R. Muniswamy 
referred to the Cariappa collection available in the Karnataka State 
Archives and added that these papers portraying him as a very disturbed 
person, threw every different light on his character. Dr. Sengupta respond¬ 
ed that Dr. Muniswamy might have been referring to his marital life but 
added that he had not come across any material in the National Archives 
of India in this behalf. The Chairman intervened and informed that the 
present papier was based only on the collection housed in the National 
Archives of India. 

In the absence of the authors thp following papers were taken as 
read: 

1. The Eastern Morung : A Disputed Territory in Anglo-Nepalese 
Relations (1770—1851)—Tapash K. Roychoudhury. 

2. Portuguese Chaul after 1600 A.D.—L. B. Kenny. 

3. The Riang Unrest in Tripura T Some Important Documents— 
Mahadev Chakravarti. 

4. Two Imperial Farmans: Some New Light on Aurangzeb’s 
Character—G. T. Kulkarni. 

5. The Letters of Tipu Sultan in the Archives of the Sringeri 
Matha—A. K. Shastry. 

6. Paper on Recent Accessions in Andhra Pradesh State Archives 
and Research Institute, Tarnaka, Hyderabad. 

7. Historical Importance and contents of the Recent Accessions by 
Bombay Archives. 

8. A Not: on the Recent Accessions of the Rajasthan State Archives, 
Bikaner for the year 1994-95. 

9. Recent Acquisitions of Karnataka State Archives 
The Meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 



IV. APPENDICES 
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APPENDIX I 


Programme of the 55th Session of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission 2-3 December, 1995 
at Jadavpur University 

1 Dec, 1995 

Registration of Members.6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

Dinner.8.00 p.m. to 9,00 p. m. 

2 Dec. 1995 

Breakfast.8.00 a.m. 

Registration of Members.9.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 

Group Photograph.10.30 a.m, to 10.45 a.m. 


A. Inaugural Session 


1. Opening Song by Students of the Dept, of History, . 11.00 a.m. to 11.05 a.m. 

J. U. 

2. Welcome Address by Professor S.C. Som, Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor Jadavpur University.11.05 a.m. to 11.10 a.m. 


3. Inaugural Address by Shri Benoy Krishna Chowdhury 
Hon’ble Minister, Land and Land Reforms, Govt, of 

West Bengal.11.10 a.m. to 11.25 a.m# 

4. Secretary's Report by Sri Sukumar Sarkar, Secretary, 

Indian Historical Records Commission and Director- 

General of Archives National Archives of India . 11.25 a.m. to 11.35 a.m. 

5. Presidential Address by Shri Madhavrao Scindia, 

Union Minister of Human Resource Development 
(Delivered by Shri B. P. Singh, Secretary to the 
Government of India, Department of Culture, 

New Delhi) ....... 11.35 a.m. to 11.50 a.m 

6. Address by Professor Satyasadhan Chakraborty Hon- 
ble Minister, Higher Education, Government to West 

Bengal.11.50 p.m. to. 12.05 a.m. 

7. Vote of thanks on behalf of Jadavpur University, 

by Dr. Anuradha Chanda, Local Secretary . 12.05 p.m. to 12.10 p.m. 


8. Inauguration of Exhibition by Professor Satyasadhan 
Chakraborty Hon’ble Minister, Higher Education, Go¬ 
vernment of West Bengal ..... 12.10 p.m. to 12.30 p.m. 


B. Vice-Chancellor’s Tea for the Members of the Commi¬ 
ssion . 

C. Business Meeting. 


12.30 p.m. to 12.45 p.m. 
12.45 p. m. to 1.30 p.m* 


D. Lunch 

E. Business Meeting (Contd.) 

F. Tea . 

G. Business Meeting (Contd.) 


. 1.30 to p.m. 2.15 p.m. 

. 2.30 p. m. to 3.00 p.m, 
3.00 p.m. to 3.15 p.m. 

, 3.30 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
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H. Cultural Programme, “Cultural Heritage of India”, pre¬ 
sented by Dance Department, Rabindra Bharati Uni¬ 
versity .6.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 


I. 

3. 

Dinner ..... 

Dec. 1995 

• 

* 

. 8,30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 

A. 

Breakfast. 


. 

. 8.00 a.m. 

B. 

Business Meeting (Contd.) . 


. 

, 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. 

C. 

Academic Session 


. 

. 10,00 a.m. to 11.15 a.m. 

D. 

Tea. 


. 

. 11.15 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 

E. 

Academic Session (contd.) . 


. 

* 11.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. 

F. 

Lunch. 


. 

. 1.30 to p.m. 2.30 p.m. 

G. 

Visit to Victoria Memorial 

• « 

• 

. 4.30 p.m. 

H. 

Reception by Mayor, Calcutta Corporation . 

• 

. 5.30 p.m. 

L 

Dinner .... 

. 

« 

, 8.30 p.m. 
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Welcome Address by Professor S. C. Som, Vice-Chancellor, .Tadavpur 

Uaiversity 

Hon’ble Minuter of Land and Land Reforms, Shri Benoy Krishna 
Chowdhuri, Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education, Professor Satyasadhan 
Chakraborty, Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of India, Shri 
B.P. Singh, Director-General of National Archives, Shri S. Sarkar. Local 
Secretary Dr. Anuradha Chanda, ladies and gentleman. 

It is a 'great honour and privilege to extend to you all, on behalf of 
Jadavpur University, a cordial welcome to the 55th Session of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission. This is not the first time that we have had 
the honour of hosting a session of the Commission, since way back in 
1967 the 38th Session of the Commission was held here. 

The importance of such a concourse of historians can be hardly 
exaggerated. Lest one think that in a predominantly technological age, 
historians engage in an irrelevant exercise, let it be remembered that a 
nation without history is as much an object of pity as an individual 
without memory, for they are both equally bereft of identity. The history 
of nation is a sine qua non of its existence, and in this light the importance 
of the contribution of the Indian Historical Records Commission to the 
restoration and preservation of our historical records stands second to 
none’s. 

Since its inception in 1919, the Commission has been ever on the 
alert to retrieve, preserve, and publish historical records. It has brought 
to light many new sources of information, especially collections of docu¬ 
ments, carefully preserved them, and made them accessible to scholars. 
This quite specialized job of the Commission has been instrumental in 
generating a wide historical awareness in India today. There is however no 
room for complacency. Much remains to be done, especially in unearthing 
and organizing private records in both individual and institutional cuostody. 
Also the current time limits to the accessibility of archival materials of 
different categories require a desirable relation. If the functional interrela¬ 
tion of historical records, keepers of records, and scholars—an avowed 
object of the Commission is not to remain a pious wish the limitations 
to accessibility need a fresh look, for to deny access to information is 
the surest wav to disinformation. 

Bengal has been the home of many great minds, some of whom 
like Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Ramcsh Chandra Dutta, and 
Rabindranath Tagore, along with such famous historians as Jadunath 
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Sarkar, Rakhaldas Bandyopadhyay, Surendra Nath Sen and Ramesh 
Chandra Mujumdar, have vitally contributed to the growth of a 
sense of history among the people of Bengal. This healthy trend has been 
ably supported by the West Bengal State Archives which has the unique 
distinction of holding the original proceedings of the East India Company 
in a number of its Departments till the time of Lord Dalhousie. The 
conjoint effect of all this in the public life of West Bengal can be hardly 
missed, since this State can be legitimately proud of a large number of 
professional historians engaged in serious researches and of numerous 
historical associations actively popularizing history among the people. 

I sincerely hope that the present session of the Commission would be 
a fruitful one, and that the deliberations off scholars and officials 
assembled here would materially enhance and encourage historiography in 
today’s India. Once again I extend to you all a most heartly welcome. 
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Inaugural Speech of Shri Benoy Krishna Chowdhury, Hon'ble Minister in 
charge Land and Land Reforms, Government of West Bengal 

President, Indian Historical Records Commission and distinguished 
friends. 

It is indeed a proud previlege, that this University associated with the 
birth of National'sm under the auspices of National Council of Education 
is hosting the 55th Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 
At the out-set I would like to express my deep gratitude for inviting me 
to be associated with you on this great occasion. 

The Indian Historical Records Commission was set up by the Govern¬ 
ment of India in 1919 as a consulting body, whose opinion would carry 
weight with the public and which would make enquiries and recommenda¬ 
tions regarding (i) treatment of archives for historical study (ii) die scale 
and plan on which the cataloguing, the calendaring and reprinting of 
each class of documents should be undertaken, (iii) the sums required 
for encouraging research among scolars and publication of records, (iv) 
selection of competent scholars for editing documents, and (v) the 
problems of public access to records (Department of Education Resolution 
No. 77 dated 21, March 1919). With a view to promoting active co-opera- 
iton of the various State Governments in India as also the universities and 
learned institutions in the country in the activities of the Commission, the 
Government of India by their Department of Education, Health and Lands 
Resolution No. F. 92-9/40-E, dated 10 September. 1941, took steps to 
reform the constitution of the Commission providing for the inclusion in it 
of nominees of the various State Governments in India as also those of 
the Universities and learned' societies. 

The Commission has since its inception held fifty four Sessions and 
has contributed significantly to the growth of public interest in the 
conservation and use of archives. The Government of India do recognise 
that it was through the initiative of the Commission and its different 
Committees that many new sources of information have been brought to 
light and saved for posterity many collections of documents have been 
published and made accessible to scholars, facilities for the use of records 
have been materially enhanced and a new conscience has been aroused in 
the public mind in respect of the sanctity of historical evidence. While we 
all note with deep appreciation these and other achievements of the 
Commission. We also do feel at the same time that much work still 
remains to be done and that a host of important problems are still await¬ 
ing to be attacked. Many record collections are still without any guides 
or hand-book let alone comprehensive descriptive lists, and very few 
repositories, public, or private, have yet developed a well-articulated 
programme of documents-publication. Most of the collections still continue 
to be housed in primitive conditions and are subjected to the revages of 
insects, pests, moulds and other destructive agents. Very little systematic 
effort has been made to survey, describe, organise or make use of records 
in private custody, and particularly, those of institutional, religious or 
commercial institutions. Lack of trained archivists continues seriously to 
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imnaecfe the archival work in the country and the training facilities 
available in the National Archives have hardly stimulated an adequate 
response among the owners of archival holdings. We believe that these 
constitute very serious lecunae in the academic life of the nation and that 
greater and more whole-hearted cooperation between keepers of Records 
and historical materials on the one hand and their users on the other is 
the only means by which these deficiencies could be removed. This is the 
fourth time that a session of the Records Comm ; ss : on is being held in 
Calcutta. In 1967 the 38th session was held at Jadavpur University. 

In this 55 th session I want to draw your attention to the following 
matters : 

I. State Government records need to be maintained meticulously. 
In our State very valuable source materials can be had at Board 
of Revenue and Home Police Department/INA Military 
Intelligence. 

II. While Government records are important, one must pay attention 
to other kinds of records. A significant source of historical 
information are the private papers. The private papers of the 
erstwhile Indian states are not always easily available to a 
scholar and as a consequence anyone working on the history of 
these states are inconvenienced. So we should make arrangement 
to collect them and process them. 

HI. The records of the Corporation and Municipalities are invaluable 
sources for writing urban history. These records need- to be 
systematically preserved and, if possible, may be centrally housed 
at the State Archives. 

IV. Likewise, the records of the High Courts or District Courts and 
those of the Legislative Assembly ought to be preserved 
systematically. It is also imperative that wc plan for the future 
and pay attention to the records of our institutions like the 
Tanchayats*. It is sad that many old educational institutions, 
which possess a wealth of records as for example Srirampur 
college have failed to properly preserve or utilise them. It is 
essential to organise these records, catalogue them properly and 
make them available to the scholars. 

The members of the Records Commission may deliberate on these 
lines and do something positive at its 55th session. 

At the end I want to draw your attention to the fact that the most 
important task of Historical Studies is to draw proper lesson for the present 
and future generation. This would require a proper sense of perspective 
and a comprehensive view of history encompassing basic econonrc 
structure, cultural background and the direction of the course of history. 
After all, we want to usher in a new and higher civilisation where men ran 
enjoy a better life. 

With these few words, I thank you all. 




Shri S. Sarkar, 
Secretary , 1HRC 






APPENDIX IV 

Secretary’s Report by Shri S. Sarkar 

Hon’ble Minister Land and Land Reforms, Government of West Bengal, 
Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education, Government of West Bengal, 
Chairman Standing Committee of Indian Historical Records Commission, 
Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur University, Members of the Co mmis sion and 
distinguished guests. 

It is my great pleasure and privilege in welcoming this distinguished 
assembly of scholars, administrators and archivists to the 55th Session of 
the Indian Historical Records Commission being hosted by Jadavpur 
University, Calcutta. We are meeting after a gap of a little over 3 years 
and I can imagine the anxiety of Members at this long interval, but I may 
assure you that this was purely due to reasons beyond our control. Ever- 
since our last meeting at Rohtak in April 1992 we had been in touch 
with various agencies for hosting the Session and are grateful to Jadavpur 
University for having agreed to host this Session. 

The last three years have witnessed a number of developments in the 
field of archives all over the country and in the report to follow, I shall 
attempt to highlight the salient features of these developments which 
represent an eiTort made to accelerate the pace of progress in the field of 
Archives Administration and Records Management for the benefit ot 
users, the historians as well as the administrators. With your permission, 
l would like to present my report. 

Budget: Budget allocations for a Department reflect the concern of 
the authorities towards it and Archives is no exception. The Departments 
of Archives both at the Centre and in the States suffered a lot due to 
paucity of funds. However, the last decade or so, has witnessed a gradual 
increase in the allocation of funds for development of archives, which 
reflects the growing concern of the administration towards the proper 
management and conservation of our priceless heritage. To quote a few 
figures, the budget of National Archives of India which was Rs. 335.00 
lakhs during 1989-90 went up to Rs. 376.75 lakhs the following year and 
in 1991-92 it went up further to Rs. 392.06 lakhs, and dining 1994-95, 
the budget allocation of the Department went up even higher to Rs. 408.00 
lakhs. Even the States have shown an encouraging trend in this direction. 
The allocation of Assam State Archives which was Rs. 10.00 lakhs in 
1991-92 went up to Rs. 14.00 lakhs during 1993-94, Punjab which 
received an allocation of Rs. 29.65 lakhs in 1992-93 received Rs. 139.81 
lakhs during 1994-95. Similarly, Manipur State Archives which had 
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received Rs. 6.72 lakhs during 1990-91 was allocated Rs. 12.38 lakhs 
during 1993-94, while the allocation of West Bengal State Archives went 
up from Rs. 217.00 lakhs during 1992-93 to Rs. 235.00 lakhs during 
1993-94 and Rs 291.41 lakhs during 1994-95. 

This trend is certainly very encouraging. I would therefore urge 
upon my colleagues to formulate such schemes for archival development 
which can be conveniently implemented without having to surrender plan 
funds. I can assure members that the National Archives of India shall 
continue to support the plan proposals of State Archives at meeting of the 
Planning Commission. 

States of Archives: Time and again the Commission has stressed upon 
the need for granting independent status to the Archives Departments in 
their functioning so as to ensure their integrity and identity in the 
administrative hierarchy. Over the years, many States have taken steps 
to gram a good degree of autonomy to their Archives Departments and 
have also designated the Head of the Archives as Director. However, 
some State Archives like Orissa, Manipur, Sikkim, Mizoram are still being 
run by Deputy Diiectors/Superintendents etc. and Tripura is yet to have 
its Archives. I hope the respective Governments, would pay due attention 
to this aspect and adopt the practice existing in other States. At this 
juncture, 1 would like to share my anxiety over the recent move by the 
Government of Madhya Pradesh to scale down the status of the Depart¬ 
ment of Archives and merge it with the Directorate of Archaeology and 
Museum. Madhya Pradesh being so rich in Archival heritage, this is no 
doubt an unhealthy development and needs to be taken up at the highest 
level. We hope that the State Government would reconsider its decision 
and grant status-quo to the Archives Department which was earlier 
functioning independently. 

Building: You are well aware that Archival buildings are a basic 
requirement for launching an archival programme for conservation and 
administration of records. Thanks to the persistent demands of the Com¬ 
mission, many State Archives have their own buildings. Some States like 
Bihar, Delhi, Punjab, Manipur, West Bengal have also recently constructed 
or are in process of constructing functional buildings for their Archives 
Departments. Unfortunately some State Archives like Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Jammu & Kashmir, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim are 
yet to take concrete steps for construction of separate buildings. In fact 
Haryana State Archives which was functioning from a rented accomoda¬ 
tion was recently embroiled in an unfortunate dispute over the building 
which it was occupying and had to shift to its new premises at Panchkula, 
since its own building has not yet come up at Robtak where land has been 
alloted for the purpose. State Governments wou’d do well to consider 
this aspect very seriously since this involves the preservation of millions 
of invaluable documents constituting our documentary heritage. Top 
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priority therefore must be accorded to the construction of functional 
buildings tor Archives. Coming to the National Archives of India, shift¬ 
ing of Departmental Library to the Annexe building has been completed. 
Accessioning of records from various Ministries/Departments has also 
been taken up. Members will also be happy to learn that the functional 
building of National Archives of India Records Centre at Pondicherry 
has been completed recently and made operational for housing Govern¬ 
ment of India records of permanent nature and private papers of eminent 
personalities available in Southern Zone. The functional building for 
Western Zone Records Centre at Jaipur, Rajasthan is meanwhile nearing 
completion. 

Records Management: Members will agree that economy is the 
watchword of any Government and records reflect its functioning. Unfor¬ 
tunately we are caught in a technological revolution which is resulting in 
mass proliferation of records on all kinds of media i.e. paper, tape, film , 
cassetes, optical disc, etc. and archivists all over the world are constantly 
trying to invent new methods and techniques for controlling this bulk of 
ever increasing records. It is, therefore, imperative that we give serious 
thought to solve this vexed problem. The National Archives on its part 
has always been alive to this problem and like previous occasions given 
due attention to this aspect. During the period 1991—95, officers of the 
Department were able to complete the appraisal of 3,26,158 files of 
various Ministries/Departments of Government of India. Of these 
approximately 65% records were recommended for retention. Among the 
Offices covered mention may be made of the Ministries of Home Affairs, 
External Affairs, Food, Law, Justice and Company Affairs, Steel, Railway 
Board, Cabinet Secretariat, Office of the Surveyor General of India etc. 
As a result of this effort, the Department was able to effect a saving of 
approximately Rs. 92,000.00 per annum and 458 meters of shelf space. 

To supplement the work of appraisal, due attention was as well given 
to vetting and scrutiny of retention schedules for records of various 
Ministries/Departments and daring the period 1992—94 the Department 
was able to finalise retention schedules of records in respect of 66 Minist¬ 
ries/Departments. Among these Offices were Ministry of Defence, Mini¬ 
stry of Parliamentary Affairs, Department cf Culture, Department of 
Education, Director-General of Central Reserve Police Force, Office of 
the Zonal Council Secretariat, All India Radio, Films Division Bombay, 
etc. At the same time, the Department continued to maintain close liaison 
with Ministries and Departments and carried out inspection of record 
rooms of a number of Offices with a view to tendering on the spot advice 
for proper management of their records. Among such Offices, mention 
may be made of Ministries of Home Affairs, External Affairs. Defence, 
Labour, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Department of Economic Affairs, 
Expenditure, and Directorate General of Supplies and Disposals. 
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You would be happy to learn that the much awaited legislation on 
Public Records which the Commission had been advocating for a very 
long time was passed by Parliament on 21 December, 1993 and has 
become operative with effect from 1 March, 1995. I have every hope 
that this Act would give us much more teeth in enabling us to fulfill our 
responsibility towards management and conservation of our heritage. 

Coming to the Spates, Bihar State Archives appraised records of the 
Department of Industries, Munger and Sahibganj Collectorate and Bihar 
Survey Office. In Gujarat appraisal of Residency Office Records Baroda, 
Treasury Department Navanagar, Revenue Department Rajkot, Collectorate 
Offices Baroda and Surat and Porbandar State Giras records was in 
progress. Kerala State Archives completed the appraisal of records of 
Huzur Secretariat, District Court Tellicherry, P.W.D. Secretariat Records, 
Revenue Department Jamabandi Records, Survey Records etc. In 
Rajasthan, Bikaner State Police Records, Udaipur Janglat Records, Alwar 
Janglai Records were appraised while Delhi Archives continued the 
appraisal of the Secretariat records and records of the Directorate of 
Vigilance. 

Reference Media: Compilation of reference media continued to make 
steady progress both in the National Archives of India as well as in the 
State Archives. In the National Archives, Records of Rewakantha 
Agency, Gujarat State Agency, Central India Agency and DGHS/DGIMS 
were subject listed. Besides check lists of Private Papers of P. D. Tandon, 
K. M. Cariappa, Sardar Patel, Dadabhai Naoroji, Jairamdas Daulat Ram, 
Lala Murlidhar, C. F. Andrews and C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar were prepared 
and the work on subject listing of the papers of S. S. Rawat, S. C. Bose, 
Rabindranath Tagore, K. M. Munshi, B. N. Pandey, S. S. Bhatnagar and 
Khan Bahadur Ahmed Bakhsh made steady progress. The Oriental 
Records Division completed descriptive docketing of 26,318 documents of 
Inayat Jang Collection, while work on Descriptive Listing of Mutiny 
papers, Persian correspondence. Acquired Documents, made good progress. 

The State Archives of Andhra Pradesh have arranged records of 
Home Department, Hyderabad Government, Education Department, 
Godavari District records and Retained Disposal files, of Nellore Collecto¬ 
rate, while compilation of Catalogue of Mughal documents pertaining to 
the reign of Aurangzeb was continued. Goa Archives transcribed infor¬ 
mation from various codices of ‘Moncoes-de-reino’, ‘Livro-de-eazes’, 
‘Estrangeiros’, ‘Floral-de-Salcete’ etc. and translated Portuguese documents 
available with them for publication in the Departmental journal. Haryana 
State Archives continued work on descriptive listing of Ambala Division 
records and Press Listing of the following records series of Delhi Division: 
Military Department, Education Department, Political Department, Revenue 
Department, Judicial Department. Karnataka State Archives compiled 
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lists of the ‘Astagroraa' Divisional records and records of Office of Mysore 
Commissioner (Irrigation), while Himachal Pradesh Archives prepared 
lists of Foreign Political Department records. Mizoram prepared indexes 
to records of the Political Department and Rajasthan State Archives 
compiled Descriptive Lists of Persian documents of Maharaja Man Singh, 
Jaipur Portfolio files and old Secretariat records of Shahpur and Kishan- 
gunj. 

Publication: A number of useful publications have been brought out 
during the period under report both by the National Archives of India as 
well as the State Archives. The National Archives brought out Volumes 
T^TCXVII, XXXVIII, XXXIX, XL of The Indian Archives, Annual 
Reports for the years 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, Volume 17 of National 
Register of Private Records, Volumes XV and XVI of Bulletin of 
Research. These and Dissertations, Catalogue of Revenue Maps, Volume 
II (parts 1, 2, 3) and Volume III. Work on the Guide to Records in 
National Archives of India was also completed with the Publication of 
Volumes X and XI in the series. Apart from the aforesaid publications' 
which are in English, the Department also published Swatantra-Swaram a 
collection of proscribed Telegu poems in the mstody of the Department, 
Khutut-i-Azad letters of Maulana Azad, Descriptive List of Persian 
Correspondence 1803, Volume III, Descriptive List of Mutiny papers in 
National Archives of India, Bhopal Volume VI, Descriptive List of 
Acquired Documents Volume IV, and Ashob Volume I, a collection of 
proscribed Urdu poems which were acquired on microfilm from the Tndiq 
Office Library and Records, London. 

Coming to the UNESCO Project Guide to the Sources of Asian 
History, ihe Department brought out 2 Volumes viz. 3.2 and 3.6 contain¬ 
ing information about records of 8 Ministries available in National 
Archives of India and 200 custodial institutions in various States and 
Union Territories respectively. Volume No. 3 is in the press while work 
on the remaining 2 Volumes is making good progress and we hope to 
bring these out within a year or so. 

The States have also brought out many useful publications. The 
State Archives of Andhra Pradesh brought out Publications on Guntur 
District Inscriptions, Nellore District Kaifiyats, Prakasam District Kaifiyats 
and Mughal Documents Catalogue of Aurangzeb’s reign Volume 3. The 
Department also brought out ‘Archives and Rare Papers of Historical 
Importance—Occasional Papers’ Series No. I. Gujarat continued to bring 
out its Bi-annual journal Raj Daftar while Goa brought out the Depart¬ 
mental journal ‘Purabhilekh Puratatva’, and a Handbook entitled ‘Historical 
Archives of Goa’; Kerala State Archives published Volume 1 of Archives 
News Letter apart from two other publications ‘ Rajarshi of Cochin’ and 
‘Archives Treasury ’. In Maharashtra, a Guide to Records named Maha¬ 
rashtra Puralekhachi Margdarshika was brought out and a project for 
publishing important records series pertaining to (i) Foreign Countries, 
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(ii) Sindhu Duri documents, and (iii) Relations between British and 
Marathas was taken up. Manipur State Archives published “Manipur 
during the World War-II—Socio-economic changes and local response” and 
‘History of Manipur Police’. Tamil Nadu Archives continued to publish 
their Departmental journal ‘Avana Amudhan’ apart from taking up com¬ 
pilation work of gazettes of Pudu Kottai, Trichy, Chingleput and Kanya 
Kumari Districts. 

Accessions: Paucity of space continued to hamper the accessioning 
programme of the Department on a large scale. Nonetheless, the National 
Archives of India was able to acquire records from the President Secre¬ 
tariat, Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of Home Affairs, External Affairs, 
Railway Board and Planning Commission among others. Important 
Collections of Private Papers acquired during the period included those of 
Late Prime Minister Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri, Shri E. S. Reddy, 
Shri S. P. Shaque, Shri S. C. Bose, Rana Jung Bahadur and others. As 
part of the programme for acquisition of microfilm copies of records from 
abroad, the Department was able to acquire several important series from 
various institutions. Among these mention may be made of Mountbatten 
Papers, War Staff files, Gandhi Papers, Transfer of Power Papers, Panda 
records etc. 

Assam State Archives acquired records of the Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat as well as Public Works Department (Capital Division); Bihar 
State Archives received among others, Volumes of Gazette of India and 
Bihar Gazette, Proceedings of Meetings of Council of Ministers and 
records from Finance Department. The State Archives of Haryana acces¬ 
sioned Reports on Administration of Punjab and its Dependencies as also 
private papers of Madan Gopal, Pt. Raghuvir Dayal Shastri, Shiv Charan 
Kaushik, Kulbir Singh Mor etc; Karnataka State Archives acquired papers 
of Shri B. D. Jatti, Shri Annappa Shettier, T. K. Adinarayan Shastri, Raja 
Achutya Deveraj as well as microfilm rolls of papers of Dr. Nilambara 
Hatti. Public records acquired by Orissa State Archives covered Depart¬ 
ments of Revenue, Irrigation, General, Judicial, Land Acquisition, 
Customs, Governor’s Secretariat among others. The Department also 
acquired private papers of many individuals including Pt. Neelkanth Das, 
Mayadhar Man Singh, Surinder Sai etc; Uttar Pradesh State Archives 
received records of Departments of Irrigation (A), Finanqe (A, B, C) 
Services, Animal Husbandry, Panchayati Raj, Housing, Food and Civil 
Suppkes, Labour (B), Transport, Home (Criminal) Departments. Asiatic 
Society of Calcutta acquired 3507 microfiches of records pertaining to 
India from abroad while some very significant collections of eminent 
Indians were acquired by the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. 
Among these the following deserve mention: Mahatma Gandhi, Indira 
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi, Charan Singh, Madhu Limaye, B. G. Kher, Ram 
Manohar Lohia, Uma Shankar Dikshit, Padmaja Naidu and V. K. Krishna 
Menon. 
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Training in Archival studies ; Over the years the School of Archival 
Studies of the National Archives of India has built up a reputation for 
excellence in providing training on various aspects of archives keeping. 
During the period 1991—94 as many as 43 candidates were imparted 
training in One Year Diploma Course being run by the School, while 8 
trainees were admitted in the Diploma Course for the year 1994-95. In 
addition 244 candidates received training in the various short term courses 
on records management, repair and conservation, reprography etc. These 
include trainees from Botswana, Burma, Kenya, Lesotho, Mauritius, 
Niger .a etc. A number of exiension lectures were organised for the 
benefit ot trainees and workshops were also conducted from time to time 
widen the horizon of knowledge in the techniques of management and 
conservation of records to Government Officials in different parts of. the 
Country. 

Horn the reports received from various Siate Archives it is observed 
that the concept of training programme is. gradually being given greater 
importance by some of them. Andhra Pradesh State Archives for instance 
has started a One Year Diploma Course in Archival Science and Manu- 
scriptology in collaboration with Osmania University. The State Archives 
is also running a short term course in Records Management. Gujarat 
State Archives provides similar training facilities to Government Officials 
in the State. The State Archives of Rajasthan conducts a One Month 
Training Course in Records Management, thre,e times in a year while the 
Tamil Nadu State Archives is also running a short term course in records 
management. West Bengal State Archives is providing training in Conser¬ 
vation through three courses of different durations i.e. 4 weeks, 8 weeks 
and 3 months. While such facilities being provided by the States is 
certainly welcome and needs to be encouraged, I would urge upon all 
other States to pay serious thought to the need for evolving elementary 
tr aining programme covering the basics of Archives Keeping which could 
serve as a background for professional and sub-professional courses. Such 
a programme could be applied to all the States in the country on a uniform 
basis. The National Archives of India will be glad to offer its advice and 
guidance in this regard, if so required. 

Cultural Exchange Programmes : Cultural Exchange Programmes play 
a vital role in promoting bilateral relations between countries and National 
Archives of India has been paying due regard to proper implementation 
of items included in such programmes signed with vurious countries. 
Among the nations with whom Cultural Exchange Programmes were 
signed during the period under report are Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary, Italy, Maldives, Russia, Singapore, 
Spain and Syria. The Department has also signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the National Archives of Singapore to facilitate 
exchange of archival materials of each other’s interest on reciprocal basis. 
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We also bad the pleasure of receiving senior officials from the State 
Archives of China and Poland under the Cultural Exchange Programmes. 
Members would be aware that in pursuance of an agreement reached with 
the Government of France, officers from the National Archives are being 
deputed to France to prepare microfilm copies of records of Indian interest 
available in their Repositories. In this connection I had the privilege of 
visiting Paris to finalise modalities and reviewing the progress made in this 
direction. The Department has so far been able to acquire 77 rolls of 
records under this arrangement. A further avenue has been opened by 
associating the National Archives of India as a member of the Indian 
panel of the Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission. As a part of this Agreement 2 
Senior Officers from the Smithsonian Institution, U.S.A. had visited the 
National Archi\es ol India in December, 1992 and held discussions on 
matters of mutual interest. The Department is making efforts to use the 
good Offices of the Sub-Commission to acquire microfilms of records of 
Indian interest available in United States as also to utilize their expertise 
for Conservation Programmes in India 

International Relations : At the International level National Archives 
of India continued to co-operate with various bodies. The former Director 
General of Archives had attended the meetings of the Committee on 
Archival Development and the Executive Committee of the International 
Council on Archives at Montreal, Canada in September, 1992 and was 
nominated to represent the Asia-Oceania regions on the Executive Com¬ 
mittee. The meeting for the UNESCO Project ‘Guide to the Sources of 
the Asian History’ as well as a Seminar on the role of Archives in Educa¬ 
tion organised by SARBICA at Kuala Lumpur in July, 1993 was also 
attended by the former Director General of Archives. I was also invited 
to attend the Experts Meeting on the ‘Memory of the World Programme’ 
organised by UNESCO at Kuala Lumpur in December, 1994. This 
project is particularly relevant to India since it envisages setting up of a 
Regional Committee to compile country-wise information about the state 
of preservation of rare and endangered archival holdings and library 
materials, which form a major part of our cultural heritage. National 
Archives has already approached several institutions to supply the infor¬ 
mation required for the project and the same is being compiled. 

Repair and Preservation : Members have been apprised from time to 
time about the efforts being made by the National Archives of India to 
develop high grade tissue paper indigenously for repair of records. A 
number of agencies have been associated with this task and the Depart¬ 
ment is still continuing experiments to test the samples forwarded by the 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission, Dehradun, The samples 
received so far have still not met the desired specifications and have been 
returned for further test. The Department also continued to render 
technical advice on various aspects of Conservation to different institutions. 
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among which menlionmay be made of State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Delhi, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, National Library Calcutta, Asiatic 
Society Calcutta, High Court Calcutta, Historical Documents Centre 
Baharain, Shastri-Indo Canadian Institute, New Delhi, Department of 
History, Calicut University. The Reprography Division prepared 17,54,914 
pages of microfilm, 1,815 rolls (61,092 metres) of positive printing 
4,12,868 xerox copies of records. It also tendered advice on various 
aspects of reprography to a number of Institutions which included State 
Archives of Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and West Bengal, 
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Reliance Industries, Rasayni 
Maharashtra and Oil and Natural Gas Commission, Dehradun. 

Programme and Publicity : Members would be aware that from time 
to time the National Archives of India has been mounting exhibitions on 
top'-cal themes with a view to arouse archival consciousness and a sense 
of pride in our glorious heritage. Towards this end the Department 
organised various exhibitions during the period under report, namely ; 

(i) Archives and the Quit India Movement in November 1992 
which was inaugurated by the then Union Minister of Human 
Resource Development, Shri Arjun Singh. 

(ii) Archives and the Voices of India Unity in 1937 as part of the 
Archives Week Celebrations in December 1993. 

fiii) Another exhibition in memory of the martyrs of Jallianwala 
Bagh was mounted in April 1994 at the site of the tragedy in 
Amritsar to commemorate its 75th anniversary. This week 
long exhibition “Lahu Luhan Baisakhi” was inaugurated by the 
Union Minister of Human Resource Development and among 
the visitors were Governors, Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, 
Freedom Fighters apart from large cross section of the people. 

Subsequently an exhibition entitled “Archives and Jallianwala 
Bagh : A Saga of Independence” was inaugurated by the 
President of India, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma at the National 
Archives of India on 28 April 1994. In recognition of the 
popularity of this exhibition, a mobile exhibition entitled “Lahu 
Luhan Baisakhi’ was mounted in the Capitals of a number of 
States, Union Territories by the National Archives of Tnd i a 
between September 1994 and March 1995. 

Civ) To commemorate the 125th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, an exhibition on “Archives and Mahatma Gandhi: A 
Satyagrahi in South Africa” was inaugurated by the Union 
Deputy Minister of Human Resource Development; ou 16 
November 1994. 
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Reports of Archives Week Celebrations have also been received from 
a number of States like Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Orissa and Tamil Nadu. 

Other Significant Activities s The above report covers the period till 
March 1995 and I would be failing in my duty if I do not apprise 
members with some significant activities which have taken place since then. 

Continuing w'ft its accessicn'ng programme of records, the National 
Atch'ves of India has been able to accession 5.253 files of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (1951—67) and 2,500 filer N’ Ministry of Defence 
(Historical Division) pertaining to the years (1934—46), 355 files were 
also acquired from the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs (1923- 62) and 
M’nistrv of Defence (1870—1946). A phased programme to take over 
records from various Ministries/Departments for scientific storage in the 
Annexe is also being finalized and would be launched as soon as posriWe. 

As mentioned earlier, the Public Records Act was passed bv Parlia¬ 
ment in 1993, and it became operative with effect from 1 March 1995. 
In this connection I feel happy to inform members that the Archival 
Advisory Board as envisaged in the Act has been constituted with effect 
from 1 November 1995 and it should start functioning very soon The 
Board to be headed by the Secretary, Department of Culture, Government 
of India comprises senior officials from various Ministries as well as 
eminent Archivists and Scholars. 

Members would recall the commitment made by the National Archives 
ef India at the last Session for bringing out a special publication and I am 
happy to inform you that a volume entitled Indian Historical Records 
Commission—A Retrospect, Part-ll (1948—94) has been published. I 
am sure you would find this volume very handy for having a glimpse into 
the achievements of the Commission. Meanwhile Volume XLI, No. 2 
(July—December 1992) of The Indian Archives has been sent to the 
Press while Volume XVIII of the National Register of Private Records 
has been brought cat. 

Coming to the National Guide Project, I have mentioned earlier that 
Volume 3.6 in the series covering information about record holdings of 
200 institutions located in 25 States/Union Territories had been brought 
out. A supplementary edition of the above volume is also being compiled. 
Meanwhile Volume 3.3 has been sent for printing and should hopefully 
toe pub’ished shortly while work on Volumes 3.4 and 3.5 is making good 
progress and we should see the volumes in print before long. 

Another useful publication brought out by the Department was 
Lahutuhar. Baisakhi. a compilation of poems and writings bearing on the 
Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy which had been proscribed by the British 
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Government. This publication in Urdu was released by our Hon’ble 
Minis*er of Human Resource Development on 18 April 1995. 

To commemorate the 126th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
an exhibition entitled ‘Rani Jhansi Laxmi Bai to the Jhansi Reg'ment INA* 
was inaugurated on 26th November 1995 by Hon’ble President of India, 
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, as a part of the Museum for Freedom 
Fighters in Salimgarh Area of Red Fort. 

At the Internationa 1 level, the Department continued to contribute its 
efforts towards promoting goodwill and co-operation in the field of 
Archives. In this connection I had the privilege of interacting with 
archivists from various countries at the Inter-Regional Conference on 
Archival Development which was held at Tunis from 16 to 20 May 1995. 
On the invitation of the Government of Italy I had the opportunity to 
visit Rome in October 1995 under the Cultural Exchange Programme and 
study the latest Conservation techniques in the Italian Archives. The 
Department also had the privilege of hosting a high level delegation from 
Iran and also Ambassadors of Poland and Greece who were apprised with 
the various programmes and functions of the Department. The National 
Archives of India also conducted a workshop on Conservation of Archival 
and Library material organised by the National Research Laboratory of 
Conservation of Cultural Property, Lucknow in collaboration with the 
Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission on 26 February 1995 in which apart from 
Indian conservators, 5 experts in the field from U.S.A. participated in the 
workshop. 

Before I conclude I would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to the 
Hon’ble Governor and Chief Minister of West Bengal for taking some 
time off from their busy schedule and joining us. We are also indebted 
to our Hon’ble Minister of Human Resource Development for having 
spared his valuable time to be with us today and address this scholarly 
gathering. Our special thanks are also due to the Hon’ble Minister for 
Higher Education, Government of West Bengal, authorities and staff of 
Jadavpur University who have worked so hard in making this Session a 
success. Last but not least I am grateful to the members who have 
assembled here from all parts of the country, thereby displaying the keen 
interest reposed in the activities of the Commission. I am sure the ensuing 
deliberations shall be very lively and useful. 

I thank you all for your patient hearing. 




Shri B. P. Singh, 

Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of India. 


APPENDIX V 


Presidential Address of Shri Madbavrao Scicndia, Union Minister of 
Human Resource Development delivered by Shri B. P. Singh, Secretary, 
Department of Cnitare, Government of India 

Hon’bL- B;noy Chaudhariji, Professor Satyasadhan Chakraborty, Learned 
Members of the Commission, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

It is always a pleasure to be among thp historians, the administrators 
and the archivists. In fact, I have always enjoyed the company of both 
formidable historians and dedicated record-keepers for the former never 
becomes stal; and the latter irrelevant. For me both possess a freshness 
which flows from their being rooted in real human issues. I welcome all 
of you present here for the 55th Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. We arc meeting under the auspices of the Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity for the second time since tho establishment of the Commission in 1919, 
which is an indication of this premier university’s interest in scholarship and 
preservation of our cultural heritage. 

Both rcco'ds and history are human creations. Although record is 
an invaluable ally of history, history is a much wider phenomenon. We 
have assembled here to taksj note of the input of records in making of 
history and its preservation as a prime element in conservation of our 
heritage. The National Archives as the apex body has played its role all 
these years under the guidance of historians, scholars and administrators 
of this country. 

Indian Historical Records Commission, which completed its platimun 
jubilee last year, has ably served the interest of researchers, planners and 
scholars and provided useful guidelines to the Administrators, Record 
Managers in the management and upkeep of the memory of the Nation. 
On the recommendation of this august body, the National Archives of India 
and State Archives have adopted scientific measures to preserve records 
and prepare reference aids to various series of r,ecords. Access to public 
records has also been liberalised since the days of thji Raj facilitating use 
of records by the scholars with ease. Publication of records in extenso 
taken up by National Archives of India, particularly, Fort William—India 
House Scries, Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Browne Correspondence 
and Selections from Educational Records has served the scholarly world. 
It regularly brings out a periodical, The Indian Archives—which is profes¬ 
sional journal of international repute. Indian Historical Records Com¬ 
mission, besides emphasising preservation of all categories of Government 
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Records in a scientific manner has been attempting to make State Govern¬ 
ments realise the importance of keeping their District records in records— 
friendly environment. 

Calcutta is a wellknown city for its nationalist aspirations and crea¬ 
tive work. It was a centre of our freedom struggle. The Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity in Calcutta is an institutional expression in the realm of education of 
the Swadeshi movement. 

We are conscious of the fact that documents concerning our heritage 
are lying dispersed all over the country with our people and institutions. 
Historical papers of this category of archival inheritance are also written, 
besides the extant languages, in less activated scripts and languages. 
National Archives of India has been diligently unparthing Jess known and 
unknown segment of our documentary heritage under the scheme of Natio¬ 
nal Register of Private Records. Till now National Archives has brought 
out 18 volumes of National Register of Private Records. Here I consider 
it my bounden duty to impress upon all the dignatories present here that 
Archives alone cannot cope with the work of this magnitude. I, therefore, 
request you to share this responsibility and help us to collect and put 
together this valuable information pertaining to our cultural heritage which 
is spread all over the country and even abroad, both in the hands of private 
individuals and with institutions. 

On the recommendation of the Research and Publication Committee 
of this Indian Historical Records Commission, National Archives of India 
had taken up a programme of procuring microfilms of records from abroad 
to fill up the gaps in the series of records. It has, so far, acquired 7,896 
microfilm rolls of Indian interest from archival repositories located in 
different countries. 

Scholars visiting National Archives of India look forward to computer 
assisted retrieval system, and this Commission in its 50th Session in 
Lucknow in 1987 had also recommended the introduction of automated 
data processing system in the National Archives. Unfortunately there has 
not been expected progress in this behalf. However, I have reasons to 
hope that the National Archives of India will be able to complete the 
important task with the help of other linked agencies. 

The institutionalised sector of our Public Records in State Archives 
as well as in National Archives should be streamlined if public records are 
professionally brought under a scientific management programme. The Pubilc 
Records Act passed by our Parliament in December, 1993 has widened the 
scope of records management, preservation of records and their use. The 
State Governments will do well to introduce these Archival Laws in order 
to streamline their records management system. 
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Today, unfortunately, many of our States do not even have Archives 
Departments, and there are some State Archives Departments which 
are not housed in functional archival buildings. The concerned State 
Governments should initiate remedial measures in this behalf. I 
urge upon all the representative of State Governments, which do not 
have proper infrastructure for records management, to recommend to 
their respective Governments to take up this task on priority basis. 
To meet die necessity of staffing their archives with trained personnel they 
may well avail archives training courses being run by National Archives of 
India. 

There is an imperative requirement for initiating time-bound measures 
to protect the documentary heritage endangered due to various reasons. It 
is perhaps wcllknown that while extreme humidity and temperature may 
reduce paper records, microfilms and photographs into pockmarked yellow 
mass, insects and toxic environment may deprive us of our documentary 
heritage itself. There may aiiso be ovprzealous users of records who under¬ 
line their important text in the documents—some of them ever use record- 
volumes as hand-rest. Archivists thus have onerous responsibility of 
saving the records from bio-chemical as well as human interferences. I 
have no doubt in my mind that a close interaction betwteen historians and 
record keepers provides a link between wisdom and technique on the intel¬ 
lectual and practical elements whosi? harmonious working relationship is 
necessary for creation of any serious work of scholarship. 

I am happy to share with you that for the records conscious people of 
the Eastern Region, a Regional Records Centre is coming up at Bhubane¬ 
swar. which will besides preserving the records of thjs Central Government 
Offices in this region, cater to the needs of administrators and researchers. 
It would also provide technical know-how to other institutions. 

I take this opportunity to request the Commission to deliberate on 
various means of taking our colourful documentary heritage to the people 
and preserving for the posterity as well. The task is very urgent but given 
the technological innovations of this agp of information super highways it 
should not take much long to complete it. While making our people 
aware of our archival or documentary wealth, we shall perhaps have to 
show how a village with its environment, tradition and history has played 
a role in strengh;ning of our culture and ecology. 

We have made rapid progress in several spheres of human activity. 
Ei 1800, a person could comfortably travel overland about 24 miles in a 
day. This journey was accomplished in 8 hours, at the fairly fast pace of 
3 miles per hour. It was not uncommon for men to walk 12 miles to have 
dinner and then 12 miles back home. Thomas Carlyle (1795—1881) some¬ 
times walked that for to have dinner with Ralph Waldo Emerson (1805— 
1882), as Emerson tells us in his English Notes. Carlyle could have 
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covered the distance in less time on a horse, but he was poor and did not 
own one. The forcecast for the twenty-first century is that a person can 
easily do more than 100 miles per day sitting in a car and more 
than 1000 miles in an aeroplane. In the realm of information 
we have entered into an era of super highways establishing not only 
access to information from another part of the globe but also sharing 
it by several persons simultaneously. The need to conserve our records 
in this environment in a scifentifi ' manner is paramount. Similarly it is 
boundcn duty of our scholars to interpret die information in a maimer 
that reflects our cultural heritage and sensitivity not only of the academi¬ 
cians but of common people as well who in fact are the true embodi¬ 
ments Of our plural culture. At the end, let me say with all humility 
that historical truth is like tUh sun whose light and heat sustain and 
invigorate human mind. In this backdrop I wish you all success in the 
deliberations of this Session osf the Commission and earnestly hope that 
the meeting of minds at this Session will throw up constructive sugges¬ 
tions and a meaningful programme of action. 



APPENDIX VI 


Address by Prof. Safyasadhan Chakarborty, Minister, Higher Education, 
Government of West Bengal 

Sri Benoy Krishna Chowdhury, Hon’blc Minister for Land and Land 
Reforms, Sri B. P. Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of 
Ind a, Professor S. C. Som, Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur University, Sri S. 
Sarkar, Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, Dr, Anuradba 
Chanda, Local Secretary, 55th Session, ladies and gentlemen. 

I feel very happy to be present here this morning among scholars who 
hay; applied their minds to the acquisition and preservation of records for 
purposes of historical research. We are happy to have the 55th Session 
of the Indian Historical Records Commission at Calcutta which is rich in 
archival as well as non-archival sources and I am thankful to the orga¬ 
nisers for inviting me to address this august gathering of senior historians 
and archivists of the country. 

The importance of records and documents in the life of a nation 
cannot be over-emphasised. Only if there are records, the history of a 
nation can be properly recounted. This is particularly true about coun¬ 
tries like ours, which have suffered a colonial status. Those of us who 
have actively participated in the freedom struggle feel aghast when we 
read histories written by the protagonists of the Raj. Now historians are 
writing history which have a totally different approach. This is possible 
only because of reinterpretation of records, documents, private papers and 
such other sources of history. This explains the importance of preserva¬ 
tion, management and administration of records as well as their easy 
accessibility. 

Preservation of records is also important in the context of post¬ 
independence days. Unless the Public records of enduring value are 
meticulously preserved, the history of our development can never be pro¬ 
perly guaged. A -process of continuous but scientific evaluation is essen¬ 
tial and this can be done only on the basis of records. But records can be 
properly maintained if archival consciousness is fostered among the diffe¬ 
rent strata of society. I hope the Indian Historical records Commission 
will do something in this direction. 

Coming to records, one has to think of the nature of such records. 
To my mind, particular attention must be paid to local records at the 
district level. For example, the records of the local courts throw immense 
li gh t on the social life of the people. It is important to maintain and 
catalogue these records. But all this is a herculean task wh'ch cannot be 
satisfactorily perforated by any one centralised body, however powerful 
it might be. It is important to find out ways by which general public can 
be sensitised on the importance of maintaining records and making them 
available for scholarly use. I hope the 55th Session will take note of 
some of these issues. I extend my best wishes to the honoured members of 
the Commission and wish it a success. 
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Prof. Satya Sadhan Chakraborty, 

Minister, Higher Education, Government oj West Bengal. 








Dr. (Mrs.) Anuradha Chanda, 
Local Secretary, 55th Session. 




APPENDIX VII 


Thanks giving by Dr. Anuradha Chanda, Local Secretary, 95th Session, 
Indian Historical Records Commission 

Hon’ble Minister, Land and Land Reforms, Shri Benoy Krishna Chow- 
dhury, Hon’ble Minister for Higher Education, Professor Satyasadhan 
Chakraborty, cur revered Vice-Chancellor, Professor Subodh Chandra 
Som, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India, Shri B. P. 
Singh, Director-General of Archives, Shri Sukumar Sarkar, Member of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of 
Jadavpur University, I would take this opportunity to convey my sincere 
thanks to all those who have made this event possible. 

To Shri Benoy Krishna Chowdhury we are very grateful for accept¬ 
ing our invitation to inaugurate the 55th Session, in spite of his busy sche¬ 
dule. He has always shown keen interest in history and we are very happy 
to have him with us this morning. Wc are greatcly indebted to our 
Minister in charge of Higher Education. From the very beginning he has 
taken active interest in holding this session. He has granted all material 
help and promised us a significant financial support. The Government of 
West Bengal has extended a lot of infrastructural facilities to make this 
event a success. We arc very thankful for this. We are extremely grate¬ 
ful to Shri B. P. Singh to be with us this morning. Mr. Singh is the 
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission and that he could free himself from the tangles of Shastri 
Bhavan to be present here gives us great pleasure. 

Our University, particularly the Department of History, would like to 
thank Shri Sukumar Sarkar for bestowing on us the honour of hosting this 
Session. This is a clear recognition of the richness of this city and our 
University in archival sources and I hope that wc will get the required 
support in our efforts to organise some of these. 

To the Mayor of Calcutta, Shri Prasanta Chatterjce, wc feel extremely 
thankful for organising a reception in honour of the visiting members of the 
Records Commission. We arc also grateful to the Asiatic Society which 
as an institutional member of the Records Commission has come forward 
to share its responsibility for providing the venue and all kinds of sustenance 
for the Academic Session. We would also thank the Curator, Victoria 
Memorial and the Secretary, National Council of Education. 

The department of History, Jadavpur University feels grateful towards 
those scholars who agreed to be members of the Advisory Committee and 
attended the meetings convened by the Organising Committee. Personally, 
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I am indebted to Professor Nemai Sadhan Bose, Member of Indian Histo¬ 
rical Records Commission and Professor Barun De. Chairman, Regional 
Records Survey Committee and Professor Bharati Ray, Vice-Chairperson, 
State Council for Higher Education, for their help and guidance. We arc 
also thankful to those who have contributed to the Souvenir printed on 
the occasion of this Session. We are particularly grateful to those mem¬ 
bers of the corporate world who have extended financial support towards 
the publication of the Souvenir. 

Nearer home, the Department of History feels grateful to our entity 
University community which has rendered all kinds of support. The 
University administration has tried to satisfy aU our demands and the 
teaching community as well as the non-teaching staff have extended their 
helping hand. I would express my personal thanks to my departmental 
colleagues who have helped me in carrying out my duties as Local Secre¬ 
tary, to my students who have done their best to make this event a success 
and to the non-teaching staff of the department who have worked very 
hard for the last one month or so. 

Finally, I extend my heart-felt thanks to the members of the Commis¬ 
sion and the guests who have taken the trouble of being here this morning. 

I would once again thank all of you and hope the deliberations of the 
55th Session will be a success. 



Members of the Indian Historical Records Commission who attended die 
55th Session 

1. Shri B. P. Singh, Secretary to the Government of India, Depart¬ 
ment of Culture and Ex-Officio Chairman of the Standing Com¬ 
mittee of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 

2. Shri S. Sarkar, Director-General of Archives, Government of 
India, National Archives of India and Ex-Officio Secretary of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission. 

Nominees of the Government of India 

3. Prof. S. R. Mehrotra. 

4. Dr. S. N. Sinha. 

5. Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi. 

6. Prof. H. K. Barpujari. 

7. Dr. P. L. Mehra. 

8. Prof. Ne.mai Sadhan Bose. 

Representative of the Government and Semi-Government Institutions 

9. Dr. U. P. Thapliyal (Ministry of Defence). 

Representatives of State/Union Territory Archives 

10. Shri Tara Sbaran Sinha (Bihar State Archives). 

11. Shri G. Mohiuddin (Government of Jammu and Kashmir). 

12. Shri R. Muniswamy (Karnataka State Archives). 

13. Dr. Gyan Chand Sharma (Rajasthan State Archives). 

14. Smt. $. Malathi (Government of Tamil Nadu). 

15. Shri V. K. Sharma (Delhi Archives). 

Representatives of Universities 

16. Dr. R. C. Misra (Berhampur University). 

17. Prof. (Mrs.) Aparna Basu (Delhi University). 

18. Prof. K. P. Misra (Gorakhpur University). 

19. Prof. L. Pandey (Himachal Pradesh University). 

20. Dr. J. C. Upadhyay (Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore). 

21. Dr. J. P. Mishra (Jabalpur University). 
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22. Prof. P. K. Bhattacharya (Jadavpur University). 

23. Prof. Rifaquat Ali Khan (Jamia Millia I si ami a). 

24. Dr. Hari Om (Jammu University). 

25. Dr. M. P. Singh (Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi). 

26. Dr. K. K. Sharma (Meerut University). 

27. Dr. R. Soma Reddy (Osmania University). 

28. Prof. M. D. Nalawade (Poona University). 

29. Dr. B. B. Srivastava (Sagar University). 

30. Dr. V. S. Kadam (Shivaji University). 

31. Prof. V. Kameswara Rao (Sri Venkateswara University). 

32. Prof. K. M. Patra (Utkal University). 

33. Dr. (Mrs.) Prabha Sriniwasulu (Vikram University). 

Representatives of Learned Institutions 

34. Shri J. N. Bhuyan (Department of Historical & Antiquarian Stu¬ 
dies in Assam). 

35. Shri M. L. Kachroo (Association of Indian Archivists). 

36. Prof. Durgaprasad Bhattacharya (Socio-Economic Research Insti¬ 
tute, Calcutta). 

37. Dr. C. Roychaudhari (Asiatic Society, Calcutta). 

38. Dr. J. Velinkar (Heras Institute of Indian History and Culture, 
Bombay). 

39. Prof. D. C. Wadhwa (Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 
Pune). 

40. Shri M. S. Ranawat (Shri Natnagar Shodh Samsthan, Sitamau). 

The following attended as observer 

41. Shri T. C. Deka (Assam State Archives). 

42. Sint. G. Suseela Raju (Andhra Pradesh State Archives). 

43. Smt. Sushila Devi (Manipur State Archives). 

44. Dr. S. K. Chattopadhyay (Government of Meghalaya). 

45. Smt. Gita Sabhcrwal (Government of Madhya Pradesh). 

46. Mrs. Rekha Trivedi (Government of Uttar Pradesh). 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION ON THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE 53RD 
AND S4TH SESSION OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS 

COMMISSION 


123 


9 —37 National Afchive/ND/96 






APPENDIX Via 


Conspectus of action taken on Resolntion/Recommendations passed at 
earlier Sessions of Indian Historical Records Commission 

Further to the information p’aced before the Commission at its 54tb 
Session of the Resolutions and Recommendations of 53rd Session, replied 
received from the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations and 
others are submitted below : 

I. Resolutions of the 53rd Session, Guwahati, 4*5 February, 1990 

Resolution II: Keeping in view that construction of Annexe to the 
National Archives of India is now nearly complete, the Indian 
H’storica 1 Records Commission recommends that the National 
Archives of India should launch a vigorous drive to take over 
records of permanent value lying with the Ministries/Depart¬ 
ments of Government of India. 

National Archives of India: The Resolution was forwarded to all 

Ministr.es/Departnients of the Government of India requesting them to 
transfer their records of permanent value to National Archives of India. 
During the period 1991-95 35,313 files/volumes (1840-1971) of the 
following Ministries/Departments were received in the Department: 
President Secretariat, Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of Defence (Air-Head- 
quartei;?)., Uttar. Kaman Mukhyalay and History Division, Department of 
Telecommunications, Ministry of Civil Aviation, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Planning Commission, Ministry of Railways (Railway Board), Naval Head 
Quarters. Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Finance (Depart¬ 
ment of Expenditure). Replies received from other offices are as follows: 

Ministry of Defence (History Division): War Diaries of Indian State 
Forces pertaining to world War-II are ready from transfer to National 
Archives of hidia. 

Ministry of Surface Transport (Transport Wing): All the files of 

Transport wing of the Ministry were reviewed and same were appraised 
by National Archives of India. Among them 218 files have been listed 
and identified for permanent retention. These files are ready for transfer 
to National Archives of India. 

Ministry of Communications (Department of Posts): 10,195 non- 

current tiles which are more than 25 years old are ready for transfer to 
National Archives of India. 

Ministry of Power: 720 files were identified for permanent retention 
which could be transferred to the National Archives of India. 
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Ministry of Health and Family Welfare: Subject list of the records to 
be transferred has already been sent to National Archives of India for 
their scrutiny. 

Ministry of Industry (Department of Industrial Development): 1,024 

files of permanent value are ready for transfer to National Archives of 
India. 

Ministry of Food: The subject list of non-cunent records which is to 

be transferred to National Archives of India has been revised and the files 
re-arranged in chronological order, branch-wise and year-wise and all other 
requirements have also been met. These non-current records are ready for 
transfer to National Archives of India. 

Ministry of Agriculture (Department of Agriculture and Co-operation): 

751 files appraised and recommended by National Archives of India for 
permanent retention are ready for transfer to National Archives of India. 

Department of Telecommunication: 5,000 non-current files are ready 
for transfer to National Archives of India. 

Ministry of External Affairs: 2,200 files of tb^e Ministry pertaining to 

the period 1830—1968 duly marked for permanent retention after review 
by National Archives of India officials are ready for transfer to National 
Archives of India. 

Survey of India: Ttys subject matter is undir active consideration and 
the outcome will be intimated in due course. 

Resolution III: With a view to facilitate research in the post-indepen¬ 
dence period of Indian History, the Indian Historical Records 
Commission resolves to recommend to the State/Union Territory 
Archives Departments to undertake a phased programme for 
acquiring records of permanent value for the aforesaid period 
lying in various offices of State Govemments/Union Territory 
Administrations. 

National Archives of India t The Resolution was forwarded to all 

Stale/Union Territory Archives Departments for necessary action. Replies 
received are as follows : 

Andhra .Pradesh: Action has already been initiated in the matter and 
this'Department is acquiring District Collectorate records/ Further it is 
proposed to acquire the records of all other Government Offices and 
correspondence in the matter is in progress. 

Aranachal Pradesh: Necessary steps are being taken to bring non- 
current records from the District Records to the Archives of the Directorate 
of Research, Government of Arunachal Pradesh at Itanagar. 
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Assam: The State Archives is trying to acquire valuable records of 
post-independence period lying in varous Departments/Offices but not 
much headway has been achieved in this regard due to non-acceptance of 
the Archival Policy Resolutions by the Government. 

Bihar: A programme to accession non-current Records of permanent 
value has already been initiated. 

Goa : Steps have been taken for regular appraisal of non-current 
records and the records of permanent value are being transferred to this 
Directorate continuously. 

Himachal Pradesh: Under a planned scheme, the records of pre and 

post 1947 period are being transferred to S.ate Arch'ves by the various 
Departments of State Governments, District Collectors and District 
Headquarters. 

Karnataka : The Resolution has been adopted. 

Madhya Pradesh : Necessary action is being taken. At present the 
Maafi Records of Gwalior State are being transferred to State Archives. 

Maharashtra: The Department has issued letters to all the Commis¬ 
sioners and Collectors of all the Districts in Maharashtra in th : s behalf. 

Mizoram : No action has been taken on the Resolution so far. 

Orissa: Resolution has been sent to State Government for its accept¬ 
ance in principle which is under its consideration. However, this Resolu¬ 
tion is being partially implcmenicd under the Scheme of Records Manage¬ 
ment. Necessary steps have already been taken to acquire the records of 
pannanent value pertaining to the post-Independancc period from the 
various Government agencies. 

Pondicherry: Resolution has been communicated to the Government 
for acceptance. The matter is being pursued vigorously. 

Rajasthan : Non-current records of permanent value for preservation 

are being acquired for the last three or four years. 

Tamil Nadu: All the non-current records have already been transferred 
to State Archives by the Secretariat Departments. For centralising the 
records in the District Offices, five District Record Centres were organised 
so far and the records in these 5 Districts have also been centralised. With 
regard to centralisation of records of other Districts and Head of the 
Departments at Madras, it may be stated that they will be centralised as 
soon as Madras and other District Centres are organised. 

Resolution IV : While appreciating the efforts made by National 
Archives of India in arranging residential facilities for scholars 
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at Delhi through the courtesy of Jawaharlal Nehru University and 
Indian Institute of Pub’ : c Administration, the Commission urges 
that efforts should be made by the National Archives of India to 
provide more lodging facilities. It further urges the Statc/Union 
Territory Archives to take similar steps in this behalf. 

National Archives of India: The Resolution was forwarded to the 

variou; State Archives as well as offices of various Central/State Govern¬ 
ment Departments located in New Delhi for seeking then- 
co-operation to pro’/ide lodging facilities to research scholars. Replies 
received from the various agencies are summarised below 

Andhra Pradesh: Action will be initiated in the matter. 

Assam: The research scholars have so far been provided residential 
accommodation in Guest House, Circuit House and the State Government 
will endeavour to provide more lodging facilities as and when necessity 
arises. 

Bihar: Two rooms in the Archives building are reserved for scholars 
and the proposal for construction of a hostel having 14 rooms for research 
scholars is under consideration. Arrangements are also im je for their ac¬ 
commodation at Gandhi Museum Guest House on specific request. 

Goa : The Resolution has been noted. Goa University has adequate 
facilities at the Guest House and scholars can take advantage of it. 

Gujarat:The Department had forwarded the proposal to State 
Government but the State Government had rejected it. The Department 
however makes effort for arranging residcnt : al facilities for scholars at 
Pathikashram, Circuit House, Vishramgrah and Gandhinagar. 

Haryana: The Resolution would be considered when the State Arhives 
has its own building. 

Himachal Pradesh: Accommodation to research scholars visiting the 
State Archives is arranged in the Writers House of Language, Art and 
' Culture Academy on request. 

Karnataka : Universities, hostels, guest houses, Mythic Society are 
extending such facilities to the scholars who came from different regi ns. 

Madhya Pradesh : Accommodation is not available for scholars at 
present but for the time being, the Department will request the Public 
Works Department to provide residential facilities for scholars in their Rest 
House. 

Maharashtra: The State Government has informed that Public Works 
Department will make provision for the research scholars if available. 

Mizoram: No action has been taken on the Resolution so far. 



Orissa s The State Government has been moved to accept the 
Resolution in principle. Steps are being taken to request the Vice-Chancellor 
of Utkal University, Bhubaneswar to provide residential facilities in the 
University Hostel to the scholars visiting Orissa State Archives. 

Pondicherry: The Resolution has been noted for necessary action 
at the appropriate stage. 

Punjab: The Department does not have any residential facilities for 
research scholars at Patiala or Chandigarh. Even the by-laws framed by 
Chandigarh Administration do not allow construction of hostel for research 
scholars in the new Archival building to be raised at Chandigarh. However, 
efforts would be made by the Department to provide accommodation to the 
needy research scholars at the Punjab University Chandigarh, Punjabi 
University, Patiala or alternatively at some other place. 

Rajasthan: The Resolution is already being implemented. 

Tamil Nadu : The research scholars who visit this Archives have so 
far not requested for accommodation in this Archives. Hence the Resolution 
will be considered at the appropriate time. 

Uttar Pradesh: No positive action has been possible so far due to 
paucity of funds. 

Office of the Resident Commissioner, Government of Mizoram, New 
Delhi: It would not be possible to spare rooms as the accommodation is 
very limited and fully booked. 

Office of the Resident Commissioner, Government of Rajasthan, New 
Delhi.: Due to rush at Guest House it will not be possible to make adjust¬ 
ment. 

Office of the Resident Commissioner, Government of West Bengal, 
New Delhi : Official accommodation of the Government of West Bengal at 
Banga Bhavan, New Delhi could be available for scholars of West Bengal 
visiting New Delhi for research work in National Archives of India. Specific 
requisition in advance addressed to the Principal Secretary, Public Works 
Department, Writer’s Building, .Calcutta would be necessary for the purpose. 

Resolution V: The Commission recommemnds that, in order to conserve 
foreign exchange, State/Union Territory Archives/Lcarned 
Institutions desirous of acquiring microfilm copies of records of 
Indian interest from abroad be urged to check availability of such 
material with the National Archives of India before placing their 
order. This process could be facilitated through meetings if 
necessary and through exchange of information. 

National Archives of India: The Resolution was forwarded to all 

Statc/Union Territory Archives for necessary action. 
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Replies received are as'follows : 

Andhra Pradesh; The Department . is acquiring microfilm copies 
according to the ,Resolution and shall follow the procedure in future also. 

fssami The State Archives hast no plan to'import microfilm, copies 
of records from abroad at present. 

Bihar * The Department has always taken the view of conserving the 

foreign exchange and no microfilm copy of records of Indian interest are 
acquired from abroad. 

Goa : The Resolution has been noted for action if any in future. 

Gujarat:The Department has followed the Resolution. 

Haryana: The Resolution has been adopted. 

Himachal Pradesh: The Department has always acquired microfilm 
tollsr/copies of records relating to Himachal Pradesh within the country or 
from abroad through National Archives of India as and when required. In 
future the State Archives would take action in this regard on the same lines. 

' Rarnritaka: The Department has adopted the Resolution and also 
sought the help through National Archives of India. 

Madhya Pradesh s In conformity with the Resolution, it is agreed that to 
conserve foreign exchange the availability of desired nrcrofilm copies, if 
any, shall be checked up first with the National Archives of India through 
exchange of information or meetings, if necessary. 

Maharashtra : Necessan action will be taken as per Resolution to 

obtain microfilm copies of records of lnd : an interest from abroad. 

Mizoram f No action has been taken on the Resolution so far. 

Orissa: The Resolution is under consideration of State Government. 
However, steps will be taken in the appropriate time for implementation of 
this Resolution. 

Pondicherry: Resolution has been noted for future compliance. 

Rajasthan: The Department has not acquired any microfilm roll of 
records of interest to Rajasthan from abroad. The Department has only 
acquired microfilm roll of A.G.G. records from National Archives of India. 
In future also the State Archives would take action in this regard through 
National Archives of India. 

Tamil Nadn: The Department has not approached any Foreign 
Archives for the acquisition of Microfilm copies of records of Indian interest 
and^uch action will'be taken only after verifying the availability Of records 
with the National Archives of India. 
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Uttar Pradesh: Care would be taken in future to check with National 
Archives of India while acquiring the microfilm copies of the records from 
abroad. 

II. Resolntion/Rccommendations of 54th Session, Rohtak (Haryana) 
20-21 April. 1992 

Resolution II: Considering the importance of Records of Survey of 
India fo v the study of historical geography and local history, the 
Commission urges upon the Government of India (i) to release 
all volumes of the Historical Records of the Survey of India, 
published by the Surveyor General of India (ii) to extend 
publication of similar volumes to cover the entire 19th century. 

National Archives of India : The Resolution was forwarded to the Survey 
ot India who have informed that the matter was under active consi¬ 
deration. 

Resolution III: The Indian Historical Records Commission urges 
upon the Government of India to review the policy regarding 
access to Historical Maps of Survey of India, and requested that 
rules, governing access to these Maps be liberalised for bonafide 
scholars and the publication based on them be de-frozen and made 
available for bonafide research. 

National Archives of India: The Survey of India have clarified that no 

reference is required to be made to them for the clearance of any maps/ 
records including s-ecref/restricted maps for pre-1939 period for official use 
as also for supplying photo copies/microfilm thereof. However, clearance 
froqt Ministries of Defence, Home Affairs, and External Affairs will have 
to tjj obtained for the maps pertaining to sensitive areas like Jammu & 
Kashin T. North-East States and maps showing presen: external boundaries 
of India. As adv se>l by the Survey of India, the case was referred to 
Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of External 
Affairs for seeking their comments on the modified procedure. The replies 
from Min stries of External Affairs and Defence have been received. The 
reply of Ministry of Home Affairs is awaited. The Ministries of External 
alfu’is and Defence have concurred with the views of the Survey of India. 

Resolution IV : The Indian Historical Records Commission appreciates 
the innovations made by National Archives of India involving 
new techniques and finding out indigenous substitutes for mate- 
ria’s used for conservation and repair of documents, and urges 
upon the Government of India to extend greater facilities for 
the development of the Conservation Research Laboratory of 
National Archives on modern scientific lines. 



132 


National Archives of India : The Department has purchased a stainless 
steel Distillation Unit and one Hot Plate. Purchase of Ultra Violet Lamp 
is also being processed. Efforts were initiated to replace the old paper 
testing machines installed in Conservation Research Laboratory. In order to 
acquire the new and digital models of these machines, detailed l'terature 
and current prices of these machines has been sought from number of firms 
abroad. 

Resolution V : Reiterating the earlier resolutions on the subject, the 
Indian Historical Records Commission urges upon all State 
Governmcnts/Union Territory Administrations to ensure that the 
Heads of the Archives Departments as well as all posts of 
archival nature be filled up by professionally qualified and 
suitably trained persons. 

Bihar: The State Government has already accepted the proposal 
regarding the appointment to the post of the Head of Archives Depart¬ 
ment and all posts of Archival nature from among professionally qualified 
and suitably trained persons. 

Delhi: The Resolution in question has already been accepted in 

principle for implementation by the Government of National Capital 
Territory of Delhi. All the posts of Archival nature sanctioned in the 
Department are filled up by professionally qualified and suitably trained 
persons. Diploma in Archival Studies or Certificate in Archives Administra¬ 
tion/Records Management is prescribed as an essential qualification in the 
Recruitment Rules, as per job requirements for various posts of Archival 
nature viz. Assistant Director of Archives, Archivist, Assistant Archivist 
Gr. I and Preservation Supervisor etc. 

Gnjarat: The Resolution has been fully implemented by State 
Archives. Staff of State Archives have been professionally qualified and 
well trained in Archival Science with adequate experience of Archives 
Administration. 

Haryana: Director, Archives Department, Haryana who is also 

Joint Secretary, Archives is, an I.A S. Officer, but the Deputy Director 
Archives, a professional Archivist is the Head of the office in the 
Archives Department. All other posts of archival nature are manned by 
trained Archivists having Diploma in Archival Studies imparted by the 
National Archives of India, New Delhi. 

Himachal Pradesh : The Department is already following the spirit of 
this Resolution. 

Karnataka : The Officers of the Department are practically experi¬ 
enced and professionally qualified in the field of Archives. 
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Koala: The Archival posts in the State Archives Department are 

usually being filled up with those who have required qualification and 
experience in archival work. Moreover, the staff of the Department arc 
also being given required training. 

Madhya Pradesh: The Deputy Director of Archives Department as 

well as three Archivists and Scientific Officer are professionally qualified 
and well trained in Archival Science. The other staff of the Department 
are also being given required training. 

Maharashtra : The posts of archival nature are not so far filled from 
the trained persons. But this Department is sending experienced persons 
for training to the National Archives of India, New Delhi, 

Manipur : Th(:re is no post of Director of Archives at present but the 
Deputy Director or the Head of State Archives is a trained person having 
Diploma in Archives Keeping. The total staff strength of Archives is only 
20 members, out of which there are 11 technical members.. 

Mizoram: The Head of the Archives Department as well as all posts 
of Archival nature are filled up by professionally qualified and Suitably 
trained persons. 

Nagaland : The staff working in the Archives arc regularly trained. 

Orissa: The Resolution is being partially implemented as the incum- 
ents presently holding the posts of Superintendent or Head of Archives. 
Curators and Archivists are trained. 

Punjab: The State Government agrees with the Resolution. 

Rajasthan : The Resolution has been forwarded to State Govern¬ 
ment for consideration and implementation. 

Tamil Nadu : It may be quite difficult to get a person suitably techni¬ 
cally qualified to head the organisation. Further, many other posts in this 
Archives such as the Ass : stant Editors, librarian and Assistant Librarian’s 
posts are filled up only by technically qualified persons. 

The proper functioning of an Archives depends upon the attitude as 
well as the aptilude of the individual and who should have certain basic 
management skills. A senior Officer of the Indian Administrative Service 
is quite suitable to head the Department of Archives. 

West Bengal: In the State Archives, all the Assistant Archivists are 
reenrted through the Public Service Commission, West Bengal and es¬ 
sential qualification for such posts is Master Degree in History. After 
confirmation in the post of Assistant Arch : vist all the incumbents have to 
undergo One Year Diploma Course in Archives Keeping in the National 
Archives of India, New Delhi. Other posts upto the level of Deputy 
Director are filled up by promotion, the base post being that of the 
Assistant Archivist 
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Resolution VI8 Resolved that the State GoVemments/Union Territory 
Administrations be urged to accord highest priority to construc¬ 
tion of functional bui’ding for their Archives Departments and to 
provide sufficient funds for Development of Archives in their 
budget, wherever they have not done so already. 

Andhra Pradesh : State Archives is having its own building and further 
a proposal for construction of second floor has been sent to State Govern¬ 
ment f or approval. An amount of Rs. 25.00 lakhs under Plan and 
Rs. 111.00 lakhs under Non-plan budget has been provided during 1994-95 
under various schemes, towards the development of State Archives. 

Assam: The State Archives has a well equipped functional building 
with necessary budget provision for its all round development. 

Bihar: The State Archives has its own functional building. Efforts 

are being made to provide adequate budget allocation for developmental 
activities of Archives Department in order to facilitate proper preservation 
of documentary heritage of the State as well as of the country. 

Delhi: The Department already has its own functioning archival building 
constructed in accordance with the standards laid down by I.S.I. As regards 
the budgetary allocations, it is pointed out that sufficient funds have been 
allocated under the plan scheme of Delhi Archives for the development 
activities of the Department. The Department will also ensure that in future 
too sufficient funds are provided for development of Archives in the 
National Territory of Delhi’s budget. 

Goa : The State Archives has a well constructed functional building 
and adequate allocation of funds for the development of Archives has been 
made by the Government. 

Gujarat: The State Archives has already constructed its own funo 
tional building at Gandhinagar and the budgetary allocation is adequate for 
development of Archives in the State. 

Haryana: During the financial year 1995-96 the State Government 
has allocated an amount of Rs. 5.00 lakhs for the construction of new 
archival building at Rohlak and Rs. 7 02 lakhs for the development of 
archives under various schemes. 

Karnataka: The State Government has provided sufficient fundi for 

development of Archives and construction of functional building for the 
Archives. 

Kerala: A building for Archives Department with modem facilities has 
been built at Thiravananthapuram. Necessary, funds have been provided in 
the State budget for the development of Archives. 
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Madhya Pradesh: Highest priority is being given to construct a 
functional building for Archives Department and making provision of suf¬ 
ficient funds for tne development of Archives. The State Government has 
allocated a 2 acre plot for construction of a separate Archival building in 
village Badwai (Bhopal District) and steps are being taken to get sufficient 
budget allocations. 

Maharashtra: Proposal for construction of functional building has 
been sent to State Government. 

Manipur: The State Government has allocated Rs. 10.00 lakhs for 
the year 1995-96 (Plan) for construction of the functional Archival build¬ 
ing. 


Mizoram: The State Archives is housed in a rented building. There 
are no funds for the construction of functional Archives building in the 
budget. The Department is trying to persuade the State Government to 
purchase land/eonstructcd private building for accommodation of Mizoram 
State Archives from the Capital fund. 

Nagaland: State Archives Branch is attached to this Directorate of 
Ail and Culture, Nagaland, Kohima and occupies five separate rooms. Due 
to financial constraints State Government may not be able to construct a 
separate Archives building. 

Orissa: The Resolution has been implemented and State Archives has 
been provided with a multi-storeyed functional building since 1971. As 
regards provision of adequate funds for development of Archives, State 
Government is keen and conscious in the matter. 

Punjab: A functional building for State Archives is already under 
construction at Chandigarh. Two blocks of the building have already been 
completed. The third block, which is multi-storeyed, is likely to be 
constructed within the next two or three years depending upon the 
availability of funds. A sum of Rs. 24.00 lakhs has been allocated during 
the year 1995-96 for this purpose. 

Pondicherry: No funds have been provided during the financial year 
1995-96 due to non-availability of site for construction of functional build¬ 
ing or for development of Archives, 

Rajasthan: The State Archives and its Regional Offices have their 
own functional building except the Regional Office at Ajmer which is 
housed in a rented building. Efforts are, however, being made to construct 
a functional building at Ajmer. 

Tamil Nadu: The State Archives is functioning in its own functional 
building. An additional floor was constructed over the existing building at 
a cost of Rs. 20.00 lakhs for housing the Preservation Division. A 
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separate interim repository building is to be constructed at a cost of 
Rs. 47.00 lakhs to accommodate semi-current records. The construction 
will commence during 1995-96. 

For 1995-96 the proposal for the construction of a Library Building 
in the State Archives has been approved by the State Government and a 
sum of Rs. 25.00 lakhs has been earmarked for the same. 

West Bengal: Construction of functional Archival building of th,s 
State Archives has already been started. For construction of building a sum 
of Rs. 90.00 lakhs was provided in the last year’s budget. In the current 
year 1995-96 a sum of Rs. 1.00 Crore has been alloted. Further 
Rs. 20,60,000/- has been alloted for the development of Archives. 

Recommendation I: To bring out publication ‘Indian Historical 
Records Commission—A Restrospect’. 

National Archives of India: The publication, 'Indian Historical Re¬ 
cords Commission—A Restrospect, Part-II 1948—94’ has been sent for 
printing. 

Recommendation II: Guidelines for improving working of the 
Regional Records Survey Committees. 

National Archives of India : The Recommendation was forwarded 
to all State/Union Territory Archives Departments requesting them to 
initiate steps to implement the Recommendation. The replies received from 
the State Archives are as follows : 

Andhra Pradesh: The State Government has reconstituted the Regional 
Historical Records Survey Committee under the Chairmanship of the 
Hon’blc Minister Incharge of Archives, Government of Andhra Pradesh 
for a period of two years from 18 June 1994. 

Delhi: The proposal for reconstitution of the Regional Records Survey 
Committee for the National Capital Territory of Delhi is under consideration 
of State Government. 

Goa: Work will be undertaken after getting necessary grants from 
National Archives of India. 

Gujarat:The Regional Records Survey Committee has been reconsti¬ 
tute in the State for a period of two years from 22 October 1993. 

Haryana: The Regional Records Survey Committee has been recon¬ 
stituted for a period of two years from 10 November 1993. 

Kerala:The proposal has been sent to the State Government to re¬ 
constitute the Regional Records Survey Committees as per the direction 
of National Archives of India in accordance with the revised guidelines. 
The proposal is under the consideration of State Government and orders 
are awaited. 



137 


Maharashtra: Regional Records Survey Committee for Nagjmr Region 
has beer, created, but still there has been no progress in Survey work or 
in collection of the private records. Regional Records Survey Committees 
in other regions of Maharashtra State have not yet been created. 

Rajasthan : The Regional Records Survey Committee has been re¬ 
constituted. The Committee has been surveying and listing the records 
available with Zamindars/Thikanas. 

Tamil Nadu: The State Government has constituted four Regional 
Committees, namely Madras Regional Committee, Tiruchirappally 
Regional Committee, Madurai Regional Committee and Salem Regional 
Committee for Survey of Historical Records for a period of three years 
from 25 July 1993 

West Bengal : The Regional Records Survey Committee has been re¬ 
constituted in the S f ate for a period of two years from 23 December 1993. 

Recommendation Ill: Presentation of papers by the State Archives 
on their latest acquisition. 

National Archives of India : The circular was issued to all State 
Archives tor necessary^action. 

Recommendation IV : Drafting of an appeal for liberalization of 
rules regarding access to maps and presenting the same to Prime Minister 
of India by a small delegation of members for his consideration and 
intervention in the matter. 

National Archives of India : The matter was taken up With the Survey 
of India for liberalizing access rules but no positive response was received. 
At the same time efforts were initiated to obtain the views of senior 
members of the Commission regarding modalities for presenting the appeal 
to the Prime Minister, but the issue remained unresolved. The matter was 
placed before the Standing Committee at its 16th meeting held on 21 July 
1995. The Commission noted that since a very high powered Committee had 
been constituted by the Government of India to examine the matter, 
there did not appear any need for insisting on the submission of an appeal 
to the Prime Minister at present. In the first instance H.R.M. who is the 
President of the Indian Historical Records Commission may be requested 
to write to the Union Home Minister to look into the matter. 

Important Resolutions/Recommendation passed at the earlier Sessions 
HI. Recommendation of the 48th Session, Gandhinagar, 5-6 June, 1982. 

Procurement of microfilm copies of the erstwhile Pondicherry records in 
possesion of France to the Government of India 

A recommendation regarding transfer of removed archives of erstwhile 
Pondicherry Administration in France to the Government of India was 
adopted at the 48th Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission 
held at Gandhinagar in June 1982. 
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At the 16th meeting of the Standing Committee held on 21 Ju!y 
1995, members had been informed that in pursuance of efforts made by 
the National Archives of India, the Government of Franoe had agreed to 
receive one Indian Archivist and one technician for 2 weeks and 3-4 
months respectively for microfilming documents of Indian interest in 
France. 

In pursuance of the above Officials from National Archives of India 
were deputed to France in 1993 and 1994 to discuss and finalize modalities, 
and tike up the actual work of microfilming. So far 77 rolls of microfilms 
of records of Indian interest in the Archives at Aix-en-Provence have been 
prepared. The work of microfilming is proposed to be continued in consulta¬ 
tion with the French side. 

The above information was placed before the Standing Committee at 
its 16;h meeting held on 21 July 1995. The Committee noted the action 
taken by the National Archives of India in the matter. 

IV. Resolutions of the 49th Session, Sara] Kund (Haryana), 29-30 June, 

1985. 

Expediting Publication of Volumes under Towards Freedom Project 

(Resolution HI) 

The following Resolution was adopted at the 49th Session of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission held at Suraj Kund (Haryana) in 
June 1985 : 

Resolution HI : Recalling Resolution III passed at the 39th Session 
of the Commission, in pursuance of which the project ‘Towards 
Freedom’ was launched, and expressing deep concern over the 
very slow progress made in the implementation of this important 
project, the Indian Historical Records Commission resolves that 
a Sub-Committee of its Standing Committee be constituted to go 
into the matter in order to expedite the publication of the 
volumes of the ‘Towards Freedom’ project and to ensure their 
optimum quality. 

And also resolves that the Government of India be requested to ensure 
that all the research material collected for the project is safely 
deposited in the National Archives of India, in due course, for 
the use of scholars and for proper preservation. 

In pursuance of the Resolution III adopted at the 49th Session of 
Indian I-iislorical Records Commission, Indian Council of H : storical 
Research was requested to initiate action to transfer Material collected for 
Volume I to the National Archives of India. The Director of the Council 
had, however, stated that the material would be transferred after work on 
all the volumes had been completed as the same might be required for 
reference purpose for other volumes. 
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The mater was placed before the Standing Committee at its 14th 
Meeting. The Committee felt that the Indian Council of Historical Research 
might be requested to prepare duplicate copies of the material being collect¬ 
ed by it so that one copy of the same could be passed on as a measure 
of security to the National Archives of India as also in the interest of 
scholarship, after the relevant volume had been brought out. Similar steps 
might also be taken by the Indian Council of Historical Research in respect 
of the material collected for Vo’ume-I. The matter was again taken up 
with I.C.H.R. but the Director I.C.H.R. vide letter dated 8 April, 1995, 
had intimated that preparation of volumes was in progress and the question 
of transfer of material would be placed before the appropriate Committee 
for a decision in the matter. 

The above information was placed before the Standing Committee 
at its 16th Meeting held on 21 July, 1995. The Committee advised that 
the matter might be pursued and upto date position regarding the schedule 
for publication of the rjmaining volumes may be obtained from the Indian 
Council of Historical Research and placed before the Commission for 
its information. 

Transfer of Intelligence Bnrean Records concerning Freedom Straggle on 
selective basis to National Archives of India (Resolution IV) 

The following Resolution was passed by the Indian Historical Records 
Commiss'on at die 49th Session held at Suraj Kund (.Haryana) in 
June, 1985 : 

Resolution IV: The Commission resolves that concerned agencies of 
the Government of India be requested to transfer to the National 
Archives of India, the records of the Intelligence Bureau pertain¬ 
ing to our freedom struggle on selective basis atleast, and in 
consultation with the Director,* National Archives of India. 

The matter was taken up with the Intelligence Bureau, but inspite of 
sincere efforts made by the National Archives of India, no tangible results 
could be achieved in implementing the Resolution owing to the rigid stand 
taken fcv the Intelligence Bureau. The matter was taken up with the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, which convened a meeting on 8 January, 1990 
under the Chairmanship of Joint Secretary (IS) to sort out the matter. 
However, nothing concrete emerged from the meeting. Thereafter the 
matter was placed before the Indian H ; storical Records Commission at 
its’ 53rd Session held at Guwahati in February, 1990. The Commission 
while discussing the matter, a’ongwith another Resolution received for 
the 53rd Session concerning access to Police and Intelligence Records, 
felt that in view of the sensitive nature of those records, it would be better 

♦Since re-designated Director General of Archives w. e. f. 1 June, 1990. 

10—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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to await the results of the new Information Policy being formulated by the 
then Government of India. However, it was agreed that some guidelines could 
be worked out by the Commission on the basis of which a select group 
of members could discuss the matter with the concerned authorities in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for working out a reasonable policy in 
regard to those records. 

Since no information po’icy was forthcoming, the position was placed 
before the Standing Committee of the Commission at its 15th meeting 
held on 3 March, 1992. Considering the importance of the subject and the 
rigid stand of the Intelligence Bureau, members suggested that the matter 
might be taken up at the highest level by the Chairman of the Standing 
Committee. The Chairman, however, advised that it would be better to 
await the proposed legislation on Public Records which would facilitate 
transfer of and access to such records. This was endorsed by the Indian 
Historical Records Commission at its 54th Session, held in April, 1992. 


The Public Records Act has since been passed by Parliament in 
December, 1993 and has become operative w.e.f. 1 March, 1995. Steps arc 
presently underway to constitute the Archival Advisory Board with the 
following Members, for the implementation of the Act ; 

1. Secretary to the Government of India in the Ministry Chairmen Ex-Officio 
of Central Government dealing with Culture. 

2. One Officer not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the Member Ex-Officio 
Government of India each from the Cabinet Secretariat, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Defence, Ministry 
of External Affairs, Ministry of Finance and Ministry 
of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pension. 

3. Two representatives not below the rank of Joint Secretary Member 
in the Union Territory Administration to be nominated 

by the Central Government. 


4. Three persons to be nominated by the Central Govern- Member 
ment for a peuod not exceeding three years, one being an 
Archivist and two being Professors in the Post-Graduate 
Depattment of History in any recognised University. 

5 . Director General of Archives. Member-Secretary 

Ex-Officio 


The above information was placed before the Standing Committee at 
its 16th meeting held on 21 July,-1995. Considering the importance of the 
subject the Committee was of the view that with the passing of the Public 
Records Act, the matter may be referred to the Archival Advisory Board 
which is presently under constitution by the Government of India. 
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APPENDIX IX 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
1991—93 


Administration: The Staff strength of National Archives of India, New 
Delhi, including that of Regional Office at Bhopal and Records Centres at 
Jaipur and Pondicherry as on 31 March, 1993 was as follow: 


Category 

Sanctioned 

strength 

Functional 

strength 

Vacan¬ 

cies 

Group 'A* Gazetted 

. 

23 

16 

7 

Group ‘B* Gazetted . • 

• 

68 

61 

7 

Group (Non-Gazctted) 

. 

90 

56 

34 

Group ‘C Ministerial/Non-Ministerial . 

• 

226 

182 

44 . 

Group‘P* ♦ . ■ . 

- 

168 

161 

7 

Total 


575 

476 

99 


Budget: During 1991-92 a sum of Rs. 199.28 lakhs was spent aga : nst 
budget allocation of Rs. 192.60 lakhs on the Non-plan side and Rs. 31.72 
lakhs was spent out of a provision of Rs. 200.00 lakhs on the plan side, 
while in 1992-93, a sum of Rs. 225.76 lakhs was spent against budget 
allocation of Rs. 197.00 lakhs on the Non-plan side and Rs. 46.49 lakhs 
was spent out of a provision of Rs. 161.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 
190 V 94 a provision of Rs. 203.00 lakhs was made on the Non-plan side 
and Rs. 175.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Projects t Annual plans of National Archives of India for 1992-93 
and 199^-94 in respect of the following on-going plan schemes were 
prepared and submitted to' Department of Culture: 

(i) Expansion of Records Management. 

(«') Expansion of National Register of Private Records. 

(iii) Expansion of Repair and Reprography. 

(iv) Guide to the Sources of Asian History. 

(v) Expansion of Administration and Library. 

(vi) Expansion of activities of the School of Archival Studies. 

{ vii) Listing of Records and Reference Media including Computerisa¬ 
tion of Records of National Archives of India. 

(viii) Acquisition of microfilm copies of records from abroad. 
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fix) Financial Assistance for preservation of manuscripts. 

(x) Financial Assistance to the Archival Repositories of States/ 
Union Territory Adnrn'strations. 

Besides, revised proposals of the Department in connection with on¬ 
going plan schemes, for the VUIth Five Year Plan (1992—97) was sent 
to Department of Culture. 

Under the Scheme of Financial Assistance for preservation of manu¬ 
scripts to voluntary organisations, educational institutions, universities, 
libraries and museums, four meetings of the Grants Committee were held 
on 29 July 1991, 2 January 1992, 10 July 1992 and 1 December 1992, 
153 applications received from various organisations/institutions and 
universities were placed before the Committee at the aforesaid meetings, 
and an amount of Rs. 15.52 lakhs was granted to 25 organisations/institu¬ 
tions during 1991-92 and Rs. 17.85 lakhs to 29 organisations during 
1992-93. 

finder the Scheme of Financial Assistance for ' Development of 
Archival Repositories of State Governments, etc., four meetings of the 
Grants Committee were held on 30 July 1991, 3 January 1992, 10 July 
1992 and 1 December 1992 and as per recommendations of the Com¬ 
mittee. a sum of Rs. 27.30 lakhs was re’eased to 10 State Archives during 
1991-92 and Rs. 14.85 lakhs to 6 State Archives during 1992-93. 

In March 1993, Government of India approved the proposal for 
expanding the scope of the Scheme of Financial Assistance for Develop¬ 
ment of State/Umon Territory Archives. The revised scheme provides for 
a grant of Rs. 2.50 lakhs per year to each State Archives for repair and 
preservation of private records located and listed by Regional Records 
Survey Committees. 

Building: The construction of annexe building (Stack/Tower Block) 
was completed, and it was inaugurated by Shri Arjun Singh, 11001)16 
Minister of Human Resource Development on 3 December, 1991. 

Shelving system was provided to it on First and Fourth to Sixth 
Floors. Miscellaneous work was underway in Ground Floor in order to 
make it suitable for housing Research Room as well as the Library. Some 
additional alterations were being done in Northern side of Ground floor to 
make it suitable for Technical Wing of the Department. 

Meanwhile the C.P.W.D. (Architectural Wing) was requested to 
expedite preparation of preliminary drawings of the Service Block in order 
to incorporate some modifications suggested by this Department. 

Energisation of 33 K.V. electric Sub-station of ND.M.C. after 
sanction of 2858 K.W. of bulk load and subsequent commissioning of air- 
conditioning plant in the annexe building was completed. 
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Reference: Media 


Reference Media to the following series of Private Papers were prepared : 
Check List 


Name of the Collection 


Inclusive 

years 

Bulk 

(i) P. D. Tandon Papers 


1911—60 

13333 item* 

(ii) L&la Murlidhar Papers 

. 

1882—1944 

95 „ 

(iii) K. M. Cariappa Papers 

• • 

1934—80 

50?. .. 

(iv) C. P. Ramaswami Aiycr Papers (in microfilm) 

1930—62 

8492 „ 

(v) Delhi Court Papers 

• 

1914, 1933 

1949, 1957 

2636 „ 

(vi) S. S. Rawal Papers 

• • 

1919—52 

2673 

(vii) U. S. Jhansi Naiaital Club Papers 

• 

1836—1951 
(with gaps) 

4655 

(viii) Sardar Patel Papers (in microfilm) 


1945—50 

13212 „ 

(ix) Dadabhai Naoroji Papers 

• 

1896, 

1901—02 

3 „ 

(x) Jairamdas Daulatram Papers . 

* 

1956 

3 

Subject List 

(i) Dr. Rajendra Prasad Papers . 


1922—63 

6823 „ 

(ii) Gandhi Polak Papers 


1899—1951 
(with gaps) 

1745 ., 

(iii) Chamber of Commerce 


1836—1962 

3683 

(iv) M. R. Series .... 


1800-1956 

11962 „ 

(v) History of Freedom Movement Papers 


1798-1943 

2769 „ 

(vi) S. S. Bhatnagar Papers 


1942—1954 

615 

(vii) Khan Bahadur Ahmad Bakhsh Papers 


1923—1949 

404 

(viii) K. M. Munshi Papers (in microfilms) 


1913—40 
(with gaps) 

275 „ 

(ix) B. N. Pandey Collection 


1946—54 

44 .. 

(x) Apa Saheb Bala Saheb Pant Papers 


1965—70 

7 .. 


Oriental Records 

Descriptive Docketing of Inayat Jang Collection : 10,895 documents 
pertaining to the reign of Muhammad Shah (1719—48) were descriptively 
docketed. 

Chronological Arrangement of Inayat Jang Collection: (i) 6,000 

documents were chronologically arranged and given progressive numbers; 
(ii) 1,800 documents were assigned classified numbers; and (iii) 13,000 
documents of post-Aurangzeb’s period were classified. 
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Descriptive List ot Persian Correspondence 1803, Volume III: The 

work of checking/rnodification and comparison of 920 letters was complet¬ 
ed. Index slips of the whole text were prepared and stencilling of the 
volume was in progress. 

Descriptive List of Persian Correspondence 1804, Volnme-IV; 

Descriptive list and scrutiny of the volume was completed and glossary 
was prepared. 

Catalogue of Mughal Seals VoIume-II found an Original Receipts and 
Mutiny Papers : The volume was cyclostyled and the draft preface was 
under preparation. 

Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers in the National Archives of India, 
Bhopal Voluine-Vl : The work of descriptive listing and comparison of the 
text was completed. The draft of the volume was finalised and Introduction 
was rtrepared. 

Calendar of Miscellaneous Persian Documents: The work of Calendar¬ 
ing of the volume was completed. Draft introduction and glossary were 
being finalized. 

Computerisation of Records : The revised proposal of the Computer 
Maintenance Corporation Ltd. regarding Computerisation of Records of 
the National Archives of India was approved by the Department of 
Electronics in March 1992. The Department of. Culture forwarded the 
approved proposal to the Plann ng Commission for according necessary 
approval for implement'ng the Scheme during the VUIth Five Year Plan 
period (1992—97). The proposal has since been approved by the Planning 
Commission subject to the cost of proposal submitted by the Computer 
Maintenance Corporation Ltd. being restricted to Rs. 50.00 lakhs. 
Computer Maintenance Corporation Ltd. was accordingly requested to 
submit revised estimates as per directive of the Planning Commission. 

Guide to Records : Introductory notes on the organisational history 
alongwith write-ups of the following Residencies/Agencies, their predecessor 
and successor bodies for guide to Records in the National Archives of 
India (Parts X and XI) were completed. 

(i) Kashmir Residency (1891—1950) 

(ii) Bagholkhand Agency (1805—1936) 

(iii) Bundelkhand Agency (1805—1949) 

(ivj Central India Agency (1804—1947) 

(v) Malwa and Southern States Agency (1815—1947) 

(vi) Eastern States Agency (1933—1947) 

(vii) Bhopal Agency (1802—1947) 

(viii) Indore Residency (1818—1916) 
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(ix) Sikkim Agency (1903—1937) 

(x) Bhopawar Political Agency (1801—1934) 

(xi) Chhattisgarh States Agency (1901—1947) 

(xii) Gwalior Residency (1781—1948) 

(xiii) Kalat Agency (1861—1873) 

(xiv) Western Rajputana States Agency/Rcsidency (1805—1951) 

(xv) Mewar and Southern Rajputana States Agency (1826—1947) 

(xvi) Jaipur Agency/Residency (1818—1952) 

(xvii) Rajputana States Agency/Residency (1805—1954) 

(xviii) Orissa States Agency (1917—1947) 

(xix) Bikaner Agency (1835—1920) 

(xx) Eastern Rajputana States Agency (1853—1948) 

(xxi) Haraoti and Tonk Agency (1830—1936) 

(xxii) Western India and Gujarat States Agency/Residency (1802— 
1947) 

(xxiii) Alwar Political Agency (1858—1924) 

(xxiv) Kathiawar Political Agency/Eastern Kathiawar Political Agency/ 
Western Pel'tical Agency/Office of Regiona 1 Commissioner for 
Kathiawar and Gujarat States (1809—1944) 

(xxv) Baroda Residency/Gujarat Agency/Gujarat States Agency and 
Baroda Residency (1865—1947) 

(xxvi) Kolhapur Residency and Deccan States Agency/Ofliccs of the 
Officer on Special Duty and the Regional Commissioner, 
Kolhapur and Deccan States (1934—1947) 

(xxvii) Cutchh Political Agency (1813—1924) 

(xxviii) Rewakantha Political Agency (1805—1947) 

(xxix) Sabarkantha Agency (1935—1944) 

(xxx) Mahikantha Political Agency (1821—1933) 

(xxxi) Nepal Residency (1837—1922) 

(xxxii) Palanpur Agency/Banaskantha Agency (1817—1930) 

(xxxiii) Basra/Baghdad Residency (1756—1915) 

Baghdad Embassy (1915—1933) 

(xxxiv) Travancore and Cochin Residency (1759—1924) 

(xxxv) Madras States Agency/Residency (1923—1947) 

Records Management 

Implementation of Archival Policy Resolutions 17th and 18th Reports 
of Director General of Archives on the imp'ementation of the Archival 
Policy Resolution covering the period 1989-90 and 1990-91 respectively 
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were distributed among the Ministries, Departments and Offices of the 
Government of India for their information and necessary action. The 
19th Report was meanwhile approved by Department of Culture and sent 
for printing, while collection of information for compiling 20th Report 
was in progress. 

Appraisal of Records: During 1991—93 2,00,322 non-current records 
of the following Ministries/Departments lying in their custody and 
unappraised records which had been earlier transferred to this Depart¬ 
ment were appraised : Cabinet Secretariat (1942—64) ; Home Depart¬ 
ment f 1873—1947) ; Ministry of External Affairs (1903—68); Ministry 
of Commerce (1902—67) ; Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 
(1953—66) ; Ministry of Steel (1946—68) ; Ministry of Surface Trans¬ 
port (1925—67) ; Ministry of Urban Development (1956—65) ^Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (1961—64) ; 
Department of Agriculture and Co-operation (1956—67) ; Department of 
Expenditure (1953—66); Department of Industrial Development 
(1947—65) ; Department of Personnel and Training (Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions) (1913—66) ; Land and 
Development Office (Ministry of Urban Development) (1912—65) ; 
Department of Supply (1921—67) ; Railway Board (1923—67) ; 
Directorate General of Employment and Training (1956—67) ; Directorate 
of Printing (1946—67) ; Surveyor General’s Office, Dehradun 
(1887—1962) and Regional Office of the Textile Commissioner, Kanpur 
(1958—67). Out of these 70% files were marked for retention and 30% 
for destruction. While appraising these records, Retention Schedule for 
Records common to all Departments issued by the Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Appendix 25 of the 
Central Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure, Appendix 13 of the 
General Financial Rules and Retention Schedule for Records dealing with 
substantive functions of the Ministries/Depaitments/Offices were kept in 
view. 

Scrutiny of Retention Schedules for Records: On the spot studies of 
records of the following Ministrics/Departments were completed and their 
study reports were forwarded to the respective Offices for implementation : 

I. Ministry of Home Affairs 

(i) Directorate-General of Central Reserve Police Force, New Delhi. 

Cii) National Institute of Cr'minology and Forensic Science. New 
Delhi. 

(iii) Office of the Zonal Council Secretariat, New Delhi. 

II. Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(i) Films Division, Bombay (Revised). 

(ii) Directorate General All India Radio, New Delhi. 

(iii) Directorate General Doordarshan, New Delhi. 
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in. Ministry of Agriculture 

(i) Regional Station for Forage Production and Demonstration, 
Suratgarh, Rajasthan. 

(ii) Directorate of Economics and Statistics, New Delhi. 

IV. Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(i) Department of Culture, New Delhi. 

(ii) Department of Education, New Delhi. 

(iii) Anthropological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

V. Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs (Revised) 

VI. Ministry of Labour 

Directorate General. Factory Advice Service and Labour 
Institute, Mumbai. 

VII. Ministry of Indnstry 

(i) Office of the Salt Commissioner, Jaipur, Rajasthan (Revised). 

(ii) Directorate General of Technical Development, New Delhi 

(Rev'sed) 

VIII. Ministry of Finance 

Security Printing Press, Nashik Road, Nashik. 

IX. Ministry of Defence 

(i) Ministry of Defence, New Delhi (Revised). 

(ii) Directorate of Technical Development and Production (Air), 
New Delhi 

X. Ministry of Commerce 

Custodian of Enemy Property for India, Mumbai. 

XI. Ministry of Environment, Forests and Wild-life 

Zonal Office of the Forest Survey of India. Calcutta. 

XII. Ministry of Urban Development, New Delhi 

XIII. Ministry of Textiles 

Weavers Service Centre, Calcutta. 

Study Reports alongwith vetted Retention Schedules for records ol 
the following Ministries/Departments/Offices completed earlier were for¬ 
warded to the concerned agencies for implementation : 

!. Ministry of Environment and Forests 

Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta (Revised). 
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II. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

Central Leprosy Teaching and Research Institute, Chengalpattu, 
Chennai. 

III. Ministry of Law and Justice 

(i) Legislative Department, New Delhi (Revised). 

(ii) Department of Legal Affairs, New Delhi (Revised). 

IV. Ministry of Railways 

Railway Board. 

V. Ministry of Agriculture 

Central Institute of Coastal Engineering for Fishery, Bangalore. 

VI. Ministry of Urban Development 

(i) Government of India Press, Minto Road, New Delhi (Revised). 

(ii) Government of India Press, Mayapuri New Dc'hi (Revised). 

VII. Department of Electronics, New Delhi 

VIII. Department of Space, Bangalore 

Similarly spot studies of records of the following offices were 
completed and their study reports and Retention Schedules were in various 
stages of finalisation : 

I. Ministry of Home Affairs 

National Crime Records Bureau, New Delhi. 

II. Ministry of Defence 

Office of the Director-General. Armed Forces Medical Services, New 
Delhi. 

III. Ministry of Agriculture 

Directorate of Marketing and inspection, Faridabad (Revised). 

IV. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

( : ) Department of Health (Revised). 

(ii) Department of Family Welfare (Revised). 

(iii) Safdarjunc Hospital, New Delhi. 

(iv) Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, New De'hi. 

V. Ministry of Urban Development 

(i) Joint Controller of Patents and Designs, Patent Office, Calcutta. 

(ii) Deputy Controller of Patents and Designs, Patent Office, New 
Delhi. 
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Advisory work: The Departmental Record Rooms of the following 
Ministries/Departments were inspected and necessary guidance for better 
management and preservation of records was tendered ; 

Ministries o* Home Affairs, Defence, External Affairs, Information 
and Broadcas ing, Commerce, Science and Technology, Civil Aviation, 
Agriculture and Co-operaticn, Labour, Law and Justice, Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, Surface Transport, Urban Development, Steel, Environment 
and Forests, President’s Secretariat, Planning Commission, Railway Board, 
Departments of Expenditure, Economic Affairs, Education, Legal Affairs, 
Supply, Posts, Fertilizers, Personnel and Training, Telecommunications, 
Revenue, Rehabilitation Division, Directorate General of Technical Deve¬ 
lopment, Office of the Chief Controller of Imports and Exports, Directorate 
General of Supplies and D : sposals all in New Delhi and Department of 
Atomic Energy, Mumbai, and Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, 
Ghaziabad. 

Besides advice on recording, reviewing and indexing of files was 
tendered to the following Offices : 

President Secretariat, Indus Water Commission of the Ministry' of 
Water Resources, New Delhi; Fishery Survey of India, Mumbai; Voca¬ 
tional Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped, Institute of Wood Science 
and Technology, Central Poultry Institute and Southern Circle Office of 
the Survey of India, all in Bangalore ; Directorate of Jute Development, 
All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, Indian Museum and 
Anthropological Survey of India and Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation, ali in Calcutta. 

Framing of a Archival Law: The Bill on Public Records was passed 
by R'vjya Sabha on 23 February 1993. 

Bill on Records of National Importance: The Bill was being processed 
in the Department cf Cu'ture/Legislative Department. 

Arrangement and Servicing of Records : 83,785 files, 343 volumes and 
3,036 pages were checked, 53,224 files, 3,365 volumes and 1,925 bundles 
were arrnuged/'re-arranged and 38,982 files/volumes amalgamated. 70.139 
requisitions for records were attended to and 67,336 files/volumes restored. 
6,653 maps were checked and arranged. Besides 1,425 requisitions for 
maps/volumes/memoirs were attended to. 

Research and Reference 

2,421 scholars availed of research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment, 807 new scholars were enrolled. Of these 72 scholars were from 
foreign countries namely Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France. 
Germany, Italy. Japan, Nepal, Norway, Pakistan, Russia, U.K. and U.S.A. 
70.021 documents, books and microfilm rolls were requisitioned by 
research scholars. 326 requests for information from public and private 
agencies were received and attended to. 
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Publication Programme 

The Indian Archives: Volume XXXVI, No. 2 (July— December 
1987), Volume XXXVII, No. 1 (January—June 1988), Volume XXXVII, 
No. 2 (July—December 1988), Volume XXXVIII, No. 1 (January— 
June 1989), Volume XXXVIII, No. 2 (July—December 1989) and 
Volume XXXIX, No. 1 (January—June 1990) were brought out. Printed 
copies ot Volume XXXIX, No. 2 (July—December 1990) were awaited 
from the Press. 

Annual Report of the National Archives of India: Annual Report for 

the years 1990 and 1991 were printed and distributed. 

National Register of Private Records : Volume 17 was brought out 
and distributed. 

Bulletin of Research Theses and Dissertations : Volume IS was 
brought out and distributed, while compilation of volume 16 was 
completed. 

Khntut-i-Azad : Based on letters of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was 
published. 

Indian Historical Records Commission : Proceedings Volumes SO and 
S3 were received from the press and distributed. 

Swatantra Swaram (in Telugu) : Comprising prescribed Telugu poems 
in the custody of National Archives of India was brought out. 

Catalogue of Revenue Maps: Volume II, Parts i, ii and iii (1853— 
1875) were brought out. 

Other Publications : The following Publications were also brought out: 

(i) Guide to Restoration of Documents. 

(ii) Micrographics for Archives and Libraries. 

(iii) Abhilekhon-ka-Pumarlekhan (in Hindi). 

(iv) Guidelines for control and Prevention of Termites in Archives 
and Libraries. 

(v) Pralekhon, Pandulipion, Tatha Dushprapya Pustakon ka Abhi- 
rakshan Aur Pratisanskar (in Hindi). 

(vi) Fire Prevention, Detection and Control in Archives and 
Libraries. 

The following Publications were under preparation/print: 

(i) The Indian Archives s Volume XL, No. 1 (January—June 1991) 
was under print while Volume XL, No. 2 (July—December 
1991) was under preparation. 
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(ii) Annual Report of the National Archives of India : Annual Report 

of 1992 was under print. 

(iii) National Register of Private Records : Typescript of Volume 18 was 

under preparation. 

(iv) Bulletin of Research Theses and Dissertations : Material received 

for Volume 17 was scrutinized. 

(v) Elements of Conservation and Records Management was under 

print. 

(vi) Guidelines for Scientific Storage of Records was under print. 

Conservation 

Technical Advice and Services: Technical information/advicc on 
various aspects of records was supplied/tcndcred to 78 agencies. Among 
these were : Ministry of Science and Technology, Jamia Hamdard Univer¬ 
sity, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Bureau of Indian 
Standards (MSDC), Indian Association for Conservation of Cultural 
Properly, Rail Transport Museum, National Gallery of Modem Art, all in 
New Delhi; State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Goa, 
Gujarat, Karnataka. Madhya Pradesh, Pondicherry, Punjab, Haryana, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Central Records and Documenta¬ 
tion Centre, Pun?; Central Research Institute, Kasauli; Aurobindo 
Ashram Archives and Research Library, Pondicherry ; Tata Sons Ltd., 
Mumbai; Oriental Research Institute, Tirupati; Punjab Regiment Centre, 
Ramgarh Cantt., Bihar ; National Research Laboratory for Conservation 
of Cultural Property, Lucknow; Arbi-Farsi Shodh Sanstban, Tonk, 
Rajasthan; Asiatic Society, Calcutta ; Sangeet Karyalaya, Hathras, Uttar 
Pradesh ; St. Joseph’s Pontificial College, Aluva, Kerala; Guru Nanak Dev 
University, Amritsar; Survey of India, Dehradun; Institute Royal du 
Patrimoine Artisfique, Brussels ; Italian Society for Non-Destructive Testing, 
Monitoring and Diagnostics, Brescia, Italy; Editor, JANUS (ICA) 
Netherlands ; 1FLA, Nairobi. 

Testing of various preservative materials like Tissue paper, laminated 
sheets, PVA adhesive, ledger paper etc., were conducted in the Conserva¬ 
tion Research Laboratory of the Department. New apparatus and equip¬ 
ment, like Fogging machine, weighing balance, hand sprayers, chemicals 
etc., were installed while hot plate and distillation unit were purchased. 
Besides, practical training was imparted to the trainees of One Year 
Diploma Course and Students of short-term training courses. 

Development of high grade tissue paper: Efforts were continued for 
development of tissue paper indigenously.- One batch of tissue paper 
received from M/s Khadi and Village Industries Commission, Dehradun 
was tested ar.d found to be generally satisfactory. However, it needed 
even distribution of fibre and clear transparency. The Director, Khadi 
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and Village Industries Commission was requested to make arrangements 
for a few more trials. 

Development of Cellulose Acetate Powder : This Department has been 
so far relying on imported Cellulose Acetate Foil and tissue paper for 
reinforcement of old and fragile documents. However considering its high 
cost, difficult supply and tight foreign exchange position for importing the 
same, efforts were being made to develop the substitute of the foil indige- 
neously. A number of experiments were tried and subsequently a suitab’e 
formulation was developed by mixing cellulose acetate powder paste in 
acetone incorporating a plasticisor and spreading agent. 

Various types of documents were repaired using this paste alongwith 
tissue paper and were examined before and after ageing. Satisfactory 
results were obtained and the paste was used in the Department for general 
repair work. To further judge the efficacy of the paste on a broader scale 
the paste was supplied for repair work to the Regional Office at Bhopal, 
Jaipur and Pondicherry Centres of the Department. 

Modification of Maida Paste: The Conservation Research Laboratory 
of the Department developed maida paste containing 0.3% Sodium 
Pentachlorophenol. The suitability of the paste was confirmed by effectively 
trying the paste on large scale. The paste has been recommended for 
repair of archival documents. 

Experiments with Fumigation Chamber : Experiments were initiated 
with the newly acquired portable fumigation chamber. To find an effective 
method to disinfect fungus infected documents a culture medium of “agar- 
agar” (mixture of agarose and agarapect) was prepared and infected with 
fungus spores. The fungus thus developed was transferred to papers 
having different sizing in them. 

For General fumigation, effect of rising temperature was observed on 
insects (Cockroach) and paper in the fumigation vault. 

Repair and Rehabilitation of Records : The following output was 


achieved: 

(i) Air-cleaning and fumigation. 1,380 bundles, 

100 volumes, 
4 cycles 

(ii) Flattening . . . . . . • ' • 14,795 sheets 

(iii) Guarding 1,00,103 sheets 

(iv) Lamination (Hand & Machine) .... 1,26,089 sheets 

(v) Repair with tissue paper . . . . . 83,123 sheets 

(vi) Pasting (full) 177 photos, 

10 maps. 
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(vii) Binding 


(viii) Stitching 


• • 


(ix) Application of L. P. Mixture * 

Reprography 

Tne following output was achived : 


1,198 volumes, 

824 Books 
7,939 miscellaneous 
items 

1,254 volumes, 

844 books, 

8,536 miscellaneous 
items 

24,268 volumes 


(i) Microfilming .... 

. . . . 8,03,308 

pages 

(ii) Positive microfilming printing . 

. . . . 568 

rolls 

(iii) Preparation of photo-copies 

. . . . 2,644 

copies 

(iv) Processing .... 

. . . . 1,140 

36 

rolles, 

strips 

(v) Preparation of xerox copies 

. . . . 2,12,577 

copies 


Technical information/advice was tendered to the following agencies : 
State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, University Grants 
Commission, National Buildings Organisation, National Museum all in 
New Delhi; Reliance Industries Ltd., Rasayani, Maharashtra; Administra¬ 
tive Reforms Department, Jaipur, Gcolog'cal Survey of India, Calcutta; 
Oil and Natural Gas Commission, Dehradun ; S.R.C. Universal Institute of 
Orientology, Jaipur and College of Material Management, Jabalpur. 

School of Archival Studies 

Training in Archival Studies: On completion of their Diploma in the 
One Year Course (1990-91) 11 trainees were awarded Diplomas for 
1990-91 Session and 18 trainess in the 1991-92 Session. Among these 
were 13 foreign students from Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Uganda, Kenya, 
Malawi, Bangladesh and Tanzania. Besides 12 trainees including 3 from 
abroad w;re admitted to the Diploma Course 1992-93. 20 extension 
lecture*; were delivered by eminent Scholars/Archivists for the benefit of 
trainees. 


Short-term Certificate Course: Two Sessions each in Reprography, 
Records Management, Care and Conservation of Books, Manuscripts and 
Archives, Servicing and Repair of Records and one Session in Archives 
Administration were conducted during 1991-92 and 1992-93. A total 
number of 115 candidates received training in the aforesaid courses. 

Other Activities: (i) On the request of the Monastery of Tawang, 
Arunachal Pradesh a team of Officials from the Department was deputed 
to the Monastery for imparting training to their Officials in the techniques 
of Repair and Preservation of Manuscripts and Documents. 

11—37 National Archive/ND/96 



(ii) Two workshops viz. (a) U.p-keep and Repair of Records and 
(b) Records Management were organised jointly with the State Archives 
of Himachal Pradesh in Dharmsala from 16—IS March 1992 and 1—3 
March 1993 respectively for the benefit of the State Government 
employees. 

(iii) In collaboration with Genealogical Society of Utah a Seminar 
on “Quality Control Aspects of -Micrographics” was organised at the 
National Archives of India from 6—S November 1991 

Indian Historical Records Commission 

Amendment of the Indian Historical Records Commission Constitu¬ 
tion appointing Union Minister of Human- Resource Development as its 
President was approved.by the Government India. 

The Standing Committee add the Editei r.,1 Committee of the Com¬ 
mission were re-constitutcd. 

Consent was received from Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak 
for holding the 54th Session of Indian Historical Records Commission at 
Rohtak in April 1992, 

15th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Commission was held 
on 3 March 1992 under the Chairmanship of Shri Bhaskar Chose, Secre¬ 
tary, Department of Culture, Government of India. The Committee 
reviewed the progress on implementation of Resolutions adopted by the 
Commission from 40th to 52nd Sessions. It also considered six Resolu¬ 
tions forwarded by the members for the 54th Session. 

A meeting of the Editorial Committee of the Commission was held 
at the National Archives of India on 4 March 1992 under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Prof. Satish Chandra. Six papers were approved for presentation 
at the aforesaid Session. 

The 54th Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission was 
held at Rohtak on 20-21 April 1992. The delegates were welcomed by 
Brig. O. P. Chaudhry, (Retd.) Vice-Chancellor, M. D. University, while 
the Inaugural Address was delivered by Shri Dhanik Lai Mandal, Governor, 
Haryana. Since the Union Minister of Human Resource Development, 
who is President of the Commission could not attend due to some pressing 
engagements, his Presidential Address was read by Shri Bhaskar Ghose, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Indian Historical Records 
Commas'on and Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of India. 
The Director-General of Archives and Secretary, Ind : an Historical Records 
Commission presented his Report on Development of Archives in the 
Country during 1989—92. Dr. S. Arya, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of 
M. D. University presented a vote of thanks. An exhibition of original 
documents and contemporary photographs on ‘Archives and Urbanisation’ 
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was also inaugurated by the Governor, Haryana in which National Archives 
of India and various State Archives participated. A special postage stamp 
on the National Archives of India was also released by the Governor on 
the occasion. 

The Business Session was held in the afternoon of 20 April 1992. 
O) the direedve of Chairman Standing Committee of the Commission, the 
meeting was Chaired by Dr. S. N. Prasad. The meeting discussed the 
Report of the Secretary and reviewed the action taken on earlier Resolu¬ 
tions. Five Resolutions forwarded by members were adopted. These 
related to de-freezing of Col. Phillimore’s Vo umes on Survey of India 
Records, liberalisation of access rules to cartographic records, appointment 
of professionally qualified persons as Heads of Archives in the States, 
priority to construction of functional buildings, appreciation of innovations 
made by National Archives in conservation techniques and materials, and 
extension of greater facilities for development of similar materials by the 
Conservation Research Laboratory of thje National Archives of India. 

The Academic Session was he'd on 21 April 1992 under the Chair¬ 
manship of Prof. S. R. Mehrotra. 3 papers were presented and in the 
absence of the authors 4 papers were taken as read. 

A cultural programme was organised in honour of the delegates and 
they were also taken on an excursion to nearby places of interest. 

Cultural Exchange Programme 

Items pertaining to exchange of Archivists, publications and micro¬ 
films of records of mutual interest were included in the Cultural Exchange 
Programmes finalised with Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Tanzania, Turkmeni¬ 
stan, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, France, Belgium, Vietnam, Maldives, Spain 
and Italy. 

Xerox copies of 3 documents of Indian interest were received from 
Afghanistan unde: Indo-Afghanistan Cultural Exchange Programme 
1990-91. 

Under the Indo-French Cultural Exchange Programme, the Director 
General of Archives visited France from 12—18 November 1992 for hold¬ 
ing discussions with French Authorities and working out modalities for 
microfilming of records of Indian interest in French Repositories. 

Under the aurpices of the Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission on Art and 
Culture, two American Archivists from Smithsonian Institution, Dr. John 
Fleckner and Dr. Wilfiam Moss visited National Archives of India on 9-10 
December 1992 and held discussions on matters of common interest. 
Two lectures viz. (i) American Prcs ; dcntial Libraries as an extension of 
the .National Archives System, and (ii) Archival Profession in the U.S.A. 
were delivered bv Dr Moss and Dr. Fleckner respectively. 
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Committee and Conferences 

1 The Director General of Archives (Dr. R. K. Perti) attended the 

following meetings: 

(i) Meeting in the Department of Culture on 5 April 1991 to chalk 
out various programmes for the centenary celebrations of 
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. 

(ii) Meeting convened by the Government of Punjab at Chandigarh 
on 23 April 1991 to discuss various issues relating to the con¬ 
struction of a Central Record Room. 

(iii) Meeting in the Department of Culture on 22 August 1991 to 
discuss various issues concerning Vrindaban Research Institute, 
Vrindaban. 

Civ) Meeting of the Board of Management of the National Museum 
Institute of Art, Conservation and Museology held at National 
Museum, New Delhi on 30 September 1991. 

(v) The 15th Executive Board meeting of the South and West Asian 
Regional Branch of International Council of Archives 

SWARB1CA) held at Panaji (Goa) from 24—28 November 
991. At this meeting, Director General of Archives, National 
Vrcfiives of India was elected Chairman of SWARBICA. 

(vi) Meetings of the Indian Panel of the Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission 
on Education and Culture held on 8 January 1992, 3—5 
February 1992 and 22 September 1992 in New Delhi. 

(vii) Meeting of the Consultative Committee of Parliament for the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development held on 14 February 
1992 and 25 April 1992 in New Delhi. 

(viii) Meeting held on 17 February 1992 to review the progress in the 
implementation of Indo-Hungarian Cultural Exchange Programme 
1991-92 at Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murti, 
New Delhi. 

(ix) Meeting of the Ministers and Secretaries of Culture from the 
States/Union Territories Administrations on 25-26 May 1992 in 
New Delhi. 

(x) Meeting of the Finance Committee of National Museum Institute 
Ol History, Art Conservation and Museology on 25 June, 1992 
and of its Board of Management held on 20 August 1992 in 
New Delhi. 

(xi) Annual General Body Meeting of Computer Society of India 
(Delhi chapter) on 29 June in New Delhi. 

(xii) Meeting of the Governing Body and combined meeting of me 
Executive Body and Governing Body of North East Zonal 
Cultural Centre on 15 July 1992 in Kohima. 
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(xiii) Meeting to discuss proposals for consideration by Australia-India 
Council held on 20 July 1992 in New Delhi 

(xiv) Meeting of the Committee to design Reference A : ds for Uttar 
Pradesh State Archives on 22 August 1992 at Lucknow. 

(xv) International Congress on ‘Total Quality Control’ held on 
19 January 1993 in New Delhi. 

(xvi) 33rd Annual Meeting of the Indian Council of Historical Research 
held on 3 February 1993 in New Delhi. 

(xvii) Meetings of International Council on Archives held at Montreal 
and Quebec in Canada from 3—12 September 1992 comprising: 

1. Meeting of the Executive Committee; 

2. Meeting of the Commission on Archival Development; 

3. Xllth International Round Table on Archives. 

The Director General of Archives, National Archives of India was 
elected member of the Executive Committee of International Council on 
Archives to represent Asia and Oceania. 

4. Meeting of the Heads of Archives implementing the National 
Guide Projects; 

5. Executive Meeting of SWARBICA ; and 

6. Meeting of Commonwealth Archivists and Records Managers 
at which the Director General of Archives, National 
Archives of India was elected member of the Executive 
Committee. 

II. Shri S. Sarkar, Deputy Director of Archives attended the following 
meetings : 

(i) Meetings of the Governing Council of Vrindaban Research 
Institute on 6 April 1991 and 28 August 1992 at Vrindaban. 

(i!) Meeting of the Documentation Committee of Sangcet Natak 
Academy on 9 May 1992 in New Delhi. 

(iii) Meeting to discuss Draft National Cultural Policy on 4 June 
1992 in New Delhi. 

(iv) Meeting of the Board of Governors, of Thanjavur Maharaja 
Scrfoji’s Saraswati Mahal Library Society on 26 September 1992 
at Thanjavur. 

III. Shri H. D. Singh, Deputy Director of Archives attended the following 

meetings : 

(i) Meeting of the Governing Council of Vrindaban Research 
Institute on 28 August 1991 at Vrindaban 
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(ii) Inter-Departmental meeting convened by the Department of 
Culture cn 26 September 1991 to review the progress in imple¬ 
mentation of the recommendations made in the Report of the 
8tu meeting of the SAARC Techn'cal Committee on Sports, Art 
and Culture. 

(iii) Meeting held at the Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi on 
30 Octoler 1991 to discuss scope of documentation in various 
subjects. 

(iv) 23rd meet : ng of the State Names Authority, Delhi Administra¬ 
tion on 14 November 1991 in the Office of Chief Secretary, 
Delhi Administration, Delhi. 

(v) Meeting in Department of Culture on 16 December 1991 to 
rev ; ew the progress on the implementation of Indo-Chinese 
Cultural Exchange Programme (1991—93). 

(vi) Inter-Departmental Meeting in the Department of Culture on 13 
February 1992 to review progress on the implementation of 
Indo-Hungarian Cultural Exchange Programme (1991—93). 

(vii) Meeting in the Department of Culture on 10 September 1992 to 
consider French proposals and formulate Indian response to them 
for Cultural Exchange Programme. 

(viii) Meeting on National Colloquium held in New Delhi on 16-17 
November 1992 to discuss the ‘Approach Paper on National 
Cultural Policy’. 

IV. On the request of the Government of Manipur, Dr. R. P. Malik, 
Assistant Director of Archives was deputed to Imphal to participate 
in the Archives Week celebrations of Man : pur State Archives from 
26—3C November 1991 and deliver talk on preservation and conserva¬ 
tion of old manuscripts/records. 

V. On the invitation of Government of Pakistan, an Archivist of the 
Department w?.< deputed to attend the SAARC Seminar on Archives 
held at Islambad from 23—27 April 1991. 

VI. Shri A. R. Singh, Librarian attended the XVIIIth All India Conference 
of IASLIC held at Kurukshetra from 26—29 December 1991 where 
he presented a paper on ‘Information Management. in Archives and 
Libraries in India’. 

Towards Freedom Project 

Examination and selection of records by National Archives of India 
for the Project was completed. During the period under report, the 
following material was sent to Indian Council of Historical Research : 

I. National Archives of India : 

(i) Home (Political) Department. 1939—46 

(ii) Political Department, Political Branch. 1938—39 
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(Hi) Roforms Office, ‘G’ Branch „ 

(iv) Nanavati Papers * . . . . .... 

(v) Linlithgow collection . . . . , , 

(vi) Braboume Collection. 

(vii) Hallet Collection. 

(viii) History of Freedom Movement Paper* .. 

(ix) P. D, Tandon Papers . . . , 

(x) C. Rajagopalachari Papers . . . .. 

(xi) Paramountcy Records . . . 

(xii) Central India States Agency , . . . . J . . 

(xiii) Baroda and Gujarat States Agency. 

(xiv) Rsyputana States Agency. 

(xv) Eastern States Agency . . . . . 

(xvi) Mysore Residency States Agency .. 

(xvii) Hyderabad Residency .. 

(xviii) Punjab States Agency. 

(xix) Central and General Subjects . . ... 

(xx) Assam States Agency . 

(xxi) Daily Worker (Newspaper). 

(xxii) Patriotic Writings and Publications proscribed by the Government 
of India. 

(xxiii) Deputy Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, Government of 
Bengal . . . ’ ' T. 

II. Ministry of Defence (Historical Section) 

Red Fort Trial Papers of INA Prisoners- . . 


III. State Archives/Goveraments 

(i) Andhra Pradesh State Archives. 

Judicial, Police and* General, Government of Nizam. 

(ii) Karnataka State Archives , . . 

General and Revenue Secretariat, Government of Mysore. 

(iii) Maharashtra State Archives. 

Home Department (Special Branch), Government of Bombay. 

(iv) Orissa .State Archives . . . . 

Special Section, Records, Government of Orissa,‘Who is Who’com¬ 
pilation Committee Records. 

(v) Punjab State Archives . . .. 

Munshi Khana % Khas Records, Jind State. 

(vi> Tamil .Nadu State Archives . . . . ■ ... 

Home (General) Department, Public (General) Department, Go- 
verment of Madras. 

(vii) Uttar Pradesh State Archives. 

C. L D. Records, Uttar Pradesh. 

(vui) Weri Bengal State Archives . ..... 

Home (Political), Home (Special), Defence Branch, Offlec of De^ 
puty Commissioner of Police Records, Government of Bengal. 


1938 

1944— 45 
1940—43 
1938 

1938 

1939 

1943—47 
1942 —46 

1939- 47 

1940- 47 

1940 47 
1940 46 

1941- 46 

1941- 45 
1940 47 
1940-46 
1942 

1944 -46 
1940—45 

1938—40 

1938—47 

1945— 46 

1940—44 
*1941—47 
1938-48 
1938—40 

1940-47 

1938 

1942- 46 
1940—43 
1938—45 
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la addition 10,325 xerox copies (1938—45) were sent to the 
Volume Editors on their request. 

Guide to'Sources of Asian History 

Volume 3.2 of the Project was published during the period under 
report. The Volume covers records of eight Ministries housed in National 
Archives of India v z. Defence, External Affairs, Law, Scicnt'fic Research 
and Cultural Affairs, Health, Steel, Mines and Fuel, Transport and Com¬ 
munication and Community Development and Co-operation. Besides, the 
volume also includes write-ups on Private Papers in the custody of National 
Archives of Ind ! a and a note on the collection of rare material in the 
Departmental Library. 

Draft write-ups for Volumes 3.3, 3.4 and 3.5 were received from 
State Archives of Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West 
Bengal These were exam'ned and comments forwarded to the concerned 
State Archives. 

The work pertaining to the compilation of draft of Volume 3.6 was 
taken up. Information received from a total of 192 custodial institutions 
was incorporated in the approved format. Preface and Introduction to 
Volume 3.6 were drafted and submitted for approval. 

Programme and Publicity 

In order to create archival consciousness among the people the 
following steps were taken : 

Exhibitions : (i) An exhibition on “Archives and Social Change” was 
organised from 4th April to 14th May, 1991 as part of the centenary 
celebrations of the Department. 

(ii) An exhibition on the theme “Indo-Algerian Friendship" was 
organised at the Indian Embassy Residence, Algiers on 15 August, 1992. 
It was inaugurated by Shri M. Habib Chaouki, Minister of Culture and 
Communications, Government of Algeria. 

Archives Week : With a view to inform the public in general about 
the importance of Archives, the Department organised Archives Week 
during December, 1991 and November, 1992. As part of Archives Week 
celebrations two exhibitions were organised : (i) Our Archival Heritage, and 
(ii) Archives and the Quit India Movement from 3 December, 1991 to 4 
January, 1992 and 24 November, 1992 to 2 January, 1993 respectively. 
Both the exhibitions were inaugurated by Shri Arjun Singh, Un : on Minister 
for Human Resource Development on 3 December, 1991 and 24 November, 
1992 respectively. Open House Programmes were also organised wherein 
mini exhibitions were mounted on “Archives and Learned Institution ’ from 
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4 to 11 December 1991 and ‘Heroes of 1857* from 25 November to 1 
December 1992. During the Week, the visitors were shown round the 
muniment room and various methods of preservation and photo-duplication 
were also demonstrated. The exhibitions attracted a large number of 
visitors including academicians, legislators, diplomats, journalists and large 
groups of students. 

Library: 5,344 books were accessioned. 

7T3T4W # w. qpw forra? 26-6-91, 

IS-9-91, 24-12-91, 20-3-92, 29-9-92 vT^TT 18-1-93 3THfrf%cT 
*rf ftraJr % nwft snfbT fqlwr srifterr qff afrc 3*1% %t 

<r*rr srremqr % f%t^ qft^Tfacr ferr mrr cr«rr 

tm-w qr argwf % srr^r ft'ffzf soften %t Twt 

’Ttft *frfipff ft: qnvr % fair sftfr wr i 

f%qnr ?r sn^ra- "^Rt fafsPTr” stN^pt” 

®prrf%#f r snsrrfer snjsrft % qrr ff=^t ar^rrar #qrc qrr 
3*r% qm?f r *ft% t^q> %t ^qqrsEf sFTrcrr mn sflr 
arrarc r qfwr cnrr trwtff #qTt *rf i ?*r% 3T*Hrr«r ft-r siwt: r 

“artmr ?ratr” % qrr stri? grr% q^r tt sttt 

qnt% stfroff %t f%rr w i vrnrfhr arT«r?w sntffr % arfatw *r 

snwHt % ^F?f^r?r %srFrf qn - %gt stm-mr #qn ferr mrr i S3% smiur f%RT- 
fafer forts?, qrm-fgt, qrr%rff qrr strtk tft f%m wr— 

(1) arfafof rrqr?T % nRtfonr srfMha- ^ is TO i9%r 

fort? i 

( 2 ) finmfcr qrfmiT srfw%!?sT, 1990 , 1991 

( 3 ) f?4T>fhr #^fcT MV, m ij | 4 Trrr m (totflotriTo) %t %5%f %t qtl%^ 

<f®rr qmkog 1 

( 4 ) rm-rm r srrcr fafa**r sntqff/srmf/arftr- 

gjarqrSf anft 1 

14 ftraRR, 1992 %? ff*5?t fer?T, Sflfe vlWt tpTPlT iRTT I ?rr 3^T 
«rt f%wPT gro smftfsrtT Hl^rtPicrrsfif Jf w fq^m - $ OT^Tferf % 
«tft %zrr ?r*rr gt ft^qrrr uro fw? 1 w% sraTgr qtr^mq? wr rnccr qm^rfrarf 
% fqr^ 1993 if “ffsf! griwrar" w smf^TJT fw w 1 






NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA, REGIONAL OFFICE, BHOPAL 

1991—93 


Administration : There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget : During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 11.39 lakhs was spent against 
budget allocation of Rs. 13.15 lakhs on the non-plan side while in 1992-93, 
a sum of Rs. 16.08 lakhs was spent out of budget provision of Rs. 16.40 
lakhs. For 1993-94, a budget provision of Rs. 15.10 lakhs has been made 
on the non-plan side. 


Building : The Regional Office has its own building. The ground floor 
stack area has been air-conditioned for storing of microfilm rolls etc. 

Research and Reference : 87 scholars availed themselves of the research 
facilities provided by the Office. 404 files/gazettes and registers were 
requisitioned by research scholars. Besides, 32 queries on records from 
private agencies/individuals were also attended to. 


Reference Media : 25,111 files of Finance, Commerce, Home, Medical. 
Revenue and Agriculture, P.W.D. (Accounts) for the years 1866—1925 
were chronologically arranged and subject listed. Besides, descriptive list of 
1,461 documents of Mutiny Papers (1857—59) was prepared. 


Preservation of Records : The following output was achieved : 


(i) Flattening . 

• , 

V Ij 


♦ 

73,533 

sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 

• 

- 

. 


48,999 


(iii) Lamination . 

. 

- 


• 

6,416 

» 

(iv) Guarding 


• 

. 

• 

, , 46,907 

IV 

(/) Binding 

• 

• 

; V. 

♦ 

375 

54 

volumes 

registers. 


Other Important Activities : As part of the Archives Week celebration, 
it organised exhibition on “Development of Education in 18th and 19th 
Centuries” during 30 October to 5 November 1991 and “Archives and 
Urbanisation” from 24—30 November 1992. 
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NATIONAL. ARCHIVES OF INDIA, RECORD CENTRE, JAIPUR 

1991—93 

Administration : There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget : A sum of Rs. 11.52 lakhs was spent against budget allocation 
of Rs. 12.00 lakhs on the Non-plan side during 1991-92 and Rs. 10.93 
lakhs was spent against budget allocation of Rs. 11.20 lakhs during 
1992-93. For 1993-94 a provision of Rs. 11.70 lakhs has been made on 
the Non-plan side. 

Building : It is functioning in a rented building. Land for the Office 
building has bc.-n purchased and boundary wall was constructed. Efforts 
were underway to start construction work. 

Reference Media : Subject list of 167 files of Sambhar Salt Series 
(1887—1958) was prepared. 


Preservation of Records ; The following output was achieved: 


(i) Flattening . 


• 

• • 

. 22,857 

sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 

« 

. 

. 

25 

ii 

(iii) Lamination 

♦vi 

. ■ 

. 

. 6,109 

ft 

(iv) Guarding 


• . 

. 

. 22,772 

tt 

(v) Binding 




144 

volumes, files, 





2 

miscellaneous 





41 

items. 


Photo-duplication : The following work was done: 

(i) Microfilming . . ' . • . . . ■ . . . 47 roll* (50,140 expo¬ 

sures) 

(ii) Checking of negative microfilms . . ■ . . .46 rolls 

Library: 31 books/publications were acquired. 

Other Important Activities : (i) As part of the Archives Week celebra¬ 
tion, the Centre organised an exhibitions on “Development of Education 
during 18th and 19th Centuries” from 30 October to 4 November 1991 and 
“Archives and Urbanisation” from 24—30 November 1992. 

(ii) Circular letters were sent to Central Government Offices in 
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan requesting them to streamline their 
records management system. Besides guidance was provided on records 
management to 30 Offices situated in Jaipur. 


167 







NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA, RECORD CENTRE, 
PONDICHERRY 
1991—93 

Administration : There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget: During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 4.52 lakhs was spent against 
budget allocations of Rs. 4.62 lakhs on the Non-plan side but Rs. 0.30 
lakh provided on the Plan side could not be utilised. During 1992-93 a 
sum of Rs. 5.07 lakhs was spent against Budget provision of Rs, 5.60 
lakhs on the Non-plan side. For 1993-94 a provision of Rs. 5.88 lakhs 
was made on the Non-plan side. 

Building: It is functioning in a rented building. However, the con¬ 
struction of functional building at Thattanchavady was nearing completion. 

Records Management: 605 volumes, 50 registers, 60 bundles, 27 
maps and plans were checked and arranged. 

Research and Reference: 37 scholars including 4 French Nationals 
availed of research facilities provided by the Record Centre. Besides, 3 
queries from Government of Pondicherry, one query from as individual 
and one search case were attended to. 

Reference Media: Inventories of the French Records were prepared 
and forwarded to Headquarters. Besides, descriptive lists of maps and 
plans relating to Pondicherry and other Territories under the erstwhile 
French Administration were under preparation. 

Preservation of Records : The following output was achieved : 


(i) Deacidification.. . . 40,174 sheets 

(ii) Full pasting. ... .... 15,111 „ 

(iii) Repair with tissue paper. 16,829 „ 

(iv) Lamination. . . . . . . . . 9,501 „ 

(v) Guarding ......... 23,960 „ 

(vi) Stitching . 264 volumes 

195 files 
22 books 

(vii) Binding . 149 volumes 

22 books 

(viii) Map mounting. 221 maps 

(ix) Fumigation. 1,429 volumes 

305 bundles 
211 books 


Other Important Activities : As part of Archives Week celebration, the 
Centre organised the two exhibitions: (i) “Development of Education in 
18th and 19th Centuries” from 30 October to 5 November 1991, and (iP 
“Archives and Urbanisation” from 24—30 November 1992. 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
1993—95 

Administration 

As on 31 March 1995 the staff strength of National Archives of India. 
New Delhi including that of the Regional Office at Bhopal and Records 


Centres at Jaipur and Pondicherry was 

as follows: 



Category 


Sanctio¬ 
ned stre¬ 
ngth 

Functio¬ 
nal stren¬ 
gth 

Vacan¬ 

cies 

Group‘A* Gazetted . 


24 

16 

8 

Group *B* Gazetted 


65 

60 

5 

Group ‘B* Non-Gazetted 


57 

56 

1 

Group ‘C* Ministerial . 


109 

89 

20 

Group ‘C Non-Ministerial . 


97 

80 

17 

Group ‘D’ . • 

• 9 

. . 166 

150 

16 


Total : 

518 

451 

67 


Budget: During 1993-94 an amount of Rs. 237.20 lakhs was spent 
out of the non-plan allocation of Rs. 243.00 lakhs while Rs. 79.23 lakbs 
was spent on the plan side out of an allocation of Rs. 175.00 lakhs. Dur¬ 
ing 1994-95 a sum of Rs, 273.90 lakhs was spent against the budget 
allocation of Rs. 250.00 lakhs on the non-plan side while Rs. 58.89 lakhs 
was spent total provision of Rs. 158.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 
1995-96 a provision of Rs. 252.00 lakhs has been made on the non-plan 
side and Rs. 200.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Projects: Annual plans of the National Archives of India for 1994-95 
and 1995-96 in respect of the following schemes were prepared and submit¬ 
ted to the Department of Culture: 

(i) Expansion of Records Management; 

(ii) Expansion of National Register of Private Records; 

(iii) Expansion of Repair and Reprography; 

(iv) Expansion of Administration and Library; 

(v) Expansion of tbp activities of School of Archival Studies; 

(vi) Listing of Records and Reference Media including computerisa¬ 
tion of records of National Archives of India; 

(vii) Financial assistance for preservation of manuscripts; 

(viii) Acquisition of Microfilm copies of records from abroad; 

(ix) Financial assistance to the Archival Repositories of States/Union 
Territory Administrations; 
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(x) Setting-up of Records Centre in Eastern Zone. 

The Scheme for setting-u,? of Record Centre in Eastern Zone at Bhubane¬ 
swar was approved by the Planning Commission in February 1995. 

In addition, proposals of the Department in connection with the on 
going plan schemes for the VUIth Five Year Plan were forwarded to the 
Department of Culture. 

Under the Scheme of Financial Assistance for preservation of manus¬ 
cripts to Voluntary Organisations, Educational Institutions, Universities, 
Libraries and Museums the following meetings were held: 

(i) 16th August 1993 under the Chairmanship of Dr. R. K. Perti. 
Director General of Archives; 

(ii) 18 February 1994,. 16 September 1994 and 20 January 1995 
under the Chairmanship of Shri S. Sarkar, Director General of 
Archives (I/c). 

A total of 208 applications received from various organisations were 
placed before the Committee at the aforesaid meetings and assistance of 
Rs. 24.45 lakhs to 50 Institutions during the period 1993-94 and Rs. 13.43 
lakhs to 35 Institutions in 1994-95 was approved. 

Under the Scheme of Financial Assistance for development of archival 
repositories of State Governments etc., 2 meetings of the Grants Co mmi ttee 
were held on IS February 1994 and 28 February 1995 under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Shri S. Sarkar, Director General of Archives (I/c) and as p(er the 
recommendations of the Committee Rs. 13-17 lakhs were released to 7 
State Archives during 1993-94 and Rs. 12.77 lakhs to 5 Static Archives 
during 1994-95. 

Building: The Annexe building was inter-connected with the main 
building . to. facilitate shifting: of records and library to the former 
Installation of automatic fire alarm system and automatic Halon fire sup¬ 
pression system in the basement and boundary wall on Shastri Bhawan 
side were completed. 


Reference Media 


Reference Media to the following series of Public Records and Private 
Papers was prepared: 

Public Records 


Department/Agency 


Inclusive 

Years 

Bulk 

(i> Gujarat Agency 

. . 

1932-47 

7,672 files 

(ii) Director General of Health 

Services/Director 



General of Medical Services, 

. 

1940-42 

5,599 „ 

(ii!) Rewa Kantha Agency , 

. 

1868-1947 

3,839 

(iv) Central India Agency 

• « i i 

1818-39 

421 „ 
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PRIVATE PAPERS 
Check List: 


Name of Collection 

Inclusive 

years 

Bulk 

(i) Sardar Patel Papers (on microfilm) . 

. 1922—50 

35,568 items 

(ii) Jhansi-US Club Papers .... 

. 1948—61 

1.968 

(iii) C. F. Andrews Papers .... 

1970—71 

12 „ 

(iv) C. P. Ramaswamy Atycr Papers 
(on microfilm) 

1914—66 

3.977 „ 

(v) India Independence League . 

1941—43 

1,932 

(vi) Miscellaneous correspondence 

. 1818—92 

126 


(Naoroji-Digby correspondence) 


Subject List: 



Name of Collection 

Inclusive 

years 

Bulk 


(i) Homi Bhabha collection. 

1947—63 

1,995 

items 

(ii) K. M. Munshi papers . 

1927—52 

22,727 

if 

(on microfilm) 

(iii) Sardar Patel papers 

1946—50 

24,183 

»r 

(on microfilm) 

(iv) Y. P. Subbarow papers . 

. 1922—55 

2,580 

it 

(v) E. S. Reddy papers 

. 1901—92 

(with gaps) 

207 

H 

(vi) Lai Bahadur Shastri papers 

. 1936—64 

305 

»» 

(vii) S. P. Shah papers. 

1964—67 

13 

.1 

(viii) S. S. Rawal papers 

. 1910—66 

2,686 

»» 

(ix) M. K. Ghosh papers 

1956—63 
(with gaps) 

185 

»> 

(x) S. C. Bose papers 

. 1929-79 

(with gaps) 

298 

ft 

(xi) Zorawar Singh Nigam papers 

. 1907—44 

101 

*» 

(xii) Haokholal Thang Jain papers 

. 1978—85 

26 

»» 

(Mezo peace talks) 

(xiii) Bangladesh papers 

. 1966—72 

24 

t» 

(xiv) Ram Mohan Roy papers 

1833 

3 

t» 

(xv) Seth Achal Singh papers 

. 1937—50 

25 

»t 

(xvi) P. Narayan Chaudhury papers 

1922—56 
(with gaps) 

16 

t» 

(xvii) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

1918—30 

7 

ft 

papers 

(xviii) Political prisoners papers 

1943 

2 

* • 

(xix) S. P. Shaque collections 

, 1923—69 

89 

»# 

(xx) Miscellaneous papers . 

. 1631—1981 

697 

•> 

(xxi) Swami Dayanand papers 

— 

8,800 

n 

(xxii) Gandhi-Holmes correspondence 

1922—80 

174 

letters/ 


press 

clippings/ 

pamph¬ 

lets 


12—37 National Archive/ND/96 










172 


Oriental Records: 

Descriptive Docketing of Inuyat Jang Collection: 15,423 documents 
pertaining to the reign of Mohammad Shah (1719—48) were descriptively 
docketed. 

Descriptive List of Persian Correspondence, 1804, Volume IV : Editing 
and scrutiny of 1,000 letters were completed out of which 800 slips were 
finalised for stencilling. 

Descriptive List of Persian Correspondence, 1805, Volume V: 1,300 
slips were chronologically arranged out of which 120 letters were descrip¬ 
tively listed. 

Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers in the National Archives of India, 
Bhopal, Volume VII: 50 letters were scrutinised and edited. 

Descriptive List of Acquired Documents, Volume IV: Editing and 
scrutiny of .550 documents was completed and stencilling was taken up. 

Catalogue of Acquired Documents: 2,800 entries were cheeked out 
of which 100 items were selected for cataloguing 

‘Zanjccrcin’ (a Hindi publication): Translation and annotation of 21 
stories out of a total of 23 stories was completed. 

Computerisation of Records 

In accordance with the recommendations of the Planning Commission, 
the Computer Maintenance Corporation submitted a revised estimate for 
the computerisation of records of the National Archives of India. Subse¬ 
quently a proposal for Rs. 50.00 lakhs was forwarded to Department of 
Culture who in turn submitted the same- to the Planning Commission, 
Department of Electronics and Ministry of Finance seeking their comments 
on the same. 


Records Management 

Implementation of Archival Policy Resolution : The 19th and 20th 
Reports of the Director General of Archives on the implementation of 
Archival Policy Resolution covering the years 1991-92 and 1992-93 were 
distributed among the Ministries, Departments of the Government of India 
for their information and necessary action. The draft of the 21st Report 
covering the year 1993-94 was forwarded to Department of Culture for 
approval. 

Appraisal of Records: During the period 1993—95, 1,25,536 Non- 
current records of Hr? following Ministries, Departments as also the Natio¬ 
nal Archives of India were appraised : President Secretariat (1962—65), 
Home Department (1873—1947), Ministry of Home Affairs (1954—68), 
Ministry of External-Affairs (1947—68), Ministry of Food (1946—68), 



173 


Ministry of Law, Justice and Company Affairs (1925—64;, Ministry of 
Defence, Historical Division (1890—1947), Department of Personnel and 
Training/Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions (1951—69), 
Department of Economic Affairs (1927—69), All India Radio (1935—69). 
National Museum (1947—69). Office of Surveyor General, Dehradun 
(1839—1944) and records of National Archives of India (1950—68). Out 
of these 61% files were marked for retention and 39% for destruction. 
While appraising these records, Retention Schedules for records common to 
all Departments issued by the Department of Administrative Reforms 
Appendix 25 of Central Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure, Appendix 
13 of the General Financial Rules and Retention Schedule for records 
dealing with substantive functions of the Ministries, Departments/Offices 
Were kept in view. 

Scrutiny of Retention Schedule of Records: On the spot studies of the 
following Ministries/Departments were completed and study reports along- 
with Record Retention Schedules forwarded to the respective Offices for 
implementation; 

(A) Ministry of External Affairs 

(a) Regional Passport Office, New Delhi. 

(b) Regional Passport Office, Mumbai. 

(B) Ministry of Home Affairs 

(a) National Crime Record Bureau, New Delhi. 

(C) Minstry of Defence 

(a) Armed Force Medical Service, New Delhi. 

(D) Ministry of Agriculture 

(a) All India Soil and Land Use Survey Regional Centre, Calcutta. 

(b) Regional Office of the Farm Machinery Training and Testing 
Institute, Budni. 

(E) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(a) Department of Health. New Delhi. 

(b) Department of Family Welfaip, New Delhi. 

(c) Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital, New Delhi. 

(d) Safdarjang Hospital, New Delhi. 

(F) Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 

(a) Lai Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, 
Mussoorie. 

(G) Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism 

(a) Directorate of Air worthiness, Delhi. 

(b) Directorate of Air worthiness, Mumbai. 
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(c) Directorate of Air Safety, Delhi. 

(d) Directorate of Air Safety, Mumbai. 

(e) Director General of Civil Aviation, Delhi. 

(H) Ministry of Labour 

(a) Vocational Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped. Delhi. 

(b) Vocational Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped, Mumbai. 

(c) Regional Directorate of Apprentice Training, Mumbai. 

(I) Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(a) Food and Nutrition Board, New Delhi. 

(b) Food and Nutrition Board, Mumbai. 

(c) National Archives of India. 

(d) National Museum of Natural History, New Delhi 

(J) Ministry of Environment and Forests 

(a) Regional Wild Life Office, Mumbai. 

(K) Ministry of Urban Development 

(a) The Patents Office, New Delhi. 

(b) The Patents Office, Calcutta. 

On the spot studies of the following Ministries/Departments/Offices 
were completed and their study reports and Retention Schedules were in 
various stages of finalisation: , , 

(A) Ministry of Home Affairs 

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs (including Department of Justice, 
Department of Official Language, Director General of Civil 
Defence and Freedom Fighters Division), New Delhi. 

(b National Civil Defence College, Nagpur. 

(c) National Fire Service College, Nagpur. 

(B) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 

(a) Directorate of Field Publicity, New Delhi. 

(C) Ministry of Defence 

(a) School of Foreign Languages, New Delhi. 

(b) Defence Institute of Psychological Research, New Delhi. 

(D) Ministry of Law, Justice and Company Affairs 

(a) Department of Company Affairs, New Delhi. 

(E) Ministry of Surface Transport 



175 


(F) Ministry of Agricattnre 

(a) Department of Agricultural Research and Education. New Dtelhi. 

(b) Central Fertilizer Research Institute, Faridabad. 

(c) Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices. New Delhi. 

(d) Central Herd Registration Scheme, Rohtak. 

(jc) Central Sheep Breeding Farm, Hissar. 

(f) Northern Region Farm Machinery Training and Testing Institute, 
Hissar. 

(g) AH India Soil and Land Use Survey, New Ddlhi. 

(h) All India Soil and Land Use Survey, Northern Regional Office, 
New Delhi. 

(G) Ministry of Rural Development 

(a) Central Agmark Laboratory, Nagpur. 

(b) Branch Head Office of the Directorate of Marketing Inspection, 
Nagpur. 

(H) Ministry of Mines 

(a) Indian Bureau of Mines, Nagpur. 

(I) Ministry of Environment and Forests 

(a) Regional Wild Life Office, Northern Region, New Delhi. 

(J) Ministry of Labour 

(a) Regional Directorate of Apprenticeship Training, Faridabad. 

(K) Department of Electronics, New Delhi 

(L) Director General of Supplies and Disposals, New Delhi (Revision) 

(M) Office of the Registrar of Newspapers for India, New Delhi (Revision) 

Framing of Archival Laws: Public Record Act, 1993 : The Public 
Record Act was passed by Parliament on 21 December 1993 and has 
become operative from 1 March 1995. To implement the various provi¬ 
sions of the Act, action was initiated for constituting an Archival Advisory 
Board. Draft Rules were sent to the Ministry of Law for vetting. 

Bills on Records of National Importance: A revised note seeking 
approval of the Cabinet for the deferment of the Bill on the Records of 
National Importance in view of the provisions already contained in the 
Public Record Act to regulate records of National Importance has been 
prepared for submission to the Department of Culture. 

Advisory Work: The Departmental Records Room of the following 
Ministries/Depariments were inspected and necessary guidance was tender¬ 
ed for better management and preservation of records : 

Ministries of Home Affairs, External Affairs, Defence, Chemicals and 
Fertilizers, Welfare, Information and Broadcasting, Agriculture, Commerce, 
Surface Transport, Food, Health and Family Welfare, Labour, Petroleum 
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and Natural Gas, Environment and Forests; Departments of Education, 
Expenditure, Industrial Development, Civil Aviation, Economic Affairs, 
Legal Affairs, Legislative Department, Railway Board, Director General 
ot Supplies and Disposals and Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, 
Faridabad. Advice was also given to the following Offices in Bombay and 
Calcutta on various aspects of records management : Protector of Emigrants 
(Ministry of Labour), Bombay; South Eastern Railway, Calcutta; Central 
Food Laboratory (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare), Calcutta; and 
Central Statistical Organisalion (Ministry of Planning), Calcutta. 

On the request of the National Thermal Power Corporation, New 
Delhi an Officer of the Department tendered on the s ;ot advice regarding 
setting up of their Archives in their new complex at Noida. A Report was 
also forwarded for streamlining their records management activities. 

A workshop on Records Retention Schedule and other allied items 
concerning Records Management was conducted by an Officer of this 
Department on 6 September 1994 in the Western Regional Office, Ministry 
of Environment and Forests, Bhopal. 

Arrangement and Servicing of Records: 1,15,085 files were checked, 
74,025 files and 9,518 bundles were arranged while 98,830 files were 
amalgamated. 2,754 files were physically verified and listed. 82,033 
requisitions for records were attended to and 57,947 records were restor¬ 
ed, and 28 folios and 5,463 maps were checked and arranged, 1,192 requi¬ 
sitions for maps were attended to. 

Research and Reference : 2,514 scholars availed of research facilities 
provided by the Department. 788 new scholars were enrolled of which 
110 scholars were from foreign countries, namely Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea. Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
United Kingdom, U.S.A., Uzbekistan and Yemen. 77,106 documents, 
books, microfilm rolls were requisitioned by research scholars while 315 
requests for information from public and private agencies were received 
and attended to. 


Publication Programme 

The Indian Archives: Volumes XXXIX (July—December 1990), XL 
No. 1 (January—June 1991), XL No. 2 (July—December 1991), XLI 
No. 1 (January—June 1992) were printed and distributed while Volume 
XLI No. 2 (July—December 1992) was under compilation. 

Annual Report of National Archives of India: Annual Reports for the 
years 1992 and 1993 were printed and distributed while that of 1994 was 
awaiting approval. 

Notional Register of Private Records : Stencilling of Volume XVIII 
was in progress. 



177 


Bulletin of Research. Theses and Dissertation : Volume XVI was 
brought out in cyclostyle form while typing of Volume XVII was comple¬ 
ted. 

Catalogue of Revenue Maps: Three Volumes i.e. Volume II (Part II 
& Ill) and Vo’ume IV were brought out. 

Descriptive List of Persian Correspondence (1803) s Volume III was 

brought out in cyclostyle form. 

Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers in National Archives of India, 
Bhopal: Volume VI was brought out. 

Guide to the Records in National Archives of India: Part X (1756— 
1954) and Part XI (1759—1954) covering records of the Residencies, their 
predecessor and successor bodies were brought out. 

Ashoba: An Urdu publication comprising proscribed poems acquired 
on microfilm from the India Office Library and Records, London was 
published. 

Fire Prevention, Detection and Control in Archives and Libraries: This 
publication was brought out. 

Lahu’uhan Baisakhi: An Urdu publication' consisting of 66 poems 
based on proscribed material -available -in National Archives of India relat¬ 
ing to tragic events at Jallianwala-Bagh in .1919 was made ready and was 
awaiting formal release. 

Conservation 

Technical Advice and Services : Technical information/advice on 
various aspects of conservation of records was supplied to the following 
institutions : State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Institute of Asian Studies, Madras, Twang Monastery, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Indian Institute of Public Administration, National . Museum, 
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, Christian Medical Association 
of India, T.V.B. School of Habitat Studies, all in New Delhi, Central 
Records and Documentation Centre, Reserve Bank of India, Pune, Guru 
Nanak Dev University, Amritsar,. Jadavpur University, Calcutta, Bihar 
Vidhan Mandal Pustakajava, Patna, .Department of Museology, Aligarh 
Muslim University, Aligarh, Shri Krishna Museum, Kurukshctra, Chief 
Registrar of Births and Deaths, and Directorate of Planning, Statistics and 
Evaluation, Panaji, Goa, National Archives of Iran, Republic of Seychelles 
and Government Archives and Records Service, Republic of Korea, 

Testing of Various Preservative Material: Like Tissue . paper, Cellulose 
Acetate foil, glue, etc. was conducted in the Conservation Research Labo¬ 
ratory of the Department. Besides practical training was imported to the 
trainees of One Year Diploma Course and Students of Short-term training 
Courses. 
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Development of High Gnde Tissue Paper » Efforts were continued to 
develop high grade tissue paper in collaboration with the Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission who have been requested to undertake further tests 
at their new unit in Sanganer, Jaipur. 

Development of High Grade Cellulose Acetate Powder: A formulation 
of Cellulose Acetate Powder in acetone incorporating a plasticizer and 
a wetting agent was made ready for reinforcement of documents. The 
paste was found suitable for repair and was decided to recommend its use 
in small Archives and Libraries. It was also supplied to the Regional 
Offices of the Department at Bhopal, Jaipur and Pondicherry. 

Experiments on Fumigation : A number of fumigants were used to 
standardise their usage in the Potable Fumigation Chamber. Concentra¬ 
tion of fumigants, tissue and temperature of fumigants were standardis¬ 
ed. Experiments were conducted to study the effects of these fumigants 
in a continuous operation. 


Repair and Rehabilitation of Records: The 
achieved: 

(i) Flattening of records. 

(ii) Repair with tissue .. 

(iii) Lamination. 

(iv) Guarding ....... 

(v) Binding.. 


(vi) Air-cleaning and Fumigation . 


Reprography 

The following output was achived: 

(i) Microfilming. 

(ii) Xeroxing. 

(iii) Enlargement. 

(iv) Positive Printing. 

(v) Processing. 


following output was 


47,491 sheets 
66,161 
1,20,941 
93,551 „ 


999 volumes, 
296 books, and 
3,641 miscclla- 


2,635 

7 

neous 

items 

bundles 

and 

cycles 

9,51,606 

pages 

2,00,291 

copies 

98,588 

fr 

42,004 

1,247 

234 

meters, 
rolls and 
strips 

1,778 

32 

rolls and 
strips 


Technical Advice/Information was tendered to the following agen¬ 
cies : State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal; National Library, Calcutta, 
Information and Public Relations Department, Government of Punjab, 
Chandigarh, Department of History, University of Calicut, Middle Educa¬ 
tion Board, Rajasthan, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New 
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Delhi, Commercial Mini Photo, Bombay, High Court of Calcutta and 
Historical Documents Centre, Bahrain. 

School of Archival Studies 

Training in Archival Studies: One Year Diploma Course: On comple¬ 
tion of their training in the One Year Diploma Course 11 trainees were 
awarded Diplomas for 1992-93 and 12 trainees for 1993-94. Among 
them were 6 foreign students from Kenya and Malaysia. Besides 8 
trainees including 1 foreign student from Lesotho were admitted to the 
One Year Diploma Course 1994-95. 29 extension lectures were delivered 

by eminent scholars/archivists for the benefit of the candidates. 

Short-term Certificate Course: Two Sessions each in Reprography, 
Records Management, Care and Conservation of Books, Manuscripts and 
Archives. Conservation and Repair of Records, and one Session in Archives 
Administration were conducted during the years 1993-94 and 1994-95 
respectively. A total of 129 Candidates received training in the aforesaid 
Courses. 

Other Activities: (i) A seminar on Public Record Act, 1993 was 
organised on 9 March 1994 under the Chairmanship of Shri S. Sarkar, 
Director General of Archives (I/c). 

(ii) A workshop on Conservation of Library and Archival Material 
organised in collaboration with the National Research Laboratory for 
Conservation of Cultural Property, Lucknow and Indo-U.S. Sub-Commis¬ 
sion on Education and Culture on 26-27 February 1995 at the National 
Archives of India. 

National Committee of Archivists 

The National Committee of Archivists was reconstituted and notifica¬ 
tion appointing members on the new body was issued. 

The 39th Meeting of the Committee was held in Shimla under thj; 
auspices of the Government of Himachal Pradesh on 12-13 March 1994. 
In the absence of Joint Secretary, Department of Culture and Chairman 
of the Committee the meeting was presided over by Shri S. Sarkar, Direc¬ 
tor General of Archives (i/c), National Archives of India. Three Reso¬ 
lutions and one Suggestion forwarded by members were discussed by the 
Committee. Two Resolutions regarding supply of xerox/photostat copies 
of original documents for reference purposes and use of good quality paper 
and ink as per specifications laid down by the Bureau of Indian Standards 
were adopted. The Committee also reviewed action taken on Resolutions/ 
Recommendations passed at earlier meetings. A paper on ‘Recent Trends 
in Conservation of Documents’ was presented by Shri C. L. Prajapati, 
Scientific Officer, National Archives of India. 
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Cultural Exchange Programme 

Items pertaining to exchange of archivists, publications and micro¬ 
films of records of mutual interests were included in the Cultural Exchange 
Programmes finalised with Peoples Republic of China, Federal Republic 
of Germany, Kenya, Mexico, Singapore, Poland, Neitherlands, Spain, 
Bulgaria and Russia. 

Under the Indo-French Cultural Exchange Programme, Shri A. K. 
Dey, Microphotographist, visited France for preparing microfilm copies of 
documents of Indian interest available in the Archives at Aix-en Provence 
for a period of two months with effect from 15 May 1993. He was able 
to prepare 40 rolls of microfilms during his visit. 

Shri S. Sarkar, Director General of Archives (I/c), National Archives 
of India, was deputed to France under the Cultural Exchange Programme 
1993—95 for a period of 15 days with effect from 30 June 1994 for hold¬ 
ing discussions with French authorities regarding modalities for continua¬ 
tion of the microfilming programme of records of Indian interest available 
in France. 

Dr. W. Stepniak, Director, Historical Archives of Poland visited the 
National Archives of India from 6—20 June 1994 under the Indo-Polish 
Cultural Exchange Programme. One book entitled 'Polish Conservators 
of Monuments in Asia’ was also received from Polish Archives under the 
Programme. 

Under the Indo-Syrian Cultural Exchange Programme Dr. N. N. Jard, 
Director, Assad Library, Damascus, visited National Archives of India 
for a period of six days with effect from 29 August 1994. 

Shri N. P. Sharma, Archivist, National Archives of India was deputed 
to China under the Indo-China Cultural Exchange Programme, 1991—93 
for a period of 15 days with effect from 15 July 1994, while Mr. Shen 
Zhengle, Deputy Director General and Mrs. Du Mci of Foreign Affairs 
Office, State Archives Bureau of China visited National Archives of India 
for on's week with effect from 8 December 1994. 

Shri A. K. Sharma, Microphotographist was deputed to France with 
effect from 13 October 1994 for two months for microfilming of records of 
Indian interest under the Indo-French Cultural Exchange Programme. He 
was able to prepare 37 rolls during his visit. 

Under the Indo-Mauritius Cultural Exchange Programme additional 
lists of documents on Indian Immigrants available in Mauritius were 
received from the Indian Mission in Port Louis. 

Five publications were forwarded to National Archives of Mexico 
under the Indo-Mexican Cultural Exchange Programme. 
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Under the Indo-Singapore Memorandum of Understanding, the 
following publications were received: 

(i) List of Straits Settlement Records. 

(ii) Guide to Source of History in Singapore, Volumes I & II. 

fiii) Index to papers and reports laid before the Legislative Council 
of the Straits Settlement (1867—'1955). 

Under the Indo-Italian Cultural Exchange Programme, the Depart¬ 
ment forwarded 7 publications to the Italian side and received 10 publica¬ 
tions from Italy. 

Committees and Conferences 

1. Dr. R. K. Perti, former Director General of Archives attended 
the function in connection with the signing ceremony of the 
Indo-Israel Cultural Agreement on 29 April 1993 at Nehru 
Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi. 

2. Dr. Perti was deputed to Kuala Lumpur to attend thji meeting 
of the Committee constituted by International Council on 
Archives for the project ‘Guide to the Sources of Asian History* 
and the SARBICA Seminar on the ‘Role of Archives in Educa¬ 
tion’ from 12—15 July 1993. 

Shri S. Sarkar, Director General of Archives (I/c) attended the follow¬ 
ing meetings: 

1. Meeting of Governing Council of Vrindaban Research Institute 
on 28 August 1993 at Vrindaban; 11 April 1994 in New Delhi 
and 7 December 1994 at Vrindaban; Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
of the Institute on 18 July 1993 at Vrindaban and mooting of 
the Vrindaban Research Society on 10 January 1994 in New 
Delhi 

2. Meeting regarding Italian Technical Assistance Programme on 9 
September 1993 in Department of Culture, New Delhi. 

3. Meetings of Indian Panel of the Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission on 
Education and Culture in New Delhi on 4 October 1993 and 10 
February 1994 and 20th anniversary of the Joint meeting of the 
Indo-U.S. Sub-Commission in New Delhi on 15-16 February 
1994. 

4. Inter-Departmental meeting to review the progress of the 
Technical Committee on Sports, Art and Culture and also pro¬ 
posals for the first meeting of the SAARC Technical Committee 
on Education and Culture on 7 October 1993 in Department of 
Culture in New Delhi. 

5. Meeting of the Indo-German Joint Cultural Commission to 
finalise the text of the Cultural Exchange Programme on 11 



182 


October 1993 and signing of the Cultural Exchange Programme 
on 13 October 1993 in Npw Delhi. 

6. Meeting at Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New 
Delhi on 24 January 1994 to discuss documentation in Sufi Khan- 
qahs at Ajmer, GUibarga. Ahmcdabad. 

7. Meeting of the Advisory Committee for the Archives on Con- 
temporay History of India at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi on 28 January 1994. 

8. Meeting of the Advisory Committee for Archives and Documen¬ 
tation, Sangeet Natak Academy on 5 May 1994 in New Delhi. 

9 . Meetings of the Central Advisory Committee on Documentation 
under the Chairmanship of Secretary (Culture), Government of 
India on 18 May 1994 and 29 September 1994 in New Delhi. 

10. Meeting to discuss arrangements for Bangladesh Festival in India 
under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Culture on 23 May 1994, 
New Delhi. 

11. First meeting of the Special Committee on Public Records to 
discuss the modalities for the implementation of Public Record 
Act on 6 January 1994 in New Delhi. 

12. First meeting of the Reconstituted Kerala Council on Archives 
on 28 July 1994 at Thiruvananthapuram. 

13. Meeting of the Art Purchase Committee of the Himachal Pradesh 
State Museum on 26 September 1994 in New Delhi. 

14. Meeting on the Memory of the World Programme for Asia-Pacific 
Region sponsored by UNESCO on 12—14 December 1994 at 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Shri H. D. Singh, Deputy Director of Archives attended the followine 
meetings: 

1. Seminar on Records Management organised by Harish Chandra 
Mathur, Rajasthan State Institue of Public Administration, 
Udaipur on 26—28 May 1994 in New Delhi. 

2. Meetings held on 22 April 1993 and 27 April 1993 to discuss 
draft proposals for Indo-Israel Cultural Exchange Programme in 
New Delhi. 

3. Meetings on 28 April 1993 and 22 October 1993 to discuss 
implementation of Cultural Exchange Programme with Uzbekis¬ 
tan, Kazakhstan, Kirghyzstan and Turkmenistan in New Delhi. 

4. Meeting held on 19 May 1993 to discuss the Draft Cultural Ex¬ 
change Programme with Mauritius and 26 May 1993 to discuss 
draft proposals for Indo-ARE Cultural Exchange Programme in 
New Delhi. 
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5. Meetings of State Names Authority, Government of National 
Capital Territory of Delhi on 16 June 1993, 19 November 1993 
and 30 August 1994 in New Ddlhi. 

6. Third meeting of the Management and System Division of the 
Council of Bureau of Indian Standards on 9 December 1993 in 
New Delhi. 

7- Meeting of the Board of Management, National Museum Insti¬ 
tute of History, Art, Conservation and Museology on 4 July 1994 
in New Delhi. 

8. Signing seminar of the Addendum VII of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Government of India and Shastri 
Indo-Canadian Institute on 29 July 1994 in New Delhi. 

Dr. S. Sengupta, Officer on Special Duty attended the 34th meeting of 
the Indian Council of Historical Research on 25 June 1993 and Annual 
Meeting of the Council on 12 October 1993 in New Delhi. 

Shri S. K. Khatri, Assistant Director of Archives attended the Meetings 
of the Y.M.C.A., Development Library-cum-Resource Centre on Archives 
on 29 September 1993 and 18 February 1994 in New Delhi. 

Two Officers of the Department also attended the third meeting of 
the Resource Centre on Archives and Workshop on Micrographic Techni¬ 
ques organised by Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts on 25 April 
and 25—27 April 1994 respectively in New Delhi. 

Dr. (Km.) Yashodhara Joshi, Scientific Officer was deputed to 
Nairobi, Kenya from 21—25 June 1993 to participate in the Pan-African 
Conference on 'Preservation and Conservation of Library and Archival 
Material’ where she presented a paper on ‘Protection of Collections from 
Damages Caused by Pollution’. 

Dr. Joshi was deputed to deliver a lecture on ‘Preservation and Main¬ 
tenance of Civil Registration Records’ at the Office of the Registrar Gene¬ 
ral on 14 July 1993 in New D,elhi. 

She also attended the meeting of the Committee for Preservation and 
Conservation and Renovation of Tawang Monastery under the Chairman¬ 
ship of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh on 15 February 1994 in New 
Delhi. 

An Officer of the Department attended the 16th National Seminar of 
Indian Association of Special Libraries and Information Centres (IASLIC) 
on 19—22 December 1994 at Mumbai. 

An Officer of the Department participated in the National Seminar 
on Palm Leaf Manuscripts in Pondicherry University from 11—13 January 
1995 at Pondicherry. 
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Guide to the Sources of Asian History 

i) Volume 5.6 of the Guide to the Sources of Asian History contain¬ 
ing information about record holdings in 200 institutions located 
in State/Union Territories in India was published and distri¬ 
buted. 

(ii) Proofs of Volume 3.3 were under examination. 

(iii) Write ups received from various State Archives for Volume 3.4 
was under scrutiny. 

Towards Freedom Project 

During the period material from the following records series were 
forwarded to the Indian Council of Historical Research: 

I. National Archives of India 

(i) Home Deparment (Political) 

(ii) Rajondra Prasad papers 

II. State Archives 
(i) Andhra Pradesh State Archives 

Judicial, Police and General 1940—42 

Department, Government of Nizam, 

Hyderabad. 

(ii) Maharashtra State Archives 


Home Department (Special Branch), X939—41 

Government of Bombay. 

(iii) Orissa State Archives 

Horae Department (Special Section), 1938-39 

Government of Orissa. 

(iv) Rajasthan State Archives 

Horae Department (Secret), 1941—46 

Government of Bikaner, 

(v) Tamil Nadu State Archives 

Rome Department (General), 1938 

Government of Madras. 

(iv) West Bengal State Archives 

Home Department (Special Branch), 1942 

Government of Bengal. 


In addition 9,623 pages of extracts (1938—47) were received from 
the State Archives of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal for the project. Besides 2,406 xeroxed copies 
(1938—42) were sent to the Volume Editors on their request. 


1939—43 
1947 
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Programme and Publicity 

(i) Archives Week, 1993: Archives Week, 1993 was celebrated from 
15 to 25 December 1993 and an exhibition on ‘Archives and the Voices 
of Indian Unity in 1937’ was organised on the occasion. As part of the 
celebrations an 'Open House’ programme was also organised wherein a 
mini exhibition on “Universities of 1857” was mounted. On popular 
demand the Exhibition was re-Opencd for the public from 10 to 15 January 
1994. 

(ii) Archives Week, 1994 s As part of the Archives Week celebrations 
and in commemoration of the 125th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
an exhibition on ‘Archives and Mahatma Gandhi: A Satyagrahi in South 
Africa’ was inaugurated on 16 November 1994 by the Union Deputy 
Minister of Human Resource Development' Km. Seilja. The exhibition 
remained open till 7 December 1994. An ‘Open House’ programme was 
also organised from 17—27 November 1994, wherein an exhibition on 
‘Indian Postal System: Down the Memory Lane’ was mounted. The exhi¬ 
bitions attracted a large number of visitors including academicians, legisla¬ 
tors, editors, journalists and students. 

(iii) Commemoration of 75th Anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh: To 

commemorate the 75th anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh episode, an exhi¬ 
bition was mounted at the site in Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar from 13 
April 1994. This week long exhibition was inaugurated by the Union 
Minister of Human Resource Development and visitors included Governors, 
Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, Freedom Fighters apart from a large 
cross section of the peopl* 

In the National Archives of India an exhibition ‘Archives and Jallian¬ 
wala Bagh: A Saga of Independence’ was inaugurated by the President of 
India, Dr.’ Shankar Dayal Sharma on 28 April 1994 and remained open 
for the public till 15 May 1994. 

As per directions of the Government of India, a mobile exhibition 
on Jallianwala Bagh entitled ‘Lahuluhan Baisakhi’ was mounted 
by the National Archives of India at capitals of 9 States/Union 
Territories between September 1994 and March 1995. Places included 
were Chandigarh, Shimla, Calcutta, Bhubaneswar, Pondicherry, Madras, 
Port Blair, Thiruvananthapuram and Union Territories of Daman, Diu, 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

Library: 1,727 books were accessioned. 

3PJSTFT 

TRtmrr ^ forta 16 - 12 - 93 , 

11 - 1 - 94 ,' 16 - 7-94 ?r*rr 9 - 1-95 *rt amfrfrpr % sprpft sr#r 

sft farfsRtw writer *rf aftr «frnrw tff ^ mt g fe fg c ff <ror 
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tosw qriro^ % fer qferrfer ferr to i arfgrfw 24 TO^arc, 1994 

5pt tfETSfa TRTOT qfsft Wrfafa STO faTO % ffs^t VPT *pt 

tfjfterr q?t »r£ 1 

faTO Jf srnfrf^rer "arftfei^ 1937 W TOcffa t^rarr totst”, “ajfkrSra 
tr«r an femre rr to”, ''TOJftro ^r m«rr ”, nnft: trfer arfiwrr Jrt"P 

^cTOft”, TOfeff to TOrfrof qr amnfer qrofT % ifoptff qrr f^ apjro 
fro qrt zt^t qrr% snr^Nt qrf toss? qrro to afa: ?*r% amrnc 
qr store to to TOfft tot qft qrf 1 ^r% stoto vs tott it "sfTO ?rw” 
% tt tft f^T ar^rr? qre% trq ^ tot TOtoenr 3 rfroft qrt fro to 1 
$$r% tot-tot frofcrfer foftsff, qrr%qt, qrojort qrr *ft sftto fro to— 

( 1 ) 3rf»r^ vm % tfsrfsrcr srfaSrar *t 20 to 2itf 

frqt£ 1 

( 2 ) firTOtor srrflrar srf^tor, 1992 1 

( 3 ) TOT-TOT «TT TOT fVfTO qsff/arfeff/TOfTO 3n^/TOTf/arftT- 

frot arrfc > 

13 — 17 fTOTOC, 1993 cW TOlf qtoTT 3TTft 5TTOT TORT TO I 

W tott qr TOf^r faTO srer arnfff^rar sf^rtfroaff if w faro % qrorr- 
fafr % to fro to fafro frorf qr jtwtt tot fer i tort qsiTOitu r 
TO tot TO^rfVqf % ton* 30 qprqfr, 1995 qrt “f^st totot” qrr at nrfe r 
fen to i 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA, REGIONAL OFFICE, BHOPAL 

( 1993 — 1995 ) 

Administration: There was no chang; in th|: administrative set up. 

Budget: An amount, of Rs. 15.83 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
allocation of Rs. 17.12 lakhs on the non-plan side during 1993-94 while 
a sum of Rs. 15.69 lakhs was incurred against the budget allocation of 
Rs. 16.60 lakhs during 1994-95. A provision of Rs. 16.60 lakbs has 
been made in the non-plan side for 1995-96. 

Building: The Regional Office has its own building. 

Research and Reference: 118 scholars availed of the research 
facilities provided by the Office. 1,711 files, gazettes, copies etc. were 
requisitioned by them. Besides 33 queries on records from private 
agencies/individuals were attended to 

Reference Media: Subject lists of the following series of records 
were prepared : (i) 6,973 files of Department of Home, Medical, Railway 
(Construction Branch) for the years 1898—1921, (ii) 10,747 files of 
Home, Finance, Medical Departments for the years 1861—1917. Besides 



descriptive list of 3.767 documents of mutiny papers (1857-59) were 
prepared 

Preservation of Records: The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening . , . . . ." . , . 60,61 8 sheets 

(ii) Tissue repair. 47,637 „ 

(iii) Lamination.. • . 772. „ 

(iv) Guarding.. 47,623 „ 

(v) Binding . . 260 volumes, 

11 registers. 


Library: 41 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities : Archives Week was celebrated from 
24—30 December 1993, and 16—27 November 1994 respectively during 
whi&i •exhibition'j -oh ‘Archives arid Quit India Movement’ and ‘Archives 
and Voices of Indian Unity in 1937’ were organised. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA, RECORD CENTRE, JAIPUR 

<1993—95) [£ 

Administration: There was no change in the administrative set up.. 

Budget: .A sum of Rs. 12.44 lakhs was sp»nt out of a budget 
allocation of Rs. 33.40 lakhs during 1993-94 on the non-plan side, while 
Rs. 12.37 lakhs was spent against budget allocation of Rs, 12.70 lakhs 
during 1994-95. For 1995-96 a provision of Rs. 12.70 lakhs has been 
made on'the' non-plan'side.' 

Building: The. Office is functioning in a rented building. Land for 
a separate building has been purchased and construction was under 
process. 

Record Management: 260 files of the Office of Central Reserve 
Police Force, Ajmer (1939—59) were examined, out of which 9% files 
were marked for retention. 

Preservation of Records-: The following output was achieved. 

(0 Flattening.. • • « 29,562 sheets 

(ii) Tissue repair • . * * 14,002 „ 

(iii) Guarding . . . ' . • • . 25,891 „ 

(iv) Lamination.. * • 1,150 „ 

(V) Binding ,,«••«••• 133 volumes, 

* • and 

5 miscella¬ 
neous 
items. 

Photo-Duplication: The .following work was done : 

(i) ^ficrofllmiog—8 rolls (10,450 exposure*). 

/in nhecking of negative microfilms—7 rolls. 

13—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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Library: 23 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities: Archives Weiik was celebrated from 
24—30 December 1993 and 16—27 November 1994 respectively during 
which exhibitions on ‘Archives and Quit India. Movement’ and ‘Archives 
and Voices of Indian Unity in 1937’ were organised. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA RECORD CENTRE, 
PONDICHERRY . 

(1993—95). 

Administration: There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget: A sum of Rs. 5.30 lakhs was spent against budget allocation 
of Rs, 5.88 lakhs on the non-plan side during 1993-94 while an amount 
of Rs. 6.63 lakhs was spent against budget provision of Rs. 6.10 lakhs 
during 1994-95. During 1995-96 a provision of Rs. 6.10 lakhs has been 
made oh the non-plan side. 


Building: The Record Centre was shifted to newly constructed 
functional building in November 1994.; Action was under way, for 
construction of the compound wall, parking sheds, provision of steel racks 
and watch and ward staff for security services 

Records Management: 889 ales of the Directorate of Tobacco 
Development, Madras (1948—66) 'were examined. 

Research and Reference: 26 research scholars availed of the facilities 
provided by the Record Centre and 158 volumes were consulted by them; 
besides 26 queries on records were attended to. 

Reference Media: 102 maps (1812—1935), 422 plans, 1 copy of 

Magna Carta (1215) and 17 photographs/paintings were descriptively 
listed. 


Preservation of Records: The following output was achieved: 


(i) Deacidification 

(ii) Full pasting . 

(iii) Tissue repair 

(iv) Lamination . 

(v) Guarding 

(vi) Stitching 


(vii) Fumigation.. 


(viii) Application of LP Mixture 


38,372 sheets 
12,598 ., 

13,694 ,. 

14,196 ,. 

27,888 „ 

85 books, 

123 volumes, 
and 
346 files 

3,532 books, 
877 volumes, 
178 files and 
108 palm-leaf 
bundles 

504 leather 
bound 
volumes, 
and 

828 bundlss. 
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Library : 21 books were accessioned. 

Other Important Activities: (i) Archives Week was celebrated from 

24—30 December 1993 and 16-—27 November 1994 respectively during 
which ; exhibitions on ‘Archives and Quit India Movement’ and ‘Archives 
and Voices of Indian Unity in 1937’ were organised. 

(ii) Circulars were issued to the Central Government Offices located 
at Madras, Hyderabad, Bengal Thiruvananthapuram and Union Territory 
of Pondicherry to initiate action on various aspects of Record Manage¬ 
ment. 

(iii) 25 former Zamindars, prominent individuals and distinguished 
leaders belonging to Tamil Nadu were approached for gifting their private 
archives to the Record Centre. 

ANDHRA PRADESH 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

Shri H. Rajcndar Prasad continued as Commissioner, upto 31-10-92. 
Dr. .]. S. Sarnia. I.A.S. Secretary to Government Education Department 
held additional charge of the post of Commissioner from 1-11-92 to 
4-12-92. Thereafter Dr. S. K. Pachauri, I.A.S. took over charge as 
Commissioner of Archives w.e.f. 5 December, 1992. 

A Regional office of the State Archives was set up at Warangal and 
an Archival centre at Rajahmundra while proposal for establishment of a 
Regional office at Ananthapur was submitted to the State Government. 

Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 69.00 lakhs was spent out 

of the budget provision of Rs. 72,00 lakhs on the non-plan side, while a 
sum of Rs. 10.00 lakhs was spent out of Rs. 14.00 lakhs provided on the 
plan side. During 1992-93, a sum of Rs. 85.00 lakhs was spent out of 
budget provision of Rs. 86.13 lakhs on th,e non-plan side while a sum of 
Rs. 17.S5 lakhs was spent out of a provision of Rs. 20.00 lakhs on the 

plan side. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 96.99 lakhs was provided on the 

non-plan side and Rs. 20.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. Proposal for con¬ 

struction, of.ia-separate Repository block at an estimated cost of Rs. 577,00 
lakhs was submitted to the State Government. 

Records Management 

Records of the following series were sorted, separated and arranged 
chronologically: 

<"i) Home Department (ex-Hyderabad State) (1282H to 1956). 
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(ii) Tabliq Nawisi pertaining to Aurangzeb’s reign (1658 —1707 
A.D.). 

fiii) Spare copies of Government orders and Board . Proceedings 
(1857—-1920) acquired from Tamil Nadu Archives pertaining 
to Andhra Pradesh. 

<iv) Proposal for receiving all the non-current records of the various 
Government Departments at the District level and to house them 
at the Regional offices of the State Archives was submitted to 
the Government. 

(v) Guidelines for better maintenance of records in the Records 
Rooms of the District Colleotorates were provided to all the 
District Collectors. 

Research and Reference 

364 scholars availed themselyes of the research facilities and 10220 
records were requisitioned by them for consultation. 2,202 records were 
requisitioned by the Government agencies while 459 queries on records 
from private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

The following out put was achieved : 

(i) Cataloguing of 4657 documents/files pertaining to the Farman of 
Asif Jahi Vlth (1341—1347) ; Home Department Ex Hyderabad Govern¬ 
ment (1901—1911) ; private collections of Sri Burgula Ramakrishna Rao 
(1936—62) ; Sri G. V. Subba Rao (1937—51) ; Sri Vavilala Gopala 
Krishnaiah (1949—69) and Sri Madala Veerabadra Rao (1971—80) 
was completed. 

(ii) Preparation of indices for Retained Disposals ( 1887 — 1930 ) 
transferred from Nellore Collcctorate, Education Department (1960 — 70 ), 
Godavari District Records (1835—57), Masulipatam District Records 
(1837—57) was taken up. 

(iii) Compilation of summary inventory for Retained Disposals files 
c Nellore Collectorate (1887—1918) was under progress. 

Publication Programme 

I he following publications were brought out: 

0) itihas. Volume XVII, No. 1 (January—June 1991), Volume 
XVII, No. 2 (July—December 1991), Volume XVIII, (January—June 
1992) and (July—December 1992). 

(ii) Mughal Documents "Catalogue of Aurangzeb’s Reign, Volume III 
(1664-65 A.D;), 

(iii) Guntur District Inscriptions (in Telugu). 

(iv) Prakasan District Kaifiyats (in Telugu). 
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(v) Nfellore District -Kaifiyats (in Telugu). 

(vij Vizianagaram District Kaifiyats (in Telugu). 

(vii) Guide to the Records of Andhra Pradesh State Archives. Work 
on the following publication’s was in progress : 

(i) Mughal Documents Catalogue of Aurangzeb’s Reign, Volume IV 
(1665-66 A.D.). 

(ii) Calender of Personal Correspondence of Sir Salar Jung I 
(1853—1883 A.D.). 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved :. 


(i) Minor repair . ... 92,699 Sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. . . . . 22,360 Sheets 

(iii) Lamination. 810 Sheets 

(iv) Guarding .. 9,488 Sheet 

(v) Binding •. 2,744 books 

(vi) Stitching.. . 10,872 files 

Govt. 

Orders 

(vii) Repair of maps 54 maps 


Photo-duplication 

111 rolls of microfilm negatives and 35 rolls of duplicate microfilms were 
prepared. 

Training in Archival Sindies 

(i) A One Year Post-Graduate Diploma Course in Archival Science 
and Manuscrjptology was started from the Academic Year 1992-93 in 
collaboration with Osmania University, Hyderabad. The first batch of 12 
candidates joined the course. 

(ii) A short term training course in Record Management was 
conducted by the Department from 1—10 March 1993 in which 24 
candidates working in the Records Rooms of District Collectorates of 
Andhra Pradesh were imparted training. 

Other Important Activities 

(1) The State Archives was recognised as Research Institute by 
Osmania University, Hyderabad during the period under report. 

(ii) Archives Week was celebrated from 1—7 January 1992 and 
25—30 January 1993 in the State Archives at Hyderabad. As part of the 
celebrations, exhibitions of historical documents, publications and photo¬ 
graphs were mounted. 
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A documentary on Andhra Pradesh state Archives was screened and 
Panel discussion in Telegu on. utility of Archives, was telecast on 7 January 
1992. 

tiii) 15 iectures bv eminent scholars and academicians were 
arranged. 


ANDHRA PRADESH 
(1993—1995) 

Administration 

Dr. S. K. Pachauri continued as Commissioner of Archives upto 25 
November 1995, while Shri K. Ambarish officiated as Commissioner upto 
22 December 1993. Thereafter Shri S. P. Naidu took over the charge as 
Commissioner of Archives from 23 December 1993 and was. . succeeded 
by Shri J. R. Anand as Director of Archives w.e.f.l August T994- 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 92.50 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 
Rs. 96.99 lakhs on the non-plan side during 1993-94, while a sum of 
Rs. 9.44 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of Rs. 20.00 lakhs 
on the plan side. During 1994-95 an amount of Rs. 102.00 lakhs was 
spent against the budget provision of Rs, 111.00 lakhs on the non-plan 
side while Rs. 10.00 lakhs (including Rs. 5.00 lakhs under the Central 
Assistance Scheme) was spent out of the plan allocation of Rs. 20.00 
lakhs. For 1995-96 a provision of Rs. 128.00 lakhs’ has been madp on 
the non-plan side and Rs. 25.00 lakhs (including Rs. 5.00 lakhs under the 
Central Assistance Scheme) has been allocated under the clan budcet. 

Bufldins 

The State Archives has its own buildine; 

Records Management 

The following records series, were examined: .12,000 files of District 
Col’ectorates of Warangal (1895-—1930) and Khammam (1906—65) ; 
1,340 volumes and 22,750 files of Retained Disposals and permanent 
records of Anantapur District (1802—1930) ; 717 volumes of Proceedings 
of thj; Board of Revenue (1802—1930); 542 volumes of Fort St. George 
Gazettes (1863—1930)..; 81 volumes of District Gazettes (of Anantapur 
District (1833—1930) 

Research and Reference 

322 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment and 25,112 records were requisitioned by them. Besides 2,875 
records were requisitioned by Government agencies while 397 .qifcries on 
records from private agenoies/individuals were attended to. 
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RetotMeMedi 

.Summary inventory of the retained disposals of Nellore District 
(1913—30) was completed. .Preparation of indices to records of the 
following Departments was in progress : Education Department (mis¬ 
cellaneous series) (1966), District records of Chittoor and Nellore 
(1902—17), East Godavari (1905-06), Subedar of Warangal (1895— 
1920), Guntur (1835—57) and Anantapur Districts (1893—1930) 

Compilation of Catalogue of 1,800 documents of the 8tb Regnal year 
(1665-66) of Auraogzeb’s reign Volume-IV was in progress. 

Publics don Programme 

A . publication . .entitled . ‘Archives and Rare Papers of Historic 
Importance—occasional Paper Series’ No. 1 was brought out. 

Preservation o! Records 

The following out-put was achieved 


u) Tissue Repair.. 

mi 

Sheets 

(2) Chiffon repair ........ 

15 

Sheets 

(3) Lamination . . „ . .’ 

6526 

Sheets 

(4) Guarding . . ... . 

13224 

Sheets 

(5) Binding '• . . 

2145 

Books 

(6) Minor repairs . . . . . 

103218 

Sheets 

Photo Duplication 




110 rolls of duplicate microfilms and 35 rolls of negative microfilms 
of various newspapers were prepared. 

Library 

1521 books were acquired. 

Training in Archival Studies 

(1) 12 candidates were imparted training in the One Year. Post- 
Graduate Diploma Course in Archival Science and Manuscriptology during 
1993-94 and 1994-95. 

(Z) 20 persons working in various records organisations of Directo- 
rates/Commissionarates of the State Government were imparted training in 
Records Management. 

Other Important Activities 

(1) 10 officials of the, State Archives were deputed to Tamil Nadu 

Archives for preparing ■ lists, of rare -Telegu Books pertaining to Andhra 
Pradesh. . 

(2) Officers of the Department participated in the sessions of the 
Indian History Congress, South Indian History Congress, Andhra Pradesh 
History Congress and Institute of Historical Studies.. 
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ASSAM 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

There was no change in the Administrative set up of State Archives. 
The proposal for establishing a full-fledged Directorate of Archives 
con'irmed to be under consideration of the Government, although, the post 
of Director of Archives was created. Proposal for compilation of a com¬ 
prehensive Guide to the Records of the State Archives with Central 
assistance was submitted to the Government. 


Badge! 

During 1991-92 a sum of Rs. 7.47 lakhs was spent but of the budget 
allocation of Rs. 10 00 lakhs on the plan side, while in 1992-93 a r,um 
of Rs. 10.76 lakhs was spent against budget allocation of Rs. 13.00 lakhs 
on the plan side. For 1993-94, a sum of Rs. 14.00 lakhs was provided 
on the plan. side. There is no budget provision on the non-plan side. 

Bollding 

The Department has its own building. 

Records Management 

20,000 files of .Public Works Department (Capital Division) 
(1874—1975) were examined. Of these 4,740 files were marked for 
retention. While reviewing records. Assam Secretariat Manual of Office 
Procedure was followed. 

Research and Reference 

62 scholars availed of research facilities provided by the Department. 
2,685 records were requisitioned by research scholars and 15,656 records 
by various Government Departments. Besides; >38 -queries on' records 
received from private agencies/individuals were also attended to. 

Reference Media 

Subject listing of Records of the Office of Chief Commissioner of 
Assam (1874—1909) was nearing completion, while Records of the 
Governor’s Secretariat were arranged ohronologically after preparation of 
subject lists. 

Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening . .' 

(ii) Repair with Chiffon . . . 

(iii) Lamination . . . . . , 

(iv) Guarding ...... 

(v) Binding ..... 

Library 


2,670 Sheets 
2,154 Sheets 
1,573 Sheets 
942 Sheets 
915 Volumes 


3,270 books were acquired. 
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ASSAM 

(1993-94) 

Administration 

There was up change in the administrative set-up. 

Bndget 

a sum of Rs. 10.19 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of 
Rs. 14.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 20.00 lakhs 
Was provided on the plan side. There is no budget provision on the 
non-plan side. 


BaDding 

The State Archives has its own building. 

Research and Reference 

24 scholars availed of research* facilities provided by the Department. 
1,340 records, were, - requisitioned by research scholars and 9.334 records 
by: various Government Departments. Besides,. 35 queries on records 
received from private agencies/individual were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Preparation of Index to records of Assam Secretariat (1950-51) was 
completed. 

Preservation of Records 

The following.output was achieved: 

(i) Flattening 
(if) Repair with Cluflon 
(iii) Lamination . . . . 

i'iv) Guarding 
(v) Binding 

BIHAR 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

The Bihar State Archives continued to function as an Attached 
Office under Cabinet Secretariat and Co-Ordination Department, Govern¬ 
ment of Bihar. The State Archives has four Regional offices at Dar* 
bhahga, Ranchi, Bettiah and Bhagalpur. In the District Records Rooms 
at Ara, Gaya, Munger, Chapra, Hazaribagh, Ghaibasa, Saharsa, Pumes, 
Dumka and Muzallarpur, the District Magistrates are being assisted by 
Archivists in respect of upkeep of their records etc. 


1.260 Sheets 
1:162 'Leave* 
856 Sheets 
64 Sheets 
725 Volume* 
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Badge* 

During 1991-92 a turn of Rs. 28.27 lakhs was spent out of the 
budget allocation of Rs. 45.28 lakhs on .the non-plan side and Rs. 4.29 
lakhs were spent out of the plan (General) budget against an allocation 
of R«. 5.00 lakhs and Rs. 1.30 lakhs out of the plan (Tribal) budget of 
Rs. 2.00 lakhs. For 1992-93, a sum of Rs. 31.00 lakhs was spent out of 
the budget allocation of Rs. 49.00 lakhs on the non-plan side while 
Rs. 69.00 thousands was' spent out of plan (General) against an allocation 
of Rs. 6.00 lakhs. No expenditure was incurred front the allocation of 
Rs. 2.50 lakhs under plan (Tribal) side. For 1993-94, a provision of 
Rs. 54.67 lakhs was made on the non-plan side, Rs, 5,00 lakhs on plan 
(General) and Rs. 3.25 lakhs on plan (Tribal) side. 

Banding 

A functional building for the Department has been constructed at 
Patna. Transfer of records-to thd new building was continued. 

Records Manigeawaf 

(i) During 1991-92, 6,628 files of Bhagalpur Commissioner’s Office 
were appraised. These covered the years 1900—1950 and comprised 
records of Departments or Revenue, Land Revenue, Wants, Judicial, 
Miscellaneous Revenue, General, Local Self-Government, Income Tax, 
Land Acquisition, Public Works and Miscellaneous and Judicial. Further 
1861 files of Revenue Department (1971—80) in the District Record 
Room of Godda were examined and marked for retenP.on for 15 years. 
In addition, 532 bundles/volumes of records in the Dharbhanga Regional 
Office pertaining to the period (1860—1950) and comprising Land 
Settlement Misils and Mutation Minis, Sales Certificates, Tresspass 
Khesara and Khatians, Rent. Sujt Registers, Cash Book*,- Raj Copy 
Khatians. Pucca Khatians, Village Notes, General Ledgers and 81 Survey 
Maps .were examined and marked for permanent retention. 

(ii) During 1992-93, 41,510 files of Departments, of Industry 
(1967-68), Revenue and Criminal cases of District of Palamau 
(1958—90), Munger Collectorate records (1937-38), Revenue/Agri¬ 
culture Records of Sahibganj. Collectorate (1952—75) were appraised. 
Of these 750 files were marked-for retention. 

While appraising records, the Bihar Records Manual, Secretariat 
Instructions and various Executive Instructions issued by the Government 
of Bihar from time to time were kept in view. 

Research and Reference 

Hie open period for consultation of records was brought down from 
50 years to 30 years. The 30 years old records now open for consultation 
pertain to the Departments of Home (Special), Public Works, Irrigation 
and Board of Revenue; 
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1 1 7 scholars availed ofresearch facilities of the State Archives and 
its Regional Offices. 1887 records and 334 books: were requisitioned by 
them. : 1,123- records and,, 204 books- were requisitioned bv Government 
agencies,-while- 9,792 queries on records received- from private agencies/ 
individuals were attended to, 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 


(i) Flattening 

5,041 

Sheets 

(ii) Repaif with tissue paper 

• \ ,841 

Sheets 

(iii. Guarding 

1,869 

Sheets 

(iv) Binding 

540 

Volumes 

(v) Stitching 

4U{ 

piles 


Photo-duplication 

2,000 pages of xerox copies of 'records; books and journals were 
prepared: 

Library 

1344 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

The Director of Archives participated in the Indian History Congress 
held in February 1992 and 54th Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission held i>t Rohtak in April-1992. 

BIHAR 

(1993—1995) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set-up. 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 33.39 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of 
Rs. 54.67 lakhs on the non-plan side during’ 1993-94! No expenditure 
was incurred on the plan side Owing to ‘financial "restrictions imposed by 
the State Government. During 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 37.16 lakhs was 
incurred out of the budget provision of Rs. 56.26 lakhs on the non-plan 
side. No expenditure was incurred on the plan side. For 1995-96 a 
sum of Rs. 61.76 lakhs has been made on the non-plan side, Rs. 5.00 
lakhs,on plan (General) and Rs. 2 lakhs on Plan (Tribal) side. 

Building 

The L'brary of. the Department began functioning from the new 
building of the State Archives while transfer of records to the new 
premises'was in .progress. 
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Record* Management 

500 records of late 19th century and early 20th century pertaining 
to Bihar 5urvey Office arid 5000 papers of Revenue and Criminal cases 
in the District cf Palamau (1962—92) were' examined. While appraising 
records the Bihar Records Manual, Secretariat instructions and various 
executive instructions issued by the Government of Bihar from time to 
time were kept in view. 


Research and Reference 

71 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the State 
Archives and its regional offices. 855 records and 1261 books were 
requisitioned by research scholars, while 52 records and 234 books were 
requisitioned by Government agencies. 47. queries on records received 
from orivate agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference .Media 

(i) Lists of the Proceedings volumes of the meetings of the Council 
of Ministers from 1950 onwards was under preparation. 

(ii) Compilation of pre-1857 records was taken up for preparing a 
Guide on Records Management. 

Publication Programme 

The following publicat : ons were being made ready for the press: 
(i) Monuments of Patna, (ii) Battle and Battle Sites in Bihar and 

(iii) Raqbabandi Todarmali. 


Preservation of Records 

The following out-put was achieved :— 



(0 Flattening 

: ■ . • • # ■. • . ' 

2,58$ 

Sheets 

(ii) Tissue repair . 

« • • . > a * 

2,597 

Sheets 

(iii) Guarding 

• • « 4 • t • 

1,233 

Sheets 

(iv) Binding 

• . . * • » • t « 

163 

Volumes 

(v) Stitching # 

Library 

72 

Files 

490 books were 

acquired. 

Other Important Activities 




(1) The State Archives participated in the West Bengal Book Fair 
held at Calcutta in December 1993. 

(2) A Centenary Celebration Committee of Dr. L. A. Waddell’s 
identification of Patliputra was constituted with the Governor of Bihar as 
its Patron in Chief, and Director of Archives as its Member Secretary. 



DELHI 

(1991—93) 

Administrate 

The administrative set up remained the same as was reported in the 
earlier report. 7 nevy posts viz., 1 Assistant Microphotographist Gf. I, 
2 Archivists, 2 Assistant Archivists. 1 Photo Assistant and 1 Dark Room 
Attendcnt were created. 


Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 15.92 lakhs was spent out of budget 
allocation of Rs. 16.31 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs, 1.74 lakhs 
out of the plan budget provision otRs. 12.00 lakhs. For 1992-93 a sum 
of Rs. 26.46 lakhs was incurred against budget allocation of Rs. 16.31 
lakhs on the non-plan side. Increase'in expenditure was due to extension 
of AC facilities to more floors in Stacks and Reprography unit. Besides, 
a sum of Rs. 3.63 lakhs was spent out of budget allocation of Rs. 8.00 
lakhs on plan side. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 25.20 lakhs was orovided 
on the non-plan side and Rs. 9.00 lakhs on the olan side 

KUildltig 

Ihe Department has its own functional building comprising two 
blocks viz. 

(i) Six storeyed centrally air conditioned Stack and Service Block; 
and 

(ii) Five storeyed Administrative Block. An exhibition Hall has 
also beeti set up for bolding exhibitions of historical documents 
and photographs etc. 

Records Management 

20,000 files of " Delhi Administration -Secretariat Records (1960—66), 
and 2,000 files of Directorate of Vigilance, Government of National 
Capital Territory of Delhi (1965 ; - J 67) were examined. Out of these 
89% and 4% files respectively were marked for retention. While 
appraising reeords. Retention Schedule, prescribed by the Department of. 
Administrative Reforms, Government of India was followed. 

Research and Reference 

43 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment. hO,B00 files/gazettes/registers/Library books .etc. were requisitioned 
by Government Agencies and 1825 files/documents by research scholars. 
465 queries on records received from urivate agencies/individuals were 
attended to. 
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Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening 70,000 Sheets 

tii) Binding 250 registers/gazettes/ 

hoeki/indices. 

(iii) Switching 1.670 flies 

PhbtO-dopUcatioa 

13,200 photo copies were prepared by automatic plain paper copier. 

Litany 

169 books were acquired. 


DELHI 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was ho change in the administrative set-up. 6 posts lying 
vacant'f6r more than a year were abolished due to economy ban imposed 
by the Government OT India " The Administrative Reforms Department, 
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi has however recom¬ 
mended creation of 6 additional posts viz. two each of Archivists, Assistant 
Archivists and Binr]r~ The proposals are under consideration of the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development, Department of Culture. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 24.93 lakhs was spent out of the 
Budget allocation of Rs 25.20 lakhs and Rs. 1.55 lakhs out of the plan 
budget provision of Rs. 9.00 lakhs. During 1994-95, a sum of Rs. 26.53 
lakhs was spent out of the budget provision :of ; Rj, 30.7Q lakhs on the 
non-plan side and Rs. 2.85 lakhs out of budget provision of Rs. 8.00 
lakhs on the plan side For 1995-96 a sum of Rs. 30.93 lakhs was 
provided on die non-plan side and Rs. 8.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The Department has its own functional ©unauig. ;t is proposed to 
set up S 'sound proof recording room for oral history programme. 

Records Management 

9500 files of Secretariat records. Government of National Capital 
Territory; of Delhi *(1965—67) and 1000 files of Directorate of Vigilance 
( 1969 _gl) were examined. Out of these 60% and 3.1% -files respec-. 
lively were marked for retention, While appraising records, Retention 
Schedule -prescrihtTd by the Department of Administrative , Reforms, 
Government of India was followed. 
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Research and Reference 

46 scholars availed of research facilities provided by the Department. 
1,000 ’filcs/jtfretteS'/registers/volumes/library -books etc. were requisitioned 
by Government Agencies and 1,638 files by research scholars. 171 queries 
on records received from private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Preparation of index to the records of erstwhile Chief Commissioner’s 
Office, Delhi for the vear 1945 was comoleted while that of 1946 was in 
progress 


Preservation ot Kecords 
The following, output was achieved : 


(1) Flattening . . 9,000 Sheets 

(2) Binfling.2,100 Flies 

•1 Regis tei 

Photo-duplication 

14,214. photo copies were prepared by automatic plain paper copier. 

Library 

120 books were acquired. 

GOA 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. Under the Deve¬ 
lopment of Archives Programme, approval of the Government was received 
for microfilming of land registration records lying in the office of the Civil 
Registrar of' Ilhas and Bardez and for survey of private records; 


Budget 

Duiing 1991-92 a sum of Rs. 33.63 lakhs was spent out of the non- 
plan budget of Rs. 37.00 lakhs and Rs. 13.57 lakhs out of the plan budget 
of Rs. 24.00 lakh's. Tri 1992-93 a sum of &; 35.70 lakhs was spent out 
of non-plan budget of Rs. 37.00 lakhs and Rs. 9.42' lakhs out of plait 
budget of Rs. 24.00 lakhs. For 1993-94, a sum of Rs. 37.00 lakhs was 
provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 10.00 lakhs on the clan side. 


Building 

The State Archives has its own building, besides occupying two 
rented buildings. 

Records Management 

10,340 records/volumes/files mostly of the 19th century, pprtaining 
to the ‘‘Quartel General, Reparticao do Gabinete,.. Secretaria Geral’, etc. 
were examined. 
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Research sod Reference 

59 scholars including 33 foreigners availed themselves of the research 
facilities. 1390 records and books were requisitioned by them. Besides, 
7,866 queries from private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

512 pages of ‘Forai de Salcete* pertaining to the villages Semabatim, 
Adasolim, Cananu, Varca, Orli, Cavelossim, Carmona, Deusua, Murmugao, 
Arossim etc; 149 pages from codices of ‘Moncoes do Reino’, ‘Regimentos 
das Forralezas’ etc. were transcribed. 273 old Portuguese and Modi; 
Marathi documents were transcribed in English and 25 Modi 
documents were translated into Marathi with a view to oublish 
them in the Departmental Journal Purabhilekh-Puratatva. 

Publication Programme 

Volume VIII, No. 2 (July—December 1990) and Volume IX, No. 1 
(January—June 1991) of Purabhilekh-Puratatva were brought out. Two 
booklets, viz. (i) Detailed evolutionary history of ‘Historical Archives of 
Goa’ and (ii) Summaries in English of Modi-Marathi records displayed at 
the special Exhibition organised on the >qcasion of the visit of His 
Excellency Dr. Mario Soares, President of the Portuguese Republic, to 
Goa Archives were published. 

Preservation of Records 

The following out-put was achieved : 

(i) Flattening . 

(ii) Repair with tissue Paper .... 

(iii) Lamination. 

(iv) Guarding.. 

(v) Binding. 

Photo-duplication 

19,536 photp copies, 30,700 negative microfilms and 3,000 positive 
microfilms were prepared. 

Library 

370 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

Archives Week was celebrated from 31 October to 7, November 
1991 and 16—22 November 1992. As . part, of the week exhibitions on 
selected records in Portuguese, English and Modi-Marathi were organised. 
Brochures containing summaries in English of the documents displayed 
were tvs wfelTbrought out on the occasion: 


1,15,688 folios 

1,23,253 folios 

600 Sheets 

41,198 folios 

1,623 books, vo¬ 
lumes flies. 
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GOA 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

\ sum of Rs. 45.70 lakhs was spent against Rs. 44.28 lakhs under 
the non-plan budget during 1993-94 and Rs. 80.84 lakhs out of the plan 
budget of Rs. 113.50 lakhs. In 1994-95, an expenditure of Rs. 48.18 
lakhs was incurred aga'nst a budget provision of Rs. 45.00 lakhs on the 
non-plan side and Rs. 49.34 lakhs out of the budget provision of Rs. 111.00 
lakhs, on the plan side. For 1995-96, an allocation of Rs. 49.00 lakhs 
has beer made on the non-plan side and Rs. 71.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building and is also occupying two 
rented buildings. 

Records Management 

7,368 records/files mostly of the 19th century pertaining to the 
“Quartcl General Reparticao do Gabinetc, Secretaria Geral”, were 
examined and all of them were marked for retention. 

Research and Reference 

68 scholars including 25 foreigners availed of the research facilities 
provided by the department. 1,935 records and books were requisitioned 
by them. In addition 5,900 queries from private agencies/individuals were 
attended to. 

Reference Media 

315 pages of various codices ‘Moncoes do Re : no’, ‘Uvro de pazes’. 
‘Estrangeiros’ etc., were transcribed and 20 Marathi-Modi documents were 
translated for publication in the departmental journal. 

Publication Programme 

(1) Volume IX, No. 2 (July—December 1991) of the Departmental 
journal Purabhilekh-Puratatva was brought out. 

(2) 1,500 copies of the booklet entitled “Quarter-Centenary Year— 
Historic Archives of Goa” (1595—1995) was published. 


Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 

(1) Flattening. 

. 1,68,360 

folios 

(2) Tissue Repair. 

. 1,73,628 

folios 

(3) Lamination . 

245 

sheets 

(4) Guarding. 

39,085 

folios 

(5) Binding. 

1,881 

books/ 

files/ 

voiumei. 
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Photo-duplication 

15,797 photo copies of 25,627 negative microfilms were prepared. 

Library 

285 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(1) Archives Week was celebrated from 22—29 November 1993 
and 73-—29 November 1994. As part of the celebrations exhibitions on 
selected records were mounted. 

(2) The 'Quarter Centenery Celebration’ of the Goa Archives was 
held ^n 24 February 1995 alongwith IXth Local History Seminar in 
collaboration with Goa University. It was inaugurated by the Chief 
Minister of Goa and was presided over by the Ex-Vice-Chancellor of 
Manipur University. Dr. Antonio Tanger Correa, Consul-General of 
Portugal was the guest of honour for the function. 

(3) One session of the VHtb International Indo-Portuguese History 
Seminar was held in Goa Archives on 21 January 1994. 

(4) The 8th and 9th Seminars on 'History of Goa’ were held in the 
Directorate of Archives on 24-25 February 1994 and 24-25 February 
1995 respectively 

GUJARAT 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. The proposal to 
bifurcate the administrative set up of the Department into two branches 
i.e. technical and administrative continued to be under consideration of 
the State Government. 


Budget 

A sum of Rs 49.49 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 
Rs. 51.50 lakhs during 1991-92 and a sum of Rs. 52.77 lakhs was spent 
out of the budget provision of Rs. 54.00 lakhs on the non-plan side during 
1992-93. No expenditure was incurred on the plan side during 1991-92 
and 1992-93. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 54.35 lakhs was provided on 
the non-pian side and Rs. 9.50 lakhs on the plan side. 


Building 

The State Archives has its own functional building at Gandhinagar. 
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Records Management 

In all, 43.916 files were appraised of wh'cji 31% files were recom¬ 
mended for retention. The series of records which were appraised are as 
under — 

(i) Hazur Diwani Orders, Baroda (1925—1^6) 

(ii) Baroda Residency (1801—1946) 

(iii) Development Commissioner (1900—18) 

(iv) Nyayamantri Kacberi, Baroda (1905—45) 

(v) Khangi and Account Hazur Political Office, Baroda (1921—4C) 

(vi) Hazur Political Office, Baroda (1806—1949) 

(vii) Khangi Account Customs, Baroda (1944—48) 

(viii) Sirsuba Political English Branch, Baroda (1840—1940) 

(ix) Collector’s Office, Junagadh (1948- 55) 

(x) District Record Office, Junagadh (1904—48) 

(xi) Bhavnagar State, Bhavnagar (1864—1948) 

(xii) Rajkot Huzur Office (1868—1947) 

(xiii) Vadia Huzur Office (1906—07) 

(xiv) Lodhika Police Patel Daftar (1884—1934, 1947) 

(xv) Vadia State Treaty Daftar (1928— 

(xvi) Jasdan State Lekhavahi (1922—47) 

(xvii) Navanagar Giras Record (1820—1944) 

(xviii) Rajkot Talpad Mamlatdar (1900—38) 

(xix) Rajkot Mahas Administrative Office (1920—21) 

(xx) Vadia Manager Office (1906—15) 

(xxi) News paper cutting files (1895—1942) 

(xxii) Residency Office, Baroda (1900—1942) 

(xxiii) Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Vadodara (1920—60) 

(xxiv) Mamlatdar Office, Maliya Hatina Revenue Department (1948—6C) 

(xxv) Treasury day book (1961-62) 

(xxvi) Manavadar Mamlatdar Office (1885—1948) 

(xxvii) Ration Department, Navanagar State (1917—54) 

(xxviii) Thana Devli State (1881—1948) 

(xxix) Birth-Death Registers, Gondal, Dhoraji, Patanvad Mahal, Vadia, Virpur, Jet- 
pur, Babra Taluk, Rajpura (1909—48) 

(xxx) Babra-thana outward book (1944—47) 

(xxxi) Administrative Dhoraji Mahal (1946) 

(xxxii) Rajkot Vahivati (1987-88) 

(xxxiii) Upleta Vahivati (1944-45) 

(xxxiv) Khijadiya Police Patel, Vadia State (1933) 

(xxxv) Dhangadhra State Record (1877—1893) 

(xxxvi) Gondal State Records (1880-81) 

Research and Reference 

31 scholars availed themsc’ves of the research facilities and 1,000 
files and 1,149 books were requisitioned by them. 

Publication Programme 

Volumes 11, 1? and 13 of Raj-Daftar bi-annual Journal of the 
Department were published. 
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Preservation of books 

The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening. 

(ii) Repair with tissue papers. 

(iii) Repair with chiffon. 

(iv) Lamination. 

(v) Guarding. 

(vi) Binding. 

Library 

1,946 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

‘ \rchives Week’ was celebrated from 2—8 December 1991 and 
16—22 December 1992. As a part of the week exhibition and Open 
House were arranged. Besides, lectures were delivered in schools and 
colleges on the importance of Archives. 

GUJARAT 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. Response of the 
proposal submitted to the Government for bifurcation of administration 
and technical branches is still awaited. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 53.89 lakhs was spent out of the 
budget provision of Rs. 54.35 lakhs on the non-plan side, and no expendi¬ 
ture was incurred on the plan side. In 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 63.00 lakhs 
was spent against budget provision of Rs. 58.00 lakhs on the non-plan 
side and no expenditure was incurred on plan side. For 1995-96 a sum 
of Rs. 68.70 lakhs has been provided on non-plan side and Rs. 9.50 lakhs 
on plan side. 

Records Management 

49,268 files of the following offices were appraised:— 

Treasury Department, Navanagar (1913—45), Mamlatdar Office, 
Malia Habina (1948—60), Sub-Treasury Office, Manavdar (1962-63), 
Superintendent, Prohibition and Excise Office (1952—62), Revenue 
Department (1886—1960), Thana Devdi State (1881—1948), Rajkot 
Huzur Office (1898—1948), Porbandar State Giras Record (1874— 
1945), Mamlatdar Office, Kuwadawa (1938—48), Babra Thona (1946- 
47). Barwala Revenue Daftar (1898-1899), Atkot Mahal (1904—29\ 


9,507 

sheets 

5,895 

sheets 

20 

sheets 

1,548 

sheets 

6,991 

sheets 

3,705 

books 

and 

registers. 
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District Police Office (1906—66), Collector’s Office, Godhra (1946—60), 
Collector's Office, Surat (1950—62), Mamlatdar Office, Olpad (1906— 

63) , A.P.O.D. Zone, Vadodara (1941—48), A.P.O.D. Attached Area, 
Vadodara (1930—48), Residency Office, Vadodara (1892—1941), Vidia 
State (1896—1947), Jasdan Vahivati Office (1901—1948), Kathiawad 
Mamlatdar Office (1940—48), Kuvadawa Vahivati Office (1868-69, 
1912-13), Railway Department (1860—1947), Attached Area (H.P.O. 
1941—48), Residential Office, Vadodara (1892—1941), Ex-Commis- 
sioner, Vadodara State (1920—60), Huzur Political Office, Vadodara, 
(1857—1940), and Development Commissioner, Ex-Baroda State (1921— 

64) . Of these 30% files-were marked for retention. 

Research and Reference 

61 research scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the 
Department. 1,072 files, 750 books, 131 Gazettes and 714 Administrative 
Reports were requisitioned by them. 

Reference Media 

4,957 files of Revenue Department and old Princely States (1854— 
1949) and 1,646 old manuscripts (1864—88) were listed. 

Publication Programme 

Volume 14 (April 1993). Volume 15 (October 1993) and Volume 
16 (Dec. 1994) of ‘Raj Daftar’ the bi-annual journal of the Department 
were published. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved: 

(1) Flattening 

(2) Repair with tissue paper 

(3) Guarding 

(4) Binding 

Library 

562 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Archives Week was organised by the Department from 13—20 
December 1993, and 28 November to 31 December 1994. In order to 
promote archival consciousness amongst the people, lectures were delivered 
in Schools and Colleges, press notes were given in local newspapers and 
an exhibition on records regarding Navanagar State Agency records, 
Bhavnagar State, Porbandar State etc. was mounted. 

(ii) Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad organised a Seminar on “Village 
History through records” from 24—26 February 1994, in which Officers 
of the Department participated. 


9,925 Sheets 
10,250 Sheets 
10,175 Sheets 
1,859 Books 
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HARYANA 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

Shri Raj Kumar, IAS held the post of Director of Archives upto 23 
May 1991 and Shri N. K. Jain, IAS upto 16 January 1992. Thereafter 
Smt. Shakuntala Zakhu, IAS assumed charge as Director of Archives 
w.e.f. !7 January 1992. 

Shri I. J. Kapil. Assistant Director of Archives apart from assuming 
the charge of Deputy Director of Archives. - was declared as Head of 
Office also. 

The Department submitted five plan schemes, viz.—(i) Setting up 
District/Divisional Archives, (ii) Publicity Programme of Archives, 
(iii) Survey of public and private records, (iv) Microfilming and preserva¬ 
tion of records, (v) Strengthening of administration of Haryana State 
Archives, and (vi) Centrally sponsored scheme for development of Archives. 

Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 17.64 lakhs was spent against a budget 
provision of Rs. 16.25 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 2.45 lakhs out 
of Rs. 7.00 lakhs on the plan side. In 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 19.18 lakhs 
was spent out of the budget provision of Rs. 19.31 lakhs on the non-plan 
side and Rs. 2 37 lakhs out of Rs. 10.60 lakhs on the plan s'de. For 
1993-94, a sum of Rs. 21.65 lakhs was provided under non-plan side and 
Rs 9.60 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The Department is presently functioning in a rented building. The 
Chief Minister of Haryana laid the foundation of the State Archives 
Bu'ldmg at Asthal Bohar (Rohtak) on 26 January 1993. 

Records Management 

16,011 files of the Office of Commissioner, Hisar (1962—81), 
Deputy Commissioner, Hisar (1893.—1964), Deputy Commissioner, 
Rohtak (1876—1959), Directorate of Animal Husbandry Department, 
Haryana (1910—8*?). Out of these 30% files were marked for retention. 
While appraising records, Retention Schedule for Records common to all 
Departments was followed. 

Research and Reference 

37 scholars availed themselves of research facilities and 1,561 files/ 
volumes/manuscripts were requisitioned by them. 
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Reference Media 

The following work was done : 

(i) 150 flies of the Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Hisar (1887—1935) were 
Subject listed. 

(ii) 715 files of miscellaneous records of Ambrtla Division (1839—1954) were 
descriptively listed. 

(iii) 191 maps available in the Department were listed. 

(iv) Summary inventory of 183 files of Regional Repository, Ambala were prepared. 

(v) Press List of 1,406 letters of Revenue Department, Ambala Division (1866—80) 

and 1,000 letters of Military Department (1857— 59), Education Department 
(1861—63), Political Department (1857—64), Revenue Department (1851—80), 
Public Works Department (1862—73), Judicial Department (1851—52) of Delhi 
Division were prepared. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening. 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 

(iii) Lamination. 

(iv) Guarding. 

(v) Binding. 

Photo-duplication 

4,063 xerox copies. 2,000 microfilm exposures and 5 rolls of photo 
film were prepared. 

Library 

4,050 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) In connection with the Silver Jubilee Celebration of the State, 
the Department participated in the following exhibitions : 1—7 October 
1991 at New Delhi, 26 October to 1st November 1991 at Hisar, 15—19 
December 1991 at Kurukshetra, 28 February to 3 March 1992 at Rohtak, 
20—24 March 1992 at Gurgaon and 23—30 June 1992 at Kamal. 

(ii) An exhibition of historical documents was organised at Mahavir 
Stadium, Hisar on Republic Day (26 January 1992). 

(iii) On the eve of Fourth Freedom Fighters Convention, tho 
Department organised an exhibition of old documents at Indira Gandhi 
Auditorium, Hisar on 5 June 1992. 

(iv) As part of ‘Archives Week’, the Department organised an 
exhibition at Government Museum and Art Gallery, Chandigarh from 
16—22 November 1992. 


79,335 

sheets 

3,602 

sheets 

2,334 

sheets 

3,760 

sheets 

1,681 

books 


and 

16 

volumes. 

769 

files, 

261 

gazettes. 
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HARYANA 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

Administrative set up of the Department remained the same which 
was reported easier. However, the Department submitted seven plan 
schemes to the Government for approval, viz. (i) Setting up of Divisional 
Archives ; (ii) Publication Programme of Archives; (iii) Survey of Public 
and Private Record 0 .; (iv) Microfilming and Preservation of Records ; 
(v) Strengthening of Administration of Archives; (vi) Central Financial 
Assistance for Development of Archives; and (vii) Construction of 
Building for State Archives. 


Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 21.54 lakhs was spent out of budget 
allocation of Rs. 21 65 lakhs on the non-plan s : de and Rs. 3.20 lakhs 
out of Rs. 11.47 lakhs on the plan side. Tn 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 24.60 
lakhs, was spent out of budget allocation, Rs. 23.36 lakhs on the non-plan 
side and Rs. 0.80 lakh out of Rs. 10 37 lakhs on the plan side. For 
1995-96 a sum of Rs. 24.75 lakhs has been provided under non-plan 
side and Rs. 10.37 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives and its Regional Offices at Ambala and Hisar are 
functioning in rented buildings. 

Records Management 

8,855 files of Fisheries Department (1949—91), Wild Life Preserva¬ 
tion Department (1966—84), Commissioner's Office, Hisar (1890—1957), 
Irrigation Department (1937—77), Chief Minister Secretariat (1971— 
88 ), and Sales Tax Branch (1937—86) were appraised. Out of these 
only 4% files were marked for retention and rest for destruction. While 
appraising records, Retention Schedule for Records Common to all 
Depar.ments was followed 

Research and Reference 

30 scholars availed of research facilities and 976 files/volumes/ 
private papers/mannscripts/maps were requisitioned by them. 

Reference Media 

5,091 letters of Ambala Division Record Series (1830—55) were 
subject listed. 
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Preservation of Retards 

The following output was achieved : 

1,01,740 sheets 

572 sheets 

1,508 sheets 

1,651 sheets 

750 sheets 

382 files 
568 books 
505 gazettes 
20 volumes 

376 books 
241 gazettes 
17 registers 
1 volume 

Photo-duplication 

250 microfilm exposures were prepared. 

Library 

1,027 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) The Department participated in the State Level Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations of Quit India Movement on 8-9 August 1993 and displayed 
documents at Pa wal and Kurukshetra. 

(i!) As part of ‘Archives Week’ the Department organised an 
exhibition on “Role of Haryana in the Freedom Movement” from 27 
November .to 3 December 1993 at M.L.N. College, Yamunanagar* 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 
(1991—93) 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 4.59 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 

Rs. 4.65 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 4.10 lakhs out of budget 

allocation of Rs. 4.28 lakhs on the plan side during 1991*92. In 1992-93 
a sum of Rs. 5.30 lakhs was spent agamst budget provision of Rs. 5.48 
lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 4,10 lakhs out of budget allocation of 
Rs. 4.45 lakhs on the plan side. For 1993-94 a budget allocation of 

Rs, 5.93 lakhs was made on the non-plan side and Rs; 5.22 lakhs oh the 

plan $'de 

Building 

It is presently housed in a rented building. Proposal for construction 
of a new building for the State Archives was under cons'deration of the 
Government. 


(1) Flattening 

(2) Repair with tissue paper 

(3) Lamination . 

(4) Minor repair . 

(5) Guarding 

(6) Stitching and Binding 

(7) Binding 
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Records Management 

38,484 files, 59 volumes, 916 publications and 3 maps, 482 manu¬ 
scripts of the following Departments were appraised: (i) Himachal 

Pradesh Secretariat (1867—80, 1858—72), (ii) Municipal Corporation, 
Dharmsala (1867—90), (iii) Labour Commissioner, Shimla (1940—88), 
(iv) District Commissioner, Kullu (1841—1989), (v) SD.M. (Civil), 
Kandaghat, District Solan (1898—1950), and (vi) Rampur Buddhist 
Temple (over 500 years old) and Bhima Kali Temple, Saraban (100 years 
old). 15% of the total records appraised were marked for retention. 
While reviewing the records, Retention Schedule for Records common to 
all Departments, issued by the Department of Administrative Reforms, 
Government of India was followed. 

In addition, 42,302 rare and obsolete court stamps of Shimla Hill 
States and Punjab Hill States were transferred to the State Archives. 
While Settlement reports of Kangra, Dehra, Nurpur and Palampur Sub- 
Division for the years 1861, 1891-92, 1912-13 were appraised and ear¬ 
marked for microfilming. 

Research and Reference 

22 research scholars availed themselves of the research facilities. 
620 files were requisitioned by the Government agencies and 1,347 files/ 
Gazetteers/papers by scholars. 

Reference Media 

The following work was done: 

(i) Final transfer list of 1,080 files obtained from Deputy Com¬ 
missioner’s Office, Kangra (1854—1975) was prepared. 

(ii) Descriptive list of 504 documents of Foreign (Political) Depart¬ 
ment (1861—1921) was prepared. 

(iii) Transfer list of 48 files of Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Kullu 
(1841—1953) was prepared. 

(iv) 49 proceedings (1937) and 207 Gazetteers (1913—1959) were 
listed. 


Preservation of Records 


(i) Flattening. 24,635 sheets 

110 files 
75 books 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper ....... 1,390 sheets 

3 books 
8 files 

(iii) Lamination . . 1,729 sheets 

2 books 
19 files 
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(iv) Guarding . ...... 3,105 sheets 

5 books 
27 files 

(v) Binding.3,014 files 

35 books 
3 gazettes 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Ujji Valley in Kullu District was put under Archival Survey for 
locating historical documents etc., in private custody. 

(ii) Officers of the Department visited Bir-Paprola in Kangra District 
to ascertain availability of historical records in the possession of royal 
descendants/wazirs/fuedal Chiefs and priests. The descendants of Katocb 
ruling family, were contacted personally at Tara Garh in Palampur and 
Nadaun in Hamirpur for acquiring their private papers. 

" (iii) In collaboration with National Archives of India two workshops 
on preservation of records were organised at Dharmsala, District Kangra 
from 16 —18 March, 1992 and 1—3 March 1993 respectively in which 
36 officials from different Records Offices participated and received 
training in preservation of records. 

(iv) An exhibition of photographs of Freedom Fighters was held at 
the State Museum, Shimla on 2 October 1993. 

KARNATAKA 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

During 1993-94, a sum of Rs. 38.00 lakhs was spent.out of the 
budget provision of Rs. 48 58 lakhs on the non-plan side, while Rs. 22.66 
lakhs; was : spent out of budget provision of Rs. 30.00 lakhs on the p’an 
side. In 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 45.61 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
provision of Rs. 53.05 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 23.82 lakhs 
out of budget provision of Rs. 30.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 1995-96 
a sum of Rs. 59.45 lakhs has been provided under non-plan and Rs. 30.00 
lakhs under the plan side. 

R ntlding 

The State Archives is housed in the Secretariat building. However, 
proposal has been submitted to the State Government for providing 
suitable building. 


Records Management 

95,422 ‘C’ class files of the Secretariat Department (1984—88) 
were appraised. Out of these 2% files were marked for retention. Records 
Retention Schedule was followed while reviewing records. 
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Research and Reference 

182 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the 
Department and requisitioned 2,391 files, while the Government agencies 
requisitioned 150 records. Besides 1,939 queries on records received 
from the private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

2,250 files of Astagrama Division Records (1838—62) were 
catalogued and 300 reports of the Office of Mysore Commissioner 
(Irrigation) (1791—1975) were descriptively listed. 

Publication Programme 

(a) The following volumes were published : 

(i) Selections from the records of the Mysore Palace, Volume I, 
Musicians, actors and artists. 

(ii) Correspondence letters of Dewan P. N. Krishnamurtby. 

(in) Correspondence letters of Dewan M. Visweswaraiah. 

(iv) Correspondence letters of Dewan V. P. Madhava Rao. 

(b) Project relating to the publication of following volumes were 
taken up : 

(i) Correspondence letters of Dewan Mirza Ismail. 

(ii) A Catalogue of the Kannada records in the Archives of the 
Sringeri Math, Volumes I-II. 

(i’i) Constitutional Reform in Mysore. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 

(1) Flattening. 8,888 sheets 

(2) Lamination .. 11,970 sheets 

(3) Guarding . . . . . . . . 2,123 sheets 

(4) Binding. 1,347 sheets 

Photo-duplication 

60,837 xerox copies, 111 microfilm rolls and 2,993 photo copies were 
prepared. Besides 169 rolls were checked. 

Library 

154 books anti 149 reports were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Director and Deputy Director of Archives participated in the 54th 
Session of Indian History Congress held at Mysore from 16—18 
December 199’ 
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(ii) To arouse archival consciousness among the public, Archival 
Exhibitions were organised from 29 January to 2 February 1994 at 
Mandya, 26 February to 2 March 1994 at Udupi and 3 to 7 January 1995 
at Mysore, Jaganmohan Palace. 

(iii) The State Archives organised an exhibition at the 63rd All 
India Kannada Sahithya Sammelana at Mandya from 11—13 February 
1994. 

fiv) In connection with the Tipu Sultan Bi-centenary celebrations, the 
Department organised an Exhibition from 2—5 March 1995 at Banquet 
Hall Vidhana Soudhn, Bangalore. 

KERALA 

( 1991 — 93 ) 

Administration 

Shri P. S. M. Moideen continued as Director till 28 August 1991. Shri 
K. P. Somasekharan Nair, Joint Secretary, Cultural Affairs Department 
continued as Director-in-charge till 8 April 1992. Thereafter Smt. P. Leela 
Bai assumed charge as Director of Archives w.e.f. 9 April 1992. The 
post of librarian and Library Attendant were created and filled. 

Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 29.17 lakhs was spent against budget 
allocation of Rs. 29.20 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.06 lakhs 
against budget allocation of Rs. 13 62 lakhs on the plan side. In 1992-93, 
a sum of Rs. 29.32 lakhs was spent against the budget allocation of 
Rs. 36.59 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 7.39 lakhs out of budget 
provision of Rs. 14.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 1993-94 budget 
provision of Rs. 39.73 lakhs was made on the non-plan side and Rs, 15.00 
lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. 

Records Management 

The following records series were appraised during 1991-92. 

(i) 5,000 files of correspondence between the Dewan of Cochin and 
Officials (1916—30). 

(ii) 5,000 files of Huzur Secretariat (1868—1954). 

(iii) 10,000 letters of Kannada, Dutch, Persian, Telugu, Tamil. 
Gujarathi, Marathi (1809—54). 

(iv) 1,500 volumes of Cochin and Kerala Gazettes (1880—1991). 

(v) 1,000 bundles of Survey and Land Records (1893—97). 
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(vi) 32,820 files of Court Records (pre-1900 to 1947). 

fvii) 7,189 files of M.S.P. Commandant’s Office, Malappuram 
(1922—75). 

(viii) 3,500 files of Kerala Police Records, Criminal Intelligence 
Weekly and Crime and Occurrence Sheets (1957-—76). 

Out of these. 14% files were recommended for retention. 

During 1992-93, the following records series were appraised:— 

(i) 31,500 fites of Revenue Board, R.Dis and D.Dis (1967—1981). 

Cii) 5,010 files of Power Works Department Secretariat records 
(1957—75). 

(iii) 64,743 files of Judgement and other court records in English, 
Malayalarr. and Kannada (1807—1890). 

(iv) 3,500 vlumes of Jamabandy Reports, Residents letters (1896— 
1914). 

(v) 810 volumes of Cadjan grandhas and Churunas (1868—1897). 

(vi) 8,275 volumes of Survey Records and F.M. books (1893—97). 

(vii) 2,000 volumes of Cochin and Kerala Gazettes (1866—1992), 
(viii) 200 volumes relating to private collections of Shri I. N. Menon. 

Out of these, 9.8% files/volumes were marked for retention. Retention 
Schedule as laid down in the Manual of Office Procedure was followed 
while reviewing the files. 

Research and Reference 

176 research scholars availed themselves of the research facilities. 
4,277 records were requisitioned by research scholars and 48 by various 
agencies. 

Reference Media 
The following work was done : 

(i) Index of 5,000 files of Huzur Secretariat (1939—48). 

(ii) Summary list of 4,400 Government orders (1950—60). 

(iii) Listing of 3,790 files of Survey Settlement registers of desoms 
of the Ponnani Taluk (1905) and Judgements of Palakkad 
special 3rd Class Magistrate (1952-53). 

(iv) Descriptive list of following records series were prepared :— 

(a) 2,000 Survey and Settlement registers of Ernad Taluk 
(1905). 

(b) 300 Gazetteers of Fort St. George and Malabar Districts 
(1832—1956). 
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(c) 250 Settlement records of Calicut Taluk (1905). 

(d) 150 Maps of Survey and Settlements maps of Kurumbanad 
Taluk (1965). 

(e) 6,757 District Court records of Tcllicherry (1807—1890). 

(f) 2,000 Records of Pattayolakkaranams, Theetturams and 
Ozhuku (942—1076 M.E.). 

(g) 3,200 Records of Nilam Ozhukus, Paramba Ozhukus and 
Theettvrams, Cochin (1895—1925). 

(h) 15,000 Files of Revenue Board, Trivandrum (1967—81). 

(i) 5,010 Files of P.W.D., Trivandrum (1957—75). 


Publication Programme 

The following publications were sent to the Press for printing : 

(i) Autobiography and biography of the abdicated ruler of Cochin— 
Sir Rama Varma (1895—1914). 

(ii) Archives Bulletin No. 1 “Swathi Thirunal” containing articles 
on Kerala history. 


Preservation of Records 

The following out-put was achieved : 


(i) Flattening . 

18,500 

sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 

.16,715 

sheets 

(iii) Repair with chiffon 

. 154 

sheets 

(iv) Lamination . 

■ 4,140 

sheets 

(v) Guarding 

.2,935 

sheets 

(vi) Binding • . • 

.1,447 

3,235 

volumes 

& 

sheets 


Photo-duplication 

1,25,704 records were microfilmed. 


Library 

241 books, 48 journals and 300 copies of newspapers were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(1) The Department organised Archives Week Celebrations by 
mounting an exhibition of historical documents from 8—24 November 
1992 at the Museum Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram. The e«h'b't»m 
was inaugurated by Shri T. M. Jacob, Hon’ble Minister for Cultural 
Affairs. A technical Session was also conducted under the chai rmanshi p 
of Dr. D. Babu Paul, IAS, Commissioner and Secretary to Government, 
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Department of Cultural Affairs. Three papers were presented in the 
Session, viz.: 

(1) Archives and Central and State Laws. 

(ii) Evaluation of Human Evolution—An Archaeo-Anthropological 
Approach, and 

(iii) Archival Heritage of Kerala—A study. 

(2) Proposal was submitted for reconstitution of the State Archival 
Council, Advisory Board constituted by the Government for development 
of Archives in the State for consideration by the Government. 

(?) The former District-wise Regional Records Survey Committees 
were reconstituted on the advice of the National Archives of India. 
Proposals for creation of Regional Committee, such as Southern Region, 
Central Region and Northern Region were under consideration of the 
State Government. 

(4) Director of Archives delivered a lecture on Archival Management 
to the students of S D. College, Alappuzha. 

KERALA 

( 1993 — 95 ) 

Administration 

Smt. P. Leela Bai continued as Director-in-charge till 30 June 1993 
and assumed the charge as Director of Archives w.e.f. 1 July 1993. One 
post of Head Clerk was created in the Directorate. Proposal for creation 
of pcs', of Preservation Supervisor was submitted to the State Government. 

The following proposals were submitted to the Government : 

(i) Strengthening of unit for appraisal of records of archival value 
preserved in the various Departments and Public Offices in the State. 

(ii) Preparation of Reference Media of records housed in the State 
Archives Departments. 

(iii) Acquisition of records relating to Kera’a from Tamil Nadu 
Archives to facilitate historical research in the State. 

(iv) Establishment of Oral History Unit to record and preserve the 
reminiscences of eminent statesmen, administrators, scientists and men of 
letters connected with various significant movements and activities in 
Kerala. 

(v) Construction of new archival buildings for Regional Archives at 
Emakulam and Kozhikode. 

(vi) Installation of generator in the new Archives Directorate. 
Thiruvananthapuram 

(vii) Publication of Mathilakom Records housed in the Central 
Archives, Thiruvananthapuram. 
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(viii) Implementation of the Central Financial Assistance Schemes 
during 1992-93, 1993-94 for microfilming of records of national importance 
Guide to Records and National Register of Private Records. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 38.32 lakhs was spent out of budget 
provision of Rs. 39.73 lakhs on the non-plan side, while Rs. 5.34 lakhs 
was spent out of the budget allocation of Rs. 14.21 lakhs on the plan side. 
In 1994-95 an expcnd’ture of Rs. 44.67 lakhs was incurred against budget 
provision of Rs. 48.07 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 10.94 lakhs 
out of the budget provision of Rs. 25.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 
1995-96 a sum of Rs. 54.07 lakhs has been provided under the non-plan 
and Rs. 20.0' lakhs under the plan budget. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. The Air conditioning system 
was commissioned and started functioning during the period under report. 

Records Management 

1,09,02( files/documents/gazettes/maps of the following series of 
records were appraised : Huzur Secretariat (1848—55), Sarvadhikariak- 
kars (1912—18), Judgements and Court records of Tellichcrry district 
(1807—90,' Survey records/maps, sett’ement registers of Eranad, Vallu- 
vanad. Wynad, Kottayam, Chirakkal (1700—1905), Kerala Gazettes 
(1994-95), Board of Revenue Proceedings (1865—1943) ; Cochin 
Harbour series files (1930—40), Public Works, Eradavukal (1060—77) ; 
Routine accounts (1067—72) ;. Records of Paiam family (1931—58), 
Taluk Teetturams (1066—82), Kettuvaravu Theetturangal (1050—71), 
Sub-Collector’s Office, Tellicherry (1905) and 300 palm leaves of Ozhuku 
Cburunas (1749—1887). Out of these 32% records were marked for 
retention. Retention Schedule as laid down in the Manual of Office 
Procedure was followed while examining the records. 

Research and Reference 

152 research scholars availed of research facilities. 412 queries on 
records received from the private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Descriptive lists cf 9,504 files/documents of the following series 
were prepared: Demi-Official letters (1928—33), Manuscripts relating to 
Sakthan Thampuran (1795—1805), Land Acquisition Awards (1898— 
19G0), Huzur Secretariat (1935-36), Board Proceedings (1860-61), Paliam 
family records (1807—22), Cadjan records (926—1032 M.E.), and docu¬ 
ments of he Kurumbranad Kottayam, Chirakka desoms (1905). Besides, 
3,520 files of Board of Revenue (1859—65) were subject listed. 

IS—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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1540 D.O. Correspondence between the Dewan of Cochin and Officials 
(1902—08), 2,500 records of Pattayolakkaranams, Tbectturams, Grand- 
has, Ozhukus and Churunas and 300 palm leaves (1749—1887) were 
listed and arranged. 

Publication Programme 

The publications entitled “Rajarshi of Cochin” and “Archives 
Treasury” were published and released by the Honourable Minister of 
Cultural Affairs on 26-10-94 and 4-1-95 respectively. 

Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 


(1) Flattening 

• 


. 



. 

2,650 

sheets 

(2) Repair with tissue paper , 


. 

. 

• 


. 

9,146 

sheets 

(3) Guarding 

. 

• 

• 

« 

„ 

• 

2,100 

sheets 

(4) Binding 

. 

. 

. 



. 

10,977 

books 


Library 

456 books were acquired. 


Other Important Activities 

(i) In order to arouse archival consciousness among the public, 
exhibitions of important historical records was organised from 25—27 
October 1993 at the Mela Auditorium, Muvattupuzha and from 4—6 
January 1995 at the Directorate of Archives. Both exhibitions were 
inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister for Cultural Affairs, Sri T. M. Jacob. 
The rare specimens of records in copper plates, bamboo splints, palm 
leaves etc. were displayed in the exhibition. 

(ii) In connection with the 125th anniversary of the Government 
Secretariat, an archival exhibition was organised from 15—23 August 
1994. The records of the Huzur Cutchenry were displayed in the 
exhibition. 

(iii) The newly established ‘News paper Archives' was declared open 
by the Honouiable Minister of Cultural Affairs in a function presided over 
by Shri B. Vijayakumar, M.L.A. at the Archives Directorate on 26 October 
1994. 

MADHYA PRADESH 
( 1991 — 93 ) 

Administration 

There is no change in the administrative set up. The post of 
Assistant Archivist was surrendered and two posts of Archivists and one 
post of Scientific Officer were created. Proposal for creation of the post 
of Superintendent and 8 posts for Microfilm unit was sent to the State 
Government. 
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Budget 

During 1991-92 a sum of Rs. 13.50 lakhs was spent out of the 
budget provision of Rs. 14,55 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.96 
lakhs out of p'an budget allocation of Rs. 6.20 lakhs. In 1992-93 a sum 
of Rs. 15.06 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of Rs. 15.85 
lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 4.62 lakhs out of the plan budget 
allocation of Rs. 8.60 lakhs. For 1993-94, a budget provision of Rs. 17*40 
lakhs was made on the non-plan side and Rs. 8.30 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Government has allotted 2 acres of land for construction 
of a functional building for the State Archives. 

Records Management 

14,169 files covering the years (1920—56) of the following Depart¬ 
ments of Old Central Provinces and Berar (old Madhya Pradesh) housed 
in the Secretariat were appraised : General Administration, Home, Forest, 
Publicity and Information, Political and Military, Survey and Settlements 
Departments. Out of these, 25% files were recommended for retention. 

Research and Reference 

44 research scholars availed themselves of research faclities. 35 re¬ 
quisitions from private individuals and Government agencies were attended 
to. 

Reference Media 

13,131 files of Customs and Excise Department (1900—48), City 
Municipality (1904—44) and Public Works Department (1900—37) of 
Ho’kar St c ate, Indore, Appointment Department (1948—56), Development 
Department (1943—56) and “Inspector Offices of Records” of Madhya 
Bharat were listed. 


Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved; 

(i) Flattening. 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper .... 

(iii) Lamination. 

(iv) Guarding. 

(v) Binding. 

(vi) Repair of maps. 

Photo-duplication 


3,250 sheets 
1,848 sheets 
713 sheets 
120 books 

96 books/ 
register 

24 maps 


A microfilm unit is be ; ng set up in the Department. Two microfilm 
readers, microfilm camera and processor were purchased. Microfilming 
of Gwalior State Records pertaining to Sardaran and Jagirdaran was 
taken tip, 
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Library 

55 books weie acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

The Department organised exhibitions on 18—20 April 1991 on the 
occasion of ‘Tatia Tope Balidan Diwas’ at Shivpuri and on 7-8 April 
1992 on the occasion of Madhya Pradesh Itihas Parishad. 

MADHYA PRADESH 
( 1993 — 95 ) 

Administration 

As per notification of the State Government dated 16 August 1994, 
the Directorate of State Archives has been merged with the Directorate of 
Archaeology and Museum and the new Directorate has been designated as 
Directorate of Archaeology, Archives and Museum. The Commissioner 
is the Head of the Department and Deputy Director of Archives has been 
declared as Head of Office of Archives. 

The State Government has sanctioned three posts of Micro-photogra¬ 
phist, Assistant Microphotographist and Photo Assistant for Microfilm 
Unit. 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 18.01 lakhs was spent out of Budget provision of 
Rs. 17AO lakhs on the non-plan side during 1993-94 and Rs. 9.11 lakhs 
out of budget allocation of Rs. 15.00 lakhs on the plan side. During 1994-95 
a sum of Rs. 19.40 lakhs was spent on the non-plan side out of budget 
provision of Rs. 19.40 lakhs and Rs. 6.61 lakhs out of budget provision 
of Rs. 10-00 lakhs on the plan side. For 1995-96, a sum of lls 21.25 
lakhs was provided on non-plan side and Rs. 11.00 lakhs on plan side. 

Building 

The State Government has allotted 2 acres land for constitution of 
building for the State Archives. 

Records Management 

8,000 files of the Department of Survey and Settlement (1920—56) of 
the Old Central Provinces and Berar were appraised. Out of these 25% 
files were marked for retention. 

Research and Reference 

19 research scholars availed of research facilities. 34 requisitions 
from private individuals and Government Agencies were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Listing of records of the following Departments was in progress: 
Customs and Excise Department of Holkar State (1904—48), Madhya 
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Bharat Inspector-General of Records (1948—56) and Home Department 
(1948—56), Indore Prime Minister Office, General Branch (1914—46). 


Preservation of Records 


The following out put was achieved : 

(1) Flattening . 

(2) Repair with tissue paper 

(3) Lamination. 

(4) Binding . 


Library 

35 books were acquired. 


2,557 

Sheets 

2,535 

Sheets 

142 

Sheets 

710 

Registers/ 

Books 


Other Important Activities 

The Department organised following exhibitions :— 

(i) Exhibition on the occasion of Tatia Tope Balidan Diwas, from 
18—20 April 1993 and 18—20 April 1994 at Shivpuri. 

(ii) An exhibition on “Kranti-ke-Charan” from 20—27 April 1993 at 
Bhopal 

(iii) An exhibition on “Alect-ke-Darpan” from 27—31 January 1994 
at Rajbadi, Indore. 

MAHARASHTRA 

( 1991 — 93 ) 

Budget __ 

A sum of Rs. 67.80 lakhs was spent against budget provision of 
Rs. 66.98 lakhs during 1991-92 and a sum of Rs. 77.42 lakhs against 
budget provision of Rs. 77.63 lakhs during 1992-93 under non-plan. For 
1993-94 a sum of Rs. 1,23,50,000 lakhs was provided on the non-plan side. 


Building 

The State Archives is housed in the Elphinstone College Building. A 
proposal for construction of new functional building was under considera¬ 
tion of the State Government. The Archives at Pune and Kolhapur have 
their own buildings while Marathwada, Aurangabad and Nagpur Archives 
arc housed in rented buildings. 


Records Management 

32,613 files of the following Departments were appraised : Public 
WotKs (1921—90), Home (1925—41), Revenue (1941—50), Irrigation 
( 1950 — 59 ), Education (1921—25), Finance (1924—41) and Ecclesias¬ 
tical (1950—59). Out of these 1,415 files were marked for retention. 
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Research and Reference 

297 scholars availed themselves of the research facilities. 10.465 
records were requisitioned by Government agencies and 15,078 records by 
research scholars. Besides, 13 queries on records received from private 
agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

(1) At the Bombay Archives, cataloguing of the following scries of 
records was completed :— 

(i) 1,51,196 pages from 163 diaries of Revenue Department (1805— 
15). 

(ii) 25,556 pages from 76 diaries of Commerc : al Branch (1786— 
1810). 

(iii) 2,987 volumes of Finance Department records (1811—20). 

(iv) 3,650 volumes of Palampur State records (1881—1943). 

(v) 18,781 modi documents (1719—1890) at Patankar Sawant- 
wadi, Abhayankar, Menavli Daftars. 

Besides 2,472 slips for the Files Index of Political Department were 
prepared and 2,456 Modi documents (1775—1822) of Sawantwadi records 
were transcribed. 

(2) At Kolhapur Regional Archives, 12,383 docum;nts from Pant 
Amatya Bavda Daftar (1700—1889) were indexed. 

(3) At Poona Archives, 62,683 lelters/documents of Satara Residency 
were indexed and 3,688 documents of Ghadni in Modi Section were cata¬ 
logued. 

(4) 6,246 files of C/A Series (Commissioner at Aurangabad) and 
5.291 files of A/C Series (Aurangabad Collectorate) were catalogued at 
Marathwada Archives. 


Publication Programme 

‘Maharashtra Puralckhachi Margdarshika’ was brought out and distri¬ 
buted. Work on compilation of the following publications was continued :— 

(i) Chitnish Daftar Catalogue, Part II (1714—1875). 

(ii) Public Department Diaries, Parts I & II covering the years 
(1720—70) and (1771—95). 

(iii) Hand Book of Bombay Archives (In Marathi). 
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Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 


(i) Flattening 

. 1,80,353 

sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper 

.14,371 

sheets 

(iii) Repair with chiffon 

.8,191 

sheets 

(iv) Lamination . 

. 804 

sheets 

(v) Guarding 

.3,687 

sheets 

45 

diaries 

(vi) Binding 

.4,223 

volumes, 
gazettes, 
publica¬ 
tions, news 



papers, 

registers, 

lists, 


Photo-duplication 

1,80,064 documents were microfilmed, 142 rolls were developed and 
234 enlargement photoprints were prepared. Besides 61,171 xerox copies 
were prepared for research scholars. 

Library 

484 books were acquired. 

MAHARASHTRA 

( 1993 — 95 ) 

Administration 

4 posts of Assistant Director of Archives were created for the Regional 
Offices. 


Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 118.00 lakhs earmarked on the non¬ 
plan side was fully utilised. In 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 94.00 lakhs was 
spent out of budget provision of Rs. 100.00 lakhs on the non-plan side. 
For 1995-96 a sum of Rs. 221.00 lakhs has been provided on the non¬ 
plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives is housed in thp Elphinstonc College Building. 
Proposal for construction of its own building is under consideration of the 
State Government. The Regional Archives at Pune and Kolhapur have 
their own bui’dings while those at Marathwada, Aurangabad and Nagpur 
are housed in rented buildings. 

Records Management 

2.218 files of the Departments of Revenue and Forest (1921—25), 
Public Works (1959-60), Urban Development (1921-22) and Irrigation 
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(1929—60) were examined. Out of these, only 4% files were marked for 
retention and rest were recommended for destruction. 

Research and Reference 

385 scholars availed of the research facilities. 18,174 records were 
requisitioned by Government agencies and 17,145 records by research 
•jcholars. 


Reference Media 

At the Bombay Archives cataloguing of records of the following 
Departments was completed :— 

(i) 3,161 volumes of Finance Department (1811—14). 

(ii) 1,021 volumes of Public Works Department (1855). 

(iii) 3,320 volumes of Political Department (1821—34). 

(iv) 2,465 volumes of Palanpur State record (1881—1943). 

(v) 9,562 Modi documents of Manavali Daftar (1818—62). 

(vi) 34,926 pages from 79 Diarbs of Commercial Department (1786— 
1820). 

(vii) 5,253 Modi documents of Bawada Daftar (1760—1840). 

(viii) 36,949 pages from 84 Diaries of Judicial Department (1795— 
1820). 

Besides 39.213 documents of Patnvas Daftar, Sawantwadi Daftar, 
Abhyarkar Daftar, Manavali Daftar and Sangli Daftar in Modi Scripts were 
transcribed. 

Publication Programme 

Project tlc'aiing to the Publication of (i) Records pertaining to foreign 
countries (1821—1920), ( i) Public Department Diary catalogue. Volume I 
(1720—70) and Volume II (1771—95), (iii) Publcation o f S'ndhudurg 
Documents (1726—1848), and (iv) Relations between British and Mara- 
thas (1776—1820) was continued. The compilation of following projects 
were taken up : (i) Senapati Bapat (1880—1967); Handbook of Bombay 
Archives (up to the period 31st March 1995); (ii) Map Catalogue, Volume 
IV (1865—1930); (iii) Chitnishi Daftar, Part III (1774—1815) and 
(iv) Satara Residency, Volume—146 English Files (1835—57). 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved: 

(i) Flattening. 1,62,391 sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 1,21,370 sheets 

278 volumes 

(iii) Repair with chiffon. 6,118 sheets 
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(iv) Guarding 

(v) Binding 


6,124 

sheets 

46 

diaries 

738 

rumals 

318 

registers 

285 

files 

468 

publica¬ 

tions 

1,123 

volumes 

82 

news¬ 

papers 

5,144 

mi sc. 
items. 


Photo-duplication 

4,58,629 pages were microfilmed and 75,732 xerox copies were pre¬ 
pared for scholars and office work. 


Library 

1,356 books and 64 magazines were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

A Committee for Survey of old Records, was set up under the Presi¬ 
dentship of Divisional Commissioner, Aurangabad for Government Agen¬ 
cies as well as private parties. 

MANIPUR 

( 1991 — 93 ) 

Administration 

There was uo change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 1.72 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of 
Rs. 2.05 lakhs under the non-jilan while Rs. 7.40 lakhs was spent on the 
plan side against budget allocation of Rs. 8.37 lakhs during 1991-92. 
During 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 2.03 lakhs was spent out of budget alloca¬ 
tion of Rs. 2.06 lakhs under the non-p'an side, while a sum of Rs. 8.35 
laH.s vas spent on the plan side against budget a’location of Rs. 6.00 
lakhs. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 2.38 lakhs was provided on the non¬ 
plan side and Rs. 10.00 lakhs on the plan s de. 

Building 

The State Archives is presently located in a barrack constructed in 
the plot allotted to it. Construction of administrative block is however 
proposed to be taken up shortly. 

Records Management 

8,246 files of the following Offices/Departments were appraised : 
Agriculture (1950—78), State Works (1949—79), Industry (1950—71), 
Finance (1949—78), Chief Commissioner’s Office (1950—75), Medical 
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(1948—71), Police (1948—72), Education (1948—78), Revenue (iy50— 
80), Revenue and Finance (1948—72), Law (1950—77), Jail (1948— 
77) and Forests (1950—76). Of these 90% files were marked for reten¬ 
tion. While reviewing the records prescribed Retention Schedule was 
followed. 


Research and Reference 

65 scholars avai’ed of the research facilities and 465 lies were requi¬ 
sitioned by various Government Institutions/individuals. Besides, 762 
queries on records received from private agencies/individuals were attend¬ 
ed to. 


Reference Media 

Subject Index/Guides of the following Departments were prepared: 
Agriculture (1950—70), Industry. (1950—71), Office of the Chief Com¬ 
missioner (1950—75), Finance (1950—78). Forest (1950—76), Education 
(1960—78), Law (1962—77), and Jails (1962—77) 

Publication Programme 

‘History of Manipur Police—-1891—1947’ was sent to the Press. 

Preservation of Records 
The following output was achieved : 


(i) Repair with tissue pa.^er . 





325 

pages 

(if) Repair with chiffon 

. 

. 

V 

. 

5 

pages 

(iii) T.amination 





120 

pages 






(iv) Guarding 

- 


1 

. • 

9,000 

pages 

(v) Binding 

• 

- 

• 

• 

247 

220 

volumes & 
files 


Library 

11,473 books were acquired. 


Other Important Activities 

(1) Archives week was celebrated from 21—30 November, 1991. 
An exhibition entitled ‘Centenary Celebration of the war of Independence, 
1891’ was mounted on the occasion. The Hon'b’e State Munster of Art 
and Culture, Kb. Jibon Singh and Shri E. Nilakanta Singh, Retired Direc¬ 
tor. Art and Culture delivered le tures on the importance of archives and 
the need for preservation of valuable records. 

(2) The State Archives organised a seminar on “Development of 
Archives in the North Eastern Region” from 26-27 November 1992 in 
collaboration with the Association of Indian ArchiviSts whxch vvas presided' 
over by Shri Chintamani Panigrahi, Governor of Manipur, 
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MANIPUR 
(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 10.10 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
allocation of Rs. 10.00 lakhs on the plan side while no expenditure was 
ncurred on non-plan side against budget allocation of Rs. 2.38 lakhs. In 
1994-95 entire budget allocation of Rs. 2.52 lakhs on non-plan side and 
Rs. 12.00 lakhs on the plan side v/as utilised. For 1995-96 a sum of 
Rs. 2.58 lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 12.40 lakhs on 
the plan side 

Building 

The State Archives is presently located in a barrack constructed in 
the plot allotted to it. A proposal for construction of archival building at 
Keishampat, Imphal was submitted to the State Government. 

Records Management 

1,817 files of Departments of Agriculture (1955—75), Industry 
(1965—70), Home (1950—66), Finance (1960—65), Transport (1956— 
71), Medical (1964—70), Electricity (1955—65), Fishery (1965—75), 
Revenue (1966—70), Forest (1960—70), Water Works (PHED 1930— 
50). F'nance and Revenue (1950—65), Public Works (1955—65), Jail 
(1960—70), and Education (1960—65) were appraised. Out of these 
990% files were marked for retention. While reviewing the records pres¬ 
cribed Retention Schedule was followed. 

Research and References 

80 scholars availed of the research facilities. 340 records were requi¬ 
sitioned by them and 430 records were requisitioned by various Govern¬ 
ment Institutions. Besides 230 queries on records received from private 
agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Subject Index to records of the following Departments was complet¬ 
ed : Agriculture (1955—75), Industry (1965—70), Home (1950—66), 
Finance (1960—65), Electricity (1955—65), Forests (1960—70), Water 
Works (1930—50), Finance and Revenue (1950—65), Transport (1956— 
66), Public Works (1955—65), Jail (1960—70), Fishery (1970—75), 
and Education (1960—65). 

Publication Programme 

The following publications were brought out: (i) Manipur during 
World War-11—Socio-Economic Change and Local Responses (1941—45). 
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(ii) History of Manipur Police (1891—1947), (iii) List of Records under 
the custody of N. Khelchandra’s Archives Repository, Imphal, (iv) List of 
Records under the custody of People's Museum, Kackching, Thoubal 
District, and (v) List of Records under the custody of Late W. Yumjao 
Singh, Ex-Durbar Member. 


Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 

(1) Flattening. 12,800 Sheets 

(2) Repair with tissue paper. 505 Sheets 

(3) Lamination. 165 Sheets 

(4) Guarding. 10,000 Sheets 

250 Volumes 

(5) Binding. 180 Flies 

80 Books 

Library 

543 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 


(i) During 1993-94 Archives Week was celebrated from 26 —30 
November 1993 during which a five day workshop on scripts of “Meetei/ 
Meitei Mayek” was organised. 

(ii) In 1994-95 Archives Week was celebrated from 25—30 Novem¬ 
ber 1994. An exhibition on Public Records and Collection of Archival 
Manuscripts of Late W. Yumjao (Ex-Durbar Member) was mounted cm 
the occasion. 

(iii) A Seminar on old Scriptures and other manuscripts was organised 
by the State Archives in collaboration with the Eastern Zonal Cultural 
Centre, Calcutta and Manipuri Department, University of Manipur from 
9—15 July 1994 at Manipur University, Canchipur, People’s Museum 
Kakehing, Thoubal and Shri Khelchaudra's Archives Repository, Imphal. 
Seven papers were read by eminent persons. An exhibition of old 
scriptures, manuscripts and other Government records (1762—1949) was 
organised on the occasion. 

(iv) The State Archives participated in an exhibition with the Cele¬ 
bration Comnvttec of Lainins*.hou Sanamahi Temple Board at Lainingthou 
Sanamahi Temple Comp’ex from 6—10 October 1994. 

Among the distinguished persons who graced these functions were : 
Shri H. V. Goswami, Chief Secretary, Government of Manipur, Shri P. 
Sharat Chandra, Secretary, Art and Culture, Government of Manipur, 
Padmashri Dr. M. Kirti Singh, Padmashri Shri N. Khelchandra Singh, 
Prof, I. S. Khaidem, Vice-Chancellor, Manipur University and Shri P. P. 
Srivastava, Advisor to the Governor of Manipur, and Longjam Apabi. 
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MIZORAM 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

The Mizoram State Archives is functioning under the Directorate of 
Art and Culture, Education and Human Resource Department. 

Budget 

The provisions of Rs. 5,00 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.00 
lakhs on the plan side were fully utilised during 1991-92. For 1992-93 a 
sum of Rs. 5.25 lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.25 
lakhs on the plan side. 


Records Management 

500 files of General Department (1920 and onwards) were exanrned 
and all records were marked for retention. While reviewing records, pre¬ 
scribed Retention Schedule was followed. 

Research and Reference 

Draft Research Rules were prepared and submitted to the State 
Government for approval. 9 research scholars availed of the research 
facilities provided by the Department. 74 records were requisitioned by 
the research scholars, various Government Department and private indivi¬ 
duals. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 

(i) Guirding 

(ii) Binding 

Library 

20 books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

The Superintendent of Archives delivered a radio talk in Mizo 
language on importance of records on 27 April 1991. 

MIZORAM 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

A provision of Rs. 6.80 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.50 
lakhs on the plan side during 1993-94 were fully utilised. During 1994-95 


4,000 sheets 
100 files 
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an amount of Rs. 3.00 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 
Rs. 6.90 lakhs on the plan side while Rs. 8.09 lakhs was incurred against 
the plan budget provision of Rs. 10.09 lakhs. For 1995-96 a provision 
of Rs. 7.50 lakhs has been made on the non-plan side and Rs. 3.19 lakhs 
in the plan side. 

Budding 

The State Archives is located in a rented building. 

Research and Reference 

7 scholars and 3 individuals availed of the facilities provided by the 
department. 30 records were requisitioned by them, and 677 records were 
requisitioned by the Office of the Deputy Commissioner. 

Reference Media 

Preparation of Index to records of the Political Department (1890— 
1927) was completed. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved: 

(i) Guarding 

(ii) Binding 

Library 

221 books were acquired 

Other Important Activities 

Archives Week was celebrated -in January and November 1994 
during which exhibitions of original documents and photographs were 
organised and a workshop on ‘Archives Keeping’ for officials of various 
departments of the State Government was also held. 

NAGALAND 

(1991—93) 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 1.93 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of 
Rs 2.38 iakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 0.49 lakhs out of the budget 
provision of Rs. 1.27 lakhs under the plan during 1991-92. For the year 
1992-93 a budget provision of Rs. 2.49 lakhs was made on the non-plan 
side and Rs. 1.48 lakhs on plan side. 

Research and Reference 

2 research scholars availed of the research facilities and two queries 
from private agencies were attended to. 


5,200 sheets 
600 files 
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NAGALAND 

(1994-95) 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 0.73 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of 
Rs. 2.84 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 2.00 lakhs out of plan budget 
of Rs. 2.50 lakhs during 1994-95. For the year 1995-96 a sum of Rs. 
2.84 lakhs has been made on the non-plan side and Rs. 2.50 lakhs on plan 
side. 

Records Management 

7,440 files of Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Kohima (1872—1970) 
were examined, out of which 40% files were marked for retention. While 
reviewing these records the prescribed Retention Schedule of the Govern¬ 
ment of India was followed. 

Research and Reference 

15 scholars availed of the research facilities and 7 queries from pri¬ 
vate agencies wtere attended to. 

Preservation of Records 

5 books were bound. 

Library 

300 books were acquired. 

ORISSA 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. A Regional 
Archives was set up at Sambalpur which started functioning w.e.f. 1-4-93. 

Budget 

Dining 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 11.96 lakhs was spent against the 
.budget allocation of Rs. 12.37 lakhs under the non-plan side while a sum 
of Rs. 4.78 lakhs was spent on the plan side out of budget allocation of 
Rs. 7.41 lakhs. In 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 13.38 lakhs was spent against 
the budget allocation of Rs. 13.38 lakhs under the non-plan side while a 
sum of Rs. 4.18 lakhs was spent on the plan side out of budget allocation 
of Rs. 5.79 lakhs. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 14.19 lakh has been provided 
on the non-plan side and Rs. 8,89 lakhs on the plan side. 

Records Management 

51,633 files (1838—1979) belonging to Departments of Revenue, 
Judicial, Customs and Governor’s Secretariat were examined. Of these 
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8% of records were marked for retention. While appraising records, provi¬ 
sions laid down in Orissa Records Manual (1964) and Secretariat Instruc¬ 
tions of the Government of Orissa weij; followed. 

Research and Reference 

3G7 scholars availed themselves of the research facilities and requisi¬ 
tioned 1,858 files, 3.154 volumes and 3,967 loose documents. 

Reference Media 

Preparation of descriptive lists of Balasore Revenue Records (1830— 
60) was continued. 


Publication Programme 

‘Our Documentary Heritage’ Volume II was under print while compi¬ 
lation of Volume III was in progress. Compilation of the material for the 
project ‘Guide to Sources of Asian History’, Volume VIll was in 
progress. 


Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved: 

(i) Flattening ....... 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 

(iii) Repair with chiffon. 

(iv) Lamination. 

(v) Guarding. 

(vi) Binding. 


(vii) Stitching 


Photo-duplication 
4,655 sheets were microfilmed. 

Library 


11,803 sheets 

28,785 sheets 

176 sheets 

2,733 sheets 

34,542 sheets 

272 volumes 
1t books 

5,288 files 


2,066 books, reports and periodicals were acquired. 

Othjer Important Activities 

As part of Archives week Celebration programmes, seminars on 
‘Educational Development in Orissa through the Ages’ and ‘Cultural and 
Religious Policy of British in Orissa’ were organised by the State Archives 
during 1991—93, and the following lectures were delivered: 

(i) Development of National Education in India by Dr. J. Mohanty 
on 25-1-92. 


(ii) 40 years of progress of Education in India by Dr. P. C. Moha- 
patra on 1-2-94. 

(iii) Development of Education among the tribals in Orissa—A brief 
historical study (1855—1947) by Dr. P. K. Mishra on 25-2-92. 
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(iv) Education Development in the Princely State of Orissa by Dr. J. 
Pattnaik on 26-2-92. 

(v) Education of SC/ST in Orissa during post-independent period 
by Dr. K. C. Panda on 7-3-92. 

(vi) Development of Education in Orissa during the First Congress 
Ministry by Dr. A. K. Pattnayak on 10-3-94. 

(vii) Educational Development in Or'ssa during the Muslim period by 
Dr. M. A. Haque on 11-3-92. 

(viii) Studies on the British Policy towards Jagannath Temple during 
19th century by Dr. K M Patra on 13-1-93. 

(i.x) Growth of Cultural consciousness in Orissa during British period 
by A. C. Pradhan on 1-2-93. 

(x) Cultural Policy of the British as observed by Hunter, by Dr. S. N. 
Choudhury on 16-3-93. 

(xi) Activities of Christian Missionaries and British Policy towards 
them by Smt. Manjushree Dhal on 17-3-93. 

(xii) British Policy towards Tribal culture by Sri R. W. Prusty on 
18-3-93. 

(xiii) British Policy towards cultural Institutions of Orissa by Dr. R. 
N. Dash on 19-3-93. 

(xiv) Orissan culture in the eyes of the British by Dr, P. K. Mishra on 

.'0-3-93. 

ORISSA 

(1993—1995) 

Administration 

Dr. A. P. Dash, Superintendent of Archives retired from service on 
30th November 1994 and Shri P. Sahoo assumed the charge as Superin- 
tendent-in-Charge. 

Budget 

An amount of Rs. 3.84 lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation 
of Rs. 8.89 lakhs on the non-plan side during 1993-94 while Rs. 13.64 
lakhs was spent on the plan side out of a budget provision of Rs. 14.19 
lakhs. In 1994-95 a sum of Rs. 13.76 lakhs was spent out of budget 
provision of Rs. 14.37 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 6.31 lakhs out 
of budget provision of Rs. 6.34 lakhs on the plan side: For 1995-96 a 
provision of Rs. 5.82 lakhs has been made on the non-plan side and 
Rs. 2.35 lakhs on the plan side. 

Records Management 

38,700 files pertaining to the Departments of Revenue, Customs, 
Judicial and Land Acquisition (1902—•78) were appraised. Out of these 
16—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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1.7% files were marked, for retention and remaining for destruction: While 
appraising records, provisions laid down in Orissa Record Manual 1964 
and Secretariat instructions of the Government of Orissa were followed. 

Research and Reference 

382 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment and requisitioned 3 maps, 2447 volumes, 5345 files and 220 loose 
records. 1 file, 3 loose records and 3 books were requisitioned by Govern¬ 
ment agencies. 

Reference Media 

Compilation of descriptive list/subject list of Balasore Revenue 
Records (1830—1860) was in progress. 

Publication Programme 

‘Our Documentary Heritage’, Volume II was brought out, while 
Volume III was in progress. 

Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 


(1) Flattening 

♦ 4 

■ •y>. 

. 



18,223 

Sheets 

(2) Tissue repair 

• 

• 


] 


29,586 

Sheets 

(3) Lamination . 

. 


- 

• « 

. 

1,884 

Sheets 

(4) Guarding " . ' 


. v 

- 

9 ■ 


35,107 

Sheets 

(5) Binding 


. 


V • 


73 

Volumes/ 
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Books 

(6) Stitching 

. 

, 

■ . - 

• 


6,174 

Files 


Photo-duplication 

4,722 pages were microfilmed. 

Library 

4,908 books, reports and periodicals were acquired. 

Othjer Important Activities 

As part of. Archives Week Celebrations during 1993-94 and 1994-95 
the following lectures were organised as part of seminars on ‘Religious and 
Cultural Policy of British in Orissa’ and ‘Trade and Commerce in Orissa 
during British Period’ respectively. 

(i) Laws governing preservation of Cultural Properties during the 
British period by Dr. G. C. Chaule on 21-12-93. 

(ii) Repair and Conservation of the temple of Konark and Jagannath 
during British period by Dr. K. S. Behera on 20-1-94. 

f iii) Art and Craft in Orissa during British period by Dr. D. N. Padhi 
on 21-1-94. 
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fiv) Survey of documentary heritage during the British period by 
Dr. B. Panda on 25-2-94. 

(v) British Policy towards Cultural Development of Orissa by 
Dr. J. K. Samal on 26-2-94. 

(vi) Mahima Dharma in Orissa and British Policy towards it by 
Shri S. C. De on 7-3-94. 

(vii) Brahma Movement in Orissa and British Policy towards it by 
Dr. N. P. Patnaik on 15-3-94. 

(viii) Destructive Aspect of Salt Trade in Orissa during 19th Century 
by Dr. S N. Choudhury on 6-1-95. 

(ix) Trade and Commerce in South Orissa during British period by 
Professor D. Behera on 17-2-95. 

(x) Pandit Gopabandhu Das and the British Policy of Trade and 
Commerce in Orissa by Dr. R. M. Dash on 18-2-95. 

(xi) Cotton Trade in Orissa during British rule (1803—1865) by 
Dr. P. K. Mishra on 25-2-95. 

In addition to above, another seminar on the topic “Candi Surawana 
Narrative Bas-relief and Archi lecture as a Ritual Passage was also 
organised pn 19 January 1995 at Orissa State Archives which was presided 
over by Shri R. K. Panda, Secretary, Culture, Government of Orissa while 
Professor Peter Worsely of the School of Asian Studies of the University 
of Sydney was the Chief Speaker. 

PONDICHERRY 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

Shri M. Ramassamy continued as Archivist till 5 November 1992 , 
thereafter Shri K. Rajaram took over as the Officer-in-charge of the State 
At chives 


Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 1.09 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
allocation of Rs 194 lakhs on the non-p'an side and Rs. 0.93 lakhs out 
of the plan budget of Rs. 4.35 lakhs. During 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 2.46 
lakhs was spent out of the budget allocation of Rs. 2.49 lakhs on the non¬ 
plan side and Rs. 0.87 lakhs out of the plan budget of Rs. 1.66 lakhs. 
For 1993-94 budget provision of Rs. 3.30 lakhs was made on the non-plan 
side and Rs. 8.?’ 7 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The Department is functioning in a rented building. 
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Records Management 

9,675 files of the following Departments for the years (1954—69) 
were _ appraised : Education, Industries, Public Works, Office of the Chief 
Secretariat CRB. Of these 1,369 files were marked for retention. 

Research and Reference 

46 research scholars availed themselves of the facilities.. 

Publication Programme 

Annual Report of 1991 was brought out in cyclostyle form. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening ........ 

(ii) Binding./ . 

(iii) Stitching. 

Photo-duplication 

40 old French Books were xeroxed. 

Library 

291 books and 21 periodicals were acquired. 

Otter Important Activities 

The Department participated in the ‘Archives Week Celebration’ 
organised by National Archives of India Regional Office, Pondicherry 
w.e.f. 30 Octobei to 5 November 1991 and 24—30 November 1992. 

PONDICHERRY 

(1993—1995) 

Administration 

The Administrate set-up remained unchanged. 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 2.50 lakhs was spent against the budget allocation of 
Rs. 3 30 lakhs on the non-plan sidle and Rs. 1.34 lakhs out of a plan 
budget oi Rs. 2.88 lakhs during 1993-94. During 1994-95 an amount of 
Rs. 2.83 lakhs was incurred against the budget provision of Rs. 3.85 lakhs 
on tfje non-plan side and Rs. 1.04 lakhs out of the plan budget of Rs. 2.40 
lakhs. For 1995-96 a provision of Rs. 3.55 lakhs has been made on the 
non-plan side and Rs. 2.60 lakhs on the plan side 

B uilding 

The State Archives is located in a rented building. 


240 sheets 

137 books 
155 volumes 

262 files 
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Research and Reference 

56 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment and requisitioned 25 records. Six queries were received from 
Government agencies. 

Preservation of Records 

650 documents, 350 books, 400 files and 48 newspapers were bound. 

Other Important Activities 

An exhibition to mark the 75 th Anniversary of Jallianwalabagh 
episode of 1919 was held in Pondicherry in collaboration with the 
National Archives of India from 2—8 February 1995. 

PUNJAB 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

(1) The State Archives is under the administrative control of 
Tourism and Cultural Affairs Department. The Director of Tourism and 
Cultural Affairs held additional charge of the post of Director, Punjab 
State Archives while the post of Deputy Director of Archives continued to 
remain vacant during the period under report. 

( 2 ) The following schemes were sanctioned by the State Govern¬ 
ment ; 

(i) Modernisation of Preservation Techniques. 

fii) Setting up of a Cell at Amritsar for the material regarding Maha¬ 
raja Ranjit Singh. 

(iii) Strengthening of State Arclvves Library. 

(iv) Construction of State Archives Building. 

(v) Strengthening of Technical and Administrative Wings (Archives). 

(vi) Development of Archival Gallery. 

(3) The posts of MicroDhotographist. Book-Binder, Dark Roo. 
Attendant, Dusting Bearer and Driver were sanctioned by the State 
Government during the period. 

Budget 

During 1991-92 a sum of Rs. 7.17 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
allocation of Rs. 22.94 lakhs on the plan side and Rs. 22.92 lakhs out of 
Rs. 23.49 lakhs under non-plan side. In 1992-93 a sum of Rs. 3.20 lakhs 
was spent against budget allocation of Rs. 3.88 lakhs on the plan side and 
Rs. 24.50 lakhs out of Rs. 25.77 lakhs under non-plan side. For 1993-94 a 
budget provision of Rs. 29.22 lakhs was made on the non-plan side and 
Rs. 8.35 lakhs on the plan side. 
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Building 

The State Archives has its own. build : ne at Patiala, whi’e its Regional 
Repository at Chandigarh is housed in a rented building. A plot foi 
construction of a functional building has been purchased at Chandigarh 
and construction of the building is likely to commence shortly. 

Records Management 

5,831 files of Patiala State Records (Faujdari and Rangrootan) 
(18il4—1973) were appraised. Of these 2,463 files were marked for 
retention 

Research and Reference 

145 research scholars availed themselves of research facilities provided 
by the Department and requisitioned 1,033 books, 355 files and 79 manu¬ 
scripts. Besides 119 queries from private individuals/Govermnent agencies 
were attended to. 


Reference Media 

4,214 files of pre-1947 Punjab Secretariat Records (Home Depart¬ 
ment) were classified and 1,934 files were listed Besides 388 files of 
Kapurthala State Records (1913-14), 50 files of Law Department (1958- 


59) and 402 gazettes (1857—1902) were listed. 

Preservation of Records 
The following output was achieved : 

(i) Flattening . . .. 5,35,844 sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper. 4,189 sheets 

(iii) Repair with chiffon. 22 sheets 

(iv) Lamination .. 1,652 sheets 

(v) Full pasting. 8,266 sheets 

(vl) Guarding. 47,930 sheets 

(vii) Binding. 6,507 files/ 

volumes/ 

books 

Library 


2,121 newspapers/gazettes/books were acquired. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Under the Scheme National Register of Private Records, various 
places in the districts of Patiala, Jalandhar, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Fateh- 
garh Sahib and Sangrur were surveyed and particulars of records etc 
available with eminent persons were recorded in relevant proformas. 

(ii) An exhibition entitled ‘Punjab’s Role in Freedom Struggle’ was 
organised from 30 September to 4 October 1992 at Chandigarh. 
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PUNJAB 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 25.47 lakhs was spent against budget 
allocation of Rs. 26.83 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs, 4.31 lakhs 
against budget provision of Rs. 4.35 lakhs on the plan side. In 1994-95 
a sum of Rs. 27.35 lakhs was spent out of Rs. 30.40 lakhs on the non¬ 
plan side .and a sum of Rs. 103.82 lakhs was spent out of the budget 
allocation of Rs. 105.20 lakhs on the plan side. For 1995-96 a sum of 
Rs. 32.92 lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 41.00 lakhs 
on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building at Patiala while the Regional 
Repository at Chandigarh is housed in a rented building. A new archival 
building is being constructed at Chandigarh. 

Records Management 

2,242 files of Patiala State Records (Faujdari and Rangrootan 
1859—69) were appraised and all of them were marked for destruction. 

Research and Reference 

90 research scholars availed of research facilities provided by the 
Department and requisitioned 760 files, 1,471 books* 31 manuscripts, 52 
paintings, 4 documents and 51 gazettes. Besides 131 queries froth private 
agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

3,878 files of Home Department (prior to 1947) was subject listed 
and 3.87 files of Kalsia State Records and 90 files of Patiala State. Records 
fl 916—1947) were listed. 


Preservation of Records 
fhe following output was achieved : 

(1) Flattening . .. 

(2) Repair with tissue paper. 

(3) Repair with chiffon. 

(4) Lamination 

(5) Guarding .. 

(6) Binding 

Library 


3,13,148 

Sheets 

2,688 

Sheets 

727 

Sheets 

12,601 

Sheets 

71,794 

Sheets 

3,623 

Volume 


113 books were acquired 
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Other Important Activities 

Under the Scheme National Register of Private Records, various 
places in the Distr.cts of Patiala, Mansa and Sangrur were surveyed and 
particulars of records etc. available with eminent persons were recorded 
in relevant proformas. 


RAJASTHAN 

(1991—93) 

Administration 

Shri J. K. Jain, Director of Archives retired on 31 October 1991 and 
Shri B. L. Bishno ; , Deputy Director assumed additional charge as 
Director. Besides one post each of Photographer and Stenographer was 
upgraded as Reprographic Officer and Personal Assistant respectively. 

Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 37.17 lakhs was spent out of budget 
allocation of Rs. 37.33 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 14.82 lakhs 
against budget provision of Rs. 13.00 lakhs on the plan side. In 1992-93 
a sum of Rs. 71.00 lakhs was spent against budget allocation of Rs. 69.07 
lakhs on the non-plan s'de and Rs. 14.30 lakhs against budget provision 
of Rs. 15.00 lakhs on the plan side. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 76.79 
lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 15.00 !akhs on the plan 
side. 

Building 

The State Archives Headquarter at Bikaner and the Repositories at 
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Alwar and Bharatpur have their own functional 
buildings. The construction work of Record Hall at Bikaner and second 
floor stack building at Jaipur Branch Office was in progress. 

Records Management 

30,000 files of Bikaner State Police Records (1889—1954), 40 Bastas 
( 1900 — 47 ) and 3,000 files (pre-1900) of Udaipur Janglat Records, 
3,000 files of Bharatpur State Records (pre-1956), 900 files of Jaipur 
Public Works Department (Deposit ‘D’ Records—pre-1955), and 3,600 
files of Alwar Janglat Records were examined. Of these, 75% records 
were marked for retention. While Reviewing records, prescribed Retention 
Schedule was followed. 


Research and Reference 

76 inarch scholars availed of the research facilities provided by 
the Department. 2,648 files were requisitioned by Government agencies 
and research scholars. Besides 274 quer’es on records received from 
Government agencies/individuals were attended to. 
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Reference Media 

Lists of the following series of records were prepared : 

(0 Bikaner Mahakma Khas (A) (1914—44). 

(ii) Bikaner Mahakma Khas (B) (1914—49). 

(iii) Jaipur Port Folio (Persian. 1800 1900). 

Descriptive lists of the following series of records were under) 
prepmtion : 

(i) Persian documents of Maharaja Man Singh of Jodhpur (1803— 
1843). 

(ii) Jodhpur Portfolio files (1893—1950), Part-I, II, III & IV. 

(iii) Old Secretariat Records of Shahpur (1900—47). 

(iv) Old Secretariat Records of Kishangarh (1905—47). 

Publication Programme 

The fo’lowing publications were printed : 

(i) Kuram Vilas (1857). 

(ii) Department Manual. 

Fol!ow : ng publications were under process : 

(i) Records of Arzdasht, Jaipur (1649—1728 V. S.). 

(ii) Descriptive list of Bundi State Records (English, 1901- 1945). 

(iii) 'Rajasthan Swadhinta Sangram Ke Sakshi Kuchh Samsmaran—Kuchh Abhilekh’, 
Volume I was under print and Volume V was under process. 

Preservation of Records 

The following output was achieved : 


(i) Flattening 

* 

* 

30,119 

docu¬ 

ments 

(ii) Repair with tissue . 

• 

. 

14,255 

docu¬ 

ments 

(iii) Repair with chiffon 

- 

. 

4,105 

docu¬ 

ments 

(iv) Lamination . 

* 

. 

5,561 

docu¬ 

ments 

(v) Guarding 

• 

. 

24,594 

docu¬ 

ments 

(vi) Binding 

• 

. 

4,912 

docu¬ 

ments/ 

Bahis 


Photo-duplication 

30,S58 exposures and 15,617 xerox copies were prepared. 

Library 

475 books/joumals were acquired. 
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Training in Archival Studies 

The Department conducts ‘Records Management’ Course of one 
month duration for the benefit of the State Government employees thrice 
a year. 32 employees in 1991-92 and 70 employees in 1992-93 received 
training in these courses. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Record Rooms of 55 State Government Offices were inspected 
and on the spot suggestions were given to streamline their preservation and 
management. 

(ii) As part of ‘Oral History Project’_ reminiscences of 19 Freedom 
Fighters of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Bharatpur ahd Bikaner were recorded'. 1.584 
pages were transcribed and 1,263 pages typed out. 

(iii) Archives Week, was organised from 24—30 April 1992 during 
which efforts were made to arouse archival consciousness through exhibi¬ 
tions, seminars and lectures. 

RAJASTHAN 

(1993—95) 

Administration 

Shri Kuldeep Sharma, Additional Divisional Commissioner, Bikaner 
assumed the charge as Director of Archives in June 1994 in addition to 
his own duties while Dr. Gyan Chand Sharma was promoted to Deputy 
Director of Archives w.e.f. 25-2-95. 

Proposals for development of Archives Department including con¬ 
struction of new building for the repository at Ajmer, fixing of metal racks, 
repaiiing of records and adoption of Churu District for better conservation 
of records were forwarded to the State Government for approval. 

Budget 

during 1993-94 an amount of Rs. 78.06 lakhs allocated on the non¬ 
plan side and Rs. 15.21 lakhs on the plan side were fully utilised. In 
1994-95 an amount of Rs. 87.16 lakhs was incurred on the non-plan side 
out of a provision of Rs. 87.16 lakhs while Rs. 10.10 lakhs, was incurred 
out of a budget provision of Rs. 10.30 lakhs on the plan side. For 1995-96 
a provision of Rs. 94.39 lakhs has been made on the non-plan side and 

15.00 lakhs on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. A piece of land has been 
purchased for construction of a building for the archival repository at 
Ajmer which is presently housed in a rented building. Besides construc¬ 
tion of an additional wing at headquarters was completed and work on 
mezannlne floor was in progress. 
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Records Management 

7,983 files of Alwar Junglat Department of pre-1900 and 1919— 
1945 penned were examined out of which 80% files were recommended 
for retention. While reviewing records, prescribed retention schedule was 
followed. 


Research and Reference 

97 rescatch scholars availed of the facilities, provided by the depart¬ 
ment an/I 2,377 records were requisitioned by them. Besides 3.992 
queries on records received from Government agencies/individuals were 
attended to. 


Reference Media 


Descriptive lists of Jodhpur Portfolio Correspondence, Parts I to V 
(1893—1950), Persian Documents of Jodhpur Maharaja Man Singh 
(1803—43), and list of Khatoot Maharajagana (1881—84) were in 
progress. 

Publication Programme 

The work of preparation and publication of ‘Swadhinta Sangram Ke 
Sakshi-Kuchh Sansmaran-Kuchh Abhilekh’ in 8 volumes was in progress. 
5 volumes were under print while press copies of the remaining 3 volumes 
were being ready for publication. 

Preservation of Records 
The following output was achieved : 


(1) Flattening .. 23,779 Sheets 

(2) Tissue Repair.16,051 Sheets 

(3) Repair with Chiffon . . . 10,544 Sheets 

(4) Lamination. 2,007 Sheets 

(5) Guarding. 30,494 Sheets 

(6) Binding. 7,095 Books/ 

Registers 


Photo-duplication 

16,809 microfilm exposures and 19,125 xerox copies were prepared. 


Training in Archival Studies 

The Department conducts a Record Management Course for one 
month thrice a year for the benefit of State Government Employees. Six 
such courses were conducted during the period in which 62 employees 
received training. 


Library 

13 new books were acquired. 
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Other Important Activities 

(1) Record rooms Of 24 State "Government Offices were inspected 
and on the spot suggestions were given to improve their condition. 

(2) As part of the Oral History Protect, reminiscences of six freedom 
fighters were recorded on tape and 1,200 volumes were transcribed. 

SIKKIM 
(1993—95) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. Proposals were 
forwarded to the Government for designating a Record Officer in each 
Department of the State Government, holding of Record Management 
Training Programme for Record Officers, workshop on conservation of 
manuscripts for the Jamas of various monasteries in Sikkim and celebration 
of Archives Week. 

Bndgct 

An amount of Rs. 1.00 lakh provided on the non-plan side and 
Rs. 1.50 lakhs on the plan side during 1993-94 were fully utilised. During 
1994-95 a sum of Rs. 1.10 lakhs was provided in the non-p’an side and 
Rs. 1.50 lakhs on the plan side. During 1995-96 a provision of Rs. 2.00 
lakhs has been made on the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives is housed in the Old Assembly Building. 

Research mid Reference 

18 files were requisitioned by Government Departments. 

Preservation of Records 

(a) Flattening .... . . 4000 Sheets 

(b) Tissue repair. 85 Sheets 

(c) Lamination. 200 papers 

TAMIL NADU 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

Shri M. Paramasivam, IAS took over as Commissioner of Archives 
and Historical Research w.e.f. 3 November 1991, thereafter Smt. V 
Chandralekha, IAS held the charge up to 5 May 1992, Shri A. H. Abul 
Hasan, IAS up to 26 July 1992 and Shri T. R. Ramasamy, IAS up to 25 
January 1993. Subsequently Shri K. Ganesan, IAS assumed charge as 
Director of Archives on 25 January 1993. 
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Budget 

A sum of Rs. 69.80 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 
Rs. 72.79 lakhs on ttys non-plan side and Rs. 32.31 lakhs against budget 
provision of Rs. 34.23 lakhs on the plan side during 1991-92. In 1992-93, 
a sum of Rs. 86.14 lakhs was spent against budget provision of Rs. 68.52 
lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 46.95 lakhs against budget provision 
of Rs. 47.38 lakhs on the plan side. For 1993-94, a sum of Rs. 87.76 
lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 41.23 lakhs on the plan 
side. 


Building 

The State Archives has its own building. 

Research and Reference 

665 research scholars availed of the research facilities. 21,345 records 
were requisitioned by the Government agencies and 34,303 records by the 
research scholars. Besides 1,888 queries on records received from the 
private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

The following work was done : 

(i) Guide tG the Records of erstwhile districts of North Arcot and 
South Arcot (1836—1904) available in the Archives was prepared. 

(il) Compilation of Gazetteers of 12 Chapters of Chengai-Anna 
District and Tiruchirapalli District was completed. 

(iii) Work relating to the revision of the Guide to the Secretariat 
Records according to the instructions of the National Archives of India 
was continued and in this connection approval of National Archives of 
India was received for material sent for the Third Volume and approval 
for the remaining volumes was awaited. 

(iv) Preparation of a comprehensive Guide to the entire holdings of 
Tamil Nadu Archives was taken up and in this connection following 
chapters were completed : 

(a) Board of Revenue, Land Revenue and its branches (1786—• 

I960). 

(i) Court of wards (1956—60). 

(ii) Survey Department (1866—1960). 

(iii) Settlement Department (1857—1978). 

(iv) Excise Department (1919—80). 

(v) Civil Supplies Department (1956—59). 

(vi) Chief Conservator of Forest (1921—68). 

(vii) Food Production (1956—78). 

(yiii) Inam Commission (1859—1937). 

(ix) Commercial Taxes Department (1956—-59). 
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(b) High Court Sessions and its Predecessors Courts (1689—1813) 
and (1840—57). 

(c) Madras Mint Records (1744—1876). 

(d) Secretariat Department Records (1670—1960). 

(e) . Sniff’s Records (1786—1920). 

Publication Programme 

The publication entitled ‘The Role played by the Harijan Legislators 
in Tamil Nadu since 1920’ was completed and submitted for Government 
approval. 12 issues of ‘Avana Amudham’ for the years 1989—1992 were 
brought out. 


Preservation of Records 


The following output was achieved : 

28,301 Sheets 

1,73,363 Sheets 

2,58,243 Sheets 

5,977 Indices/ 
volumes/ 
books/ 
registers/ 
gazettes/ 
lists. 

Photo-duplication 

3,09,737 exposures were prepared. 35,398 xerox copies were prepared 
for research scholars. 


(i) Flattening . 

(ii) Repair with Chiffon 

(iii) Guarding 

(iv) Binding . 


Library 

8,821 books were acquired. 

Italning in Archival Studies 

6 training Sessions in Records Management each of 30 days duration 
were conducted. A total of 285 persons were imparted training in these 
Sessions. 


Other Important Activities 

Archives Week was celebrated from 14 to 20 February, 1992. An 
exhibition of significant documents was mounted during this week. 
Seminars were organised on Women’s Day and Scholar’s Day. A quiz 
programme for school students was also, conducted. Prizes and Certificates 
were distributed to the contestants. Shields were given for the best 
maintained record stacks. 
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TAMIL NADU 
(1993—1995) 

Administration 

Sbri K. Ganesan, IAS continued as Director of Archives and 
Historical Research till 13 July 1993, thereafter Shri M. Paramasivam, 
IAS assumed charge as Commissioner of Archives w.e.f. 14 July 1993. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 98.62 lakhs was spent against budget 
provision of Rs. 99.81 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 45.03 lakhs 
against budget provision of Rs. 57.49 lakhs on the plan side. In 1994-95 
a sum of Rs. 96.87 lakhs was spent out of budget provision of Rs. 97.04 
lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 53.22 lakhs out of plan budget 
provision of Rs. 59.27 lakhs. For 1995-96, a sum of Rs. 104.12 lakhs 
was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 51.66 lakhs on thp plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. One additional floor was 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 20.00 lakhs for the Mending Section. Besides, 
the State Government has approved fhc proposal 'for construction of a 
Library Building. The State Government'has also sanctioned Rs. 17.00 
lakhs for construction of separate building for' Interim Repository for the 
State Archives. 

Records Management 

1,350 files of Rural Development and Local Administration Depart¬ 
ment (1977) and 1,069 files of Public Department (1963) were examined. 
Out of these 49% files were marked for retention, and rest for destruction. 
While reviewing records prescribed retention schedule was followed. 

Research and Reference 

634 research scholars availed of the research facilities provided by 
the Department. 48,856 records were requisitioned by Government agencies 
and 28,563 by research scholars. Besides 575 queries on records received 
from the private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Preparation of Volume I of Guide to the holdings of Tamil Nadu 
Archives was completed while compilation of Volume II was continued 
and Volume III comprising seven chapters was finalised and sent to 
National Archives of India. 

Publication Programme 

(i) Five issues of “Avana Amudham” (April 1993 to January 1994) 
wefib brought out 
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(it) Selection of documents on “Agriculture Legislation in Madras 
Presidency” and “Forest Administration since Independence” were 
completed and submitted to the Government for approval. 

(iii) Collection of material for the publication ‘Small Scale and 
Cottage Industries’, ‘C. Rajagopalachari’s Administration as Chief Minister’ 
and Reformist “E. V. Ramasamy Naicker” were continued. 

(iv) One English book and six Tamil books were sent for reprinting. 

(v) Pudukottai District Gazetteer (Tamil version) was published. 

(vi) Compilation of Chingleput District Gazetteer nas been completed 
and press copy was under preparation. 

(vii) Trichy District Gazetteer and Thirunelveli Kattabomman District 
Gazetteer were under preparation. 


(viii)__ Karmayakumari District Gazetteer was published. 


(it) Printing of Dharmapuri District Gazetteer and Nilgiris District 
Gazetteer was in progress. 

Preservation of Records 
The following output was achieved: 

(i) Flattening , . , . , 

(ii) Repair with Chiffon .... 

(iii) Guarding ..... 

(iv) Binding ..... 

* VglJIViOp 

indexes. 

Govern* 

ment 

Orders. 


3,838 Sheets 

2.12,828 Sheets 

1,62,985 Sheets 

6,338 Gazetteers, 
books, 


Photo-duplication 


2,88,560 microfilm exposures were prepared. 16« nooks were 
microfilmed and 26 books were xeroxed. 


Library 

4,978 books were acquired. 


Training in Archival Studies 

6 Sessions each of 30 days duration in Records Management were 
conducted during 1993-94 and 1994-95 in which 328 persons were 
imparted training. 

Other Important Activities 

Archives Week was celebrated in the five Records Centres of Tamil 
Nadu Archives viz., Madurai, Thiruchirapalli, Salem, Cuddalore and 
Coimbatore Districts from 22—29 November 1993 and 1—7 February 
1995. As part of the celebrations exhibitions on rare documents and 
books were mounted. 







UTTAR PRADESH 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

Dr. Rakesh Tewari, Director, Uttar Pradesh State Archaeological 
Organisation continued tc* look after the Administration of the Uttar 
Pradesh State Archives, Lucknow in addition to his own duties. The post 
of Deputy Director remained vacant during the period under report. 
Dr Tripend Bhaska.-. Regional Archives Officer, Varanasi was promoted 
as Assistant Director-cum-Administrative Officer, while Mrs. Rubina Beg 
was appointed Assistant Director (Preservation). The post of Regional 
Archives Officer,- Nainital -and Varanasi remained vacant 

Budget 

During 1991-92, a sum of Rs. 34.26 lakhs was spent out of budget 
provision of Rs. 39.87 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 0.95 lakhs out 
of budget allocation of Rs. 5.19 lakhs on the plan side. During 1992-93, 
a sum of Rs. 38.28 lakhs was. spent out of budget provision of Rs. 44.87 
lakhs on the ncn-plan side and Rs. 1.20 lakhs out of plan budget provision 
of Rs. 5.99 lakhs. For 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 51.70 lakhs was provided 
cm the non-plan side and Rs. 6.77 lakhs on the plan side. 

B uilding 

The Department has its own functional building. Its Regional 
Archives and: the Manuscript Library are functioning in a rented building. 

Research and Reference 

117 research scholars availed themselves of the research facilities and 
16 files were requisitioned by Government agencies and 2,996 files were 
requisitioned by research scholars. 13 queries on records received from the 
private agencies and individuals were attended to. 

Publication Programme 

Preparation of a Catalogue of the Private acquisitions was taken up. 

Preservation of Records 

The following out-put was achieved : 


(i) Flattening . 

* • 

* 

• 

• 

63,545 

sheets 

(ii) Repair with tissue paper 

• 

« 

* 

• 

. 37,063 

sheets 

(iii) Lamination 

* • 

• 

• 

• 

. 4,435 

sheets 

(iv) Guarding 

• « 

• 

• 

♦ 

1,263 

sheets 

(vj Binding 

V ♦ 

• 

* 

• 

55 

263 

380 

files, 

sheets, 

books 


Photo-dupUcation 

It has its own nrcrofilming unit. 36,231 pages were microfilmed and 
1,000 xerox copies were prepared. 

17—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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Library 

52 books were acquired. 

Training in Archival Studies 

A two week training course in, Archival Studies is being run for the 
personnel employed in the Record Rooms of the Government Offices. 

Other Important Activities 

Publications of the Department were exhibited at the Uttar Pradesh 
Festival held at Bhubaneswar and at Ravindralaya, Lucknow. Trainees 
from the Training and Management Institute of the Uttar Pradesh Civil 
Secretariat were given lectures on Management of Archives. 

UTTAR PRADESH 

(1993*94) 

Administration 

Ms. Anita Misra, Deputy Director of Cultural Affairs, U.P. took 
over charge as the officiating, Director of the State Archives. 

Budget 

A sum of Rs. 43.50 lakhs was spent out of the budget provision of 
Rs. 51.70 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs, 1.50 lakhs out of budget 
provision of Rs. 6.77 lakhs on the plan side. For 1994-95 a sum of 
Rs. 54.33 lakhs was provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 6.11 lakhs on 
the plan side. 

Building 

The State Archives has its own building. 

Research and Reference 

30 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment. 5 files were requisitioned by Government Departments and 575 files 
and 250 volumes by research scholars. 2 queries from private individuals/ 
government agencies were attended to. 

Preservation-of Records • 

The following out-put was achieved : 

(1) Repair with tissue paper 

(2) Lamination. 

(3) Guarding. 

(4) Binding.- 

Photo-duplication 

4,542 exposures of microfilms were prepared. 


22,346 Sheets 

1,375 Sheets 

1,373 Sheets 

362 Books, 
41 Files 
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Library 


27 books were acquired. 

Training in Archival Studies 

A two week training course in Archival Studies is conducted for the 
personnel engaged in the Record Rooms of Government Offices in the 
State. 


Other Important Activities 

(i) An exhibition on Freedom Struggle in Uttar Pradesh was 
mounted, simultaneously at Information Centre, Hazratganj, Lucknow and 
in the State Archives from 11-8-93 to 15-8-93. 

(ii) A symposium on National Integration was organised on 13 August, 
1993 for the benefit of students from local schools and colleges. 

WEST BENGAL 
(1991—93) 

Administration 

Prof. Adhir Chakrabarty, Director of Archives left the Department 
on 4 July 1991. He was succeeded by Dr. Lad i Mohan Roy Chowdhury. 

Budget 

Expenditure on account of the establishment charges of the State 
Archives is met from the total budgetary allocation for Education Depart¬ 
ment under the non-plan head. No separate allocation under th's head is 
provided for the State Archives. 

A sum of Rs. 4.30 lakhs was spent on the plan side out of the budget 
provision of Rs. 15.00 lakhs during 1991-92. In 1992-93 a sum of 
Rs. 39.00 lakhs was spent against budget provision of Rs. 200.00 lakhs 
on the non-plan side and Rs 2.00 lakhs against budget provision o t 
Rs. 17.00 lakhs. A sum of Rs. 1.00 crore was allocated for construction 
of building of the State Archives but no expenditure was incurred during 
the period. For 1993-94, a sum of Rs. 220.00 lakhs was provided on the 
non-plan side, Rs. 15.00 lakhs on the plan side and Rs. 85.00 lakhs for 
construction of Archival building. 

Records Management 

1,98G files of Home Political Department (confidential) (1874— 
1906, 1909—11, 1929-30) were appraised. All the files were marked 
for retention. While reviewing the files, prescribed records retention 
schedule was followed. 

Research and References 

266 research scholars availed themselves of the research facilities 
provided by the Department and requisitioned 11,918 records. Besides, 
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1.407 queries on records from private ajjencics/individuals were also 
attended to. 


Reference Media 

Subject lists of the following record series were prepared : 3814 
files of the Confidential scries of Home (Political) Department (1874—- 
1906, 1909—11, 1929-30), and Directorate of Public Instruction 

(1894—1913). 


Publication Programme 

Compilation of Volume II of the Guide to Records was completed. 


Preservation of Records 


The following out-put was achieved : 

(i) Flattening. 

(ii) Repair with tissue . 

(iii) Repair with Chiffon . . * 

(iv) Lamination. 

(v) Guarding. 

(vi) Binding. 

Photo-duplication 


3,500 sheets 

25,500 sheets 

450 sheets 

4,200 sticcti 

180 volumes, 
110 Books, 
150 files 

80 volumes, 
60 books, 
350 files 


The Department has its own microfilming unit. 93 microfilm rolls and 
16.041 xerox copies were prepared. 


Library 


333 books were acquired. 

Training in Archival Studies 

The Department conducts three training courses in Conservation for 
4 weeks, 8 weeks and 3 months duration. During 1991-92, three 
candidates and in 1992-93, 2 candidates were imparted training in the 
three months course. 


Other Important Activities 

A team of officers visited Tamluk Hamilton High School for surveying 
tlie records in their custody. 
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WEST BENGAL 
(1993—1995) 

Administration 

There was no change in the administrative set up. 

Budget 

During 1993-94 a sum of Rs. 38.79 lakhs was spent out of budget 
provision of Rs. 219,51 lakhs on the non-plan side and Rs. 29.39 lakhs 
out of plan budget provision of Rs. 100.06 lakhs. In 1994-95 a sum of 
RS. '45.09 lakhs was spent out of budget provision-of Rs. 181.81 lakhs 
on the non-plar. side and Rs. 51.24 lakhs out of budget provision of 
Rs. 110.60 lakhs on the plan side. For 1995-96 a sum of Rs. 203.46 
lakhs has been provided on the non-plan side and Rs. 120.60 lakhs on 
the plan side. 

B uilding 

The.construction of archival building at Shakespeare Sarani, Calcutta 
was continued. 

Records Management 

2754 confidential files of Home Political Department (1924, 1929, 
1931;—35), 128 files of Labour Department (1949—51), 84 Freedom 
Movement papers (1875—1933), 65 confidential reports (1905—31) 
and 41 records* on Swadeshi Movements (1905—12) were examined. All 
the records were marked for retention. While reviewing, prescribed records 
retention schedule was followed. 

Researen and References 

246 scholars availed of the research facilities provided by the Depart¬ 
ment. 10.080 records were requisitioned by them. Besides, 7 queries on 
records from private agencies/individuals were attended to. 

Reference Media 

Descriptive listing of 50 letters, of Comptrolling Council of Revenue 
(1770) and subject listing of 2,754 confidential files of Home Political 
Department (1924, 1929 and 1931—35), 128 files of Labour Depart¬ 
ment (1949—51), 125 papers of Freedom Movement (1875—1933) and 
65 confidential files (1905—31) were prepared. Besides 584 files of 
Directorate of Public Instruction (1914—20), 5 volumes each of General 
Committee of Public Instruction Department (1823—41), Character 
Rolls of the Government Servants (Mid. 19th to early 20th century) were 
listed. 
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Preservation of Records 

The following cut-put was achieved : 


(1) Flattening 

- 

• 

• 

• 

47,000 

Sheets 

(2) Repair with tissue paper , 

« 

• 

• 

• 

2,240 

Sheets 

(3) Lamination . 

* 

• 

• * 

. 

46,110 

Sheets 

(4) Guarding 

. 

• 

• « 

. 

71,850 

Sheets 

(5) Binding 


• 

• • 


154 

Volumes, 





84 

Books, 






118 

Files 


Photo-duplication 

10,100 xerox copies, 493 photo-prints, and 40 microfilm rolls were 
prepared. 

Training in Archival Studies 

One official was imparted training in Conservation from 7 November 
1994 to 8 February 1995. 

Other Important Activities 

(i) Exhibitions on miscellaneous records viz. Hindu-Muslim, amity; 
Basundbara-Pol'ution Free; 19th Century Bengal; and Advancement of 
Learning were organised from 21—23 April 1993. 

(ii) The Department organised' 2 exhibitions viz. “Freedom Move¬ 
ment In Colonial Bengal” from 23 December 1993 to 2 January 1994 
during the West Bengal Book Fair and “Proscribed Literature of Bengal 
in British Period” from 25 January to 5 February 1995 at Paschimbanga 
Bangla Akadcmi, Calcutta, during the Calcutta Book Fair. 

(iii) To commemorate the 75th Anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre of 1919, an exhibition was held at Calcutta Information Centre 
in collaboration with National .Archives of India from 28 December 1994 
to 3 January 1995, 







APPENDIX X 


LIST OF ACCESSIONS OF PUBLIC RECORDS, PRIVATE 
PAPERS AND MICROFILM COPIES DURING 1991—93 

AND 1993—95 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 





12 . Naval Headquarters . 1952 and 1961 



s. No. Name of the Collection From whom acquired - Chronological Total number of papers Brief Description 

Range (Inclusive 
years) 
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proposal on United Front 
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territories, military treaty 
obligations to the States, 
Kashmir internal situation etc. 
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Native Newspaper Reports Tamil Nadu State Archives, 1911—1936 43 Brief repons on Tclugu and 

Madras English Newspapers of Ma¬ 

dras Presidency. 



Sri P. Vaman Rao, Journa- 1946—1956 20 Swatanlra Weekly 
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Records of the Commissioner of Land Revenue, Hyderabad. 1951 3,585 Files & 

10,305 Fly Leave 

Siyahas (Muslim marriage certificates received from various Qazats of 1994-1995 11,676 Certificates 

A. P. State) 
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India Weekly, London —do— 1890—1921 15 Weekly publication of the 

British Committee of the 
Indian National Congress. 
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Politics and social reform. 

1*. Indian Social Reformer, Weekly, -do- 25 Dec. 1893-Aug. 1949. 27 Edited by K. Natarajan. 

Bombay. __ 
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Finance Department (Annual Budget) .1912-13 to 1978-79 
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Revenue Department of Secretariat, Gandhinagar .... 1947—1973 3,091 Files 









Serial No. Name of the Collection From whom acquired Chronological Range Total No. of papers Brief Description 
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19—37 National Archive/ND/96 


i Government of Patiaia & East Punjab States Union, Home Department 1935—T991 3 Fiies 

Ced c ria sti c al Branch 



Name of the Collection From whom acquired Chronological Total Number of Brief Description 
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Smt Sarbati Devi Dadri 1893—1964 7 Manuscripts All the manuscripts are in 

Sanskrit. 



Shri Shiv Charan Kaushik 2 Diaries The diaries are in poetic 
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Ranberi, Director Public 1962 254 Collection of poems written 

Relations, Punjab. during the Chinese aggres¬ 

sion. 









KARNATAKA 


288 



lore Late Prime Minister PL Ja* 

wahar Lai Nehru to pre¬ 
vious Chief Ministers of 
Kodagu & Cocrg District. 



289 



1.8 05 

p 3 

&.s S 




6 

C3 

o 

O 

<« 

T3 

C 

’> 

o 

O 


2 

o 

jc 

CL. 

oc 


£ 00 
£ <* 

I . c 

ei i: 

f S3 

i c/5 

^ g 

« 2. 

■o £> 

* 2 

© a 

o I 

_ *o 

■2 < 

ll* 

q£ H 


Q. 

3 

2 

£ 


3 

l 


O 

s 


J, 


a 


rt 

c. 

§> 

‘t? 

I* 

CO 

d 


c 

o 


U 

V 

■-/ 

c; 


s 


vr> 

sO Os 

Os Os 


■g if 

^ CL 
— p 

-S* 4> « 
>H 2 
£ «} § 


35- 

h^.e 

_ ex: 

RJ C ^ 
>s rt * 


— rt 
_ _x 

|3 

O Rt 

■o c 

gs 

ifl !<3 


II 

a* 

c i_ 


« , 

“ § 
rt ,3 
00 ^ 
E§ 

3-S 


-3 _C r* 

«UQ U'S 5u 


a 


3 

S 


T3 

g 

C? 


u. r- 

3 O 


O 

U 


« 

S 

o 


S-H 


e 2 

2 e 

c £ 


a^a 


i* 

*•§ 

crj 

2| 

l a 

5jS 

v> ^ £• 

.5 .& 

rt j_T 

g£>. 

°S£ 


J, 


ON ^ 


S 2 


81 

£2 

(jo- 


to 

O 

g 

1c 

on 

x: 

t: 


c« 5 

Oc . 

3<; 

3 - 2 ? 

** 72 


U 

>> 

•5 

D 

s 

> 

m 


U.g £ 


©> 


2 

3 * " 

g S g 

“ c -§ 

x eu 


Records acquired from Tamil Nadu Archives. 1920—1950 40 Bundles 1 Government Orders 

52 Documents V and General matter. 
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Kolar District 1924—1953 14 Xerox Copies Pertain to Kolar Gold Fietds 

and few Kannada Mpdi Do¬ 
cuments. 

Shri V. U. Kararith/ 1894 I Copy Documents pertaining to Bha- 
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Revenue Department .. . . 1904-56 1,245 Bundles 41,825 Files 

Forest Department. 1906-10 175 „ 3,571 „ 
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Cadjan Grandhas * K. Ali Kunju, Thiruvenan- — 6 Cadjan Records, in old Tamil 

thapuram script relate to Ayurvedic 

Medicine and Treatment. 
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Subika , . ... —do— 1763—1798 42 Meitei astrological works. 

Kangla Yumjao * . * —do— 1597—1652 92 Deal with the origin ar 

description of Kangla con 
plcx. 





Ningthorol Kumshing . . . —do— 1759—1761 6 Describe the sum of Chro- 

nological dating of the Me- 
itei King in Kali Era. 

Nongchup Haram , .. —do— 1763—1778 15 Deal with the migration ge¬ 

nealogy of the Western emi- 
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Ningthourol Lembuba. . * W. Gourachandra Singh, 17th Century 263 Chronicle of the Mcitei Kings 

Sagolband 

Charairoogba Khungun . • N. Khekhandra Singh ,, 33 History of Lainmgthbu Cha- 

rairongba 
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Revenue, Irrigation and General . 1954—1961 72 Files 



Name of the Collection From whom acquired Chronological Range Total number of papers Brief Description 
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PONDICHERRY 
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Bharatpur Collectoratc Council Records.1900 1950 250 Bastas (2,500 Files) 











Name of the Collection From whom acquired Chronological Range Total number of papers Brief Description 
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Police Department. 1926—1953 

General Department . 1901—1951 
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Institute, Adaikalapuram, twelve wings of the Ins- 

Chidambaranar District. titute during the time of 

French Catholic Missionaries. 



( 1993 — 95 ) 
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Housing & Labour Development . . 1989 1,221 Bundles 

Housing & Urban Development . 1990 20 „ 

Indian Medicine & Homoeopathey . . 1988 67 Government Orders 













19. Industries . 1989-1990 1,010 Bundles 

20. Information A Tourism . .• .. 1989-1990 520 Government Orders 

21. Labour & Employment. 1989-1990 2,299 „ 
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10. Labour—(B). 1945—1949 

11. Medical—(B). .... 1953 

12. Municipal—(A),(C) . .... 1951-1952 
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Home Department (Constitutional & Election Branch) ■ . . 1988—1994 (with gaps) 109 Sets of Electoral Rolls 

The Calcutta Gazette (Extra ordinary publication) . 1994-1995 38 Copies 











ASIATIC SOCIETY, CALCUTTA 
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Rauda ul Riyadah dated 
1215 A.H. 
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which date back to the 11 Cen¬ 
tury A. D. The subjects 
relate to India on the eve 
of invasion of Turk 
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activities of the Socialist 
Party, Hind Mazdoor Sa- 
bha, Kerala Plantation Wor¬ 
kers’ Federation and Lok 



Dal. Besides there are prin¬ 
ted material, speeches/wri¬ 
tings hy him and others. 
The Collection is in Eng¬ 
lish, Malayalam and Hindi. 
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other members of the family 
and o' Prof, S. K. Sinha, 
D. N\ Kundu and S. K, Saha. 



Building plans of Meghnad 
Saha Memorial and a bul¬ 
letin entitled ‘Saha Insti¬ 
tute of Nuclear Physics’, also 
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dem India’, ‘Professional 
Ethics’, ‘Centre-State Re¬ 
lationship in Indian Cons¬ 
titution* etc. 
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respondent exchanged with 
Jawaharla! Nehru, Indira 
Gandhi, I.al Bahadur Shas- 
tri, K. P. S. Menon and 
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Hirachand and Lalchand Hi- 
rachand dealing with the 
separation of judiciary from 
executive and establishment 
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dency College, writings on 
East Bengal Brahmo Samaj 
and on Philosophy and prin¬ 
ted material. 
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30. Papers of Sajal Basu . * . Dr. Sajal Basu 1975 —77 300 pages Consist of correspondence, 
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statement of Baijnath Jha. 
Besides, there arc also pa¬ 
pers regarding a case by 
the Rana of Nepal against 



Rameshwar & others for 
helping Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan and Rammanohar Lohia 
flee from a prison in Nepal 
to India. The papers are 
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as Mandal Commission, 
Ayodhya issue, terrorism in 
Punjab, upheavel in Afgha¬ 
nistan, etc. 
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and others, 

39. Papers of Badruddin Tyabji . Shri Vazir Tyabji 1906 15 Documents The collection comprises of 

invitation cards relating to 



various social activities/funo- 
tions received by Justice Tya- 
bji from Lady Jehangir, Wi¬ 
lliam Wedderburn, East In¬ 
dia Association, etc. 
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activities and some addresses* 

45. Papers of Ganga Prasad Shri Uma Prasad Mookerjee 1866—1889 750 pages Include four account books 

of Ganga Prasad Mookerjee. 



Name of the Collection From whom acquired Chronological Range Total number of Rolls Brief Description 
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articles of M. K. Gandhi, his 
writings during the days of 
silence, etc. 
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Motilal Nehru Memorial i' li¬ 
ra! Institute & Kamala Nehru 
Hospital, Allahabad and en¬ 
gagement diaries. 
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1953 and condolence messages 
received on the death of S. F, P. 
Tiiorat and few speeches and 
writings by Lt. Gen. Thorat. 
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10. Papers of Dartial Latiti Shri Danial Latifi 1930—1984 3 Files Contain letters mostly writ¬ 

ten to his family members 
regarding personal, politi¬ 
cal movement in Punjab, 
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-5. Papers of Gopi Krishna Prasad . Prof. Gopi Krishna Prasad 1949-1955 48 Pages Comprise letters of Plani¬ 

sh war Nath ‘Renu* to him 
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tings by him and others. 
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36. Papers of Sri Prakasa . . „ Prof. Krishnanath 1956 2 Documents A broadcast talk on Acharya 

Narendra Deva’ and copy 
of an article on ‘Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya’ 
by Sri Prakasa have been 
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and others carried out 
as Convenor, All India Ticket 
Checking Staff Conference 



Private Papers.— Contd. 


344 



subject files relate to grant 
of pension under Swatan- 
trata Sainik Samman Pen» 
sion Scheme, press reports 
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APPENDIX XI 

List of Members of lht Indian Historical Records Commission 
Ex-Oflicio Members 

1. Shr : Madhuvrao Scindia, Union Minister for Human Resource 
Development, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi—President. 

2. Shri B. P Singh, Secretary to the Government of India, Depart¬ 
ment of Culture, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi—Member and 
Chairman, Standing Committee 

3. Joint Secretary/Joint Educational Adviser to the Government of 
India, Department of Culture, Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. 

4 . Shri S. Sarkar. Director General of Archives, Government of 
India, National Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi— 
Secretary. 

Nominees of the Government of India 

1. Dr. S. N. Prasad, Vijay, 1/78, Gomati Nagar, Lucknow (U.P.). 

2. Prof. S. R. Mehrotra, 24, Faculty House, M.D. University, 
Robtak. 

3. Dr. S. N. Sinha, 180/109, Katghar. Allahabad-211 003. (U.P.). 

4. Dr. A. R. Kulkarni, “Shri”, 992/993-23, Rajendra Nagar, 
Pune-411 030. (Maharashtra) 

5. Dr. Hira Lai Singh, B/4, Brij Enclave, Sunderpur, Varanasi- 
221 005. (U.P.). 

6. Prof. M. N. Das, 17, Satya Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751 007. 
(Orissa). 

7. Dr. B. Sheik Ali, 59, III Cross, VII Main, Saraswath : puram, 
Mysore-570 009. (Karnataku) 

8. Prof. Ambu Prasad, M-ll, Green Park, New Delhi-110 016 

9. Dr. T. K. Ravindran, Thandayamparampil, Ezhakkad P.O., Distt. 
Patakkad, Kerala. 

10. Prof. Satish Chandra, 165, Uttarakhand, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Campus, New Delhi-110 067. 

11. Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi, Sr. Faculty, Entrepreneurship Develop¬ 
ment Institute, Bhat, P.O. Chand, Kheda-382 424, Distt. 
Gandhinagar. (Gujarat). 

12. Dr. G. S. Dikshit, B-l, Kailas Apartments,. VII Main, IX 
Cross, Malleswaram, Bangalorc-560 003. (Karnataka) 
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13 Pro?. H. K. Barpujari, ‘Chandmari’, Rajgarh Road, Guwahati- 
781 003. (Assam) 

14. Dr. P. L. Mehra, House No. 198, Sector-11 A, Chandigarh- 
160 Oil. 

15. Prof. Irfan Habib, 1, Badar Bagh, Shamshad Market, Aligarh- 
202 002. (U.P.) 

16. Dr. S. Gopal, ‘Girija’, 97, Radhakrishnan Salai, Mylapore, 
Madi as-600 004. 

17. Dr. R. G. Parikh, 15, Sumangal Society, Near Memnagar Fire 
Station, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-380 009. 

18. Prof. Nemai Sadhan Bose, 94, Ramakrishnapur Lane, Howrah- 
711 102. (West Bengal) 

Representatives of Central Government and Semi-Government Institutions 

1. Mrs. Kiran Agarwal, Additional Secretary, Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (Administrative 
Reforms Wing), Sardar Patel Bbavan, Parliament Street, New 
Delhi-110 001. 

2. Financial Advisor, Ministry of Human Resource Development, 
Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. 

3. Shri K. H. Patel, Director, Ministry of External Affairs 
(Historical Division), Patiala House, Tilak Marg, New Delhi. 

4. Shri Raghvcndra Singh, Deputy Secretary (IS-I), Ministry of 
Home Adairs, North Block, New Delhi. 

5. Dr. U. P. Thapliyal, Director, Historical Section, Ministry of 
Defence, West Block-VIII, Wing No. 1, R. K. Puram, New 
Delhi-110 022. 

6. Prof. V. Ramakrishna, Department of History, University of 
Hyderabad, Hyderabad-500 134 (Andhra Pradesh) (Repre¬ 
sentative of U.G.C.) 

Representatives of State Govemmcnts/Union Territories 

1. Shri B. K. Hazarika, Director, Assam State Archives (Govern¬ 
ment of Assam), Assam Sachivalaya (Civil), Dispur, Assam- 
781 006. 

2. Shri Tara Sharan Sinha, Director of Archives, Bihar State 
Archives (Government of Bihar), Main Secretariat, Patna- 
800015. (Bihar) 

3. Dr. P. P. Sbirodkar, Director of Archives, Archaeology and 
Museum (Government of Goa), Panaji. (Goa) 

4. Commissioner of State Archives, Andhra Pradesh State Archives 
(Government of Andhra Pradesh), Tamaka, Hyderabad-500 007. 

(A.P.) 
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5. Director, Gujarat State Archives (Government of Gujarat), 
Daftar Bhandar Bhavan, Opp. Rose Garden, Sector-101, Gandhi- 
pagar-382 017. 

6. Director, Archaeology, Museums and Archives Department 
(Government of Jammu and Kashmir), Old Secretariat, Srinagar 
(Jammu and Kashmir). 

7. Director, Kerala State Archives, (Government of Kera’a) 
Nalanda, Trivandrum-3. (Kerala) 

8. Superintendent, Orissa State Archives, (Government of Orissa) 
Bhubaneswar-751 001. (Orissa) 

9. Shri R. Muniswamy, Director, Karnataka State Archives. Room 
No. 11 (Ground Floor), General Record Room (Government 
of Karnataka), Vidhana Soudha, Bangalorc-1. (Karnataka) 

10. Smt. Gurbnder Chahal, Secretary, Department of Archives, 
Punjab State Archives, S.C.O.-54-55, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh. 

11. Dr. Gyan Chand Sharma, Deputy Director of Archives, Rajasthan 
State Archives, (Government of Rajasthan) Bikaner. (Rajasthan) 

12. Smt. S. Malathi, Commissioner of Tamil Nadu Archives and 
Historical Research, (Government of Tamil Nadu), 28-29, 
Gandhi-Irwin Road, Egmore, Madras-600 008. 

13. Dr. L. M. Roychowdhury, Director of Archives, State Archives 
(Government of West Bengal), 6, Bhawani Dutta Lane, 
Calc-:tta-700 073. (West Bengal) 

14. Shri V. K. Sharma, Assistant D'rector of Archives, Department 
of Delhi Archives (Government of National Capital Territory of 
Delhi), Plot No. 18-A, Sa:sang Vihar Marg, Special Institutional 
Area, New Delhi-110 067. 

15. Shri P. S. Bhogal, Director, Maharashtra State Archives 
(Government of Maharashtra), Elphinstone College Building, 
Mumbai-400 032. 

16. Archivist, Pondicherry Archives (Government of Pondicherry), 
25, Mission Street, Pondicherry-605 001. 

17. Director, Haryana State Archives (Government of Haryana), 
SCO-9, Sector-5, Panchkula-134 109. (Haryana) 

18. Smt. Kevinine P. Meru, Director, Art and Culture (Government 
of Nagaland), Kohima. (Nagaland) 

19. Smt. Sarojin*. Devi, Deputy Director, Manipur State Archives, 
Porompat, Imphal-795 001 (Manipur). 

20. Director, Language, Art and Culture, (Government of Himachal 
Pradesh), Shimla. (Himachal Fradesh) 
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21. Dr. S. K. Chattopadhyay, Additional Director of Public Instruc¬ 
tion, Government of Meghalaya, Shillong. (Meghalaya) 

22. Commissioner, Archaeology, Archives and Museum (Govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh), D-Block, Old Secretariat, Bhopal. 
(Madhya Pradesh) 

23. Shri Pi Boichhingpuii, Director of Art and Culture, Government 
of Mizoram, Aizawl. (Mizoram) 

24. Secretary, Department of Art and Culture (Government of 
Sikkim) Gangtok. (Sikkim) 

25. Ms. Anita Mishra, Director of Archives (Government of Uttar 
Pradesh) B-44, Mahanagar Extension, Lucknow-6, (U.P.) 

Representatives of Regional Records Survey Committee having no organised 

Record Repository in States/Union Territories 

1. Dr. Mahadev Chakravarti, Head of Department of History, 
Tripura University, Agartala, Tripura. 

2. Dr. D. K. Borah, Deputy Director of Research (H), Directorate 
of Research, Government of. Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar 
791 111. (Arunachal Pradesh) 

Representatives of Universities 

1. Vice Chancellor, Agra University, Agra-282 004. (U.P.) 

2. Prof. I. H. Siddiqui, Chairman, Centre of Advanced Study, 
Department of History, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 
(U.P.) 

3. Dr. C. Soma Sundara Rao, Professor, Department of History 
and Archaeology, Andhra University, Waltair-530 003. (Andhra 
Pradesh) 

4. Prof. Radbey Shyam, Head of the Department of History, 
Allahabad University, Allahabad-2. (U.P.) 

5. Dr. A. Subbaian, Professor and Head of the Department of 
History, Annamalai University, Annamalai Nagar-608 002. 
(Tamil Nadu). 

6. Prof. S. R. S. Tiwari, Head of the History Department, T.R.S. 
College, Awadesh Pratap Singh University, Rewa. (M.P.) 

7. Dr. Anand Shankar Singh, Department of History, Faculty of 
Arts, Benaras Hindu University, Varanasi-5. (U.P.) 

8. Prof. K. Veerathappa, Head of the Department of History, 
Bangalore University, Bangalore-560 056. (Karnataka) 

9. Dr. R. C. Misra, Head of History Department, Berhampur 
University, Berhampur-760 007. (Orissa) 



351 


10. Head of the Post-Graduate Department of History, Bhagalpur 
University, Bhagalpur. (Bihar) 

11. Mrs. S. Deoskar, Professor of History, M.L.B. Girls College, 
Bhopal University, Bhopal. (Madhya Pradesh) 

12. Prof. Janardan Kumar, Head of the Department of History, 
Bihar University, Muzaffarpur—842 001. (Bihar) 

13 Dr. J. V. Naik, Head of the Department of History, Mumbai 
University, University Campus, Santacruz (East), Mumbai- 
400029. (Maharashtra) 

14. Prof. (Mrs.) Bharati Ray, Professor of History, Calcutta 
University, Calcutta—700 012. (West Bengal) 

15. Prof. (Mrs.) Aparna Basu, Department of History, Delhi 
University, Delhi—110 007. 

16. Dr. S. K. Basu, Reader and Head of the Department of History, 
Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh. (Assam) 

17. Dr. R. Bezbarua, Head of the Department of History, Gauhati 
University, Guwahati—781 014. (Assam) 

18. Prof. K. P. Mishra, Head of the Department of History, Gorakh¬ 
pur University, Gorakhpur (U.P.l 

19. Prof. R. D. Raval, Professor and Head of the Department of 
History, University School of Social Sciences, Gujarat University, 
Ahmedabad—380 009. (Gujarat) 

70. Prof. Ramlal Parikh, Vice-Chancellor, Gujarat Vidyapith, 
Ahmedabad—380 014. (Gujarat) 

21. Prof. Aji Ncyogi, Head, Department of History, Visva-Bharati, 
Santiuiketan—731 235. (West Bengal) 

22. Dr. Gurdev Singh, Reader, Department of History, Guru Nanak 
Dev University, Amrtisar. (Punjab) 

23. Prof. L. P. Pandey, Chairman, Department of History, Himachal 
Pradesh University, Shimla—171 005. (Himachal Pradesh) 

24. Dr. J. C. Upadhyay, Professor of History, Government Arts and 
Commerce College, Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore— 
452 001. (M.P.) 

25. Dr. J. P Mishra, Head of the Department of Post-Graduate 
Studies and Research in History, Rani Gurgavati Vishwavidyalaya, 
(Jabalpur University), Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh. 

26. Prof. P. K. Bhattacharyya, Head of the Department of History, 
Jadavpur University, Calcutta—700 032. (West Bengal) 

27. Prof. Rifaquat Ali Khan, Head of the Department of History, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi—110 025. 
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28. Dr. Hari Om, Head of the Post-Graduate, Department of 
History, Jammu University, Canal Road, Jammu (Tawi) 
(Jammu & Kashmir). 

29. Prof. K. N. Panikkar. Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi—110 067. 

30. Dr. Mohan Kumar, Professor, Maharani Laxmi Bai Arts and 
Commerce College, Jiwaji University, Gwalior. (MP.) 

31. Prof. D. C. Shukla, Head of the Department of History, Jai 
Narain Vvas University, Jodhpur. (Rajasthan) 

32. Prof. S. Settar, Head of the Department of History and Archaeo¬ 
logy, Karnataka University, Pavate Nagar, Dharwar—580 003. 
(Karnataka). 

33. Dr M. P. S'ngh, Prof, and Head of the History Department. 
Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi—221 005. (U.P.) 

34. Prof. A. Q. Rafiqui, Department of History, Kashmir University. 
Hazratbal, Srinagar—190 006. (Jammu & Kashmir) 

35. Head of the Department of History, Kerala University, University 
Campus, Kariavattom, Trivandrum—695 001. (Kerala) 

36 Dr. G. Khurana, Chairman, Department of History, Kurukshetra 
University Kurukshetra. (Haryana) 

37. Dr. S. N. Qnnungo, Head, Department of Medieval and Modern 
Indian History. Lucknow University, Lucknow—226 007. (U.P.) 

38. Dr. P. Jagadeesan, Reader and Head of the History Department, 
Madras University, Madras—600 005. (Tamil Nadu) 

39. Dr. S. M. Manickam, Reader and Head, School of Historical 
Studies, Madurai Kamraj University, Palkalai Nagar, Madurai 
(Tamil Nadu) 

40. Dr. Chittaranjan Sinba, Head of the Department of History, 
Magadh University, Bodh Gaya—824 234. (Bihar) 

41. Dr. Gita Bajpai, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Maha¬ 
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Baroda-2. (Gujarat) 

42. Dr. is. E. Shinde, Professor and Head, Department of History 
and Ancient Indian Culture, Dr. Babasaheb Ambcdkar Marath- 
wada University, Aurangabad. (Maharashtra) 

43. Dr. K. K. Sbarma, Head of the Department of History, Meerut 
University, Meerut. (U.P.) 

44. Prof O. Anantharamaiah, Head of the Department of History, 
Mysore University, Manasa Gangotri, Mysore. (Karnataka) 

45. Dr. Y. N. Gujan, Reader, Department of History, Nagpur 
University, Humanities Building, University Campus, Amravati 
Road, Nagpur. (Maharashtra) 
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46. Prof. T. K. Roychoudhury, Department of History, North Bengal 
University, Raja Ram Mohunpur, Distt. Darjeeling—734 430. 
(West Bengal) 

47. Dr. R. Soma Reddy, Reader, Department of History. Osmania 
University, Hyderabad—500 007. (Andhra Pradesh) 

48. Dr. R. C. Jauhri, Chairman, Department of History, Punjab 
University, Chandigarh. 

49. Dr. Birendra Verma, Head, Department of History, Patna 
University, Patna. (Bihar) 

50. Prof. M. D. Nalawadc, Head of the Department of History, 
Poona University, Ganeshkhind, Pune—411 007. (Maharashtra) 

51. Dr. U. P. Bajaj, Head of the Department of History, Punjabi 
University, Patiala—147 002. (Punjab) 

52. Prof. P. K. Sinha, Head of the Department of History, Rabindra 
Bharati University, 56-A, Barrackpore, Trunk Road, Calcutta-50 
(West Bengal) 

53. Prof. V. S. Bhatnagar. Department of History and Indian 
Culture, Rajasthan University, Jaipur. (Rajasthan) 

54. Dr. (Mrs.) S. Mishra, University Professor and Head of the 
P. G. Department of History, University of Ranchi, Ranchi. 
(Bihar) 

55. Dr. M. A. Khan, Reader and Head of Department of History, 
University Teaching Department, Ravi Shankar University. 
Raipur. (M.P.) 

56. Prof. C. R. Mishra, Head, Post-Graduate Department of History, 
Sambalpur University, Sambalpur—786 017. (Orissa) 

57. Dr. M. R. Patil, Reader, Post-Graduate Department of History, 
Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar. (Gujarat) 

58. Dr. B. B. Srivastava, Reader, Department of History, Sagar 
Visbwavidyalaya, Sagar-470 003. (M.P.) 

59. Dr. S. V. Jani, Professor and Head of the Department of 
History, Saurashtra University, University Campus, Kalavad 
Road, Rajkot-360 005. (Gujarat) 

60. Dr. V. S. Kadam, Professor and Head of the History Depart¬ 
ment, Shivaji University, Vidyanagar, Kolhapur-4. (Maharashtra) 

61. Prof. V. Kamcswara Rao, Professor of History, Sri Venkate- 
swara University, College of Arts and Sciences, Tirupati 
(Andhra Pradesh). 

62. Dr. (Mrs.) Kamla Jain, Associate Professor of History, College 
of Social Sciences and Humanities, Mohanlal Sukbadia University, 
Udaipur—313 001. (Rajasthan) 
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63. Prof, K. M. Paira, Department of History, Utkal University, 
Vani Vihar. Bhubaneswar—751 004. (Orissa) 

64. Dr. (Mrs.) Prabba Sriniwasulu, Professor and Head, Depart' 
ment of History, Govt. Girls College, (Vikram University) 
Ujjain. (M.P.) 

65. Prof. Ajit Ncogi, Head, Department of History, Visva-Bharati, 
Santineketan—731 235. (West Bengal) 

Representatives of Learned Institutions 

1. Shri J. N. Bhuyan, Director, Department of Historical and Anti¬ 
quarian Studies in Assam, Guwahati-1. (Assam) 

2. Shri M. L. Kachroo, Secretary, Association of Indian Archivists, 
C/o. National Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi. 

3. Prof. Durgaprasad Bhattacharya, Secretary, Socio-economic 
Research Institute, C-19, College Street Market, Calcutta-7. 

4. General Secretary, (Asiatic Society) Park Street, Calcutta-16 
(West Bengal). 

5. Dr. L. B, Kenny, Asiatic Society, 247, Telang Road, Mumbai. 
(Maharashtra) 

6. Dr. G. T. Kulkami, Secretary, Bharat Itihasa Samshodhaka 
Mandala, 1321, Sadashiv Pcth, Pune-30. (Maharashtra) 

7. Prof. Ravinder Kumar, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library. Teen Murti House, New Dehi-110Oil. 

8. Dr. J. Velinkar, Director, Heras Institute of Indian History and 
Culture, St. Xavier’s College, 5, Mahapalika Marg, Mumbai-1. 

9. Prof. M’rinal Miri, Director, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 
Rashtrapati Nivas, Shimla-171 005. 

10. Dr. Basudey Chatterjee, Editor, Ind ; an Council of Historical 
Research. 35. Ferozeshah Road. New Delhi-110 001 

11. Prof. D. C. Wadhwa, Gokhalc Institute of Politics and Economics. 

' Ptme-411 004. (Maharashtra) 

12. Dr. Bhabani Chatan Das, Deputy Director, Institute de 
Chandernagore, The Residency, P.O. Chandemagore, District 
Hoogh'y. (West Bengal) 

13. Shri S. A. Ali, Director, Indian Institute of Islamic Studies, 
Hamdard Nagar, Pusbpa Bhavan, Tughlakabad, New Delhi- 
110062. 

14. Dr. K. M. Shrimali, Secretary, "Indian History Congress/ Depart¬ 
ment of History, University of Delhi, Delhi-110 007; 

15. Shri M. S. Ranawat, Deputy Director, Shri Natnagar Shodh 
Samsthan, Sitamau, Malwa-458 990. (M.P.) 

16. Director, Indian Institute of Management, Vastrapur, Ahmeda- 
bad-380 015. (Gujarat) 
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Report mi aclivilies of the Regional Records Survey Committee 
from 1992—95 

Daring the period Regional Records Survey Committees were recon¬ 
stituted in the States/Union Territories of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat. 
Haryana, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. 

Andhra Pradesh : The Regional Records Survey Committee was re¬ 
constituted on 28 June 1994 for a period of two years. The work of 
survey and acquisition of private records in the districts of Chittoor, 
Guntur, Kurnool, Hyderabad, Secundrabad, Nellore, Mahboobnagar, 
Rajabmundry and Vijaywada have betrn completed during the period under 
report. 

Arunacha! Pradesh: Listing of literary Buddhist work in private fund 
at Tawang (West Kemey) and Chowkham (Lohit) districts has been 
completed. 

Assam: Regional Records Survey Committee and National Register 
of Private Records schemes are attached with the Department of Historical 
and Antiquarian Studies in Assam. Regional Records Survey Committee 
which is a permanent body was constituted on 10 July 1974. 

Bihar: The term of Regional Records Survey Committee expired on 
16 September 1991 but is continuing until the formation of new 
Committee. 

National Capital Territory of Delhi : The Regional Records Surv ey 
Committee will be reconstituted after the elections to the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Goa : The work will be undertaken on getting necessary grants. 

Gujarat: The Regional Records Survey Committee was reconstituted 
on 22 October 1993 for a period of three years. 

Haryana : The Regional Records Survey Committee was reconstituted 
for a period of two years w.e f. 10 November 1993. 

Himachal Pradesh: Steps have been initiated to constitute the 
Regional Records Survey Committee. 

Karnataka : Proposal to reconstitute the Regional Records Survey 
Committee is pending with the Government. 

Kerala: The Regional Records Survey Committee was last constituted 
on 23 January 1991 for a period of three years. The proposal to re¬ 
constitute the Regional Records Survey Committee for South Central and 
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Northern Region were forwarded to the State Government and orders for 
the same are awaited. 

Maharashtra : The Regional Records Survey Committee have been 
constituted in Nagpur, Pune and Aurangabad Division. These Committees 
have undei taken the project of acquiring private records. 

Manipur : The term of the Regional Records Survey Committee; expir¬ 
ed in December 1991 and reconstitution of the Committee is now under 
process. 

Nagaland : Proposal has been submitted to the State Government for 
reconstitution of the Regional Records Survey Committee and approval 
from the Government is awaited. 

Pondicherry: The Regional Records Survey Committee was last 
constituted for a period of three years in 1987. Action has already been 
taken to reconstitute the same. 

Rajasthan : The Regional Records Survey Committee was constituted 
on 7 February 1976 and has been functioning on permanent basis. 

Tamil Nadn : The Regional Records Survey Committee has been re¬ 
constituted for a period of 3 years w.e.f. 25 July 1993 for four regions 
viz. Madras, Madurai, Salem and Tiruchirapally. 

Uttar Pradesh : The Regional Records Survey Committee has been 
reconstituted for 3 years and the Committee has been renamed as Advisory 
Committee. 

West Bengal: The Regional Records Survey Committee has been 
reconstituted for a period of three years on 29 December 1993. 
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GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH 
ABSTRACT 

ANDHRA PRADESH STATE ARCHIVES—Regional Historical 
Records Survey and Executive Historical Documents Purchase Committee- 
Reconstitution —Orders—Issued. 

EDUCATION (CO CRPOrH.E. 2) DEPARTMENT 

G.O. Ms. xVe. 194 dated: 28-6-1994 

Read the following:— 

1. G.O. Ms. No. 104 Edn. (A&M. 2) Deptt., dated 16-3-1991. 

2. From the Commissioner of State Archives letter Rc. No. 3894/ 
87, dated 20-2-1993. 

3. From the Commissioner of State Archives letter He. No. Cl/ 
3894/87, dated 8-9-1993. 

ORDER 

In the circumstances stated by the Co mmi ssioner of State Archives in 
his letters read above. Government hereby reconstitute the Regional 
Historical Records Research and Survey Committee consisting of (i) State, 
and (ii) Executive and Historical Documents Purchase Committee for a 
period of two years from the date ol issue of this order with the following 
Members :— 

(i) State Regional Historical Records Research and Survey Committee: :— 


1 . 

Hon’ble Minister Incharge of Archives 

Chiarman 

2. 

Prl. Secretary to Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, Education Department. 

Vice Chairman 

3. 

Commissioner, Andhra Pradesh State 
Archives. 

Member-Secretary 

4. 

Jt. Secretary, Culture and Archives, 
Government of India, New Delhi. 

Member 

5. 

Director General of Archives, National 
Archives of India, New Delhi. 

Member 

6. 

Director, Karnataka State Archives, Ban¬ 
galore. 

Member 

7. 

Director, Kerala State Archives, Thiru- 
vananthapuram. 

Member 

8. 

Commissioner, Tamilnadu State Ar¬ 
chives, Madras. 

Member 
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9. Director, Archaeology and Museums and 
Oriental Manuscrip's, Library and 
Research Institute, Hyderabad. 

10. Sri V. P. Rama Roa, I.A.S. (Retd.), 
Chief Secretary to Government of Andhra 
Pradesh (Retd.). 

11. Dr. V. K. Bawa, I.A.S. (Retd.) 

12. Sri Vavilala Gopala Krishnaiah, Freedom 
Fighter, Sattenepalli, Guntur. 

13. Head of the Department of History, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

14. Head of the Department of History, 
Dr. Ambedkar Open University, Hy¬ 
derabad. 

15. Head of the Department of History, 
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad, 

16. Head of the Department of History, S. 

V. University, Tirupathi. 

17. Head of the Department of History, 
Andhra University, VisakhapatDam. 

18. Head of the Department of History, 
Sri Krishna Devaraya University, 
Ananthapur. 

19. Head of the Department of History, 
Nagarjuna University, Guntur. 

20. Head of the Department of History, 
Kakatiya University, WarangaL 

21. Vice-Chancellor, Telugu University, 
Hyderabad. 

22. Dr. Sarojini Regani, Retd. Professor, 
Department of History, Osmania 
University, Hyderabad. 

23. Prof. M. Radhakrishna Sarma (Retd.), 
Head of the Department of Ancient 
Indian History, Culture and Archaeo¬ 
logy, Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

24. Prof. M. A. Muttalib, Former Prof, 
of Public Administration, Osmania Uni¬ 
versity, Hyderabad. 

25. Prof. Suleman Siddiqui, Head of the 
Department of Islamic Studies, Osmania 
University, Hyderabad. 

26. Dr. Ravindra Kumar, Director, Nehru 
Memorial Museum and Library, New 
Delhi. 


Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 
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27. Prof. Y. Vaikuntam, Department of His¬ 
tory, Osmania University, Hyderabad. Member 

28. Prof. V. Ramakrishna, Department of 

History, University of Hyderabad, Hy¬ 
derabad. Member 

29. Prof. R. Vasantha, Department of His¬ 
tory, Sri Krishna Devcraya University, 

Ananthapur. Member 

30. Dr. N. Padmavathy, Plot No. 20, Road 
No. 2, Opp. L. V. Prasad Eye Hospital, 

Banjara Hills, Hyderabad. Member 

(ii) Executive of the Regional Historical Records Survey and Historical 

Documents Purchase Committee :— 

1. Prl. Secretary to Government of Andhra Pradesh, Education 
Department (Archives). 

2. Commissioner of State Archives. 

3. Dr. Sarojmi Regani, Retd. Professor, Department of History, 

Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

4. Director, Archaeology and Museums, Government of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

5. Prof. M. Radha Krishna Sharma (Retd.), Head, Department of 
Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology, Osmania 
University, Hyderabad. 

6. Prof. Y. Vaikuntam, Department of History, Osmania University, 
Hyderabad. 

7. Prof. V. Ramakrishna, Department of History, University of 
Hyderabad, Hyderabad. 

8. Prof. A Bobbili, Department of History, Kakatiya University, 
Warangal. 

9. Dr. Ravmdra Kumar, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum and 
Library, New Delhi. 

10. Prof. M. A. Muttalib, Former Prof, of Public Administration, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

11. Prof, Suleman Siddiqui, Head of Department of Islamic Studies, 
Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

The Aims and Objectives of Committee are :— 

(i) To take a comprehensive census of records and historical docu¬ 
ments available and preserved in the State. 

(ii) To guide and supervise survey and listing of records lying in the 
custody of private institutions, individuals and to take steps for 
acquisition of records and documents preserved in private 
custody. 
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(iii) To take steps for the proper preservation, classification and study 
of important historical documents and bringing them to the 
notice of scholars, 

(iv) To procure copies of such records and documents as may exist 
outside the State and having a bearing on the history of the 
Dcccan and Andhra Pradesh. 

(v) To publish annual brochures, catalogues, lists etc. of the material 
(Private and Public) surveyed, procured from different parts of 
thl; State and outside the State for thja benefit of the Research 
Scholars. 

(vi) To work for creating archival awareness amongst the people of 
the region and enlist their co-operation in survey and listing of 
records by convincing them about the need for preservation of 
records in their custody as cultural heritage for future genera¬ 
tions. 

The Commissioner of State Archives shall be the controlling autho¬ 
rity for countersigning the travelling allowance bills of the non-official 
members. The Committee shall be treated as 1st Class Committee and it 
shall meet as often as is necessary at any place within the State subject 
to availability of funds. 

The T.A. and DA. to the non-official Members of the Committee 
shall be regulated as per orders issued in G.O. Ms. No. 115, Finance (T.A.) 
Department, dated 16-4-1979 as amended by G.O. Ms. No. 196, Fin. and 
Pig! (T.A.) Department, dated 19-7-1988. 

The expenditure on travelling allowances shall bje debited io the fol¬ 
lowing head cf account “2202—Art and Cu’ture, 104—Archives, SH(01) 
Headquarters Office. . 030 —Travel expenses, 031—-Travelling Allowances”. 

This order does not require the concurrence of Finance and Planning 
(FW) Department. 

(BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNOR OF 
ANDHRA PRADESH) 

SD./- 

C. S. RANGACHARI 
Principal Secretary to Government 



HARYANA GOVERNMENT 
ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 
NOTIFICATION 

No. 6/1-93-Abbi/ Chandigarh, Dated the 10-11-93 

In supersession of Haryana Government, Archives Department Noti¬ 
fication No. 6/I4-90-Abhi dated J 9-12-90 the Governor of Haryana is 
pleased to reconstitute a State Regional Records Survey Committee with 
immediate effect for a period of two years. The Committee will consist of 
the following members :— 

1. The Commissioner & Chairman Official 

Secretary, Government 

of Haryana, Archives 
Department. 

2. The Director, Archives Member Official 

Department, Haryana, 

Chandigarh. 

3. The Director-General Member Official 

of Archives, Govern¬ 
ment of India, Na¬ 
tional Archives of 

India, New Delhi (or 
his nominee). 

4. Member (by name), Member Non-official 

Indian Council of 
Historical Research, 

New Delhi. 

5. Head of the Depart- Member 

ment of History, M. 

D. University, Rohtak. 

6. Head of Department Member 

of History, Kurukshe- 
tra University, Kuru- 
kshetra. 

7. Sh. Ram Singh Jha- Member Non-official 

khar, presently Chair¬ 
man, Freedom Fighters 
Association, Haryana. 

8. Dr. Hari Singh, Princi- Member Non-official 

pal. Government, 

College, Loharu. 

9. Deputy Director, Har- Member-Secretary Official 
yana State Archives, 

Chandigarh* 
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The Assistant Director, Ambala/Hissar Repositories will be special 
invitee. 

The Committee may enlist co-operation of such members, whose 
advice it considers necessary for development and proper upkeep of archi¬ 
val wealth of Haryana. 

Object: The object in setting up of the Committel? is to carry out.a syste¬ 
matic survey of archival materials in possession of temples, indivi¬ 
duals, institutions and business houses in Haryana and to. suggest 
ways and means for their proper preservation, listing and utilisation 
by the researchers. This Committee will also work as Advisory 
Committee and Archival Council. 

Headquarters : The Headquarters of the Committee will be at Chandigarh 
(Office of the Director, Archives Department, Haryana). 

Tenure :The tenure of the Committee Shall be of two years commencing 
from the date of the issue of this notification. The term of the 
office of the members shall also be for two years. 

Meetings : The Committe); will meet as often, as necessary at any place 
within the state, subject to availability of funds. 

Quorum : Three members will constitute the quorum for a meeting and 
one of them will be a non-official member. 

Functions : Th|; Committee will perform the following functions :— 

(a) To advise Haryana Government on the survey of manuscripts 
and documents, pre-1900 published books, rare private papers, 
paintings of historical, administrative, archival and cultural 
value in private custody, and private papers of eminent persons, 
old families and business houses of Haryana and their acquisi¬ 
tion by donation or loan. 

(b) To induce individuals, institutions, societies and business houses 
to send their documents and photographs of historical, admini¬ 
strative and cultural importance to Haryana State Archives for 
proper use by the bonafide Research scholars. 

tc) To advise the Department of Archives to acquire typed, photo¬ 
stat, xerox or microfilm copies of these important documents 
and books which the owners do not want to part with. 

(d) To advise the Department of Archives to register those impor¬ 
tant documents and manuscripts which the owners do not want 
to part with. 
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(e) To advise the State Government in the matter of preservation 
and maintenance of public records and on other technical 
matters. 

(f) To advise the State Government regarding enactment of Archi¬ 

val law. 

Procedure: All proposals for the donation, acquisition and loan of docu¬ 
ments etc., noticed by the Member(s) . of the Committee will be inti¬ 
mated through the Member-Secretary of the Committee at its next 
meeting for determining their historical, archival cultural or adminis¬ 
trative value. 

Allowances: The non-official member will draw their T.A./D.A. in 
accordance with the instructions contained in the Chief Secretary to 
the Government of Haryana, circular No. 670-Pol.(4) 72 dated 
4-4-1972 and u.o.~ 10/31-88-Pol.(4) dated 7th March, 1989 and the 
expenditure on accounts of this will be debitable to the Head “2205— 
Art and Culture, 102—Promotion of Art and Culture—Development of 
Archives (Non-Plan)”. The Deputy Director of Archives, Member- 
Secretary to the Committee will be controlling officer authorised to 
countersign the T.A. Bills of the Non-official members. 

The official members will draw their T.A./D.A. from their respec¬ 
tive Departments and expenditure on this account will be debitable to 
the Heads from where they draw their respective salaries. 

This issue with the concurrence of the Finance Department, vide their 
U.O. No. 9/2/86-3 FD-III/3078(93) dated 10-11-1993. 

Sd./- 

T. D. JOGPAL 

Commissioner & Secretary to Government 
of Haryana, 

Archives Department 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 
ABSTRACT 

Regional Committees for survey of Historical Records, Tamil Nadu— 
Reconstituted—ordered. 

EDUCATION (Ql) DEPARTMENT 
G.O.Ms. No. 876 Dated: 14-9-1993 

Read : 

G.O. Ms. No. 1062, Education, dated 25-7-90. 

Read again: 

From the Commissioner of Archives and Historical Research Letter 
No. 6945/RC/93, dated. 10-6-93 and 16-7-93. 

ORDER 

in the G.O. read above the Government constituted four Regional 
Committees, namely Madras Regional Committee, Tiruchirappally Regional 
Committee, Madurai Regional Committee and Salem Regional Com¬ 
mittee, for survey of Historical Records for a period of three years from 
25-7-90. 

2. Since the period of the above mentioned committees ends with 
24-7-93, the Commissioner of Archives and Historical Research has 
requested the Government to extend the period of the said four regional 
committees for a further period of three years. He has also stated that 
the members, including the non-official members, included in the previ¬ 
ous committees may be allowed to continue in the proposed four commit¬ 
tees. He has also suggested to include Thiru A. Gopalan, M.A., Corres¬ 
pondent, Indian Express and Dinamani, No. 3 Bertram Buildings, Tiru- 
chirappalli-620 002 as a hew non-official member in the Tiruchirappalli 
Regional Committee. 

3. The Government agree to the above request of the Commissioner 
of Archives and Historical Research. Accordingly they reconstitute 
four Regional Committees, as detailed in the Annexure to this G.O., with 
the members mentioned therein for a period of three years from 25-7-93. 

4. The Committee shall be treated as 1st Class Committee for the 
purposes of Travelling Allowances and Daily Allowance of non-official 
members. The Travelling Allowance bills of non-officials will be counter¬ 
signed by the Member-Secretary of the respective Regional Committee. 
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5. An annua! report on the work of the Committee should be sub¬ 
mitted to Government by the Member-Secretary regularly within the pres¬ 
cribed time. 

6. The action of the Commissioner of Archives and Historical 
Research in having continued the period of the said four committees 
beyond 25-7-93 is also ratified. 

7. This order issues with the concurrence of the Finance Depart¬ 
ment vide its U.O. No. 82570/Edn/93-l, dated 7-9-93. 

CBY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR) 


Sd/- 

JAYANTHI 

Secretary to the Government 


ANNEXURE 

Regional Committee for Survey of Historical Records, Tamil Nadu 

I. Madras Region : 

1. Commissioner of Archives and Historical 
Reasearch, Tamil Nadu Archives, Madras-8. Chairman 

2. Deputy Commissioner of Archives, Tamil 

Nadu Archives, Madras-8. Member-Secretary 

3. Assistant Commissioner of Archives (Trg.), 

Tamil Nadu Archives, Madras-8. Member 

4. Assistant Commissioner of Archives, District 

Record Centre. Cuddalore South Arcot 
District. Member 

5. Head of the Department of History, Uni¬ 
versity of Madras, Madras-5. Member 

6. Additional Personal Assistant to the Collec¬ 
tor of Madras, Madras-5. Member 

7. Additional Personal Assistant to the Collec¬ 
tor, Chengai MGR District, Kancheepuram. Member 

8. Personal Assistant (General) to the Collector, 

North Arcot Ambedkar District, Vellore. Member 

9. Personal Assistant to the Collector, Thiru- 
vannamalai Sambuvarayar District, Thiru- 

vannamalai. Official Member 

10. Personal Assistant to the Collector, South 

Arcot District, Cuddalore. Official Member 
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11. Head of the Department of History, Annama- 
lai University, Chidambaram,, South 
Arcot District, 

12. The Director General of Archives, National 
Archives of India, New Delhi (or) his no¬ 
minee. 

13 Thiru Manian, Editor, “Idhayam Pcsukira- 
thu", 57 Thiru. vi. ka. Industrial Estate, 
Guindy, Madras-32. 

14. Dr. Padma Subramaniam, No. 6, 4th Main 
Road, Gandhi Nagar, Madras-20. 

II. Tiruchi Region : 

1. Commissioner of- Archives and Historical 
Research, Tamil Nadu Archives, Madras-8. 

2. The Assistant Commissioner of Archives, 
District Record Centre, Tiruchi. 

3. Personal Assistant (General) to the Collec¬ 
tor of Tiruchirapalli, Tiruchirapalli. 

4. Personal Assistant (General) to the Collector 
of Pudukkottai. 

5. Personal Assistant (General), Dindigul, Anna 
District. 

6. Personal Assistant (General) to the Collec¬ 
tor, Thanjavur. 

7. Thiru G. Ramakrishnan, The Head of the 
Department of History, Periyar E. V. R. 
Governmetit College, Tiruchi-24. 

8. The Director, Thanjavur Maharajah Saffoji’s 
Saraswati Mahal Library, Thanjavur. 

9. The Registrar, Mother Theresa Women 
University, 15, Race Course Road, Guindy, 
Madras-32. 

10. Thiru Periasamy, Secretary, Tamil Sangam, 
Tiruchi. 

11. The President, Society for Historical Stu¬ 
dies, Mannarpuram, Tiruchi. 

12; The Vice-Chancellor. Tamil University, 
Thanjavur. 

13. 'Bishop Dioceses, Thanjavur. 


Official Member 

Official 

Member 

Non-Official Member 
Non-Official Member 

Chairman 

Member-Secretary 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Non-Official Member 

Non-Official Member 

Non-Official Member 
Non-Official Member 
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14. The Principal, The Sacrod Heart College, 

Sembaganoor, Dindigul, Anna District. Non-Official Member 

15. Thiru A. Gopalan, M.A.; Correspondent, 

Indian Express and Dinamani, No. -3, Betram 

Buildings, Tiruchirapalli-620 00?. Non-Official Member 

III. Madurai Region : 

1. Commissioner of Archives and Historical 
Research Tamil Nadu Archives, Egmore, 

Madras-8. Chairman 

2. The Assistant Commissioner of Archives, Member- 

District Record Centre, Madurai. Secretary 

3. Personal Assistant (General) to the Collector 

of Madurai. Member 

4. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Pasum- 

pon Muthuramalinga Thevar Thirumagan 
District; Sivaganga. Member 

5. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Tirupel- 

veli, Kattabomman District. Member 

6. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Kama- 

rajar. District Virudhunagar. Member 

7. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Rama- 

nathapuram, District Ramanathapuram. Member 

8. Personal Assistant to the Collector of 

V.O.C., District Tuticorin. Member 

9. Personal Assistant to the Collector of 

Kanya kumari. District Nagorkoil. Member 

10. The Head of Department of History, 

Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai. Member 

11. Dr. A. Suryakumari, Post Graduate Profes¬ 

sor, Department of History, St. Mary’s 
College, Tuticorin-628 001. Member 

12. Dr. S. M. Kamal, 21, Esa Pallivasal Street, 

Ramanathapuram. Non-Official Member 

13. Thiru T. N. S. Murugadoss, Theerthapathy, 

Zaminder of Singampatti, Tirunelveli. Non-Official Member 

IV. Salem Region : 

1. Commissioner of Archives and Historical 
Research, Tamil Nadu Archives, Madras-8. Chairman 

2. Assistant Commissioner of Archives, Dis¬ 
trict Record Centre, Salem. Member-Secretary 
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3. The Research Officer/Assistant Commissioner 

District Record Centre, Coimbatore. Member 

4. Additional Personal Assistant to the Collec¬ 
tor of Salem District, Salem. Member 

5. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Dhar- 

mapuri District, Dharmapuri. Member 

6. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Periyar 

District, Erode. Member 

7. Personal Assistant to the Collector of Coimba¬ 
tore District. Member 

8. Personal Assistant to the Collector of the 

Nilgiris District, Ooty. Member 

9. The Registrar, Bharathiyar University, Coim¬ 
batore. Member 

10. The Secretary, South Indian Historical 

Society, Salem-638 182. Non-Official Member 

11. Selvi M. Muthaiam, B. A. B. T., Kalaima- 

gal Kalvi Nilayam, Erode. Non-Official Member 

12. Thini B. Ramanathan, Professor of His¬ 
tory, Government Arts College, Krishna- 
giri. 


Non-Official Member 



GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
STATE ARCHIVES BRANCH 

No. 1165 /S.A. Calcutta, the 29th December, 1993 

IOC-4/81 

RESOLUTION 

In supersession cf the Education (State Archives) Department Resolu¬ 
tion No. 725-S.A. dated 21-6-89 the Governor is pleased to reconstitute 
the West Bengal Regional Records Survey Committee as follows : 

The Committee shall consist of the following members :— 

1 Prof. Nisitb Ranjan Ray (Chairman) Director, Institute of 
Historical Studies, 35, Shakespeare Sarani, Calcutta-17. 

2. Prof. Amalendu Dey, Department of History, Jadavpur Univer¬ 
sity, Calcutta-32. 

3. Prof. Benoy Bhusan Chowdhury, Department of History, 
Calcutta University, Flat No. Y-32, Shivanath Shastri Bhavan, 
Gariahat Road, Calcutta-29. 

4. Prof. Barun Dey, 55/2, Ballygunge Circular Road, Calcutta-19. 

5. Prof. Ranjan Gupta, Department of History, Suri College, Suri, 
Birbhum. 

6. Prof. Atis Dasgupta, Indian Statistical Institute, 203, B. T. 
Road, Calcutta-35. 

7. Secretary (R.F.), Government of West Bengal. 

8. Secretary (Home Department), Government of West Bengal. 

9. Secretary, I. & C.A. Department, Government of West Bengal. 

10. Secretary, P.W. .Department, Government of West Bengal. 

11. Director General, Government of India, National Archives of 
India, Janpath, New Delhi-1. 

Co-opted members: 

12. Sri Rathin Sengupta, IAS (Retd.). 

13. Prof. Basudeb Chatterjee, Department of History, Calcutta 
University. 

14. Prof. Suranjan Das, Department of History, Calcutta Univer¬ 
sity. 

15. Director, State Archives, Government of West Bengal 
(Convener—Secretary). 
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1. Prof. Nisith Ranjan Ray will be the Chairman and the Director 
Slate Archives* Government of West Bengal will be the Secretary and 
Convener of the Committee. 

2. The Committee will function for a period of three years, from 
the date of this notification or until further order, whichever is earlier. 

3. The Committee wi 1 ! devote itself to the task of surveying, locat¬ 
ing, retrieving and preserving official, corporate or private records, which 
are now beyond the jurisdiction of the State Archives of West Bengal. 
Members of the Committee will undertake, in teams and at regular inter¬ 
vals ; tours of metropolitan and district record rooms and private reposi¬ 
tories, submit reports and make recommendations for the retrieval and 
proper preservation of historical heritage of West Bengal as reflected in 
its archival materials. 

4. All the non-official members of the committee will act in an 
honrtiraty and' advisory-capacity, and'their recommendations will not be 
binding on the Education (State Archives Branch); Department. 

5. The Committee may co-opt members as and when necessary. 

6. For attending the meeting of the WBRRSC and to conduct survey 
at different sites, the non-official members of the committee will be 
entitled to draw T.A. and D.A. according to rates admissible under the 
rules of the State Government. 

ORDER 

Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette 
and copies thereof forwarded for information to :—- 

(i) The Chairman and other members of the Committee. 


tii) All Departments of the West Bengal Sectt. 

(iii) The Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal. 

(iv) The Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of 
India, New Delhi. 

(v) The Director General, National Archives of India, Janpath, 
New Delhi. 

(vi) The Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, National 
Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi. 

By order of the Governor; 


Sd.A 

S. B. BHATTACHARYYA 
Joint Secretary to the 
Government of West Bengal 
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No. 1165/1(7)/S.A. Calcutta, the 29th December 1993 

Copy forwarded for information to:— 

1. The Chairman and Members, WBRRSC. 

2. All Departments of the West Bengal Sectt. 

3. The Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal. 

4. The Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government 
of India, New Delhi. 

5. The Director General, National Archives of India, New Delhi. 

6. The Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, Natio¬ 
nal Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi. 

7. The Superintendent, West Bengal Government Press, 38, 
Gopalnagar Road, Calcutta-27. 

Sd./- 

Joint Secretary to the 
Government of West Bengal 






APPENDIX XIV 

List of Exhibits displayed at the 55th Session of the Indian Historical 

Records Commission 
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APPENDIX XIV 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 

Development of Science and Technology in India daring 18th and 19th 

Centuries 

1 . Materia Medica : A translation of “A1 fez ul Adviah” of Noureddin 
Mohammad Abdullah, Physician to Emperor Shahjahan, 1628, 
published in 1792. Also shown alongside are an advertisement of 
the work, samples of index to the volume as well as a four language 
description of the indigenous medicines. 

2. A note dated 3 October 1775 mentioning about the plan of Nawab 
Hydcr Ali of Mysore to build and equip a new fleet at the sea ports 
under a treaty of alliance with the Dutch. 

3. A Home Ministry noting of 1776 on the indigenous method of making 
paper and the need to ensure its quality for preservation of records. 

4. Asiatic Society as an institution for promotion of various disciplines, 
including science : An address dated 29 September 1796 to the 
Governor General on the aims and objectives of the Society. 

5. Four visual samples of indigenous dyes of the 18th Century, Bengal. 

6. Three different sketches of the iron-blast furnace of 1812 used for the 
manufacture of iron ore in Bengal. 

7. Astronomical observatory at Jantar Mantar, Delhi: Plan of its ruins 
as prepared by the Surveyor General, September 1829. 

8. Improved cartography : Some illustrated topographical symbols made 
use of in 1840. 

9.. Heme Secretary’s letter of 5 October 1847 conveying ihe approval 
of Governor General for the establishment of an Engineering Institute 
at Roorkee with the provision for theoretical and practical education. 

10 A comparative statement on the curriculum; and instructions in medical 
colleges of the three presidencies, 1847-48. 

11. Ishapore Gun Powder Factory, 1849. 

12. Working of Cotton Saw Gins in India : “Native Charkha” of Dacca; 
Excerpts from a correspondence dated 14 June 1850 between 
Government of India and Government of Bengal. 

13. Successful and economic experiment used for bleaching Darjeeling 
Paper (June 1850). 

14 Railways in India : Governor-General Dalhousic’s approval dated 
4 July 1850 for the establishment of Railways in India. 
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15. Excerpts from a Government noting of May 1853 on the feasibility 
and means of introducing Gas lighting in the three Presidencies of 
India. 

16. Irrigating land through Persian wheels: An excerpt from R. Moore’s 
proposal dated 14 July 1854 on the improvement of Indian irrigation 
to the Home Department. 

17. Public Offices and Buildings in Calcutta, 1857: A Map on the 

drainage network in Calcutta. 

18. A letter dated 25 June 1863 from R. Napier and others to the 

Secretary of State for India on the manufacture of machine-made 

bricks in India. 

19. Essence of Neem : Facsimile of a contemporary news-items on the 
value of neem (June 1864). 

20. Medicinal valup of snake poison: An 1871 note on the various uses 
of snake poison by the Koberajes of Bengal. 

21. Measures adopted in 1871 for the preparation of text books on 

Medical sciences in vernacular languages. 

22. Discovery of natural cement-stone near Hardwar, March 1872. 

23. An account of the new lighthouse at Verawel (Gujarat), the relevant 
technical details thereof, as contained in a letter dated 6 March 1876 
from political agent, Kathiawar, to Government of Bombay. 

24. Two plates from an early and richly illustrated zoological work (1876) 
on the fishes of India. 

25. List of Dyeing apparatus used by the dyers and Calico-printers of the 
North-West Province. 

26. Director of Agriculture, Bombay, and his office staff alongwith some 
of the equipments used in the field of agriculture. 

27. “Beechea", the most successful cane-crushing mill in northern India 
of the 19th century : Excerpted from a monograph by Prof. Robert 
Wallace, 1888. 

28. Ornament-making in Punjab, 1889-90 : Various work-tools made 
use of by a goldsmith. 

29. Engineering calculations: Facsimile of an advertisement on patent 
pocket slide designed and patented by Lai Ganga Ram: An advertise¬ 
ment published in Indian Engineering dated 4 January 1890. 

30. “Noiseless and self-lubricating wheels” : An advertisement that 
appeared in Indian Engineering, 4 January 1890 on the improved 
wheels for use by the Public. 

31. A sketch of Kbidderpore Dockyard under construction (early 1890). 
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32. A prelude to Howrah Bridge, Calcutta: various facets of a cantilever 
Bridge : a letter dated 13 March 1890 by C. B. Dunlop to the Editor. 
Indian Engineering 

33. Invention of an automatic portable electric fan : a novel devise to 
replace “punkha coolies” with machine operated fan (1890). 

34. Anthropometry and forensic science in the late nineteenth century : 
a communication dated 24 June 1896 from E. R. Henry, IGP, Bengal, 
to Chief Secretary, Bengal. 

35. Colour samples of various indigenous dyes used by the “Native 
Dyers” in Bengal Presidency (1898). 

36. First and last page of the chapters of “Rasa Kamadhenu”, a treatise 
in Sanskrit on Ayurveda compiled by Choodamani. The four cantoes 
of this voluminous work deal with Medical practitioners’ tools and 
material; metals and minerals used in medicines ; sterilisation and 
diagnosis of diseases. 

37. A leaf from Astrological science : Planetary and Solar positions 
alongwith a note in Devanagri script on the ideal time for hunting; 
the present volume is entitled Akhetprasnam. 

38. Muhuratcharkika: Three illustrated and explanatory sketches of an 
early nineteenth century astrological treatise which was used to deter¬ 
mine auspicious time for commencement of any work. 

39. Model of a 19th century Machine used at Jallandhar for functioning 
20 to 30 Charkhas simultaneously. 

40. A nineteenth century water-lift. 

41. A snake-charmer of 19th century Bombay. 

42. Weaving Loom of 19th century Dacca : Excerpts from a descriptive 
account of the indigenously developed technique on the famous Dacca 
Loom. 

43. A gold-embroidery worker of Bombay in the 19th century. 

44. An early Railway carriage of the 19th century on wheels. 

45. Wheat-washing and “whizzing” machine of the 19th century, 

46. Seed-drillers of the 19th century in action with their traditional/ 
indigenous equipments. 

47. Lead, kindly Light: various methods of carrying the sick and wounded 
during war in Bengal Army. The mode of the stretcher used, manual 
and those upon wheels, were an improvement over the methods used 
earlier. 

48. Sketch of a Charkha used in Punjab during the late 19th century. 

25—3? 'National Archive/ND/96 
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ANDHRA PRADESH STATE ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE 

1. The Administrative Report of Hyderabad for 1869-70 A.D. Establish¬ 
ment of first Medical School in Hyderabad in the year 1846, A.D. 

2. Certificate of 1854, A.D. awarded by the Resident at Hyderabad and 
Board of Medical Examiners to Muhammad Riza to practice medicine 
and surgery. 

3. Notification of Hyderabad, 1890, A.D., Proposal for sending of three 
students to England for higher education (viz.) Medicine, Engineering 
on Government expenses. 

4. Letter dated, 1894 A.D., Granted firs; class scholarship to Miss Sarooj 
Chattophadhyah (Mrs. Sarojini Naidu) for higher studies in Mathe¬ 
matics in England by Nizam VI of Hyderabad. 

5. Orders of Education Department of Hyderabad, 1899, A.D., Appoint¬ 
ment of Dr. Aghernath Chattophadhyah, D.Sc., as a Professor of 
Science of Nizam College, Hyderabad. 

6. The Report of Adm nistration of 1869-70 regarding establishment of 
Engineering College in Hyderabad. 

ASSAM STATE ARCHIVES, DISPUR 

1. Letter dated 14th March 1846 from G. Busbby Esq., Secretary to the 
Government of India to F. I. Halliday Esq., Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal informing Government sanction of monthly stipend of 
Rs, 50 for two Assamese youth for medical education at Ca'cutta. 

2. Letter from J. W. Willson Esq., Director of Public Instruction, 
Assam to the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam dated 
13th December, 1890 proposing the three years course of instruction 
for public works Certificate (sub-overseer). 

3. Letter dated Shillong, 19th July 1892 from H. Z. Darrah Esq., 
Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, Assam 
to the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam for establish¬ 
ment of a survey School at Dibrugarh and sanction of the same by 
the Chief Commissioner of Assam. 

4. Rules published by the General Department Notification No. 244 
dated th,e 16th July 1889 in part II of the Assam Gazette of the 
20th July 1889 for giving two monthly scholarships of Rs. 10 per 
month as “Williamson Artisan Scholarship” by the “Williamson Trust 
Fuad”. 

5. A programme ol Course of Instruction for the Dibrugarh Artisan 
School, 1894 by the Director, Public Instruction, Assam. 

6. A draft notification dated 23rd February, 1892 by the Director of 
Pablic Instruction, Assam regarding revised rules for the award of 
Assam Medical Scholarships. 
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7. Extract from the Proceeding of the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
in the General Department No. 8308-11 G, dated Shillong, the 31st 
October 1899, a resolution for the establishment of the Berry-White 
Medical School at Dibrugarh (present Assam Medical College). 

8. Annual Report by the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, on the 
Technical Education in Assam for the year 1880-81. 

9. Annual Administrative Report by the Director of Public Instruction, 
Assam on Technical Schools in Assam for the year 1881-82. 

10. Annual Report by the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, on 
ScVol Education, Special for the year 1883-84. 

11. Annual Report by the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, on the 
Williamson Artisan School for the year 1885-86. 

12. Administrative Report by the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, 
on the Jorhat Artisan School. 

13. Annual Administrative Report by the Public Instruction, Assam, on 
the achievement of Technical Education in Assam for the vear 
1894-95. 

14. Annual Administrative Report by the Director of Public Instruction, 
Assam, on the Technical Education in Assam for the year 1895-96. 

15. Letter from J. Willson, Esq., dated 13th December 1890 to the 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam proposing higher 
course of instruction for the Artisan School at Jorhat. 

MAHARASHTRA STATE ARCHIVES, BOMBAY 
(BOMBAY ARCHIVES) 

1. Abstract of Mahim and Bandora Customs reg. Land. Tobacco. Coco¬ 
nuts, Fish, Onions etc. 

Rev. Deptt. Diary No. 1/1779. 

2. Government’s recommendation for abolishing the arrack farm on 
account of the inconvenience. 

R.D. Diary No. 10/1791. 

3. Encouragement to the cultivating of Sugar Cane on the Salsettc Island. 
R.D. Diary No. 12/1793. 

4. Malabar Commissioners directed on strict adherence to the Custom 
House Regulations about the duty on Tobacco. 

R.D. Diary No. 22/1798. 

5. Mr. Ricards minute proposing a revision of the Present Revenue 
assessment. 

R.D. Diary No. 25/1799. 

6. Cultivating one Bcega of land with Mauritius Sugar Cane at Nassick. 
R.D Vol. No. 50/594 Year 1834. 

26—37 National Archive/ND/96 
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7. Wind Mill Pump erected at Dapooree. 

R.D. Vol. No. 55/599 Year 1834. 

8. Plan of Ground for Cotton Warehouses in the Northern Part of the 
Island of C'olabah. 

R.D. Vol. 56/814 Year 1837. 

9. Supply of Syrian Tobacco seed to the ryots. 

R.D. Vol. 4/1337 Year 1842. 

10. Employment of natives to learn the management of the Saw Gin. 
R.D. Vol. 45/1602 Year 1844. 

11. Asking Permission to shift Brick making machine at Callian. 

R.D. Vol. 138/1855. 

12. Erection of Light Beacon at the Trombay Pier. 

R.D. Vol. No. 51/1861. 

13. Fisherman at Belapur found the pearls and their purchase. 

R.D. Vol. No. 120/1862—64. 

14. Erection of light house between Malwan and Vingorla. 

R.D. Vol. 121/1862—64. 

15. Construction and arrangement of works of irrigation on rivers fed 
from the Western Ghauts. 

R.D. Vol. 71/1862—64. 

16. Training of native skilled labourers. 

R.D. Vol. No. 28/1869. 

17. Supply of seeds to the Botanical Gardens, Calcutta. 

R.D. Vol. 112/1874. 

18. Suggestions for the Purchase of the Factory at Ratnagiri with a view 
to the establishment of an Industrial School. 

R.D. Vol 125/1875. 

19. Request to translate the rules into Marathi, Gujarathi and Mannarese. 
R.D. Vol. 71/1880. 

20. Mazagon and Sasoon Dock Properties to be sent to Secretary of State 
for alterations to the foreshore. 

R.D. Vol. No. 137 Year 1881. 

21. Desirability of all vessels of the Indian Administration including hired 
transports, wearing a distinguishing flag. 

R.D. Vol. 86/1883. 

22 Results of the experiments made in the Province of Sind with the 
selected samples of wheat during 1885-86. 

R.D. Vol. 302/1887. 

23. Report of the condition of the crops and prices of foodgraini. 

R.D. Vol. 394/1889. 
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24. Water supply to the Alienation Office, Poona. 

R.D. Vol. 296/1892. 

25. Appointment of Professor of Botany and Agriculture College of 
Science for Agricultural Education. 

R.D. Vol. 42/1899. 

DELHI STATE ARCHIVES 

1. Delhi Institute and Library 

A brief regarding the establishment of the Delhi Institute and 
Library. 

2. Delhi 

Estimates, expenditure and account of contributions from natives of 
Delhi. Letter No. 274 dated 22-7-1863 from the Executive Engineer, 
Delhi Division, P.W. to Deputy Commissioner, Delhi. 

3. Delhi Main Railway Station 

Continuation of Railway embankment towards Delhi Main City. 
Copy of Letter dated 1-3-1864 from Consulting Engineer to Govern¬ 
ment of N.W.P. to Secretary, Sudder Board of Revenue, N.W.P. for¬ 
warding Plan Sheet No. 29 dated 25-2-1864. 

4. Delhi Main Railway Station 

Site Plan of Delhi Main Railway Station prepared by the East India 
Railway. East India Railway Plan Sheet No. 30 dated June, 1865, 

5. Bridge of Boats over river Jamuna at Delhi 

Sanction for Establishment for the bridge of boats over river Jumna 
at Dehlie (Delhi) during 1867-68 asking report with respect to main¬ 
tenance of boats and the Establishment. 

Copy of a letter No. 2210 dated 19-10-1867 from the Secretary to 
Government, Punjab, P.W.D. to the Commissioner and P. Local 
Committees Dehlie Dn. 

6. Project for the Delhi Water Supply 

Report of the results obtained by the tests made during 1876 for 
the purpose of ascertaining the yield of the experimental well near 
the bed of the River Jumna at Delhi under water supply project. 

Note by the Chief Engineer on the Project for the Delhi Water sup¬ 
ply, prepared by Mr. Morley (Dated 2nd February 1882). 

7. Adoption of Vaccination Programme by Delhi Municipality 

Extension of the Vaccination Act to the Delhi Municipality. Delhi 
Municipality Vaccination Rules framed by the Delhi Munxipality on 
5-3-1894. 
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8. Pasteur Institute of India 

The first Pasteur Institute opened in India at Kasauli on 9-8-1900 
for free treatment of all the classes of people bitten by rabid animals. 

Letter dated 26-10-1900 from Honorary Secretary, Pasteur 
Institute ol India. Lahore to the Deputy Commissioner, Delhi reques¬ 
ting, on behalf of the Central Committee of the Institute, for annual 
subscription in aid of the Institute by Municipal and District Boards 
of Delhi and making the advantages of the Institute Wide f y known. 

9. Plague Scare in Delhi 

Causes which intensified the Plague Scare in Delhi comprise mainly 
rumours which had been spread. 

Letter No. 55 dated 5-3-1898 from the Commissioner and 
Superintendent, Delhi Division to Deputy Commissioner, Delhi 
regarding the circumstances of the Plague Scare in Delhi. 

10. Agricultural Research Insects and Plants Pests Rules 

Dr. Butler, Cyptogamic Botanist attached to the Department of 
Agriculture for advisory duties on investigation of the fungoid 
diseases of crops, the conditions of soil and climate favourable to 
their development and their prevention and cure. 

Copy of a letter dated 28-4-1902 from the Inspector General 
of Agriculture in India to the Revenue and Financial Secretary to 
Government, Punjab. 

11. Introduction of Electric Tramways and Electric Light into Delhi Munici¬ 
pality Area 

Municipal Committee of Delhi resolve to grant a concession in the 
joint names of Messrs Forrest, Wilson and Remington for the 
equipment of an Electric Tramways for the City vide its Resolution 
No. 17 dated 2-4-1901. 

Boards and Committees Department (Committees) Proceedings 
July 1902, Nos. 53—62 regarding proposed concession for electric 
lighting and an electric Tramway in Delhi. 

Delhi Municipality Electric License of 1905. 

A View of Tramways in Delhi. 

ORISSA STATE ARCHIVES 

1. Classified and descriptive catalogue of the specimens of local produce 
and manufacture articles furnished by the local committee of Cuttack 
for the London Exhibition of 1862. 

2. Letter, dated 4-12-1885 to Mr. Matcalfe in connection with Cuttadc 
Silver Ware. 
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3. Photographs, dated December, 1885, showing the technique of silver 
ware industry at Cuttack. 

4 Letter, dated 23-9-1897 from Sir William Wedderburn, leader of the 
British Congress Committee, to Mr. Das (Mr. Madhu Sudan |Das) 
appreciating the Specimen of Cuttack filigree work. 

5. Remarks of E.E. Haris, dated 8-5-1901, on the filigree work of 
Orissa School.of Art Maintained by Mr. M. S. Das. 

6. Report, date;; 5-5-1857, submitted by the Collector, Cuttack to 
G. F. Cockbum, Offg. Commissioner of Revenue, Cuttack regarding 
(establishment of a Printing Press at Cuttack. 

7. Copy of report, 16-2-1871, forwarded by J. Beames, Collector of 
Balasore to Phukir Mohun Senaputy, Manager, on the working of 
the Balasore Ootkal Press. 

8. Annual reports submitted by Gourcc Sankar Roy, Secretary of the 
Cuttack Printing Company for the period 1866—1890. 

9. Proceedings dated 13-7-1898, passed by the Board of Directors of 
the Cuttack Printing Company for its management. 

10. Letter, dated 25-2-1892, from Samuel Gifford to the Sambalpur 
Mining Syndicate, Calcutta, submitting his report in connection with 
search of diamond in river Mahanadi in the District of Sambalpur. 

11 Sanad, dated 3-6-1893, granted by the Viceroy and Governor Gene¬ 
ra’ of India to Pandit Chandra Sekhar Singha Harichandana Maha- 
patra Samanta of Khandapara conferring upon him the title of 
“Mohamohapadhyaya" for his contribution towards Astrology. 

12. Letter dated 1-3-1893, from Chandra Sekhar Singha Samanta to 
Jogesh Chandra Roy regarding amendation of Panjika (Alamanac). 

13. Letter, dated 28-6-1896, of Chandra Sekhar Singha Harichandan 
. Samanta explaining about the.Astral World. 

14. Report, dated 18-1-1875, submitted by Howard Unwin, Executive 
Engineer, Brahmini Division to the Superintending Engineer, Orissa 
Circle on the Talchere Coal Experiments. 

15. Letter, dated 31-5-1875, from Thomas Oldham, Superintendent of 
Geological Survey of India to R. Knight, Assistant Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal in connection with Geological Survey and 
examination of the Talchere Coalfield. 

16. Letter, dated 11-8-1875, from the Under Secretary to the Superin¬ 
tendent of Geological Survey of India informing about approval of 
the Governor-General in Council to the complete exploration of 
coalfields at Talchere. 

17. Report, dated 1-4-1901, submitted by J. R. Herald, Mag’strate, 
Cuttack to the Commissioner, Orissa Division on the working of the 
Factories in the District of Cuttack, during, the year 1900. 
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18. Report, dated 17-7-1901, submitted by the Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal to the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Home Department on the working of the Indian Factories Act. Ho 
recommends use of Australian refrigeration in the factories for 
reduction of temperature. 

19. l etter, dated 1-9-1875, from W. D. Stewart, Offg. Civil Surgeon of 
Cuttack to the Magistrate of Cuttack forwarding Dye samples and 
Specimens of Tussar Silk. 

20. Letter, dated 23-7-1875, from the Secretary to the Government of 
Re rural to tne Commissioner of Orissa Division instructing him to 
inform about various kinds of dye stuffs of Indian growth / and 
production. 

21. Report dated 20-9-1875, submitted by T. Norman, Acting Collector, 
Balasore regarding various kinds of dye stuffs of Indian growth and 
production in the District of Balasore. 

RAJASTHAN STATE ARCHIVES 

1. Astronomy 

<" 1 ) YADDASTI, V. S. 1876, 77, 78, Jaipur. List of the astrono¬ 
mers, masons carpenters, blacksmiths, goldsmiths and other artisans 
engaged in the construction-work of Jaipur based observatory (Jantar- 
Mantar). 

2. Mineral-Science 

(i) PARWANA. V. S. 1711—Jaipur. From Saddullah Khan to the 
MUTASADD1S (concerned Officer) for remission of duty on 
marble of Makrana going to the Capital Shahajahauabad for 
building purpose. 

(ii) BHAI No. 92 (PATTA-BHAI) V. S. 1713—Udaipur. Men¬ 
tioning the state income of Rs. 28,000 per year from silver- 
mines of Jawar. 

(iii) PARWANA, V. S. 1785, Kartik Sudi 7—Jaipur, Mentioning the 

inclusion of PARGANA Sambhar Didwana into the Jurisdiction 
of Jaipur state on contract (1JARA) and information of work 
there being allotted to Vidyadhar in the year 1785 V. S. Descrip¬ 
tion of salt worth Rs. 20 lakhs being sold to the traders in the 
year 1785. 

(iv) Regency Council, Bikaner 1896—98 A.D. 

Discovery of Bituminous Coal in Bikaner State at Palana 
village— 

Document A—From the Executive Engineer, P.W.D. to the 
Regency Council Bikaner State regarding the 
sample of coal sent to the Chemical Examiner to 
determine to colarific value. 
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Document B—Description of the required informations’ by 
Superintendent, Geological Survey of India regard¬ 
ing the technical situation of Coal discovered dur¬ 
ing a well-digging at Village Palana in Bikaner 
State. 

Document C—Copy of a report dated 2nd June, 1898, on the 
Bikaner Coalfield by R. W. Clarke a Certificate 
mining engineer. 

3. Medicine 

Account of Medicines (JAMA-KHARCH-AOUSHDHIKHANA) V.S. 
1802—Jaipur. 

Description of the medicines being prepared from time to time as 
MA.JUL, KHAMIR-E-SADAL, MAJUN UDE TURAS, Jam of plum, 
tablet KHAROLI etc., Utensils being used in the process in Pharmacy 
(AOUSHDHIKHANA), Jaipur State. 

4. Cookery 

Kitchen Diary (ROZNAME RASOIKHANA) V.S. 1850—Jaipur. 
Description of various receipe (foodstuff) being prepared in the state 
Kitchen of Jaipur. 

5. Chemistry 

0) Accounts (J.AMA KHARCH) V.S. 1750—Kota. 

Description of the colours being used in Palace paintings and 
other material thereof. 

fit) Accounts (JAMA KHARCH) V.S. 1750—Kota. 

Description cf Utensils and other material being used in the 
preparation of Rose-scent. 

(iii) Diary of perfumery shop (ROZNAMA KHASABU KHANA) 
V.S. 1754—Jaipur. 

Information about the different kind of syrups, oils, scents etc. 
being prepared in the Royal perfumery shop of Jaipur State and 
description of material being used in it. 

(iv) Diary of printing workshop (ROZNAMA CHHAPAKHANA) 
V. S. 1858—Jaipur. 

Description of various type of print-works on clothes and men¬ 
tion of the material used in it. 

(y) Diary of portrait-work-shop (ROZNAMA SURAT KHANA) 
V.S. 1800—Jaipur. 

Description of the preparation of colours used in the portrait of 
lsh’vari Singh and other material used in it. 
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6. Architecture 

Diary of Architectural workshop (ROZNAMA IMARAT KHANA) 
V.S. 1790—Jaipur. 

Description of ditfercnt buildings constructed by the architectural 
workshop of Jaipur State and mention of the material used in it. 

7. Metallurgy 

(i) Accounts sheet (TOZI JAMA KHARCH) V. S. 1730—Kota. 
Description of th,c material used in making ornaments. 

(ii) Accounts sbj:ct (TOZI JAMA KHARCH) V.S. 1750—Kota. 

A mention of making specific utensils called KALASH and 
KOTH1 by Gordhan, the brass-worker. 

Hi:) Accounts sheet (TOZI JAMA KHARCH) V.S. 1750—Kota. 
Mention of making vase (KALASH) of pewtter. 

(iv) Diary of Armament workshop (ROZNAMA SILEH KHANA) 
V. S. 1785—Jaipur. 

Description of making different kind of arms and ammunitions in 
the armament workshop of Jaipur State. 

8 . Climatology 

File Regency Council year 1896—98, BIKANER. Statement regard¬ 
ing relation of crops to climate conditions. Letters of survey and a 
chart of fixation of showing period of various types of foodgrains dur¬ 
ing the Rabi and Kharif Season. 

9. Medical and health 

Medical Report—1900 A. D., Rajputana Agpncy. General medical 
history of Rajputana Colonel Thomas Haobein Hendey. 

10. Miscellaneous 

Administration report of Mai war (REPORT MAJMUI HALAT VA 
INTJAM RAJ MARWAR 1883-84 MUTABIK) V.S. 1940—Jodh¬ 
pur. 

Mention of a specific method of telecommunication named CHILKA 
DAK that is Communication through mirrors. 

WEST BENGAL STATE ARCHIVES 

1. On success of students of the anatomical class in the Sanskrit College. 
View’ of John Tytler—Superintendent of the Native Medical Institu¬ 
tion-Extracts. 

2. On printing of Mathematical works—Extracts. 

5. Tytier’s letter to Capt. D Rudell—Secretary and Superintendent of 
the Govt. Madrassa—Extracts. 

4. Objectives of the Civil Engineering College—Extracts. 

5. Development of technical and scientific training in Bengal Resolu¬ 
tions. 
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Minutes of the 16th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Indian 

Historical Records Commission held on 21 Ju!,y 1995 
The following members were present : 

in New Delhi 

I. Dr. S. K. Mahapatni. 

Chairman 

2. Shri Ashok Vajpcyi. 

Member 

3. Smf. Kiran Agarwal. 

Member 

4. Ms. S. Chauhan . 

Member 

5. Dr. H. K. Barpujaii . 

Member 

6. Dr. S. N. Prasad. 

Member 

7. Dr. S. R. Mehrotra. 

Member 

8. Dr. K.N. Panikkar .... . 

Member 

9. Shri S. Sarkar.. 

Member-Secretary 


Prof. M. N. Das, Prof, 


A. R. Kulkami, Shri T. S. Sinha, Dr. B. Sheik 


Ali and Dr. P. P. Shirodkar could not attend the meeting. 


L Conspectus of action taken on the recommendations made by the Standing 
Committee at its previous meetings 

(a) Procurement of microfilm copies of the erstwhile Pondicherry 
records in possession of France to the Government of India 

The Committal; was appraised of the progress made by the Natio¬ 
nal Archives of India in the matter. 

(b) Transfer of Intelligence Bureau Records concerning Freedom Strug¬ 

gle on selective basis to National Archives of India 

Considering the importance of the subject members suggested 
that the matter might be taken up at the highest level. The Chairman* 
however, felt that in view of the passing of the Public Record Acr, 
1993 the matter may be referred to the Archival Advisory Board, 
Constitution of which is under active consideration of the Government 
of India. This was agreed to by the members. 


(c) Expediting Publication of Volumes under Towards Freedom Project 

The Secretary of the Commission informed the members that 
only one Volume in the series had so far been published by the Indian 
Council of Historical Research. He also appraised them about the 
efforts being made by the National Archives to acquire copies of mate¬ 
rial selected by the Council so that the same could be used by scholars. 
The Committee agreed that the matter my be pursued and up-to-date 
position regarding the schedule or publication of the remaining 
volumes may be obtained from the Indian Council of Historical 
Research and placed before the Commission for its information. 
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II. Resolutions by Members 

1. Supply ot information regarding Cultural Exchange Programmes to 
State Archives 

Resolution by Director, Uttar Pradesh State Archives 

Considering the great importance and real utility of the Cultural 
Exchange Programme between on; Country and the other, the 
Commission resolves that the National Archives of Ind ; a be 
persuaded to supply all necessary information well in time to the 
State Governments to enable their Archives to make use of valu¬ 
able exchange of latest thoughts and techniques in the Develop¬ 
ment of Archives. 

The Committee endorsed the views of the Secretariat. 

2. Financial Assistance for promotion of Historical Research in 
Archives by Funding Bodies like I.C.H.R., I.C.S.SLR., U.G.C. etc. 
Resolution by the Commissioner, Andhra Pradesh State Archives 
and Research Institute 

Resolved that keeping in view the importance of promoting histo¬ 
rical research in the Archival Institut : ons to bring to light various 
priceless historical data, the funding bodies like I.C.H.R., 
I.C.S.S.R., U G.C., etc. may be requested to provide funds to 
the Archival Institutions which are recognised as Research Insti¬ 
tutes. 

The Committee endorsed the views of the Secretariat. 

3. Appointment of Committee to advise National Archives of India 
about demands of scholars regarding use of maps etc. 

Resolution by late Professor T. S. Banerjee 

Resolved that a Committee consisting of not less than three 
senior members of the Indian Historical Records Commission be 
formed to advise the National Archives in respect of the demands 
of the bonafidc readers/users for maps, sketches, etc. which may 
be necessary for their research. 

This Resolution was considered alongwith item III of the Agenda 
regarding submission of an Appeal to the Prime Minister for liberalisation 
of access rules for Maps/Cartographic records etc. The Secretary of the 
Commission appraised the members with the latest communication received 
from the Survey of India, regarding relaxation in access rules for consulta¬ 
tion of maps. Members, however, felt that there were still too many restric¬ 
tions for scholars, and in this connection they referred to the Appeal which 
was drafted and approved at the 54th Session of the Commission for being 
submitted to the Prime Minister for his consideration and intervention in 
the matter. The Chairman suggested that before approaching the Prime 
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Minister, it would bje desirable to request the Minister of Human Resource 
Development, who is the President of the Commission to write to the 
Minister of Home Affairs to look into the matter and also seek an 
appointment with the Home Min : ster so that scholars point of view on the 
subject may be explained to him directly. This was agreed to by the 
members. 

4. Statewise Survey for Location and Preservation of Village Crime 
Note-books 

Resolution by late Professor T. S. Bancrjee 

Resolved that the Indian Historical Records Commission take 
immediate and serious initiative to make a statewise survey of 
Village Crime Note-Books records and take necessary steps to 
save these invaluable records from destruction through neglect 
and lack of preservation. 

Thje Committee endorsed the views of the Secretariat. 

5. Computerisation of Records of the National Archives of India 
Resolution by Prof. K. N. Panikar 

The Commission resolves that immediate steps b|; taken to 
computerise the indexes and reference material of the National 
Archives of India. Such a step would facilitate quick retrieval 
for purposes of research and official use. It would also facili- 
tafae easier access through establishing proper networking at a 
later stage. 

The Secretary of the Commission informed the members that approval 
of Government of India from the Financial Angle was awaited before the 
proposal for computerisation of records could be taken for implementa¬ 
tion. However, considering the urgency and importance of computerisa¬ 
tion of records, members agreed to support the Resolution. 

6. Appointment of a small committee of members of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission to formnlate a publication pro¬ 
gramme of special collections in the National Archives of India 
for wide public information and scholarship 

Resolution by Shri M. L. Kachroo 

Resolved that a small Committee of the members of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission be appointed to formulate a 
publication programme of special collections in the National 
Archives of India for wide public information and to arouse new 
awakening in the public mind as to the sanctity of Historical 
records. 

Members agreed with the Resolution in principle but felt that publi¬ 
cation of Accords was not a primary function of an Archives Department. 
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The Secretary of the Commission informed members that the National 
Archives of India had been bringing out record based publications from 
time to time. Members, however, suggested that the National Archives of 
India may examine the feasibility of formulating a special programme for 
publishing select series of qecords as envisaged in the Resolution for the 
benefit of scholars and there did not appear to be any peed for appointing 
a separate Committee for the purpose. 

7. Winding np of the Directorate of State Archives of Madhya Pradesh 
and its merger with the Directorate of Archaeology and Museum 

Resolution by Dr. 3 . P. Mishra 

The Commission notes with regret the decision of the Govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh to wind up the Directorate of Stare 
Archives and merge it with the Directorate of Archaeology and 
Museum and urges the State Government to reconsider its deci¬ 
sion so as to preserve the sanctity and independence of the State 
Archives. 

The Secretary inform|ed the Members that a letter had been sent by 
Joint Secretary, Department of Culture to the Chief Secretary, Govern¬ 
ment of Madhya Pradesh seeking their views on the subject but no replay 
had been received so far. The Committee suggested that Minister of 
Human Resource Development may be requested to write to the Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh to look into thle matter for considering the 
feasibility of restoring the independent status of the Madhya Pradesh State 
Archives. 

The Meeting concluded with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair. 
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Constitution of the Indian Historical Records Commission, 1990* 

The Indian Historical Records Commission was set up by the Govern¬ 
ment of India ip 1919 as a consulting body, whose opinion would carry 
weight with thj£ public and which would make enquiries and recommenda¬ 
tions regarding (i) treatment of archives for historical study, (ii) the scale 
and plan on which the cataloging, the calendaring and reprinting of each 
class of documents should be undertaken, (iii) the sums required for 
encouraging research among, and publication of records, (iv) selection of 
competent scholars for editing documents, and (v) the problems of public 
access to records (Department of Education Reso’ution No. 77 dated 21 
March 1919). With a view to promoting active co-operation of the 
various State Governments in India as also the universities and learned 
institutions in the country in the activities of the Commission, .the-Govern- 
ment of India bv their Department of Education, Health and Lands 
Resolution No. F. 92-9/40-E, dated 10 September 1941, took steps to 
reform the constitution of the Commission’providing for the inclusion in 
it of nominees of the various State Governments in India as also those of 
the Universities and learned societies. 

2. The Commission has since its inception held fifty three Sessions and 
has contributed significantly to the growth of public interest in the con¬ 
servation and use of archives. The Government of Ind a do recognise 
that it was through the initiative of the Commission and its different 
Committees that many new sources of information have been brought to 
light and saved for posterity, many collections of documents have been 
published and made accessible to scholars, facilities for the use of record*; 
have been materially enhanced and a new conscience has been aroused in 
the public mind in respect of the sanctity of historical evidence. While 
the Government of India note with deep appreciation these and other 
achievements of the Commission, they do feci at the same time that much 
work stiH remains to be done and that a host of important problems arc 
still awaiting to be attacked. Many record collections are still without 
any guides or hand-book let alone comprehensive descriptive lists, and very 
few repositories, public or private, have yet developed a weli-articulatecl 
programme of documicnts-publication. Most of the collections still continue 
to be housed in primitive conditions and are subjected to the ravages of 
insect pests, moulds and other destructive agents. Very little systematic 
effort has been made to survey, describe, organise or make use of records 

♦Department of Culture, Government of India, Resolution No. F. 32-34/84-Lib. 
(P & A) dated 15-10-1990 and amended vide corrigendum dated 14-2-1992. 
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in private custody, and particularly, those of institutional, religions or 
commercial provenance. Lack of trained archivists cont'nues seriously to 
impede the archival work in. the country and the training facilities available 
in the National Archives have hardly stimulated an adequate response 
among the owners of archival holdings. Government belieye that these 
constitute very serious lacunae in the academic life of the nation and that 
greater and more whole-hearted co-operation between Ke;pbrs of Records 
and historical materials on the one hand and their users on the other is 
the only means by which these deficiencies could be removed. 

3. In order to promote such co-opeartion the Government of India, in 
supersession of the Department of Culture Resolutions No. 32-34/84-Lib. 
(P&A) dated 15-10-90 and all earlier Resolutions on the same subject, 
are pleased to sanction a reconstitution of the Commission on the following 
lines :— 

The Commission shall consist of the following members :— 

A. Ex-officio Members 

1. Minister for Human Resource Development, Government 

of India. ..President 

2. Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of India . Member 

3. Joint Secretary/Joint Educational Advisor, Department of Member 

Culture, Goverment of India.. 

4. Director General of Archives, Government of India . . Secretary 

B. Nominees of the Government of India 

These shall be 20 eminent historians and archivists to be appointed 
by the Government of India on the basis of their specalised knowledge of 
the treatment of archives or their original contribution to the post-1600 
period of Indian History. 

C. Representatives of the Central Government and Semi-Government Insti¬ 

tutions, one each from (be following agencies 

1. Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 

2. Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi. 

3. Ministry of Deflencp, New Delhi. 

4. Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievance 
New Delhi. 

5. University Grants Commission, New Delhi. 

6. Department of Culture (Financial Advisor), New Delhi. 

D. 1. Representatives of State Governments/Union Territories 

One nominee each of the State Governments/Union Territories having 
an organised record repository of its own, the nominee being invariably 
the custodian of Archives of the State/Union Territory. 
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2. Regional Records Survey Committees: 

One representative each of various Regional Records Survey Com¬ 
mittees from States/Union Territories having no organised record repository. 

E. Representatives of Universities teaching post—1600 period of Indian 

History 

One nominee each from every such University in Ind ; a teaching 
post-1600 period of Indian History and encouraging research among, and 
publication of original records and co-opcrating with the Commission in 
organising its own archives and in conducting survey and exploration of 
records in private and semi-public custody as mentioned hereunder 

(1) Agra University, (2) Aligarh Mulsim University, (3)- Allahabad 
University, (41 Andhra University, (5) Annamalai University, 
(6) Awadesh Pratap Singh University, (7) Benaras Hindu University, 
C8) Bangalore University, (9) Berhampur University, (10) Bhagal- 
pur University, (11) Bhopal University, (12) Bihar University, 
(13) Bombay University, (14) Burdwan University, (15) Calcutta 
University, (16) Delhi University, (17) Dibrugarh University, 
(18) Gauhati University, (19) Gorakhpur University; (20) Gujarat 
University, (21) Gujarat Vidyapith, (22) Guru Nanak Dev Univer¬ 
sity, (23) Himachal Pradesh University, (24) Indore University, 
(25) Jabalpur University, (26) Jadavpur University, (27) Jamia 
Millia Islamia, (28) Jammu University, (29) Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, (30) Jiwaji University, (31) Jodhpur University, 
(32) Karnataka University, (33) Kashi Vidyapith, (34) Kashmir 
University, (35) Kerala University, (36) Kurukshetra University, 
637) Lucknow University, (38) Madras University, (39) Madurai 
Kamaraj University, (40) Magadh University, (41) The Maharaja 
Sayajirao University, (42) Marathwada University, (43) Meerut 
University, (44) Mysore University, (45) Nagpur University, 
(46) North Bengal University, (47) Osmania University, ;48) Patna 
University, (49) Poona University. 150) Punjab Un'versity, 
(51) Punjabi University, (52) Rabindra Bharati University, 
(53) Rajasthan University, (54) Ranchi University, (55) Ravi- 
shankar University, (56) Saugar University, (57) Sambalpur Univer¬ 
sity, (58) Saidar Patel University, (59) Saurashtra University. 
(60) Shivaji University, (61) Sri Venkateswara University, (62) Suk- 
hadia University, (63) Utkal University, (64) Vikram University, 
(65) Visva Bharati. 

F. Representatives of Learned Institutions one each from the following: 

1. Indian History Congress. 

2. Asiatic Society, Calcutta. 

3. Asiatic Society, 'Bombay. 
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4. Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandate, Pune. 

5. Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune. 

6. Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla. 

7. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi. 

8. Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi. 

9. Institute de Chandernagor, Chandernagore, West Bengal. 

10. Heras Institute of Indian History and Culture, Bombay. 

11. Indian Institute of Islamic Studies, New Delhi. 

12. Association of Indian Archivists, New Delhi. 

13. Institute of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam, 
Guwahati. 

14. Indian Institute of Management. Ahmedabad. 

15. Shri Natnagar Shodh Samsthan, Sitamau. 

16. Socio-Economic Research Institute, C-19, College Street Market, 
Calcutta. 

G. Corresponding Members 

The selection of Members in this category will be confined to persons 
residing outside India and actively interested in records, only published 
work of sufficient merit being accepted as evidence of such interest. The 
Corresponding Members are to be selected and appointed by the Govern¬ 
ment of India. 

4. The Government of India desire that nominees of the State Govern¬ 
ments should be persons thoroughly conversant with archives and archival 
techniques and that the nominees of Universities, Learned Institutions and 
other Research Bodies should be men of academic distinction with con¬ 
siderable amount of original research work on the history' of India of the 
post-1600 period to their credit. The nominees of all these bodies will 
become members of the Commission after their nom'nations have been 
notified by the Government of India. 

5. 1. The Members of the Commission, other than ex-officio Members and 
also all the Corresponding Members of the ComnTssion will be appointed 
for a term of five years as follows : 

(1) All appointments and re-appointments for a full term of five 
years will be made en-bloc with effect from the same date but 
on the expiry of their terms, the members concerned will be 
eligible for re-appointment. 

(2) Vacancy due to resignation or otherwise which may occur within 
the period of five years will not be filled for a full term of five 
years but only for the unexp : red period of the term. 
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II. The scope of the Commission’s activities shall be limited to the 

following : 

(1) To act as a forum for exchange between creators, custodians and 
users of archives and historica 1 documents, of ideas and experi¬ 
ences relating to treatment, preservation and use of archives, 
and to make recommendations to appropriate bodies, official or 
non-official in this behalf. 

(2) To act as a forum for d ; scussion on archives in relation to 
historical problems requ ring investigation, particularly in relation 
to those on which little or no work has been done, and to hold 
academic session. At this academic session papers based on 
newly discovered original records pertaining to the post-1600 
period of Indian history be read and discussed. These papers 
should be written either by the Members of the Commission or 
communicated through them if written by other scholars. All 
such papers should be circulated in advance after getting them 
approved by an Editorial Committee to be constituted for the 
purpose. 

(3) To promote the salvag : ng and use of material in private and 
semi-public custody (including institutional, religious and business 
records) in collaboration with universities, libraries, museums, 
learned societies, and particularly with the Regional Records 
Survey Committees and simi'ar local bodies, and to act as a 
clearing house, of information on the work done in this field. 

(4) To act generally as an intermediary between record and historical 
manuscript repositories on the one hand and bodies interested in 
research on the other. 

(5) To publish proceedings and bulletins embodying reports on its 
activities and on other matters promoting its objective. 

Hi. The Commission shall normally meet once a year at a place rich in 

archival materials being selected as the venue. Each session should 

include : 

(1.) A public meeting devoted to the report to be presented by the 
Secretary on the archival progress in the country. 

(2) A business meeting for the discussion of the Secretary’s Report 
as also the problems relating to keeping and use of archives that 
may be referred to it by the members and for review of program¬ 
mes undertaken by different bodies under its auspices. 

(3) Academic Session for reading and discussion of papers based on 
original records pertaining to the post-1600 period of Indian 
history. Such sessions shall be open to the interested public. 

Corresponding Members will be entitled to participate in all the 
meetings of the Commission except its business meetings which they may 
attend only by special invitation.- 
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The Commission’s meetings are to be presided over by the ex-officio 
President. He shall however, have the right to nominate a senior member 
to act as President in his absence. 

6. Standing Committee: 

The Commission may appoint one or more Committees to deal with 
the particular problems requiring investigation. Such Committees shall 
submit their reports to the Commission. 

The Government of India shall set up a Standing Committee with the 
following composition and functions : 

I. Composition: 

(a) Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Cul- Ex-Officio Chairman 

ture. 

(b) Joint Sccrctary/Joint Educational Advisor, Department of Member 
Culture. 

(c) Twelve Members of the Commission to be nominated by 

the Government of India for a term of two years. The 
members shall be eligible for re-nomination. 

(d) Director General of Archives, Government of India. Ex-Officio Secretary 

II. Functions: 

The Standing Committee will review the action taken from time to 
time on the recommendations made by the Indian Historical Records 
Commission, consider all reports and items referred to it and express its 
views on the agenda for the Commission’s meeting, and perform such 
other functions as the Government of India or the President of the Com¬ 
mission may assign to it. It will ordinarily meet twice a year. 

7. The travelling allowance of the Ex-Officio President, Secretary. 
Department of Culture ( Ex-Officio Chairman of the Standing Committee), 
Joint Secretary/Joint Educational Advisor, Department of Culture, Secretary 
of the Commission, the nominees of the Government of India. Referred 
to in para 3 (A-B above) and such members of the Standing Committee 
who are Government Officials attending the mceting(s) of the Commission 
and its Committees will be a charge on the Central Revenues, and the 
expenditure for the same will be debitablc to the same head as their pay. 

8. Non-Officials appointed by the Government of India as Members of 
ihe Commission or its Committees will draw travelling allowances for 
attending meetings of the Commission or its Committees at rates admissible 
to Grade-I Officers of the Central Government and daily allowances at 
the highest rate admissible to Grade-I Officers of the Central Government 
for respective localities. The expenditure will be met from the budget 
grant of the National Archives of India. The State Governments, the 
Universities and other constituent institutions will be required to bear the 
travelling allowances of their nominees. The travelling allowance for 
non-official members other than Central Government nominees who may 
be appointed to serve on any Committee of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission will oe paid at the same rate as those of non-official members 
appointed by the Central Government as Ordinary Members. 
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List of Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission held from 

1919 to 1995 

1st Session — 1919 (19-20 June) — Simla. 

2nd Session — 1920 (8-9 January) — Lahore 
3rd Session — 1921 (4-5 January) — Bombay. 

4th Session — 1922 (6 January) — Delhi. 

5th Session — 1923 (12 January) — Calcutta. 

6th Session — 1924 (10-11 January) — Madras, 

7th Session — 1925 (12-13 January)—Poona. 

8th Session — 1925 (23-24 November) — Lahore. 

9th Session — 1926 (16-17 December) — Lucknow. 

10th Session — 1927 (7-8 December) — Rangoon. 

11th Session — 1928 (5-6 December) — Nagpur. 

12th Session — 1929 (21-22 December) — Gwalior. 

13th Session — 1930 (22-23 December) — Patna. 

14th Session — 1937 (13—15 December) — Lahore. 

15th Session—1938 (16-17 December) — Poona. 

16th Session — 1939 (13-14 December) — Calcutta. 

17th Session — 1940 (21-22 December) — Baroda. 

18th Session — 1942 (21—23 January) — Mysore. 

19th Session — 1942 (28-29 December) — Trivandrun 
20th Session — 1943 (22-23 December) — Aligarh. 

21st Session — 1944 (7-8 December) — Udaipur. 

22nd Session — 1945 (29-30 October) — Peshawar. 

23rd Session — 1946 (20—22 December) — Indore 
24th Session — 1948 (21—23 February) — Jaipur. 

25th Session — 1948 (23—25 December) — Delhi. 

26th Session — 1949 (24—26 December) — Cuttack. 

27th Session — 1950 (25—27 December) — Nagpur. 

28th Session — 1951 (26—28 December) Jaipur. 

29th Session — 1953 (10—12 February) — Bhopal. 


399 



400 


30th Session — 1954 (1—3 February) — Hyderabad. 

31st. Session — 1955 (25—27 January) — Mysore. 

32nd Session.— 1956 (27—29 February) —Patna. 

33rd Session — 1958 (23—25 March) — Bhubaneshwar. 

34th Session — 1958 (31 December 1958 — 2 January 1959) — 

Trivandrum. 

35th Session — 1960 (4—6 February) — New Delhi. 

36th Session — 1961 (25—27 February)) — Chandigarh 
*37th Session — 1966 (7—9 October) — Delhi 
38th Session — 1967 (16—18 November) — Jadavpur. 

39th Session — 1968 (25—27 December) — Patna. 

40th Session — 1970 (18—20 February) — Madras. 

41st Session — 1971 (9—11 October) —Trivandrum, 

42nd Session — 1973 (5—7 January) — Panji (Goa). 

43rd Session — 1975 (28-29 January) — Lucknow. 

44th Session — 1976 (21-22 February) — Bikaner. 

45th Session — 1977 (1-2 February) — Mysore. 

46th Session — 1979 (12—14 January) — Aurangabad. 

47th Session — 1981 (19-20 May) — Delhi. 

48th Session — 1982 (5-6 June) — Gandhinagar (Gujarat). 

49th Session — 1985 (29-30 June) — Suruj Kund (Haryana). 

50th Session — 1987 (10-11 February) — Lucknow. 

51st Session — 1988 (19-20 March) — Bikaner. 

52nd Session — 1988 (15-16 October) — Srinagar. 

53rd Session — 1990 (4-5 February) — Guwahati. 

54th Session — 1992 (20-21 April) — Rohtak (Haryana). 

55th Session — 1995 (2-3 December) — Jadavpur (Calcutta). 

*37*h Session scheduled to be held a* Poona in 1962 could not be held due to Na'oi- 
nal enrrgency (Chinese Aggression). Part II of the Proceedings (Papers to bo read at the 
SessioulJtowcver. was printed, 37th Session was held at Delhi in 19o6, 
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